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The Home Office is planning to 
convert a former American nu- 
clear base into a prison to cope 
with jail overcrowding. 

The former US Air Force 
base at Woodbridjge, Suffolk, 
would be run by prison gover- 
nors but guarded by Ministry of 
Defence police. 

The idea is the most extreme 
so far in a series of proposals by 
the Government to cope with 
the spiralling prison population, 
which stands at a record of 
57,354. Jails are at bursting 
point and The Independent re- 
vealed yesterday that the Home 

Office had drawn up plans to 

— ■ ■ 


•* het 





ml prisoners into magistrates 

■ Courts’ cells tinder the control 
of private security guards. 

The proposal toput inmates 
ina former US nudearbsse en- 
raged jail staff. John Bodding- 
ton, diainnan of Jibe, Prison 
Officer^ AssociwSoa^ .said: 
“This i§ ihe.roosti&concetveid 
ideal Karo w^heard Priacm- 

ers belong -hi " 

American 
Hany Fletcher, 

- eral secretary of the 1 

: sociation of Probation Officers, 

said: “This is prcposteropsand 

■ should he avoided at all costs.'* 
7 David Roddan, general sec- 
.. reiarv of the Prison Governors’ 
• Association, saidl2 per cent of 
' governors posts had been axed 

at the end of September. “It is 
. difficult to see how it’s going to 
fe possible for governors to be 
' sent on duty away from their 
: tanublishments," he said. . . 
“This is a roost unwelcome 
burden at a time when existing 
prisons are at breaking point ” 
In 1 980, when prison officers 

* went on strike, and inl986 dur- 
ing a staff overtime ban, two fbr- 
mcr British Array camps, at 
. Rollesione. Wiltshire and Alma 
’ Dcttmgen, Surrey, were ctm- 

- verted Ifor prisoners. Soldiers 
were used to patrol the perime- 
ter fences. 

- Other attempts to use military 
bases for prisoners have run into 
legal problems. The.plan to put 
young offenders into the Colch- 
ester Military Corrective Ttain- 
ing Centre in Esse* is now 
supject to an “indefinite- delay" 
because of restrictions^ on sol- 
diers overseeing civili an inmat es 

V- . _ .* !.■ n Ct»nOW< 


Last night a Prison Service 
spokesman said the Wood- 
bridge proposal was “specula- 
tive*'. He added: “Clearly we are 
faced with a rising prison pop- 
ulation and in those circum- 
stances we art looking at a, 
range of things." 

.. Wood bridge .became an 

American airbase in 1952. Id uie 
196ft, it became a tactical nur 
clear base and home to the 
.USAF’s 78 Tactical Fighter 

vSs home to Phantom 
^hticlear-capahle fighter 
bombers and 100 A10 ground- 
attack -“lankbustcr aircrair, 

which were armed with 


deleted uranium shells. 



*,i 1993, the Americans evac- 
uated the base -as part of cut- 
backs ordered by Presjdent 
Gimme Bush at the end of the 

ColdWar. ' 

The base was at the centre or 
7. oneof BritainXbi^sl UFOin- 
"7. ddents in 1-980 when a roetal- 
7 , Ik. triangular craft was seen over 
the nearby Rendlesham 
7 Now the villagers are toang 
.a. new influx of neighbours 
-- which ^unlikely to meet with 

7. their approval. - - - 

' There was uproar in the vfl- 
lage when the Mafcanshi Fbun- 

at Bentwatcis, also m-Wbpa- 
hritke, last year, to set up a uni- 
vjrswof Natural Law. The 
project feU tiwough because of 
the fcKiDdatkjn^ concerns about 
passible pollution on the ate. 



UK set for 


Europe’s 


slow lane 


IMRE KARACS 

Bonn 


Germany and Fiance yesterday 
unveiled a new joint blueprint 
for Europe, aimed at speeding 
up integration among a hard 
core of European Union mem- 
bers by sidelining Britain. 

The document, thrashed out 
Ministers Herve de 
tie and Klaus Kinkel, is 
set to raise a storm when it is 
submitted to die Intergovern- 
mental Conference (1GC) next 
Monday. And it will infuriate 
the members of James Gold- 
smith's Referendum Party, 
gathering in Brighton today. 

According to the German 
foreign ministry, the central 
message of the “discussion pa- 
per" is that “in future. Europe 
will no longer have to progress 
at the speed of the slowest ship". 
Britain will be correct in recog- 
nising beiseif in that nautical ref- 
erence, aBann official admitted. 
The plan is a direct consequence 
of unhappiness in Fiance and 
Germany that Britain has con- 
sistently blocked moves to 
greater European unity. 

Paris and Bonn are propos- 
ing a change in the Maastricht 
treaty, which would allow mem- 
bers states in the vanguard of 
European integration to form 
cliques. The plan is rather sim- 
fljar to the way that European 
Monetary Union will proceed 
only with those willing and able 
to participate. The “ins" would 
thus be able to co-ordinate their 
policies more closely, whilst the 
“outs" would eventually be mar- 
ginalised in key areas. 


lowed to veto the formation of 
such a group. 

■ No EU member state which 
wants and is able to participate 
can be excluded. 

■ The groups will strive for 
the highest possible number of 
partiripants. 

Tbe final derision about form- 
ing such a clique will lie with the 
Council of Ministers, where EU 
member states are each repre- 
sented, which will also lay down 
the ground rules for co-opera- 
tion. The exact details of the pro- 
cedure are still to be worked out. 
the document says in a footnote. 

The blueprint's release shows 
that both France and Germany 
are intent on keeping up the mo- 
mentum. A two-speed Europe 
would ensure that - whatever 
happens in Britain's general 
election next year -progress on 
reform can be maintained. 

The EU has already accu- 
mulated a series of mini-groups 
moving towards union at dif- 
ferent speeds. The Schengen 
group co-ordinates border con- 
trols and immigration, while the 
Western European Union deals 
with defence, for instance. But 
the new initiative would for- 
malise this and ensure that 
countries such as Britain could 
no longer hold back the more 
enthusiastic nations. 

The co-ordination of activities 
within these groups would be car- 
ried out by the European Com- 
mission, while the European 
Parliament would be given an 


“appropriate role". The com- 
mission would have the right to 
prevent such groups forming, and 
ensure that the “ins" did not dis- 
criminate against the “outs". 
The European Court of Justice 
would supervise the legality of 
such arrangements. 

The most controversial area 
in this brave new world is for- 


eign and security policy. The 
i to; 


document calls for “enhanced 
co-operation" in defence, in- 
tended to “deepen European 
unity". However, disagreements 
between Bonn and Paris over 
this issue are highlighted by 
the absence of any detail. Ger- 
many is a fervent supporter of 
Nata, whilst France has high am- 
bitions for the Western Euro- 
pean Union. The blueprint gives 
a nod to joint weapons projects, 
but future forms of co-operation 
are to be “spelt out later”. 

The financing of group ac- 
tivities is left vague. In defence 
and foreign policy, the groups 
would get “all or some" of 
their money from the commu- 
nity budget. Derisions within the 
groups would be on the basis of 
a qualified majority vote. 

France and Germany also sec 
themselves huddling together 
with like-minded states over in- 
terior affairs and justice. Again, 
the two countries have widely 
differing ambitions, and detail 
is thin. Germany would like its 
policemen to roam the conti- 
nent. France wants to keep co- 
operation to a minimum. 


The new slogan will be "en- 
hanced co-operation", to be 
inserted into the amended 
treaty next year. The main prin- 
ciples axe as follows: 

The aim s a deepening of Eu- 
ropean union using the existing 
institutional framework. 

No member state will be al- 


QUICKLY 


Pablo Picasso, one the great artistic 
geniuses of the century who is now 

imderfre€|uertattackasav«mmvhateii 

has been defended -in a striking 
and unexpected new biography which 
reveals that he was JBtsd at least twice. 


John Richardson, in the second volume 
of his acclaimed A Life of Picasso 
discloses how, during the First World 
War, Gaby Lespinasse, a cabaret 
dancer, and Irene Lagut, subject 
of Picasso's The Lovers, rejected him. 


The Spanish artist, says Richardson, 
was often tender and compassionate 
in his relationships with .women and 
was “as much sinned against as 
sinning". 

fitted suitor, page 3 


Football strike 

England’s footballers have vot- 
ed to go on strike. Page 32 


First-time author becomes 

man 


Lebed stays cool 
Alexander Lebed, ousted by 
President Yeltsin, joked that he 
was planning a trip to the in- 
trique-laden play “Ivan the Tfcr- 
rible". Page 12 


a 



Marianne Macdonald 

Arts Correspondent 


A merchant banker, who used 
to be a diplomat, has secured 
book and film rights worth 
.more than $lm (£630,000) for 
hk first novel 

•. • Thev were clinched by John 
Mc^ rerywho twoweeks ago 
ann ounced Masterprize, a 
£25,000 award to encourage 
composers towrite new works 
' ir symphony orchestras. 

Wiat he did not reveal .then 
was that he was in the process 
of clinching book and film con- 
tracts for his first novel, whig 
he wrote in a matter of weeks 
while working for Morgan 
Grenfell, the merchant bag.. 

Press Send, as in the mobile 
phone button, tells how a com- 
puter genius lakes revenge on 
his enemies 'from beyond- the 

grave, m McLaren, 45, drew an 

his experience at a venture cap- 
ital firm in San Randsco for ; the 
book, but it was. his original 


training as a. diplomat: which 
helped him place it without an 

p pfTnt- 

“I Wrote tire book last year 
and thenl had to think how to 
'* sell it," he said yesterday. “I had 
no natural- entrees at all ai d I 
didn't believe I could trust Day- 
book to the Royal -Mail to 
be read.. 

“1 sent it to a number of 
agents, all of whom showed 
complete Jade of interest. Then 
I y.nt it to publishers, whom 
friends of friends had suggest- 
ed, all of whom showed rather 
strong interest." • - . 

When it was dear they woold 

bid against each other for Press . 
Send, ^the banker decided to do 
the deal on his awn. He had 
meetings with all of them and 
eventually^aed with Simon & 
Sdiuster; • • . 

... Unusually, his criteria ^ wasnpt 
who. would offer most monCT, 
but^ Which firm be most trusted. 

“Smart people don’trip people 

off, stupid people rip people off. 


' As I trusted .the people, I felt 1 
could rely on a fair aeaL” 

Mr McLaren then turned 
his considerable energies to get- 
ting a film contract. 

*3 thought that with a book 
you could possibly approach 
■ publishers, crat with a movie I 
didn’t think, for a second that 
would make sense. 

“1 decided I needed ace 
agents, so I thought about any 
recent examples of a book by an 
unkn own author which had 
been a stunning success." 

The obvious one was The 
Horse Whisperer , by television 
producer Nick Evans, which 
was bought by Robert Red- 
'. ford for £L9m before is was 
even finished. . - 
“2 found our who had done 
that deal t Nick Marston at A 
p Whit, and Bob Bookman in 
LA -and a friend introduced 
me" to-Nick Marston. He read 
my synopsis, then my book, 
and was keen to work oh ik .. 
The two agents-had an auo 


’ don, and with interest from Dis- 
ney, Columbia Hi-Star, Uni- 
versal and, it is thought. Tom 
Cruise and Michael Douglas, 
Press Send was optioned by' 
Universal for around Sim. 

It is to be directed by Mike 
Nichols, whose past. credits in- 
clude The Graduate, Working 
Gat and the forthcoming film. 
Primary Colors. The book wiD 
be published next spring. 

What next, then from a man 
of such formidable talents? 
“Well," says Mr McLaren, “I 
have a pro-book deal with Si- 
mon & Schuster. 

“We're also putting a lot of 
energy into promoting Mas- 
terpnze.But 1 am also going to 
cut back my hours at Morgan 
Grenfell." 
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Cheaper medicine 
The price of non-presdption 
drugs are set (all after a deci- 
sion they are unfair. Page 2 
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Living it large 

Why are fat 
boyshaving 
all the fun? 



Forty years on 

Neal Ascherson 
reflects on Hungary’s 
1956 uprising 


Concubine hotline 

Why New York’s 
Orthodox Jews are 
outraged - or tempted 
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special offer 


the !M)KPEM:)E> r on Monday 



Prices to fall in 


free-for-all at 


the pharmacy 


Glenda Cooper 


Cheaper branded medicines are 
on the way after the Office of 
Fair Trading yesterday took the 
first move to abolish price 
controls on over-thercounter 
drugs. 

But pharmacists warned that 
the OFTs move could herald 
the death-knell for the small lo- 
cal pharmacy, with as many as 
one in four racing closure. 

John Bridgeman, director- 
general for the OFT said yes- 
terday he was taking legal action 
to end Resale Price Maintenance 
[RPM] -the practice of manu- 
facturers stipulating the price to 
be charged to customers - on 
neariy 2300 products which in- 
clude antiseptics, painkillers, in- 
digestion remedies, vitamins, 
minerals and laxatives. He said 
its abolition would save the con- 
sumer £IS0m a year. 

Pharmacists have argued that 


Product 


RPM price 


Owo-tabel 

produCtpri 


Extra <24 pock) £2.22 


99p-.^: 


£339 I 1 - 


m Seas Cod , 
r Oil (60); 


£3-59'/-'' 




gfinhi&i' 
it Vitamin C 
(60) 


.-£3.85 : :v£L90.0 


trofen (12) 

F prices fnJrnAsda 


69p 


ago after supermarket chain 
Asda, which was a key player in 


ending the book price-fixing 
agreement, defied RFM by 
slashing prices on products such 
as Anadin. 

Mr Bridgeman saidchemists 
in general were more secure 
than they had been in 1970 
when the last attempt to over- 
turn RPM on non-prescription 
medicines had been made. “A 
higher proportion of chemists' 
turnover is now from prescrip- 
tions: the figure is more than 70 
per cent compared with 50 per 
cent in 1970," he said. The 
products on which price com- 
petition would be possible ac- 
counted for only 3-4 percent of 
their business. “Many chemists 
will welcome this move, they will 
become more competent and 
efficient," he said. 

But David Sharpe, chairman 
of CPAG condemned the move 
and said: “RPM is a tried and 


removing RPM will put small 
chemists, who provide a valu- 


cbemisls. who provide a valu- 
able service to the community 
over and above dispensing med- 
icine, at the mercy of large su- 
permarket chains which will be 
able to discount more heavily 
than they can. 

The Community Pharmacy 
Action Group [CPAG] claimed 
the move could lead to up to a 
quarter of pharmacies closing, 
and described Mr Bridgeman's 
decision as a “massive threat to 
Britain's health care". 

RPM was made unlawful in 
Britain in the l%0s except for 
the two areas of books and over- 
the-counter medicines. The re- 
view of the policy began a year 


tested way of guaranteeing a 
widespread network of com- 
munity pharmacies which gives 
everyone in the UK access to 
professional advice and a wide 
range of medicines. Is it worth 
sacrificing such an essential 
service for a saving of 6 pence 
per person per week at the vety 
most? We know the UK public 
don’t think so"- :u. 

Labour consumer affairs 
spokesman Nigel Griffiths said 


he was “very concerned" by 
the announcement. “The OFT 


the announcement. “The OFT 
is playing into the hands of the 
big retailers." 

But Laura Simons, senior 
public affairs officer for the 
Consumers' Association, said: 
“We are delighted at this im- 
portant first step towards the 
abolition of RPM which has 
forced consumers to pay a high 
price without any improvement 
in access to pharmacy despite 
industry claims.” 





significant shorts 




Thousands to 
march fbr mane 


school money 

Thousands of teachers, 
school governors and 
supporters are expected to 
march through London today 
to press Kenneth Clarke, the 
Chancellor, to increase 
spending on education. 

The march comes as 


decisions are being finalised 
ahead of the Budget. It has 
being organised by the 
National Union of Teachers; 
which says education 
authorities are struggling this 
year against a £752m shortfall 
- the difference between 
what they asked for from the 
Government and what they 
received. 


Murder police 
arrest officer 


Woman jailed 
for contempt 
will appeal 

A woman jailed because site 
was too seared to give 
evidence against her alleged 
attacker is to appeal. 

The father of Sarah Holt, 
20. said yesterday he was 
“horrified" when he heard a 
judge at Chelmsford Crown 
Court in Essex had sent her 
to Holloway Prison, north 
London, for three months, 
though she Ls now in an open 
prison. Mr Holt, a 
businessman, said she has 
only just recovered from the 
scars of the assault allcgcdlv 
by her former boyfriend. Alex 
FryatL 

Women Vrights 
campaigners say Miss Holt 
and her friend Sophie Bird, 
jailed for two months, should 
be freed. 
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Detectives in Dublin 
investigating the murder of 
the journalist Veronica 
Guerin were last night 
questioning a garda arrested 
over suspected links with 
leading criminals. A sawn -off 
shotgun was reported to have 
been found ip his house. 

The Garda said he was 
being held under the- . 

Offences Against the State 
Act at a Dublin station “in 
connection with serious 
crimes”. The arrest is thought 
to have followed surveillance 
of criminals with links to the 
main suspect Since Ms 
Guerin's shooting in Jane 
more than 50 people have 
been arrested. Alan Murdoch 


Lush’s Adand 
found hanged 


Chris Adand. above. 



tfigh drama: The rehearsal for MiyakoYoshida (above), due 
Daphnis and Chloe , starring to open the Covent Garden 
Irek Mukhamedov and Royal Ballet season last 


night, was abandoned when 
scenery crashed. 

Photograph:Laurie Lewis 


Tunnel plan 
for Park Lane 


Postal staff head for strike despite threat to jobs 


Barrie Clement 

Labour Editor 


Despite dire warnings about job loss- 
es. most postal workers are voting for 
fresh industrial notion at the Royal 
MaiL according to both senior man- 
agers and union sources. 

The fresh round of disruption could 
cause havoc during the Christmas pe- 
riod and come at a sensitive lime for 


the Labour Party, with just six months 
to go before the general election. 

Management is intensifying its cam- 
paign for a *no’ vote, but concedes 
there is discontent among the 1 30.000- 
slrong workforce, which is intensely 
loyal to its union. The moderate lead- 
ership of the Communication Work- 
era’ Union is urging a vote for action, 
but is likely to call for fresh talks, what- 
ever the outcome of the ballot. 


The latest prediction of redundan- 
cies comes in a memorandum prepared 
by the Post Office which argues that 
strikes could force up to 30,000 em- 


ployees on to the dole over the next 
five vears, nearly a quarter of the work- 


five years, nearly a quarter of the work- 
force. Ministers have warned that 
more stoppages would lead to a fur- 
ther suspension of the Post Office’s let- 
ters monopoly. 

The warning about job losses is a 


“worst case scenario" contained in a 
paper drawn up to assess the impact 
on the service of more stoppages. 

The authors of the document say 
the three-month suspension threatened 
by the Government would allow seri- 
ous competitive services to become es- 
tablished After the dispute, private 
camera would almost certainly attempt 
to persuade ministers to allow ihem to 
continue operations, the paper says. 


The union ballot result is not due 
out until the end of the month, but even 
moderate union officials conceded 
yesterday that the vote was likely to be 
in favour of fresh action. . 

Senior managers think that the 
result will be dose- unlike the 68 per 
cent majority in favour of action in 
the first ballot - but say that they 
would not be suprised by another ‘yes' 


A visionary plan to extend 
Hyde Park in London by 
routing Park Lane 
underground is to be 
announced next month by a 
consortium seeking lottery 
funding for the project. 

The idea would be to give 
back the six acres taken from 
the park in the Sixties when 
much of Park Lane was 
turned into an eight-lane dual 
carriageway. The scheme, 


costing up to £90m, is being 
promoted by two enezneerir: 


promoted by two engineering 
firms. Christian Vfbtmar 


drummer with the rock group 
Lush, has been found dead in 
an outhouse at his home at 
Kendal, Cumbria. He had 
apparently hanged himself. 

Fellow members of the 
indie band, which had just 
finished a tour of the US. 
were said to be devastated. 
Police do not consider the 
death suspicious. 

Adand, 30. was thought to 
have been considering his 
future with the band which 
has had three hit singles in 
the alternative charts. 

A spokesman for Lush's 
record company, 4AD, said 
he had left London to visit 
his parents in Cumbria after 
the tour. He had been 
depressed but it was not 
known why. Mo Mover 




Miss 

Grrrimaldi 


but never miss GRRi^AHAM’S 
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Paramilitaries want peace 
to continue, says Trimble 


David McKittrick 

Ireland Correspondent 


The _ Ulster Unionist leader 
David Trimble yesterday 
emerged from a meeting with 
imprisoned Protestant para- 
militaries saying he believed 
they wanted the loyalist cease- 
fire to last 

His meeting with inmates at 
the Maze prison outside Belfast 
was something of a departure 
for a mainstream Unionist' 
leader, since most have pre- 
ferred to keep their distance 
from the violent loyalists. 

The encounter was described 
as constructive and fruitful by 
a loyalist spokesman. The mood 




David Trimble visited loyalists in the Maze white John 
Hume negotiated an end to the Londonderry stand-off 


of loyalist prisoners appears to 
have mellowed considerably in 
a very short time, since less than 
three weeks ago some olthem 
announced they were with- 
drawing then* support for the 
peace process. 

Among those Mr Trimble 
met were noted loyalist terrori- 
sts Johnny Adair, who once bad 
charge of the Ulster Defence 
Association's most violent sec- 
tion, and Michael Stone, who 
shot three Catholics dead at a 
republican funeral in 1988. 

Mr Trimble said: “I have left 
die meeting feeling very str ong - 


Graham's 

S3 the port of authority 


1y that the prisoners here wish 
to see the ceasefires sustained 
and wish to see positive devel- 
opments on the political front. 
I very much hope that the 
ceasefire will be sustained, but 
there is of course the ever-pre- 
sent worry that further acts of 
provocation by republicans 
could destabilisc-the situation. 

"I feel that they do now de- 
sire to see the peace process 
continuing. They can sec ... that 
from the point of view of con- 
tinuing republican violence, the 
republicans have put them- 
selves in a comer." 

Meanwhile the RUC said 


no decision hadyet been taken 
concerning a proposed Ap- 


prentice Boys of Derry march 
around the walls of London- 
derry city today. Residents of 
the Catholic Bogsidc district 
have said they will hold a 
protest meeting but the local 
MP, SDLP leader John Hume, 
appealed to them to call it off. 

The Apprentice Boys want 
200 local members, including 
one band, to march along the 
route they were prevented from 
taking in August Mr Hume said 
the march would take 20 to 25 
minutes, with just five minutes 
to pass over the Bogsidc. 


* 
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news 


The golden set pay homage at the court of Sir James 

' James • J- v * • ! 


Sir James Goldsmith breezed 
mio a windy Brighton yesterday 
where his Referendum Party to- 
day holds its inaugural confer- 
e 1 IM - e “jd l pes to shrug off the 
claim that it is a fringe organl- 

f tion. 

John Major levelled the' 
arge and claimed that people 
nad "completely misjudged the 
o potential impact of the Refer- 
cndu m Party”. They would not 
get many votes, be said. 

Sir James said it would be up 

to the people to decide the sta- 
tus of his party. 

But there was confusion in 
the run-up to the one-day con- 
ference. Two leading members 
admitted that the Referendum 
Party could let in Labour at the 
election. 

Then a news conference 
erupted as officials faced 
charges that they had barred 
journalists from the Daily Mir- 
ror and Daily Ttkgraph who hart 
written stories critical of the 
fledgling party. 

The Prime Minister, on a tour 
of Essex and Suffolk, set the ball 
rolling. Claiming that the im pact 
of Sir James's party had been 
completely misjudged, he said: 
"*1 don't believe they will get 
: _waany votes. 

’‘They are veiy much a fringe 

organisation and those votes wh] 
be spread across the all the po- 
litical parties. I fr ankl y don’t 


agree with the assessment it will 
flatnage any one particular. 

Sir James said whether irn 
party was a fringe organisation 

or not would be a matter for the 
people to decide. 

. Asked to respond to Mr Ma- 
jors suggestion that the Refer- 
endum Party posed no threat 
he said: “Well, I am sure he is 
a man of great vision.” 

■ Arriving at Brighton's Grand 
Hotel, Sir James said: “What 
we are trying to have is a con- 
ference which addresses the is- 
sues so that, when the 
conference is finished, the is- 
sues as they really are, aie avail- 
able to be known to the British - 
public." 

He would address what 
should be in the referendum 
question his party was seeking 
to win. 

*A0 1 can say is what the ques- 
tion has to address, and then the ' 
exact words have to emerge 
from the House of Commons m 

a proper Constitutional marm w 

but ft has to address the fun- 
damental issues.” 

Last weekend. Sir James said 
it must offer voters four options 
for the future shape of Europe: 
a federal superstate, a Europe 
of nation states cooperating 
together, going back to a free- 
trade-craly Europe ot puffing oiut 
altogether. 



Man of Gold: Sfr James Goldsmith . surrounded by photographers In Brighton yesterday for the Inaugural conference of his Referendum Party Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 


Picasso the seducer 


was more 




Jack O’Sullivan 
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Pablo Picasso, one of the great 
artistic talents of the 20th cen- 
tury, has been portrayed as an 
^corrigible misogynist, whose 
was littered with seduced 

then discarded warned: 

But an authoritative new biog- 
raphy argues that in fact in his 
rcIaLjonshipg~Wh women, be 
was “os much fanned against as 
sinning", and that, on at least 
two occasions, previomly.jin- : 
Known" mistresses Tejected his 
proposals qf«arriagh, - * ~ ‘ 

In tfi& xGBhd vtihShe t 

Life of Picasso, John Richard- 
son also argues that Picasso,, 
born in the 19th century into a 
traditional Andal u sian family, 
has been unfairly judged against 
die mores of the late 20th cen- 
tury while other chauvinists 
such as Rembrandt arid Matisse 
have been spared. 

The book will fuel contro- 
versy about the artist’s life, 
which is currently the subject of 
a Merchant Ivory film; Surviv- 
ing Picasso, starring Anthony 
Hopkins and based on Arian- 
na Stassin opoulos’s hostile bi- 
ography Picasso: Creator and ' 
Dcstmyer. . - - 

“It is certainly ;■ true," 
^feebardsoh said yesterday, 
■*"thal Picasso treated women 
hadjy, but he also showed great 
compassion and tenderness.” 

; During the First World Wir, 
he said, the Spanish artist foil 
in love with two women who 
abandoned weltadvanoed plans 
for marriage with him, leaving 
the legendary seducer devas- 
tated. The biography devotes a 
chapter to each of them. 

GabyLespinassc was the fo- 
cus of his desires in 191 5. -“She 
was a very sweet girl who is 
tboughl to. have danced in the 
Montparnasse cabaret;" - , 
Richardson sax’s. ■ 

/“Her lover was Herbert _ 
Lespinasse. whom sbe sobse- 
- quently married, and who was 
<mc of the.creators of St Trop^ 
He had a house there, which 
was a centre of bohemian life. 
Picasso and Gaby weiii there, 
like many others, to escape 
Paris during the war. They used 
. -itas&krvc'ncst. 

"There are many beautiful 
watercolours of the rooms by 
Mediterranean, that are 
lein Pitasso'swarfc On the 
sheets, there are tovclet- 
lers^d descriptions of their 

bedrooni. : . ' ’ .' 

“He gave her all these, but 
'ibey didoot come to light un- 

■ recently. They 1 are way touch- 

ing. A' kit haw the names pf 
Gaby and Picasso entwined m 
different colours. They merge 
into one, their names, it 

wcre^copulating. There; is an- 
■other letter, in winds Picasso 
says ‘I love you’ in every du- 
ferent colour. Here you can see 
the: sweet aDd tender o£ 

Pi ^tehiidmet Gabywhfi||j& 
mtoreas .of the jpenod. &u, 
»»s dying of cancer. She was 
veiy young ,*nd heaunf^- 

.ha- about his tnps w St 
because in November and oe- 
1915 he was going ai- 
evehr day to-sce Eva- 
. "When Eva - died, Pj®®* 
aimed that .he would 
Gaby:But^e decided l tong 

■ iy Herbert instead- She leu 



Above, Old a fti an Armchair, by Picasso In 1917. 
Picasso and Olga married In 1918, but the bourgeois 
lifestyle stifled him. Below, the artist Photograph: Rex 




she would have a better life with 
SXwitb-aP^^er 
who was known tobepcssesave 


. lanm e Apoflinaire. abducted 
ho:. They took her to a villa in 
the Paris suburbs. Biit Picasso 
didn't fasten the shutters well' 
acid she escaped, although she 
ramft back of h er own-accord a: 
week later.- • . , 

. ‘Theaflair was on and off un- 


til the end of 1916, when they 
decided to get married. Then at 
the last minute, when they were 
going to meet family in 
Barcelona, she returned to her 
previous lover in Paris. Ir&ne 
was basically a lesbian. That 
. is why she went back and for- 
wards between girlfriends and 
then boyfriends. She led a 
peculiar Kfe - she had been kept 
by a Russian gr&ndduke in 
Moscow." 

* She did, however, become Pi- - 
casso’s mistress again in 1923 
• and one of Picasso’s most fa- 
inous works, The Lovers (1923), 
showing a young man and a 
.woman, is, reveals Richardson, 
of the couple. 

“Irene recently died in an old 
people-’s home,, aged 101,” he 
. said, “but a friend did meet her 
and like many old ladies with 
disreputable pasts, she denied 
aQ the stories. Fortunately, I 
found her letters in an archive 
in Florence.” 

The consequence of Picasso's 
-second rejection, Richardson 
says, was that Picasso went in 
search once more of a wife. In 
spring 1917 he went to Rome to 
work with the Diaghflev Ballet, 

' whose wartime headquarters 
were in Rome. There he met the 
Russian ballerina, Ofga Kho- 
khlova. whom he married in 
1918 when he was 37. 

He eventually tired of Olga, 
who introduced'him to a stifling 
1 bourgeois lifestyle of middle- 

- class conformism and order. 
There were to be many more 

' mistresses, including Francoise 
Gflotwho -famously remarked 
that Picasso treated all women 
like goddesses and then as 
doormats. She did not mind be- 
ing a goddess, but she drew the 
hue at the doormat. 

“Picasso’s feelings for women 
were - extremely intense,” 
Richardson said. “He could 
not function without a woman 
around. Dora Maar, his mistre ss 
from 1936 to 1944, told me that 
when women in Picasso’s life 
changed, everything changed: 
the style of painting changed, 
the band of friends changed, the 

- poet — he always had a poet 
around - the house and the dog 
all changed. 

“It is-not strictly true, but it 
is quite true. And his relation- 
ship with women is reflected in 
his work. If he is tender with 
them, there is tenderness in his 
work. If awoman is sick you see 
it, as in portraits of his second 
wife, Jacqueline, who was fre- 
quently in. And when women 
are replaced, you might have a 
p ainting with dark hair on One 
side and blonde on the other, 
so that a woman can see for her- 
self that she is being replaced.” 

Picasso’s women do not al- 
ways appear figuratively. “I 
have found that after 1910 Pi- 
casso paints his mistresses not 
as conventional figures, but 
perhaps as a guitar or an in- 
strument that could be played," 
Richardson said 

In. one previously unknown' 
work found in Russia, small Iet- 
, ten are scratched in a dark cor- 
ner of the. painting. They are 
“Eva” representing Eva Gonei, 

- His mistress at the time. • 

a A Life of Picasso, vol U, 1907 - . 
1917: the painter of modem 
Mfe by, John Richardson; pub- 
lished next month by Jonathan 
Cfcpe;J30 • 


Sign of the times as syndrome 
sufferers stop defying definition 


DAVID LISTER 

Arts News Editor 


There is a debilitating new dis- 
ease called Syndrome Syn- 
drome. It afflicts editors of the 
Collins English Dictionaries 
who spend months discovering 
new syndromes to put Into then- 
reference works. 

Some 25 syndromes and then- 
effects have been detailed by the 
seven-strong editorial team un- 
der Loma Gilmour, the man- 
aging editor of Collins En glish 
Dictionaries. They are, says Ms 
Gilmour, a 90s phenomenon 


and the next Collins Dictionary 
wfli contain a number of them. 

Gulf War Syndrome, suf- 
fered by those who took part in 
the conflict, is definitely in the 
next edition, as is Jerusalem 
Syndrome - “a delusive condi- 
tion affecting some visitors to 
Jerusalem, in which the suffer- 
er identifies with a major figure 
from his or her religious back- 
ground”. 

Those of a mare temporal per- 
suasion risk the double wham- 
my of Affiuenza - "a feeling of 
guilt experienced by someone 
who is earning a lot of money”. 


and the even more painful Fat 
Docket Syndrome- “sriatiepain 
caused by sating cm thick waDeis” 

It could be worse. You might 
have given up the pursuit of 
wealth for a healthier lifestyle. 
Beware Pedal Pusher's Palsy - 
“a condition caused by overuse 
of exercise bicycles with wide 
seats and high handlebars, re- 
quiring a position which causes 
pressure on the sciatic nerve". 

Workers made redundant 
can breathe a sigh of relief 
that they wiD not fall prey to Sur- 
vivor’s Syndrome - “a chronic 
insecurity felt by employees 


who have escaped 'downsiz- 
ing', causing apathy and a lack 
oflnui in then- company". 

Curiously the one syndrome 
that did make headlines this 
year, “Paradise Syndrome" - a 
feeling that things are going so 
well you must become ill and 
die, which the pop singer Dave 
Stewart claimed to have - has 
not registered with the Collins 
researchers. “That’s a new one 
on u s," said Loma Gilmour. 
Perhaps her staff should read 
the papers more thoroughly or 
they may not last long enough 
to suffer Survivor's Syndrome. 


*** 
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If yoVd like to know more about oar unique whiskey, write to us for a free booklet at the Jack Daniel DistSlery. Lynchbug, Tennessee USA. 

IN MR! BILL EDWARDS’ POSITION, it isn’t improper to spit. 

As a taster for Jack Daniel Distillery, he’ll sample a lot 
of whiskey in a day. But Bill never swallows a drop. 

He’ll roll the whiskey around in his mouth, tasting it 
for smoothness and maturity. And when he retires it 
to a spittoon, there’s no sense of impropriety. Around 
here, everyone knows if we didn't have people 
spending their days spittin’, we wouldn’t have 
a whiskey so highly valued for sippin’. 
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news 


‘I believed I was pregnant 


the hope that I was and the 




Diane Blood, widow of Stephen, plans to tall# 
her legal battle to have his baby to the Court 
of Appeal. Friends are appealing for funds ter 
help her. This is what she told the High Court 


✓ We bad previously been 'courting 
L for nine years ... We were very 
“ close to both sets of parents. 

I work in advertising and public 
relations. I set up my own company in 
January 1993 under a government 
enterprise scheme. My main fee business 
was •from a leading manufacturer of pre- 
school baby and nursery products. 
Stephen would help- me scour 
publications for relevant articles. 

Stephen and I had the good fortune 
to share similar religious beliefs' and 
ethical values. 


family were properly protected. The 
arguments in favour of such use .struck us 
as particularly compelling in the case of a 
married couple. 

Stephen wished to donate his organs 


for the benefit of others, upon his death. 1 
he would hi 


To have children was our plan right 
from the lime when we decided 


Diane Blood: We both thought artificial insemination was a wonderful way of helping unfortunate people have children 


Photograph: Nicholas Turpin 


1988) 

to get engaged, pool our finances and buy 
a house ... We believed that the 
responsible thing to do was to have a 
family only when we were confident that 
the time was right. 

Finally, I was confident at the end of 
1994 that my financial affairs were stable 
enough to enable us to start a family. 

We both thought artificial insemination 
was a wonderful way of helping 
unfortunate people have children. It often 
came up in conversation ... We also 
discussed organ donation. 

We saw no objection to the 
posthumous use of a husband's sperm by 
his wife, provided that the interests of the 
child and of any other children of the 


have no doubt that he would have wished 
sperm to be taken from him and used by 
me in the tragic circumstances of his 
untimely death. 

1 think probably in mid to late 1994 we 
t.ni ifwi specifically about a newspaper or 
magazine story about a widow who > 
wanted to use sperm from her late . 
husband. I remember that we talked 
about it sitting around the dining . 

room table. 

We thought it was lovely (hat. if she 
wanted a child, she still had the 
opportunity to have the child of perha 
the only man she would ever low. 

We began actively wing to eonccr. 

We installed new fitted furniture in the 
spare bedroom ... We wondered how we 
would react when the child grew up and 
stuck horrible stickers on tbo nice units. 

Wc had been having regular sex 
without contraception. I actually believed 
that I was pregnant. Stephen died in the 
hope that 1 was and the belief that Z 
might well be. 4| 

The Stephen Blood Baby Appeal 
can he contacted on 0121-643 4636 * 


Morality, 
ethics and 
interference 


Patricia Wynn Davies 

Legal Affairs Editor 


What possible social or public 
policy can be said to justify the 
“cruel and unnatural" decision 
to deprive Diane Blood of the 
use of her dead husband's 
sperm? 

So says the fertility expert 
Lord Winston, Professor of 
Fertility Studies at the Royal 
Postgraduate Medical School, 
Hammersmith Hospital in west 
London. His support for Mrs 
Blood's case seems the rational 
commonscnsc point of view, in 
line with what large numbers of 
ordinary people might think 
was right in a case where a cou- 
ple in a stable marriage planned 
to have children. 

After alL children are born 
into far less satisfactory circum- 
stances than the caring' environ- 
ment that would be on offer from 
Mrs Blood and her extended 
family. That the wonders of 
modern medical science were so 
freely available to Mandy All- 
wruxl - whose fertility treat- 
ment resulted in her becoming 
pregnant with octuplcts. all of 
whom she miscarried this month 
- heightens the sense of injustice. 

The alternative view is that tlx: 
decision to bring what will be a 
latherless child into the world is 
such a serious one that rigorous 
safe guards must be applied. At 


The emphasis on 
the pragmatic 
and practical 
stands in harsh 
contrast to Diane 
Blood's turmoil 


least one doctor, and rrobabh’ 


ana rrc 

others, have described the 


pn yuss of extracting sperm from 
a dying man as macabre. 

The feature that marks out 
Mrs Blood's case fre>m a series 
of others where doctors have 
brought their ethical dilemmas 
before the courts is the existence 
of detailed legislation painstak- 
ingly drawn up tw Parliament af- 
ter a lengthy committee of 
inquiry into human fertilisation 
which reported in 1984. 

In retrospect, even that de- 
tailed examination of the issues 
could not anticipate all even- 
tualities. In Iter evidence to 
the court. Baroness Waraock, 
who had chaired the inquiry, 
highlighted the kind of fine di- 
viding line which no one had 
foreseen: “In the case of 
posthumous birth, we envis- 
aged that, us a general rule, 
sperm would have been frozen 
with a view to pregnancy before 
a man became ill. oral' the on- 
set of his illness, and that there- 
fore agreement would be 
presumed, the couple being 
treated as one (in which case no 
written consent is required], Wc 
did not ev en hypothetically con- 
sider the present case." " 

But the Human Fertilisation 
and Embtyology Authority's 


strict application of a strict law 
- which was not so unreason- 
able, said Sir Stephen Brown, 
the High Court judge who on 
Thursday upheld the HFEA’s 
decision to block treatment to 
Mrs Blood, as to entitle a court 
to interfere with it - is none the 
less in line with the inquiry's 
overall approach. It spelt out 
“grave misgivings'' in its report 
about artificial insemination by 
a husband ( AIH) in one type of 
situation: 

"A man who has placed se- 
men in a bank may die and his 
widow may then seek to be in- 
seminated. This may give rise to 
profound psychological prob- 
lems for the child and the moth- 
er ... The use by a widow of her 
dead husband’s sperm for AIH 
is a practice which we feel 
should be actively discouraged.’' 

The inquiry accepted that 
there could be some requests, 
and emphasised the need for 
“some finality for those ad- 
ministering estates of deceased 
persons since, in such cases, 
posthumous fertilisation could 
cause real problems of inheri- 
tance and succession. Account 
would have to be taken of issue 
who might be born years after 
the death". 

That emphasis on the prag- 
matic and the practical stands m 
harsh contrast to Diane Blood's 
human turmoil. Looking at the 
debates it was dear. Sir Stephen 
said, that written consent was 
considered to be a mailer of 
“fundamental importance". 

Before regulation was intro- 
duced decisions of this land 
would have been taken by in- 
dividual dinidans based on the 
merits of the case. Some doc- 
tors. lawyers, legislators and 
lay people believe that the dif- 
ficult median: thical questions 
arc best dealt with in this way. 
Experience has proved chat this 
is not the whole answer, and has 
shown that even where Parlia- 
ment has not intervened, an- 
guished diniuans frequently 
turn to the courts to make final, 
often life or death, decisions. 
The kinds of case that have gone 
to law in these circumstances 
are no less ethically vexed. 

Take the scries of decisions 
vviicie, without parliamentary au- 
thority. the courts have ruled’ that 
a woman has no right to risk her 
own 1 death and that of her un- 
born ehild by withholding con- 
sent to a Caesarean birth. While 
so far confined to cases where it 
is thought that both mother and 
baby would die, die rulings rep- 
resent a trend in which the 
courts have edged away from the 
principle that medical interven- 
tions cannot be imposed except 
where the patient is mentally 01 
or unconscious. 

Thej- show that the principle 
of consent is becoming a much 
more flexible concept when 
seeking to preserve _ life but 
not, it seems froni Diane 
Blood's case, when seeking to 
create it 

The troubling thread running 
through it all, which mam- had 
hoped had been long buried, is 
the unmistakable impression 
that women may not know what 
is best for them. 
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Albert 


*>jo Mows 

As the two-year McLibel trial 
slowly draws to a close, aa al- 
ternative campaign appears to 
fining ground. On the one 
5 W McDonald's and a bur- 
geoning legal team: on the oth- 
er one Albert Beale, from 
goomsbury, London. 

■ Til'- is frustrating the fast 
rood giant’s attempts to ex- 
tend opening hours at two Lon- 
don branches. So successful 
has he been that he is offering 
himself as a “freelance anti- 
plannmg consultant” to other 
people wishing to oppose Me- 



in battle of the burger 





* i 

‘ ! "* • 


Donald's late licences. 

Mr Beale, who edits an in- 
tj 'lhational direct oiy of peace 
environmental orga nisa- 
trons from King’s Cross, in 
London, began his campaig n 
when he found that two Mc- 
Donald's branches near his 
home - one in King’s Cross and 
one in New Oxford Street - had 
applied for late licences. 

“I’m the kind of person who 
goes around reading s mall print 
1 thought well, as a concerned 
local citizen, 1 don't like this. Z 
lodged lengthy objections with 



Relishmg a battle: Albert Beale is offering himself as an “anti-planning consultant" to those who oppose McDonald’s applications for late licences Photograph: Kevin Weaver 


Camden, council pointing out 
that there would be the added 
litter, plus local disturbance in 
a residential area. One of the lo- 
cal ward councillors has even 
written to the licensing com- 


mittee in stqjport of my objec- 
tions.” 

Mr Beale also objected on 
the grounds that he consid- 
ered McDonald’s to be “not fit 
and proper”. At the first coun- 


cil hearing in July, he present- 
ed 40 pages of manusenpt from 
the McLibel trial - which con- 
cerns a leaflet about the burg- 
er company - to support Iris 
claim. The licensing hearing, at- 


tended by two McDonalds rep- 
resentatives and a planning 
consultant, was deferred. 

At the second meeting Mc- 
Donald's was represented by 
eight people, including lawyers 


from a top legal firm. Mr Beale 
managed to again have the de- 
cision deferred. By the third 
meeting, last Tuesday, Mc- 
Donald's team bad grown to 
nine. The licensing committee 


overruled McDonald's objec- 
tions to the campaigner's re- 
quest to film the meeting for the 
McSpotiight Internet site, pan 
of a campaign supporting the 
; in the McLibel 


two defendants i 


triaL After four hours of tech- 
nical argument. Mr Beale man- 
aged to ensure decisions on both 
applications were again de- 
ferred. 

As the meeting was ad- 
journed. McDonald's lawyer, 
Philip Kolbil. told the commit- 
tee: “Were not going to wait 
forever.” to which the chairman 
replied: “In that case, it could 
be no." 

Mr Beale sees himself as an 
expensive little thorn in Mc- 
Donald's side. But he accepts 
that if refused late licences. Mc- 
Donald's is likely to continue 
the legal process and this could 
be risky for local councils who 
do not want huge legal bills. 

In the meantime, he and a fel- 
low objector hope to extend 
their campaign. "To be honest, 
I didn't think TU last the first 
meeting. McDonald's were cer- 
tainly surprised that we've 
fought them through three." 

Mr Beale thinks, the bailie 
will end within weeks, but he is 
producing a fact sheet on how- 
people can block other Mc- 
Donald’s late licences. 

“They've got to renew- their 
night licences every year so 
we'll block them every year. 
Since McDonald's can be’ rep- 
resented by a consultant, we will 
offer ourselves as anti-planning 
consultants free." 

A spokesman for McDon- 
ald’s said yesterday that Mr 
Beale was known as an ami- Mc- 
Donald's campaigner. He said 
there was “nothing unusual" in 
the extended committee hear- 
ings, or in the number of peo- 
ple McDonald's employed to 
attend. 
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Blair’s drinks 
party raises 
Tory hackles 


Jolui Rentoul 

Political Correspondent 


Tony Blair has been accused of 
breakingl9th-centuiy laws 
against “corrupt practices" by 
providing voters in two key 
marginal seats with free drinks. 

New voters coming on to the 
electoral register in Blackpool 
were invited to a party on the 
Saturday before this month’s 
Labour conference for the 
chance to meet Tony Blair and 
“have a good night out". 

Harold EHetsoa, the Conser- 
vative MP for Blackpool North, 
yesterday threatened legal action 
under the law against ‘Treating" 
- the practice of providing free 
food or drink to influence elec- 
tors winch was an accepted fea- 
ture of British elections until the 
Reform Act of 1832. 

Most of the drink at the par- 
ty for young people was sold at 
a cash bar, but some was pro- 
vided free by Creation Records, 
the Oasis record company 
which sponsored the event, 

The local Labour Parly invit- 
ed people on the electoral roll in 
the two Blackpool constituencies 
who turned 18 this year, and 
some who have readied voting 
age since the last election. They 
were contacted by telephone and 
around 200 turned up at the Nor- 
breck Castle hotel. 

A Labour spokesman said the 
purpose of the event was to let 
young people see that “we’re 
not all anoraks with glasses 
held together by sticking plas- 
ter”. The party featured a band 
called 18-Wheeler. “It was a . 
normal Saturday night out," 
the spokesman said. 

But Mr Elletson told The In- 


dependent : “1 am shocked and 
disgusted by such a blatant at- 
tempt to undermine the de- 
mocratic process." 

He is defending a notional 
7,000 majority on new bound- 
aries; Blackpool South is now an 
ultra-marginal scat with a ma- 
jority of less than 400 and a Tory 
MP, Nick Hawkins, who has 
gone on the “chicken run" to a 
safe southern England seat. 

Mr Elletson said he had tak- 
en advice from Tory Central Of- 
fice. which was that, if the event 
was held on behalf of the 
Labour candidates in those 
seats, it could be illegal. “This 
appears to be a comipl practice. 
It the Labour Party cannot pro- 
vide answers as to exactly what 
they were up to, 1 will take this 
former," he said. The Labour 
spokesman described the com- 
plaint as “nonsense". 

“Treating" was outlawed in 
1883, in measures now incorpo- 
rated in the Representation of 
the People Act 1983. An official 
at Central Office in London, said 
he was “looking far people at the 
event who would be prepared to 
testify". He said the party was 
reminiscent of the days of rotten 
boroughs and bought elections. 
It was “something that most 
agents would not do because it's 
too close to breaching the spir- 
it of the law if not the letter". 

For treating to be a criminal 
offence, somebody has to be 
“corrupted and induced by 
treating" to vote in a particular 
way, which would be difficult 
to prove. But it would still be il- 
legal if “refreshments were de- 
liberately provided to influence 
an election", according to one 
summary of electoral law. 


Gun clubs may 
get lottery cash 


Michael Streeter 


Gun clubs threatened with clo- 
sure by the Government's pro- 
posed ban on most handguns 
could be eligible for money 
from the National Lottery to 
help them stay in business. 

National officials from shoot- 
ing^organisations are^urging 

Sports Council toiraprove the 
security of their buildings, which 
must meet stringent 'require- 
ments to store .22 calibre pistols 
and handguns. These are the 
"y handguns to escape the han 
jounced early this week in the 
wake of the Cullen report into 
the Dunblane massacre last 
March in which 16 children 
and a teacher were shot dead. 

The Sports Council con- 
firmed to The Independent yes- 
terday that such bids would be 
considered, and could meet 
the funding guidelines. A 
spokeswoman for the counci] 
said that one aim of the grants 
was to improve clubhouses. 
And increasing security was a 
way of doing that, she said.. 
Before a moratorium bn 


grants to gun dubs which foj- 
lowed Dunblane, nine organi- 
sations bad received a total of 
£263.000 in lottery cash. 

Colonel John Hoarc, the sec- 
retary of the National Smallbore 
Rifle Assodalion, said: “We 
believe they will be legitimate 
claims. The purpose" of the 
grants is to increase the partic- 
ipation of the young and the dis- 
abled. We need to broaden the 
base of the participants if we are 
to continue to compete in the 
Olympics." 

Jackie AAfalsh. of the Dun- 
blane-based Snowdrop Cam- 
paign which wants to sec a ban 
on all handguns, said: “This is 
an appalling idea. The Gov- 
ernment appears to be taking 
with one hand but giving back 
with the other, in some cases 
dubs will be belter off than they 
were before." 

Richard Doubleday, spokes- 
man for Gaily Hill Shooting 
Club in Surrey, said it won 
£99,000 lottery money' last Jan- 
uaiy and would buOd a dubhousc 
to meet the security require- 
ments. Without that, “we could 
not hove survived," he said. 
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FILL IN THIS COUPON IN YOUR OWN HANDWRITING IF YOU’D 
LIKE A BMW 3 SERIES THAT’S JUST AS UNIQUE. 


Every BMW 3 Series is created the same 
way. But that isn't to say that every BMW 3 Series 
is created the same. 

Like afl our. cars, the list of standard features 
is impressive to begin with. ABS, driver^ airbag, • 
side impact protection and ah electronic 
immobiliser to name but a few. 


After that however, the choices are yours. 
There are five different body shapes. Compact, 
Saloon, Coupe, Convertible and Touring. 

There are nine different engines. Including 
both petrol and diesel alternatives. There's a 
choice of nineteen different exterior colours. Not 
to mention, ten different types of upholstery. 


And thatb before you've reaily started. 

Sports suspension and seats, on-board 
computer, air conditioning- and park distance 
control are among the numerous options avail- 
able on individual models. 

The BMW 316L for instance has more than 
851,000 possible variations before you even get 


halfway through the options list 

All of which goes a long way towards 
explaining what makes the experience of driving 
a BMW unique. 

As unique, in fact as the person 
sitting behind the wheel 

TW ULTIMATE DRIVING MACHiME 
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protect 

children 



is who in college row 


■ A 


yw. 




Glenda Cooper 


Ministers acted yesterday to 
protect children in residential 
homes following a wave of scan- 
dals which exposed widespread 
sexual and physical abuse. 

Stephen Dorrell, the Secretary 
of State for Health, told the As- 
sociation of Directors for Social 
Services annual conference that 
ministers would tighten the law 
and extend regulations on reg- 
istration to homes with less than 
four children. 

The move was announced 
. Jfemid a rise in the number of 
\ $small homes for children, aDd 
increasing concern about abuse. 
Last year, a highly critical report 
by the Social Services Inspec- 
torate warned that lack of 
registration in privately run 
children's homes meant that sex 
abusers have been able to set up 
institutions, with local author- 
ities often taking a “lax ap- 
proach” to investigating them. 

The inspect crate said that in 
some small homes it found 
fraudsters working, and people 
subsequently convicted of sex- 
ual and physical abuse. At pre- 
sent, small homes do not have 
to register under the 1989 Chil- 
dren’s Act. nor are they oblig- 
ed to carry out police checks. 

M It is anomalous that [these 
homes] should be exempt from 
registration,” said Mr Dorrell, 
“particularly in a held where the 
risks of abuse are well-known." 

Changes in social services 
over recent years meant the reg- 
ulatory system, aimed at pro- 
tecting vulnerable people, was 
Mil of date, he said. 
fcHis speech came as a report 
® published on the regulation 
and inspection of social ser- 
vices. The study, by a former civ- 
il servant Tbm Burgher, makes 
a number of key recommenda- 
tions, including calls for trading 
standards or councils' chief ex- 
ecutive departments to take over 
responsibility from social services 
for inspecting care homes. - 


“It seems clear that there is 
a gap in regulatory airanj 
merits that leaves vulnerable 
children at risk,” says the report. 
“The absence of a requirement 
to register is a fundamental 
handicap in ensuring that an ad- 
equate standard- of care is be- 
ing provided.” 

Mr Burgner added that local 
authority homes should be sub- 
ject to the same rules as homes 
. run by the voluntary and private 
sector, and that there should be 
new national benchmarks on 
standards for homes operated 
by councils and others: 

Mr Dorrell said that the Gov- 
ernment had accepted these 
recommendations and that a 
White Paper aimed at closing 
gaps would be published in Jan- 
uary. “We are committed' to 
promoting and defending high 
standards of professional prac- 
tice,” he told the conference in 
Edinburgh- “The time is right for 
further development of practice 
and conduct standards.” 

Mr Burgner’s report also 
covered the regulation of resi- 
dential care and nursing homes 
for the elderly, suggesting that 
the legal distinction between the 
two should be abolished. 

“Our initial view is that the 
case for this kind of “single care 
home” has not been convinc- 
ingly made." said Mr Dorrell. 
“But we want to hear what oth- 
ers think about this key issue.” 

Counsel and Care, the char- 
ity which gives help to older peo- 
ple, urged the Government to 
go further on inspection for 
homes, saying the announce- 
ments were “inadequate”. 

“We welcome the Govern- 
ment's announcement," said 
Jeff Smith, the charity's gener- 
al manager. “But those outlined 
do not go Jar enough. There 
needs to be a new. tougher sys- 
tem to promote high and con- 
sistent standards, of care and to 
span the current professional 
split between residential care 
and uuismg homes." 



Matter of principal: Criticisms of Dr Duane Arnold (below) have soured the ‘once happy* atmosphere at St Chad’s College - part of Durham University Photographs: North News 



University community split as tutors lose confidence in their principal 


Ben Summers 
and Paul Tyrrell 


principal of 
University's 


The future of the 
one of Durham University'! 
most prestigious colleges has 
been thrown into doubt after he 
was found to have supplied 
misleading acconnts of his back- 
ground tb the university and 
Who’s Who. 

The Rev Duane Arnold. 43, 
was heralded as Durham's an- 
swer to some of Oxbridge’s fa- 
mously flamboyant and 
eccentric dons when he was ap- 
pointed principal of St Chad's 
in 1994. 

Since then, there has indeed 
been spectacle - rumoured to 
include high-table toasts to 
“His Imperial Majesty King 
Edward VH”, and a new can- 
dlelit inauguration ceremony, in 
Latin, for freshers. 

But there has also been con- 
troversy. Thirteen college tutors, 
among them the chaplain and 
vice-principal, have left office 
since Dr Arnold's arrival bom 
the US in October 1994. Four 
of the tutors were on the college 
council which is instrumental in 
deciding policy; another nine 
council members have also de- 
parted. phis four non-teaching 
staff, including the college sec- 
retary and accountant. 

On his resignation foom the 
college, senior lecturer Charles 



The Rev Amofc/’sentry/n "Who's Who' fists an impressive num- 
beraf qualifications, but many of the institutions concerned claim 
no knowledge of Mm. 

■New Mark Unrveraty claims no knowledge of his 1979 NYU BA 
degree. Dr Arnold’s entry in Who’s Who in America from the year 
. that he became St Chad’s coliege principal claims a 1979 BA 
not ffom. NYU,. but from the State University of New \brk at Al- 
bany, which also said It had no record of him. 

■Concordia University iri Quebec, said that there was no men- 
tion of Dr Arnold in its records, which date back to 1976. 
■Philadelphia University doesn't exist 
■The bustenbe ofa 1983 Diploma in Theology from Cambridge 
University Is not known to the records department of Cambndga 
University .. A spokesperson said: ‘No Duane Arnold Ison the 
fBcdrd as "having matriculated at Cambridge.* : 

A spokesperson tor Wto’s Who’ yesterday confirmed that Dr Arnold 
had signed the form upon which he fisted his qualifications for 
pubBcation in the 1996 edition of "Who's Who'. The company 
then soft him a pro of copy to.be checked before publication. 
QfArhoU made no corrections to this, but sortie more Informa- 
•tion was' added, the proof was signed again by tvm. and was 
then returned to "Who's Who' for publication. Both signed forms 
are.^iB In ihe possek^on of the company. 


Shaw wrote to the JCR presi- 
dent: “I feel great regret that I 
am leaving what was ODce a hap- 
py college and guilt for desert- 
ing you at a time when all St 
Giad’s students will need such 
moral support- 1 hope that you 
will keep in touch and that we 


shall meet again in college m 
happier times. In the meantime, 
I shall not set foot in St Chad's 
while Dr Arnold is principal" 
A letter sent to Dr Arnold on 
June 1 1996 and signed by 14 
college tutors read: “We are 
deeply concerned about the 


disruption to the orderly and 
harmonious working of the col- 
lege. due to the breakdown in 
personal relationships. We 
therefore wish lo recurd that we 
cannoi continue to have confi- 
dence in you as principal of St 
Chad's college." 

In a statement issued on 1 1 
October, Durham University 
said that although it had “no 
doubt that the principal holds 
the qualifications necessary for 
the post to which he was’ ap- 
pointed". it was informing the 
college - Dr Arnold's employ- 
er - that it had found “dis- 
crepancies” in 'material which 
was supplied to the university 
for an application for a work 
permit in 1994". 

Until yesterday, the college 
council, whose head is the Rt 
Rev Michael Hcnshail. Bishop 
of \Afarringion. made it clear it 
was supporting Dr Arnold. 

Yesterday, however, the 
Bishop issued a statement 
which said he was now investi- 
gating the allegations, and that 
“in due course the college coun- 
cil will form a view and act ac- 
cordingly". 

Dr Arnold was unavailable 
for comment yesterday, but he 
was earlier reported to have 
blamed the discrepancies on 
clerical errors, which he had 
deair as soon as they were 
drawn to his attention.’ 



The benefits of <fii£tal technology are 
obvious: per-second billing, superior call clarity, 
absolute security and cheaper can charges. 

- you can now take advantage of all of them 
for an unbeatable £1X63 per month. And you’ll 
get 2 months’ One rental absolutely free. 

This comes with the reassurance of our unfapw Can Quota™ 
Service, protecting you from unexpectedly high bills, and our 14 
dav money back guarantee, tf s value and service like this which 
-2TS5. us the UK’s huge* independent tetephone 
company with over 390,000 customers and thousands more 

joining every week. 

We know that peace of mind is what matters most to our 

we’m to -faring. 


66 They knew what they were talking 
about and took time to give me the right 
package at the right price. ^ 
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The heart 
of Britain^ 
defence up 

for offer: 

Overseas 

buyers 

welcome 



Empire building: The Ministry of Defence in Whitehall - foreign bidders are being invited to put a price upon Its worth Photogaph: Nick Turpin 


Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

The Ministry of Defence build- 
ing in Whitehall could be sold 
to a foreign bidder tinder plans 
for a lease-back arrangement to 
pay for a £165m redevelop- 
ment of the building. 

It is part of the Govern- 
ment's search for cuts in pub- 
lic expenditure, but senior 


ministers have wanted the Trea- 
sury that any deeper cuts in the 
defence budget would hit the 
front-line capability, and risk 
breaking a clear commitment. 

The statues of war heroes such 
as Montgomery and Slim are 
mute, but the sale raises ques- 
tions about what they woukl have 
said if they had known the MoD 
building itself was to be sold to 
a potential foreign buyer. The 


bunding is being prepared for 
sale as part of the Government’s 
private finance initiative 
scheme. A Japanese bank, 
Nomura International, was part 
of the consortium which 
recently agreed to pay £1.6bn 
for the MoD married quarters. 

Defence officials said last 
night that it was too soon to say 
who would be potential bidders 
for the 91,998 sq metres of of- 


fice space in the prime central 
London spot, but foreign bid- 
ders were not being ruled ouL 

Although the ownership 
would change, the MoD would 
retain a very long lease on the 
buikling and under these terms, 
one leading property adviser 
said yesterday that the sale of 
the bunding could be in the re- 
gion of £1 75m. 

For security reasons, the 


MoD win re main in control of 
the entire bunding. 

TWo other MoD buildings in 
central London - Northum- 
berland House and Metropoie 
House in Northumberland Av- 
enue - will be closed and of- 
fered for sale as part of the deal. 

The MoD would retain the 
old War Office and the defence 
secretary's grace-and-favour 
flat in the old Admiralty 


bunding near Admiralty Arch. 

The move to sell the MoD 
building is part of the Govern- ‘ 
nuent’s private finance initiative. 
It could take place in 1995-99, 
which would mean that refur- 
bishment work would not be 
completed until the next 
century. 

Kenneth Clarke, the Chan- 
cellor, warned the Cabinet last 
week that deeper cuts in spend- 


ing would be needed to find 
room for tax cuts in the forth- 
coming Budget before chairing 
a Cabinet expenditure com- 
mittee (EDX) to try to cut up 
to £5bn off public expenditure 
totals. 

But ministers believe cuts of 
that order could be too much to 
expea in an election year. “It 
is going to be very tight in the 
sense that getting spending 


down isnot easy and certain de- 
partments an: fighting fiercely" . 
said a source. Defence, roads, 
prisons and social security are 
in line for cuts. 

Mr Clarke reviewed the op- 
tions with senior ministers and 
officials, including the Inland 
Revenue and Customs and Ex- 
cise last Friday at Domcywood, 
in Buckinghamshire. the Chan- 
cellor's official counny residence. 
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Major confesses to a 
blot in the finances 


John Rentoul 

Political Correspondent 


The Prune Minister gave a 
bluntly honest assessment of the 
country's economic prospects 
yesterday, describing higher- 
than-forecast government bor- 
rowing as a “blot on the hori- 
zon” and a “problem". 

His comments seemed to 
dose down the option of tat cots ' 
as Treasury minEtersmet to dis- 
cuss next month's Budget in 
Doraeywood, the Chancellor's 
country residence. 

John Major told business 
leaders at a breakfast in 
Chelmsford, Essex: “Inflation is 
as much under lock and key as 
I can ever remember it and in- 
ward investment is rising. The 
only economic blot on the hori- 
zon is the size of the fiscal defi- 
ciL That is a problem." 

Labour seized on the admis- 
sion that the City was right to 
be worried about public bor- 
rowing. Figures this week sug- 


ed this year's borrowing 
Hgure could be higher than the 
£27bn forecast by Kenneth 
Clarke, the Chancellor, only 
four mouths ago. That figure 
was already £4 Jbn higher than 
Mr Garke’s forecast in last 
November's Budget. 

Gordon Brown, the shadow 
Chancellor, said: "Mr Major's 
frank admission reveals the 
true state of public finances 
which the Tbries have been try- 
ing to conceaL The fact is that 
the parlous state of public fi- 
nances reveals the long-term 
weakness of the economy." 

He repeated his call for 
an independent audit of gov- 
ernment finances before the 
Budget. 

The Prime Minister’s un- 
usually frank comments contrast 
with recent assertions that bor- 
rowing is under control. This 
-week’s latest borrowing figures 
were said by the Treasury to 
have been “distorted". 

But they back up Mr Oarke’s 



comments three weeks ago 
which caused near apoplexy 
among many Tory MPs. “!t| 
not the case that my Bu _ 
quires tax cuts in order to' 
the election." he told GMTV. 

“The public wifi be deeply 
suspicious of any uut cuts be- 
cause they rememher we pro- 
mised tax cuts last time and un- 
fortunately we weren’t able to 
deliver them." 

Part of the explanation for Mr 
Major and Mr Clarke's com- 
ments may have been the an- 
nual ritual of lowering expecta- 
tions in advance of the Budget 
- and of pre-empting pressure 
from Conservative back- 
benchers for dramatic tax cuts. 

But it would be difficult for 
Mr Clarke now to justify tax cuts 
approaching the top end of 
Cny expectations, of between 
£2bn and £4bn. And it would be 
almost impossible for him to cut 
the standard rate of income tax 
to 20p in the pound - the 
Tories’ long-term objective. 
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Today the growth industry in Cambodia 
isn’t fashion. It’s prosthetics. 

The country ' has around 20,000 
amputees from a population of just 8.5 
milfiomThis means one amputee for every 
236 people (compared to a figure of one 
for every 22,000 people in America). 

So why is the situation in Cambodia 

so bad? 

The country has suffered from civil 
unrest for many years. But the real villain 
of the piece isn’t so much the war, as the 
weapons. 

Cambodia is literally being crippled 
by anti-personnel l andmin es. 

They are an incredibly cheap form of 
warfare (costing as litde as 3 US dollars 
each). So to seize some tactical advantage 
combatants think nothing of deploying 
scores of these weapons. 


In a single 1km stretch of road in 
Cambodia 6,000 landmines were found. 

They are also deployed with scant 
regard for the indigenous population. 

It is the men, women and children out 
working the fields who are most likely to 
fall victim to these hidden killers. 

And in an agricultural society where 
muscle power means survival, the loss of a 
limb can have repercussions far beyond the 
physical disability. 

Take just one of Cambodia’s victims. 
Chhea Veou was 19 when she lost a leg 
walking to harvest rice in a paddy. 

“I cannot earn money because no one 
will employ me. I wanted to have children. 
But no-one will marry me because I don’t 
have a leg.” 

And so she is forced to follow the 
dangerous paths into the rice fields at harvest 


time. She shrugs. “What else can I do?” 

It’s because of Chhea, and thousands 
like her, that the Red Cross is urgently 
seeking your help. The carnage must end. 

For further information fill in the 
coupon or call 0171 201 5060. 

n: British Red Cross, Room 592, Freepost, London SW3 7BR. I 

I I want to know more about the effects of Landmines and what I 
I X can do to help. Please send me your information pack. a 

I Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms | 

a Address I 

I I 

■ Postcode TeL ■ 

I British Red Cross will automatically update you with more I 

■ information from time to time. ■ 

I Please indicate here if you do not wish to be mailed D I 
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will also cover 


Jason Bennetto . 

Crime Correspondent 


Tough anti- walking laws pn> 
Dosed yesterday by the Gov- 


Pe r f ^L. ha JZ n ?2 y: ^S!! ber shop s*ngers Daphne Hughes, Pat Asthorpe, Liz Record and Barbara Westlake outside Cardiff International Arena to 
celebrate the first 20 years of the Ladies Association of British Barbershop singers with four days of music Photograph: ian Newton 


posed yesterday by the Gov- 
ernment will also protect vic- 
tims of racial and neighbour ha- 
rassment, with offenders facing 
up 10 five years in jail. 

The plans are more hard-hit- 
ting than expected - a person 
could be prosecuted if thev ha- 
rass someone twice. Similarly, 
an injunction to prevent un- 
wanted admirers sending gifts 
and making calls can be ob- 
tained if the nuisance activities 
occur more than once. 

Police will also be given the 
powers to arrest a suspect with- 
out a warrant and search them 
and their property. 

There are concerns that in- 


dividuate may abuse the pro-, 
posed legislation to foil Inti- 
mate work carried out by 
investigative journalists. 

The planned laws are a com- 
bination of civil and criminal 


measures arid a new injunction 
designed to deter low -level ha- 
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designed to deter low-level ha- 
rassment, and two criminal of- 
fences, have been created. 

Several thousand people, 
mainly women, arc thought to 
be the targets of stalkers every 
year - but at the moment they 
have no legal way of preventing 
such harassment. Fhr marc peo- 
ple suffer racial harassment, 
abuse and intimidation, and 
countless residents have to en- 
dure noisy neighbours. 

The Government intends to 
introduce the measures, which 
will apply in England and 
Wiles, in a ready-made Private 

Member's Bill to be entrusted 
to a Tory backbencher to pilot 
through the Commons. If it en- 
joys all-party support it could 
become law by Easter. 

Under the proposals, anyone 
who uses words or behaviour, 
on more than one occasion, 
which puts their victim m fear 
of violence could face up to five 
yean' imprisonment and/or an 
unlimited fine. In the lesser of- 
fence, anyone using words or 


behaviour more than owe that 
cause harassment, alarm or dis- 
tress, cuuld bc imprisoned for 
opto she months and/or fact a 
£5,000 fine. 

Courts would also be ahlcjo 
make a restraining order im- 
mediately after convicting a 
person of either of (he two crim- 
inal offences. A breach of the 
order, which may state the of- 
fender must not contact the vic- 
tim, would catty a maximum 
penaltv of five years in prison. 

Under the civil remedy, a vic- 
tim will he able to seek a re- 
straining injunction from the 
courts if the words or behaviour, 
used on more than one occa- 
sion, caused the victim to he ha- 
rassed, alarmed or distressed. 
Breaches, which could include 
making telephone calls sfed 
sending flowers, would he c% 
inal offences punishable by 
to five years in jail. 

Announcing the initiatives, 
David Maclean, the Home Of- 
fice minister, said their reach 
could extend beyond stalking to 


help protect the victims of oili- 
er forms of harassment. "Theak; 


er forms of harassment. "Theak; 
new laws wifi give help to peo- 
ple being harassed by their 
neighbours, and they will also 
provide protection to the victims 
of racial harassment." 


Ordeal that led to 
the call for change 


The Government plans to tight- 
en the law on stalking after a 
series of high-profile cases. 

After one such case, Antho- 
ny Burst ow, 36, was sentenced 
to three years' imprisonment 
last March for causing Tracey 
Sant, 28, grievous bodily harm. 
She had been subjected to three 
years of harassment. 

Ms Sant said yesterday: “No- 
body understands what being 
stalked is like unless they go 
through it I was told just to 
Ignore it and he would go away. 
But they don't go away, they just 
get worse!" 

Ms Sant, who met Burst ow, 
a Falkland^ War veteran, while 
working with him at Gosport 
naval depot in Hampshire, kept 
a diary of her ordeal. 

It recorded that the stalker 



Alienated: Tracey Sant felt 
let down byJegal system 


plagued her from 1992 to 1995. 
following her, phoning and 


following her, phoning and 
even bugging the house she 
shared with her husband Andy. 

Speaking at the one-day Suzy 
Lamplugh Trust Stalking 
Conference at Westminster, 
she added: “It was horrific. I felt 
alienated and let down by the 
criminal justice system. 

“T hope this new law will nip 
the problem in the bud - and 


prevent other women going 
through the ordeal I had lo 
endure." 

She continued: "I am a 
changed woman. In one way I 
am stronger, but not in anoth- 
er. I am very wary of men in gen- 
eral now. 

“I get very worried if a car 
being driven'by a man gets too 
close to my vehicle. At the time 
I was being stalked, 1 hated 
answering the phone or getting 
mail. That anxiety has stayed 
with me." 
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ei ’ puts guns 
es * back on 

' 1 'U; 

! the street 

■ ; A US project has found a new use 
: ,, for weapons — as nianhole covers 


cl to 
mge 


A r‘.U¥ 
, • .. « 


David Usborne 

Ha rtfoto, Connecticut ' 

Stacked three-deep -on sag- 
ging wooden pallets, the man- 
hole covers are yellowing with 
askfisation. Obviously; they are 
fresh from the foundry. Only 
closer inspection reveals their 
other, more exceptional, secret: 
they are also fresh from the 
Hlbng fields of modem urban 
• jfinencEL Oven-fresh, in facL 
^ Arranged for public viewing 
outside the Wadsworth 
Aihenenm gallery in Hartford, 
the covers, 228 in all, are more 
than an unusual art exhibit 
They are also a memorial to the 
thousands of Americans, most 
of them young men, cut down 
by the bullet 

How so? Because they have - 
been moulded from iron melt- 
ed down from 11,194 illegal 
guns collected by Connecticut's 
police since 1992. 

Created by Maine artist 
Bradley McCallum and un- 
veiled for public viewing this 
week, few projects have so 
vividly depicted the scale of 
America’s firearms crisis or. 
more pertinently, of the efforts 
of its law enforcement and po- 
litical leaders to get to grips with 
gun control 

In this state alone, 320 young 
people have been killed by 
puns since 1988, many of them 
in Hartford itself. 

There is an -added poignan- 
their presence. This city 
home of Sam Colt, who 
introduced the first revolving- 
chamber handgun, and who, 
just to the south of here, once 
‘ operated the world’s' biggest 
firearms factory. ■ 

Hew spring, the covers will 
be symbotkj^By rettipjed lo 
the streets .where todays . 
many of the, gun battles: are 
fought. 'Some of the covers, 
which bear “SEWER’’ m large 
print around their outside, vnfl 
be installed in the streets 
around the gallery. 

Many others, however, will 
be placed around Hartford 
schools and in neighbourhoods 
where gun violence has been 
most prevalent. 

Their origins, meanwhile, 
will be on display for all to see. 
Imprintedon each cover is the 


war on 


fauto-Karacs . 
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After months of sSiratisbes. 
the Qzoqch of Scientology- has 
deelari*!' total war on jGer- 
iriariyi^nsing it of Nap-style 

LtlcderaJfee towards aabcrettfa 
<fl\ : the- CaMfomio-base d iff* 
gfcwi.A fall-page advertisement 
m. Thursday's New York Times 
newspaper drew parallels be- 
tween the Holocaust and Ger-. 
man attempts to curtail the 
activities of Scientologists. 

. .Headlined “Germany Then 


\ • ■’ 
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The Jews, understandably, 
were underwhelmed by the 
comparison. Igoatz Bubis, the 
leader of Germany's Jewish 
community, accused the Scien- 
tologists of falsifying history. 
Ihe advertisement, he said, 
was “an insult to German politi- 
cians and especially disparages 
' remembrance of the suffering” 

- endured by his people. 

: Even the United States gov- 
ernment, which in the past had 
expressed criticism of Bonn’s 
heavy handed treatment of. the 
church, rushed to Geamany’s. 
defence oh this occasion. 

This is an outrageous charge 
against the German govern- 
ment by art American group," 
Nicholas Burns, the Stale De- 
partment spokesman, raid. “It 
beats no resemblance, to the 
facts of what’s going cm there. 
The language used is needless- 
ly provocative and not con- 
structive, given the history of 
Germany. The German 
branch of the church would not 

comment. • 

Relations between the 
Church of Scientology and 
Gettnany have been deterio- 
rating since earlier tins year, 
when the Bonn government 
published a pamphlet accusing 
the sect of totalitarian tenden- 
cies Several, ministers. have 

proposed a ban on the oigam- 

SSmTand m 

church members from tbe civ-, 
il service.' - • 

■During the summer, mem- 
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message: “Made from 172 lbs 
of your confiscated guns”. In 
addition is the Latin motto, of 
tbe Colt company; Vbicii qui 
patitur and its two optional 
translations; “He who perse- 
veres is victorious" and “He 
who suffers conquers”. 

In fact, the state of Con- 
necticut has been sending guns 
confiscated by the police to a 
Massachusetts foundry where 
all of the state’s manhole cov- 
ers are made since 1992. 

The practice was instituted 
by the former Connecticut gov- 
ernor. Lowell Weicker. Previ- 
ously, guns collected by the 
police were sold at auction, 
which meant many of them 
finding their way back to the 
streets and to acts of crime. 

“Hopefully, this project will 
serve asa catalyst for dialogue 
that will address how we can 
manage guns in a instructive 
way, ” said McCalhim, who has 
entitled his exhibit The Man- 
hole Cover Project: A. Gun Lega- 
cy. He likens his work to tbe old 
adage of beating swords into 
ploughshares. 

Viewers of the piles of cov- 
ers can also listen at audio sta- 
tions to testimonies from a 
collection of local teenagers 
who haveeithexwitnessed gun 
violence, been the victims of it, 
or shot someone themselves. 

One voice is of young black 
man, who, with his mother, wit- 
nessed a dose friend being 
gunned down while driving 
through a city neighbourhood 
in his car. 

. Minutes earlier, he had been 
with him in the car. “You 
know, it is always tike that. I was 
just with him. People are always 
saying that. And you think 
that could haver been. you”. 
He calls hiaa “lost generation” 
because of gun violence, arid 
blames the police and the gov- 
ernment “They -make ’em 
[guns] available tons”. 

Among these feeling the 
power of McCaUum’s exhibi- 
tion is Inez Yodei^ a retired vis- 
itor from California. “I think 
what he has done is just won- 
derful,” she says. 

“You look at these covers 
and you understand the weight 
of it all And I mean that 1ft- 
craDy and figuratively". . . 
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Heavy metal: Bradley McCaHum with his exMbft of manhole covers made from me Red-down guns 
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Elizabeth Nash 

Madrid 

The Prado museum in Madrid, 
which has suffered repeated 
blows to its prestige in recem 
months, is reeling from the 
revelation that a fake was glued 
to the waif of one of its hallowed 
rooms and went unnoticed for 
four days. 

The picture, by an unknown 
artist, was put up in room 59, 
which contains works by Rem- 
brandt, It was discovered when 
two tourists tried to identify' it. 

The traumatised museum 
announced late on Thursday — 
a week after the hoax was per- 
petrated - that it would inves- 
tigate what went wrong and 
make public the results. A for- 
mer Prado director, Alfonso 
Perez Sanchez, described the 
lapse as “an unpardonable and 
very serious failure" of the mu- 
seum's security systems. 

The stunt has revealed a 
seething malaise that has long 
afflicted employees of the mu- 
seum, which Iras one of the 
world's finest ait collections. 

The 30cm by 40cm fake. 


signed by “VR RnizcTand de- 
picting a skull, is entitled The 
Aftermath. Framed in the same 
gilded style as its fellows, it rest- 
ed inconspicuously amid a 
dutch of distinguished Flemish 
still-lifes. The museum’s cura- 
tor of Flemish paintings, Matias 
Diaz Piadron, said il was “quite 
well done, the work of a painter 
of some quality”. 

The hoax is "thought to have 
been carried out while the mu- 
seum was dosed, prompting 
speculation that it was an inside 
job. A security' guard reported 
an extra painting in room 59 on 
Friday 11 October but the of- 
fending work was not removed 
until the following Tuesday. 

A row is raging between se- 
curity guards responsible for the 
museum's interior - public em- 
ployees on the Prado payroll - 
and those on the doors who are 
employed by a security compa- 
ny. Those responsible for the in- 
terior say they are desperately 
short-staffed and that the man- 
agement never informs them of 
constant changes in paintings’ 
whereabouts caused by an ex- 
tensive programme of repairs. 
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STRUGGLE FOR THE KREMLIN 


Lebed’s path beset 
with political traps 


Phil Reeves 

Moscow 


Boris Yeltsin's sacking of Alexander 
Lebed has certainly brought the se- 
curity man closer to fulfilling his 
burning ambition to be Russia's 
next president, but the road ahead 
is littered with tank traps which could 
easily bring his route march to a halt 

As the reserve general yesterday 
scanned the cratered political land- 
scape after being abruptly jettisoned 
from the Kremlin by Mr Yeltsin's in- 
nermost coterie, he must surely have 
concluded that his position was 
strong, but not entirely secure. 

No one disputes that Mr Lebed, 
with his strong military support, is the 
clear favourite to win an election if 
Mr Yeltsin dies or stands down from 
office in the near future. But his 
prospects are less assured if the 
President remains in office for any 
length of time - either by recover- 
ing from his pending heart-bypass op- 
era lion, or as a remote and sickly 
figurehead, controlled by his cbief- 
of-staff, Anatoly Chubais, and Prime 
Minister Viktor Chernomyr din. 

Yesterday Mr Lebed dryly re- 
vealed he was planning a trip to the 
theatre in Moscow to see Ivan the 
Terrible, saying the play, whose plot 
drips with intrigue and assorted 
skulduggery, would help him learn 
how to rule the country. (This was 
presumably a jibe at the dark- machi- 
nations of the Kre mlin elite who 
brought about his sacking). But he 
first needs to leant how to win the 


• Road to power V 

nation’s vote, given that be says be 
is committed to democratic elections. 

Even before be was stripped of the 
secretaryship of the Security Coun- 
cil by Mr Yel tsin, he had become an 
opposition figure, hounding the gov- 
ernment from the sidelines over the 
issues from which he s Lands to gain 
most - the Chechen war, military re- 
form and the neglect of the army. He 
is sure to carry on doing so, sowing 
fears that he could destabilise the 
already angry and volatile military. 
“It is what everyone has feared for 
so long,” said one western diplomat, 
“An exile politician of his stature 
could be the rallying point for dis- 
affected military officers.** 

Yet he is not yet particularly well- 
equipped for a long campaign. He 
has no large financial backmg, no sig- 
nificant party, and no guarantee of 
national media support - vital fac- 
tors if he is to re-emerge from the 
political wilderness. 

Funds from Russian big business 
may not prove difficult to attract, so 
king as his chances of power remain 
high, although it wQl probably require 
a political trade-off. Nor will he nec- 
essarily experience the complete 
freeze-out that Gennady Zyuganov, 
the Communist candidate in July's 
presidential election, experienced at 
the hands of Russia’s national tele- 
vision companies. 

Although they were manipulated 
by the Kremlin much of their cen- 
sorship was self-imposed by jour- 


nalists who were willing to compro- 
mise fairness in order to avert what 
they feared would be a Communist 
crack-down on free speech. If the 
Yeltsin administration's popularity 
continues to slide, then the mass me- 
dia may be willing to switch horses. 

Currying favour may not be easy, 
as he already has some powerful me- 
dia enemies. Several Russian pipers 
welcomed his firing - marking a 
change of tune from the broad ap- 
proval (Jhat greeted his appointment 
“He is an hysterical and inadequate 
politician.” said Kommersant. 

He also lacks a nationwide party 
infrastructure. Last week, three 
small political groups which support 
him formed a union which could pro- 
vide him with an organisational 
framework. But Mr Lebed is not a 
particularly good organiser, prefer- 
ring showmanship to paperwork. He 
is also a loner, who finds It difficult 
to forge alliances with other politi- 
cians without quarrelling. 

Yet if these factors depress the 
general, then he can take heart 
from the experience of Boris Yeltsin. 
He, too, was dispatched into exile - 
in 1987 when he was dismissed from 
the Politburo by Mikhail Gorbachev. 
After four years he returned to hu- 
miliate the Soviet president, and take 
power. And who was the one man 
who rushed loyally to his side and 
stayed there during his hour of 
deepest isolation? The former pres- 
idential bodyguard. General Alexan- 
der Korzhakov, Mr Lebed's latest 
ally. 
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Chechens fear that 
war will return 


Carlotta Gall 

Grozny 


People in Chechnya greeted 
the news of Alexander Lebed's 
removal with apprehension. 
“We are very anxious, the strug- 
gle for power that is going on 
m Moscow is far from funny," 
said chief Chechen spokesman 
Movladi Udugov. “Lebed was 
and is the key to a peaceful set- 
tlement in Chechnya and it s 
thanks to him there is no more 
shoo ting, "he said. 

The Chechen leadership is- 
sued a statement yesterday sup- 
porting the peace process and 
continuation of political dia- 
logue. “Bui we are ready for 
any unexpected turn of events, 
if the war starts tomorrow we 
will not be especially surprised,” 
Udugov said! 

The Russian deputy interior 
minister, \fcleiy Fyodorov, ex- 
uded a sense ofcahn and order 
as he inspected a police unit 
sharing quarters with the 
Chechen fighters. “There 
should be no anxiety,” over 
Lebed's departure, be said, 
'e come and go and the 
it stays the same. Ques- 
tions of war and peace are the 
decision of the president and the 


7 Peace in danger 

government.” The withdrawal of 
Russian troops from Chechnya 
would continue, said the com- 
mander of Russian interior 
ministry troops in Grozny, Gen- 
eral Vyacheslav Ovchinnikov, as 
would work on prisoner ex- 
changes. .j jjM 

But the Chechen scparajCtfr 
all said that Lebed was still 
needed to keep the peace 
process going. Although many 
of the Russian troops have 
been pulled in to two Russian 
bases on the north and east 
edges of Grozny, there are still 
scattered posts on the central 
plains around the city and con- 
centrations of troops in the 
north of the republic, they said. 
No agreement has been 
reached for the withdrawal of 
the last two brigades number- 
ing an estimated 18,000 men. 

“I took part in some of the 
peace talks and 1 think Lebed 
was truly interested in finding 
a lasting peace," said Aslanbek 
Ismailov, one of Chechnya's 
top commanders who has been 
in charge in Grozny since the 
rebels seized it “At the moment 
there is no one better than 
Lebed,” he said. 
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Tony Barber 

Europe Editor 

Triumphantly re-elected last July, 
President Boris Yeltsin is now strug- 
gling against a tide of political and 
personal crises, from Kremlin pow- 
er straggles anda collapse in his pop- 
ularity ratings to impending Kean 
surgery that could end his career. Mr 
Yeltsin, 65, has been confined for al- 
most four months to a sanatorium 
outside Moscow, a shadow of the 
man who campaigned so energeti- 
cally across Russia in May and June. 

Yet his aides carefully maintain the 
impression that he remains in chains, 
making personnel appointments, is- 
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Chernomyrdin, right, with Igor Rodionov, defence minister, left, and a general yesterday 


Photograph; AP 


Last Saturday, for example, his press 
service published a telegram that be 
had sent to the citizens ofTula. a city 
south of Moscow celebrating its 
850th anniversary. 

*Thla guns, samovars, cakes, steel- 
ware and powerful modem weapons 
are famous not only in the country 
but all over the world. The city is lit 
up with the flame of blast furnaces 
and the undying spiritual light of Yas- 
naya Polyana,” the President wrote, 
referring to Leo Tolstoy's estate, 
which is in the region. 

There is more to the telegram than 


Is he $HH in chaige? 

meets the eye, for Tula recently 
turned into a battleground between 
two rival Kremlin factions. Mr 
Yeltsin sent the message after his for- 
mer friend and presidential securi- 
ty service chief, Alexander 
Korzhakov, whom he sacked last 
June, ann ounced plans to run for 
parliament in a Tula by-election. 

The seat fell vacant after Alexan- 
der Lebed resigned it to take up the 
posts d! national security adviser and 
secretary of Russia's Security Coun- 
cil last June. Mr Lebed later teamed 
□p with Mr Korzhakov, and the two 
men visited Tula last Sunday. How- 
ever, anti-Lebed forces in the Krem- 
lin were alarmed at the 
Lebed-Koxzhakov alliance (the for- 
mer a popular former army gener- 
al, the farter a hawkish ex-KGB 
officer) and this week they brought 
about Mr Lebed's dismissal. 

The anti-Lebedites are led by Mr 
Yeltsin’s administrative chief of staff, 
Anatol y ChnHafc, and the Prime Min- 
ister, Viktor Chernomyrdin, and in- 
clude the President's daughter. 
Thtyana Dyachenko, and the hard- 
line Interior Minister, Anatoly Ku- 
likov. The &st three dearly have Mr 
Yeltsin's ear at present and may have 


persuaded him to sack Mr Lebed 
against his better judgement. 

“Yeltsin's entourage surely forced 
lids decision on him,” said Alexan- 
der Rahr, a German foreign policy 
specialist, “Yeltsin has rarely made 
a political mistake, and this seems to 
be a very big political mistake" 

If so. it may be that Mr Yeltsin's 
heart condition has seriously sapped 
his ability to exercise authority. Mr 
Kulikov said on television last 
Wednesday: “The President's work- 
ing regime does not permit him to 
see people every day. 1 have a sched- 
ule. for instance, and according to 
this schedule I have to see the Pres- 
ident in ihe nest five or six days." 
p A Moscow radio station said Mr 
Yeltsin's heart specialists thought 
there was only a 40 per cent chance 
that he would undergo an operation. 
It quoted staff at the Yevgeny Clia- 
zov Cardiological Centre as saying 
that his blood had an extremely low 
level of haemoglobin, and doctors had 
been unable to raise it to normal. 

Lyudm ila Telen, u Russian polit- 
ical commentator, said the main con- 
sequence of Mr Yeltsin's illness is 
that “at the moment, all members of 
Russia's state hierarchy arc trying to 
swallow up os much power as they 
think they need". 


clarifies role of 
armed forces 


Christopher Bellamy 

Defence Correspondent 

The Russian military is unlike- 
ly to be directiy or adversely af- 
fected by Alexander Lebed’s 
sacking. Although he inter- 
vened in the issue of unpaid mfl- 
itaiy salaries, warning that the 
military was on the verge of 
“armed revolt", he was not di- 
rectly involved in the negotia- 
tions between the Defence 
Ministry and the Finance Min- 
istry. Nor did he have any real 
authority to negotiate on Nato 

'“'.VSpansion. 

' JfUthough he discussed the 
matter when be visited Brussels 
last week, the Russian Defence 
and Foreign Ministries appear 
to be resigned to working with 
Nato. And the other main issue 
for the military - the creation 
of all-professional armed fences 
- has been frozen indefinitely bn 
President Yeltiin's orders'. " 
In some ways, the removal of 
Mr Lebed as a security supre- 
mo covering the three min- 
istries who have armed forces, 
Defence, the Security Ministry 
and the Interior Ministry, will 
simplify matters. It will proba- 
bly give more freedom to the 
Defence Minister, Colonel- 
General Igor Rodionov. Gen- 
eral Rodionov was appointed by 
Mr Lebed, but since then they 
have drifted apart On Tuesday, 
just before he was sacked, Mr 
Lebed criticised General Ro- 
dionov for reorganizing the air- 
borne forces - Russia’s Site 
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paratroops - in which Mr 
Lebed served as a general and 
who are among the few pro- 
fessionally competent 

units.Their total strength is to 
be reduced from 64,300 to 
48,500. Mr Lebed is no longer 
above General Rodionov in 
the government hierarchy, but 
it is lStefy that he wifl try to re- 
cruit supporters within the mil- 
itary and wflj stiU use his 
position as a politician to crit- 
icise any further changes Gen- 
eral Rodionov wants to make. 

' Last week, on 9 October, 
President Yeltsin formally an- 
nounced that his pre-election 
commitment tomove toafl-pro- 
fessional forces by 2000 bad 
been shelved, possibly for years. 

Yuri Baturin, the Secretary of 
the Defence Council, said “al- 
though ft was dear frap the mo- 
ment the deefee was signed that 
it would-be Impossible to cany 
it out, no-one dared refute the 
President's promises directly". 
He said nothing now prevents 
the Russian military from being 
“non-professional and draft- 
oriented for years to come.” 

General Rodionov has said 
he wants the position and role 
of the armed forces dearly de- 
fined. “The army cannot remain 
aloof from participation in the 
country’s political life. But this 
must be codi- fied legislatively, 
so as not to put military per- 
sonnel m an awkward situation." 
he said in December last year. 
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The hills are alive to the sound of Roman music 
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Kalian musicologist and palaeorganologist Walter Maiofo and his group Synaultc playing traditional Roman instruments 
near ttie Forum in Rome to mark their launch of three CDs of Roman music Photograph: Domenico StineJWAP 



Cook’s steady guide 
for a tour of Europe , 


Robin Cook this week pot his 
latest secret weapon on mow. Sir 
Michael Butler, the shadow 
Foreign Secretary's special en- 
voy cm Europe, ma rie his first ap- 
pearance in that role at a press 
conference in WestarinisteT. 

'Sir MichaeTwas as discreet as 
one would expect a former am- 
bassador to be. He spoke little 
and kept away from pofitics, 
though all the while his sharp 
eyes around the confer- 
ence room. But bis presence 
sent complex signals to Eu- 
rope, of which Sir Michael win 
have been very aware. 

Sir Michael is the model of a 
Foreign Office grandee. 
Britain's longest serving am- 
bassador to the European 
Union, he was also head of the 
unit which handled Britain’s 
entry to Europe, and deputy un- 
der-secretary of state at the 


Andrew Marshall on the 

Foreign Office grandee Labour 
has chosen as its EU envoy 


FbKajga Office Since leaving foe- 
diplomatic service he has be- 
come a director of the merchant 
bank Hambros, advised the gov- 
emment of Ukraine, become 
deputy chairman of the Board 
of Trustees of the Victoria and 
Albert Museum, and published 

. I 1— ™ rUnan MRwInn 


the Labour Party m Europe 
must seem small beer. 

His task is to prepare for the 
British presidency of the E U, 
which will cover the first six 
months of 1998. During that 
time it is anticipated that ne- 
gotiations will begin on the 


BT cut 20% off evening calls to Australia andNZ. 


membership of Central and. 
pad European nations in the 
EU. By then, Labour hopes to 
have won power and it wants 
to ensure that this delicate 
process will be as carefully han- 
dled as possible, and that the 
handover from one party to an- 
other in London will cause min- 
imum disruption. With that 
end m mind. Sir Michael has al- 
ready met senior officials in 
Brussels and is embarking on a 
series of meetings with em- 
bassies in London and govern- 
ments in East Europe. 

The policies of Labour and 
the Conservatives on enlarge- 
ment are all but indistinguish- 
able. Both see it as the . most 
important task of the EU Over 
the next five years. Both want 
to avoid causing problems to 
countries which are not in the 
first wave of enlargement Both 
want to see it done at minimum 
I cost. Labour is more explicit 
that enlargement means re- 
forming EU institutions, but is 
equally insistent on preserving 
the British veto. 

Both Mr Cook and Sir 
Michael used the occasion to at- 
tack the Tbries. Sir Michael said 
their handling of the beef crisis 
had badly hurt British interests. 
Mr Cook said that Labour was 
committed to a "fresh start in 
Europe". But the sparring over 
domestic pofitics is tumefy beside 
foe point The appointment of 
Sir Michael seems to be square- 
ly aime d at an overseas con- 
stituency, in both Eastern and 
Western Europe. 

It is partly a practical matter. 
There arc plenty of tough issues 
that the Labour Party will have 
to confront in Europe as soon 
as it takes oyergwerrunoii, and 
most of them are conducted in 
a language so arcane that no 
matter how well briefed Mr 
Cook might be, he will initial- 
ly have trouble handling them. 
The last set of enlargement 
negotiations finished with a 
spectacularly complicated deal 
involving what were called ac- 


celerated paper cohesion fish, 
for instance. As Foreign Sec- 
retary, Mr C«* would have civ- 
il. servants to handle all of this 
for him, but they will not be 
around until next year. Until 
then, he needs a poms man. 

Sir Michad speaksthe lingo. 
He eased his way around all of 
the difficult questions at the 
press conference, disarming the 
tricky ones with obscure refer- 
ences to foe Own Resources 
ceiling and qualified majority 
voting. And there is plenty of 
substance there as wefl. When 
he was. in Brussels, he met 
c ommiss ioners, diplomats and 
Jim Chios, foe chef de &ihinti 
to Commission President 
Jacques Santer. This is a seri- 
ous operation. 

There is a second virtue in Sir 
Michael’s appointment, bejtmd 
his evident competence. He rep- 
resents continuity, the idea that 
foreign policy will (in many re- 
spects) be maintained on foe 
same tram lines laid down by the 
present government. Sir Michad 
worked in the Foreign Office 
under alternating Labour and 
Conservative governments, dis- 
cussing Labour's planned rene- 
gotiation of entry, foe British 
referendum. Margaret Thatch- 
er’s arrival ami foe hundbaggmg 
sessions which culminated in 
the British budget rebate. Jim 
Callaghan. Tony Crosland, 
David Owen, Lord Carrington, 
Francis Pym, Geoffrey Howe - 
Mr Cook would just be anoth- 
er on the list of Foreign Secre- 
taries whom he had served. 

But there is also an element 
of change flagged by Sir 
Michael's appointment labour 
wants to suggest both that it will 
be more positive (Mr Cook’s 
“fresh start") but also no 
pushover (U was Sic Michael who 
won the budget rebate, after all). 

What this exercise is about is 
signalling to the res of the world 
that Mr Cook is ready to get hisw 
feet under foe desk. rcassoW 
British influence where it mat- 
ters and use the sharpest peo- 
ple to do it. It is a case of New 
Labour, Old Diplomacy. It isgo- 
ing down well in Europe: and 
should Mr Cook ever occupy 
those rather grand office m 
King Charles Street, it will 
stand him m very good stead. 
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Chirac tour aims to 
win Middle East role 


Mary Dejevsky 

Paris 

France's inveterate diplomatic 
traveller. President Jacques 
Chirac, sets out today on a 
week-long mission to try to en- 
sure a place for France at the 
top table ofMiddle East diplo- 
macy. It is his second trip to the 
region sauce be took office, and 
one of the longest foreign tours 
be has undertaken. Jt is also 
seat by French diplomats as one 
of the most difficult 
The complexities of the torn - , 
which will take him from Syria 
to Egypt, via Israel, the West 
Bank, Gaza, Jordan and Leb- 
anon, were underlined less than 
45 hours before be set off by an 
announcement that the foreign 
minister, Hervfi de Chare lie. 


France also appears to have 
made some late modifications 
to its ambrtionsfbr Mr Chirac's 
tour, which was planned sever- 
al months ago, as a highlight of 
his diary. Initially, it seems, 
there were hopes for some sort 
of diplomatic coup that could 
break the current Isradi-PaJes- 
tininn stalemate. The French 
news agency, AFP, which re- 
ceives separate, official, brief- 
ings on such matters, reported 
earlier this week, for instance, 
that France intended to “play a 
role in relaunching the peace- 
process, despite the reservations 
of the Americans and Israelis". 

The following day, the for- 
mulation was that France in- 
tended to ny to ‘‘support" the 
peace process. And by yester- 
day it seemed thm any thoughts 


would hot be accompanying of influencing the pease process 
him on the Israeli leg of tbe jour- at all were being buried. In the 
ney. Israel had objected to pre-visit briefing, the Etysee 


lak Israeli boys read the Torah as some 100 Jewish settler women and children block the gate to the Israeli 
HQ in Hebron, while, In Taba, talks resume over tin deadlock on Israeli troop redeployment Photograph: Reuter 


plans for him to visit Orient 
House, the Palestinian repre- 
sentation, in East Jerusalem. 

It isa policy agreed in the Eu- 
ropean union that EU foreign 
ministers visiting Israeli officials 
in Jerusalem should also visit 
Orient House - signifying that 
they regard, the question of ju- 
risdiction in Jerusalem as open. 
This Israel does not accept Mr 
Chirac wiD now be accompanied 
to Jerusalem by Hervd Gay- 
mard, the health minister, who 
will go to Orient House. 



pre-visit briefing, the Efysee 
spokesman said that Mr Chirac 
would go “not as mediator, but 
with a message of peace" - the 
inference being that it might not 
be reciprocated. 

As if to underline this, the Is- 
raeli foreign minister, David 
Levy, was quoted in several 
French reports as saying “the 
participation of a third partner 
[in the peace process] can only 
complicate things". During a vis- 
it to Paris last month, he made 
no secret of his view that French 
policy favoured the Arabs. 


Chirac: Wants to restore 
French influence in region 

Officials in France’s Gaullis 
adminis tration deny this. They 
do, however, believe France’s 
historical ties with the Arab 
world give it an advantage in 
Middle Eastern diplomacy that 
has not been sufficiently ex- 
ploited. They blame France’s 
former president, Francois Mit- 
terrand, for undermining this by- 
leaning towards Israel. 

Mr Chirac has tried hard to 
restore France’s special position 
in the Arab world. He has per- 
sonally visited Lebanon, Egypt 
and the Gulf, and recently dis- 
sociated France from the US 
bombing of Iraq. The public dis- 
pute with Israel over Mr de 
Charette’s visit to Jerusalem wQ] 
hardly harm him in Arab eyes. 

But Mr Chirac has also tried 


to use this -special relationship" 

with the Arabs to establish a 
French role in the Middle East 
peace process. Daring the last 
but one Isracli-Arab crisis. Mr 
Chirac annoyed the Americans 
by dispatching Mr de Ch: ~elie 
to track the US Sccr clary " e 
State, Warren Christopher, 
around the Middle East, and 
was delighted when he returned 
with a place for France at the 

ensuing talks. 

That achievement, however, 
was almost completely undone 
by the election of Benjamin Ne- 
tanyahu in April, the subsequent 
stalling nf the peace process and 
the restoration of the US mo- 
nopoly on what rem.'irned of it. 

One point Mr Chirac in- 
tends to make during his tour, 
is that Europe should have a 
seal at the diplomatic table, if 
only because it is footing SO per 
cent of the bill for Palestinian 
aid. Mr Chirac's apparent be- 
lief that it is he that who should 
do the representing, however, 
may not go down well in Lon- 
don and Bonn, which both sup- 
port the US role, or in Dublin, 
which holds the EU presiden- 
cy. Irish officials said yesterday 
that Mr Chirac's trip was “pure- 
ly bilateral". US officials weie 
guarded, saying Mr Chirac's 
trip had been planned for a long 
lime and that “everyone's sug- 
gestions" on the Middle East 
were "welcome" 
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jrdish rivals 
tie near Irbil 


INARAN 


bil — ish factions battled 
1 th rants around this 
irth aqi city yesterday, 
id 1 qi-backed Kurdish 
erne Party (KDP) said it 
id r< red a town lost ear- 
?r iweelc to its rival. 

7b ian- backed Patriot- 
Ur f Kurdistan (PUK) 
spurae claim, but con- 
me y fighting at Kuysan- 
3 ssouth-«ast of Irbil. 
i ed quiet, as residents 
eni ring after hiding in 
leir cs for three days, 
aid the PUK to retake 
ice s week-long counter- 
Sei gainst rhe KDP. 

T1 ding went on after 
Ini ales officials voiced 
hv tbout the reported 
art movement of Iraqi 
do warned that any pen- 
ra >f Kurdish areas by 
id lussein’s forces would 
: i re mistake”. 

1 JK moved into Kuy- 
m ter capturing Sulay- 
a the second largest 
ui $tv, from the KDP on 
ii The PUK baited its 
iu ffensive about 20 miles 
isfbiL Yesterday, ground 
xkhartiDeiy fought to the 


mtmm , 50miEs , 
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east, south-east and north-east 
of the city, dose to the Iranian 
border, "ntere was also fighting 
near Diyanah, about 1301cm (80 
miles) northeast of .Irbil; and 
east of Rawanduz in Iran. > 


have all called on the Kurdish 
factions to stop fighting, and 
have offered mediation. The US 
Assistant Secretary of State, 
Robert Pelletrean, plans to 
travel to the region this week- 
end to meet Kurdish leaders. 

A1 though there is no evi- 
dence that Iraqi troops have 
’ moved to interfere in the recent 
figfaljng, the PUK may have haU- 
ed its advance outside Irbil to 
avoid a possible confrontation 
with President Saddam's army. 
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w i the world’s air- 
Kavc ’ ri dreading ever 
JTWi light 800 went 
J tbrei mths ago looks 
3 into nounced within 
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iXSiifi s of the crash 

tijirilii ?ll people in the 

X 7 4 ) on July 17 when 
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II New York are 
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the likelihood of a terrorist at- 
tack having caused the accident 
recedes. 

It took investigators only a 
few days after the 19SSLocker-_ 
bie to decide that, a bomb was 
the cause, because, traces of. 
chemicals that conld onfyhave 
come from* bomb were found. 
While the job of the investiga- 
tors of the TWA crash was 
made more difficult because aD 

the debris were in the sea, 
more then 90 per cent of the 
plane has now been recovered 
and there is no evidence of a 

bomb. . , 

The investigators have pin- 
pointed a centre foel tank on 
one of the wmgsas tbesiteof 
the explosion which destroyed ■ 
xhe plane and, despite 80 per 
cent of the tank having been 
covered, no trace of an eajpto- 1 
we device has been found. In j 
fact, metallurgical tests are . 

much more sugg^tivetrfame- , 

chanical failure than a bomb. 

According to a repeat mye^. 
terday’s Washington Post, m- | 
iS^torsafyfoattotstavei 

cholra that partsaf the fuel tank 
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Dole faces disappoin 


he gambles on the Go 





Rupert Cornwell 

Yorba Linda 


Here, in a terraced garden 
shaded by palms and perfumed 
by roses, Bob Dole's mentor lies 
at peace at last Richard Nixon’s 
grave is just a few feet from the 
white-painted house which his 
father built with his own hands 
in 1912, and where the 37th 
president was bom a year lat- 
er. Today it is part of the Nixon 
Library and Museum. There, 
visitors may re-live that extra- 
ordinary career. and listen to the 
gravelly Nixon voice expound- 
ing his political philosophy. 

In his way, Mr Dole revered 
Nixon. At the funeral here on 
27 April 1994, he wept as be de- 
livered a eulogy remembering 
“the greatest statesman of the 
second half of the 20th centu- 
ly”. The two men were simil ar, 
both of humble origin, both 
overcame adversity. And right 
now in his diffi cult, perhaps al- 





ready doomed quest for die 
White House, Mr Dole seems 


White House, Mr Dole seems 
to be acting on one of the mas- 
ter's dicta, echoing forth from 


an old film dip: “If yon risk 
nothing, you wul lose nothing. 


nothing, you wul lose nothing. 
But if you risk nothing, you will 
win nothing either." 

If he is to win the presiden- 
cy, Mr Dole must cany Cali- 
fornia. lb do that, he must 
sweep Orange County and its 
communities like Yorba Linda. 
Democrats point to the place as 
home of some of the worst 
products of America - among 
them Nixon, John Whyne and 
Disneyland. For Republicans, 
however. Orange County is the 
ultimate stronghold, a seedbed 
of votes and conservative values 
first cultivated by Nixon, ex- 
panded by Ronald Reagan, 
onty to be partly squandered by 
George Bush. 





California dreaming: Bob Dole (upper left) talks with the autfience after his speech at Riverside 


Like Orange County and all 
of southern California, Yorba 


of southern California, Yorba 
Linda has changed utterly this 
century. Only 200 people lived 
there when Frank Nixon paid 
just over $2,000 (£1,300) for 
nine acres of land, in the dream 
of growing a dtrus orchard. The 
venture failed for want of wa- 


ter. Today the community is 
home to 50,000, a suburban 
Utopia of brilliant green lawns, 
courtesy of the miracles of 
modem irrigation. 

But for all its creature com- 
forts, Orange County thinks of 
itself as ordinary heartland 
USA. It believes in patriotism 
and the gritty, old fashioned 
work ethic of people like 
Nixon’s father. Every hour from 


somewhere within the presi- 
dential library complex a clock 
chimes “God Bless America”. 
It could be a summons to the 
“silenr majority” Richard Nixon 
once so slalfulty identified, in 
Orange County and beyond. 

■Now as he seeks to rouse 
those same troops, Mr Dole is 
talcing his mentor’s advice. “If 
you thought I was tough last 
night, that was just awaim-np,” 


he told an enthusiastic crowd at 
Riverside, the day after his 
combative performance in the 
second presidential debate on 
Wednesday. Riverside, 50 miles 
east of Los Angeles, is the sort 
of swing community Mr Dole 
must carry. At that moment too 
hi? wife Elizabeth was spread- 
ing lhe word in North Califor- 
.nia, while a heavy Dole 
advertising blitz was about to hit 


significant shorts 


France rings 
the telephone 
changes 


France’s phone company 
introduced new 10-digit 


Corsican 
group threat 
to Juppe 


numbers last night. At 11pm. 
the country was adding two 
digits to every number, 


expanding its capacity tty 
hundreds of millions ”of lir 


hundreds of millions of lines 
for an explosion of modems, 
faxes and cell phones in the 
coming years. The move cost 
state-owned France Telecom 
Fr5bn (£65ra). AP - Paris 


Belgian king 
speaks out 


King Albert II of Belgium 
called for “a profound 
change in our country" after 
countless errors in a child 
murder and pom 
investigation created a public 
outrage. He spoke against a 
backdrop erf spontaneous 

protests as tens of thousands 
turned out for a fifth day 
running to demand a dean- 
up of a justice system. AP - 
Brussels 


A Corsican nationalist 
organisation that has 
admitted responsibility for 
p lantin g bombs in mainland 
France over the past two 
weeks has threatened the 
Prime Minister, Alain Jupp6, 
personally. In a letter sent to 
French state television, the 
FLNC (historic wing), spoke 
of “a response of an 
unsuspected magnitude" if 
Mr Juppd made “any 
attempt to eliminate the 
group physically”.- The letter 
made clear that the move 
was a response to a decision 
to institute proceedings 
against members of the 
FLNG Mary Dejevsky - Paris 


Price on Nazi 


Briton mi 
rape charge 


camp doctor 

Prosecutors offered a 
250,000 mark (£120,000) 
reward for a former SS 
doctor suspected of 
murdering hundreds of 
Jews at Mauthausen 
concentration camp in 1941. 
Fugitive Aribert Heim, 82, is 


suspected of using injections 
to the heart to murder 


among dD. voters 
43 to 41 per cent, a 
days before 20 promi state 
Republicans announ they 
were supporting Mr (jo. 

The reason, they fined, 
-was Mr Dole’s oppt-n to 
abortion rights and gwcroL 
and his hostility to strmri- 
ronmental controls. 'Hinw 
may thrill Republican etyi- 
stituencies elsewhere, tin 
here. Mr Dole is seestjff 
and uninspiring. A flick- 
plained: “He just isn'fali- 
fomiasort of guy."Th rof 
thumb is that a victor Re- 
publican candidate m rty 
Orange County by KR) 
votes to offset the ent ed 
Democratic majoriric he 
San Francisco Bay area 
Angeles. On preset* rfe, 
Mr Dole will be fortunjtrin 
by a tenth of that, f 

Such doubts ofcoiswkot 
disturb the faithful. i%. m 
vwy conservative," ssNaia 
Ki ngm an, president Ure >r- 
ba Linda Rcpubliesvfmi’s 
association. Tm alveiyp- 
timistic. A big surpr is cn- 
ing." 

Pinned cm the ws then- 
vitation to the Caniate- 


publican party’s le |96 
victory rally on 5 Nober Jut 


Photograph: AFP 


the airwaves. After weeks of wa- 
vering, Dole is gambling all on 
the Golden State. 

As of now he is still well be- 
hind -by 10 points in one poll 
by 12 in another. If Bill Clinton 
loses votes to the consumer 
rights advocate, Ralph Nader, 
who is on the ballot as a Green 
Party candidate, Mr Dole will 
lose at least as many to Ross 
Perot But California alone rep- 


victoty rally on 5 Nober Jut 
a better indication le rood 
may have been a here ir the 
conservative Ora: Com ty 
Register, lamentin' Ode's 
straying from thee rath: 
“What party does Dot be- 
long to anyway?^ s his 
problem even anXefkibti- 
cang - too consen for the 
moderates, too moc for the 
conservatives. 

But Mr Dole cac heart 
from another of Ps prin- 
ciples. Never quitformcr 
president declared: White 
House staff after bounced 
his resignation. “Gres only 
comes when you some 
knocks and disappents." 
Knocks and disagments 
probably await Dole, 
maybe even in Ora'ounty. 


A 45-year-old Briton 
pleaded innocent to charges 
he raped the 1 1 -year-old 
daughter of his Filipino 
girlfriend. Albert Wilson of 
Kent is alleged to have raped 
the girl at home while the 
mother was out shopping. T 
AP- Manila 


to the heart to murder 
Jewish inmates while he was 
a doctor at the camp in 
Austria. AP - Stuttpnt 


Taiwan power 
protest 


Anti-midear protester; 
hurled petrol nombs 


WATERPROOF 

WINDPROOF 

BREATHABLE 


barricades after parliament 
voted to restore funding for 
Taiwan's controversial fourth 
nuclear power station. Rader ■ 
Taipei 


on listening 

even when 


Every year at The Samaritame 
receive over a million totally silent pe 
oik. For whatever reason, the callers c ^ ■) 
b^in to tell us what’s troubling thcr - - ^ 
Equally, callers who do start m% 


uHable to go on — many hang up hal. i ;: l 
through a corrv«rsmon, or amply go ( 1: 


Fur flies in 
Australia 

Australian animal limits 


WEATHBt 
FASHION 
CLOTHING BY 


groups were outraged at- a 
plan tty legislator Richard 
Evans to free the country of 
2020, to save wildlife. 


you can’t go 
on talking. 


With all of these callers, chough 
have one golden rule: we never a 
listening. We won't be the ones 
hang up or say goodbye. 

Our number’s in the phone book 
you can call our new national number 
0345 90 90 90. Every call is confkfer 

Even if you can't talk well listen. 


FRANK EDEN 


LADIESWEAR 



The Samaritans. 
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This picture overiooidng Saunton Sands, North Devon, was taken by John Voos with a Nikon FM2 camera on Kodak Ektachrome 100 ASA film. 
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This week, crisp blue, 
abnosb-suinmer weather 
began to give way to the 
fold, wet blasts of nearly- 
winter. Compared to only 
a few weeks ago, much of 
the coast seems suddenly 
deserted, eerily beautiful, 
reclaimed by dog-walkers 
and seabirds. For those 
outdoor types prepared to 
search out the smell and 
colour of rural autumn, we 
bring news of good walk- 
ing in deepest Shropshire. 
And for shuddering 
urbanites there’s a feast 
of Bridget Jones. 


interview 


'■ ' si. 

, 4 - 


John Walsh 
meets Jeremy 
Clarkson 

Cars, camshafts and 
the chaplain’s 
daughter. TV’s Mr 
Motoring drives 
and tells , page 3 

Kerber’s week . ... .2 

Heavenly + Earthly . . .2 
Weather .2 


arts & books 



At last ... 
complete and 
unexpurgated 

Exclusive excerpts 
from the new book 
based on the 
diaries of Bridget 
Jones page 4 

Theatre review 6 

Shelf life 6 

TV & radio reviews ... .7 


travel 



Washington: 
the political 
theme park 

US Capital comes 
alive only every 
fourth year when 
gripped by election 
fever page 9 

Skiing 15 

Gardens 18 

Country walk 19 


money 



Are you losing 
out on your 
mortgage? 

Part two of our 
personal finance 
investigation into the 
way we invest our 
cash page 24 

Property 20 

Shopping 28 

Crossword 31 


13.9% 


Clear your debts and make a fresh 
start with our new lower rates. 


Before you know it, credit and bfflscan add ijK _ 


leaving yoo 10 P®y 
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loans ara 



Bnl now you can "wipe the state dean’ and make a fresh 
start with a Homeowner Loan from Upyds Bowmaker. 
Because the loan is secured by a mortgage on your - 
property, you can also choose to spread die repayments over 
a longer period (up to 15 years) to leave yon with just one 
simple, more manageable payment each month. 1 
. . So why not check the table to see just howEttfe you could 
be paying? 

ALL THE BEASSURANCE YOTJ NEED. 

As we are a subsMfaiy of Lloyds Bank, yon can res t 
assured that you’re in dependable and responsible hands. • 

- We wd never encourage you to borrow more than you 
can comfortably afford. After aD, we’re here to help you keep 
more money mjmurpodced ' ). , 

-Foryour extra peace of mind, optional Payment 
Protection [Plan could ewer your repayments m the event of 


. your death, fflnesa. accident, compulsory redundancy or 
alternatively hospitalisation (jf self-employed}. 

rrs SO EASY TO APPLY. 

Applying for a Lloyds Bowmaker Homeowner Loan is 

simple - and you don't have to be a Lloyds Bank customer! 

• To make a fresh start, call us FREE 9am -9pm Monday to 
Frktay, Item -5pm Saturday on 0800 378151. Or return the 
coupon for more information. A written quotation is always 
available on request 


CALL FREE OX 
0800 378151 

9AM - 9PM MONDAY TO FRIDAY. 
10AM - 5PM SATURDAY. 




11.9% 

For loans of 1 iD.OOoe 


1 own my asm home. Pkasc trf me bow o Uoyds Bowmaker 
X JbFo Huamratf Lauj could hrtp reduce mr monthly nulgwues awl kraw 
mare hums in my podket! My nurm cmmmlraaas'arc u > hi (Ufii Ptnl this today 
to: Ltovb Bammkof Limited (DL), Wmerfey Home, FKEEPQST, 
BonmisnoiiUi. BH8 8WL You don't wrl a sump. Or fin llus coupon to up 
m 01202 298327. 

Name 

Address 


Postcode 

Td. Day: 1STP code ) 


Tel Evening: (STD code 


) 


Ota *n4r[ » UK DBotaad <■* 



Lloyds 
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Whatever 
happened to 

Salmonella 

enteritidis? 

The moment: On a freezing cold December Saturday, an 
ITN news team caught up with Edwina Currie. Against a back- 
drop of a council estate in Chellaston, near Derby, she declared: 
“Most of the egg production in this country, sadly, is now 
infected with salmonella." 

The background: Ms Cunie was the junior health minis- 
ter, hated by many for her ambition (and her refusal to keep 
it hidden) and blunt way with words - such as that Northern- 
ers died of “crisps and ignorance", and that cervical cancer was 
the result of being "far too sexually active - nuns don't get it.” 
Somehow, though, she always survived. In the summer, a report 
landed on her desk about a problem with hens. In November, 
a hospital decided not to provide raw eggs to patients. Richard 
Lacey was a microbiologist working at Leeds University who 



had grown interested in food quality. Few beyond his univer- 
sity had heard of him, though. Salmonella enteriditis was just 
what it had been for millions of years -a bacterium which lived 
on uncooked food and thrived in the human gut, given half a 
chance, with symptoms ranging from diarrhoea to death. 

The effect: Though Ms Currie was able to withstand the farm 
lobby for a week, she couldn't withstand the Ministry of Agri- 
culture, Fisheries and Food as welL Two weeks after her state- 
ment she resigned, leaving the government with the problem 
of what to do with £10m of unsold eggs whieh were effectively 
left all over its collectively responsible face. For Ms Cunie was 
right eggs were a prime suspect in a widespread outbreak of 
salmonella, although the Egg Industry Council said it was impli- 
cated in only 26 of 36,000 reported cases of food poisoning. 

Professor Lacey -achieved widespread media visibility as a 
commentator on salmonella (which declined to be interviewed) 
and its drastic effects, which can indude death. Salmonella 
became a byword for the dangers in our food. 

Moments of subsequence: Ms Currie has never returned 
to the government benches, but instead has turned ber hand 
to annoying party colleagues in other ways, such as being pro- 
European and writing sex *o* Select Coraminee novels about, 
fictional goings-on in the Commons - detailing activities that 
The Sun would call •‘steamy" but MPs would think too normaL 

Professor Lacey warned" against the dangers of "cook-chill” 
supermarket foods, and bow they could not kill bacteria; and 
that microwaving could cause the production of dangerous 
chemicals on the surface of foods. Most recently, he has warned 
of a coming epidemic of CJD among Britons which he says will 
have been caused by eating BSE-infected food products. Sal- 
monella enteriditis, even without a safe political seat, a book 
agent or university tenure, has proved to be a similarly doughty 
survivor. It still kills about 50 people a year, in September, a 
49-year-old mother died after three weeks of painful illness, 
caused by licking a cake mix she had made which contained 
raw egg. Her husband and two sons ate the cake and lived. 

Charles Arthur 
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heavenly 

Sleaze written 
in the stars 

T he Roman naturalist Pliny 
described eclipses as “the most 
marvellous and indeed portentous 
occurrence in the whole of our 
observation of nature”. Even a few 
centuries ago, in the wake of last 
Saturday’s eclipse we would all 
have spent this week s canning the 
headlines for signs of catastrophe. 
As to who would reap the 
particular whirlwind, eclipses have 
a long tradition of creating 
problems for rulers. That this solar 
eclipse occurred in the 30-degree 
portion of the sky assigned to 
Libra, the sign opposing John 
Major's sun in Aries, would have 
undoubtedly been remarked upon. 

The Prime Minister’s opponents 
uniting Lb accusations of sleaze 
would be put down to the effects of 
sun and moon conjoined in his 
opposite sign. The possibility of 
Neil Hamilton’s resignation.cutting 
Major’s razor thin majority even 


earthly 

An idyll fit 
for idiots 

T here is a country we all know, 
but few have visited. It shares 
the same space as America, but in 
a parallel universe. If s called TV- 
Movieland You might want to live . 
there. Everyone who does, after 
all, has a front drive, an m sidle 
bathroom and separate phone lines 
for teenagers. It's a consumer 
utopia, where success also means 
understanding. 

You know TV-Movieland. 

You’ve seen the brochures. If s the 
place where moms run up porch 
steps bugging brown paper 
shopping bags from the tops of 
which plumes of celery protrude. 
Where each unmarried woman has 
a media career and a warehouse 
flat with exposed girders and giant 
abstract oils on the staircase. There 
arc no bungalows here, no 
overflowing dustbins and no leaves 
on the line. Ifs where romantic 
dinners consist of spaghetti and 
women like salad. 

This is the country where 



thinner, plus Speaker Boothrqyd's 
forceful interventions and ex-whip 
David Wflletfs scandalous ones, . 
would not be viewed as just 
another chapter in an ongoing 
sony saga. Instead this week’s 
events would be seen as certain 
harbingers of Government doom. 

All this was brought to mind by 
my participation in a programme 
On eclipses on Radio 4 last 
Saturday. The other commentators 
were a scientist and a psychologist 
The producer, being more 
accustomed to television, told me I 
was included, as the “illustration", 
which could perhaps be translated 
as thecomic relief since the 



everyone has a disabled friend, 
where minority groups are the 
bringers of wisdom! Old people, 
Chinese junk-shop owners, people 
who mend cars, women who pour 
the coffee in dineis: wherever yon 
turn, there’s someone waiting to 
offer advice or baby-sit This is the 
place where parents apologise 
when they're in the wrong and 
adolescents say things like, “I'm 
only upset because we never seem 
to spend enough time together”. 

Sounds great doesn’t it? Well, 
don't be fooled. You may long for 
kitchen appliances that work, 
secretaries who type up annual 
reports overnight and a verandah 
with a swing seat, but these things 
come at a price. Beneath this - 


BRvnSr--~-| 

jlflOTog sp Mft 

7m HT bd&,iy\is isYr>rr 

LETS GET IN THERE | 
.AND WRITS OUT »NE / HEH 

V— — ^Tickets HEH 


Pfr SSPoRT OFFICE 

rim rc 









\AJfls 

©UICKtefci 





L * « 1 — 


.-VC.-" 


programme was Science Now. 
During times of Science Then, the 
E ng lish were seen as susceptible to 
prodigies of all kinds. 

Thomas Sprat in his 1667 
History of the Royal Society. 
complained, “This wOd amazing of 
men’s minds, with Prodigies and 
conceits of Ftovidences - is a 
vanity to which the English seem to 
have been always subject above 
others. There is scarce any Modern 
Historian that relates our Foreign 
Whrs, but he has this Objection 
against the disposition of our 
Countrymen, that they used to 
order their affairs of the greatest 
importance according to some 
obscure Omens or predictions that 
passed amongst them.” 

Presumably the Welsh and Scots 
'were considered more enlightened. 

A solar edipse for 29 March 
1652 - Black Monday - seemed 
calculated to drive all Briions into 
a frenzy. Among the dire 
predictions were darkness, sudden 
death and the end of monarchy. At 
. Dalkeith the poor threw away their 
possessions, while in London 
anyone rich enough loaded their 
coaches and fled. The diarist John 
Evelyn noted that the alarm was so 
great “hardly any would work. 


happy, ordered surface lies a 
wriggling, slimy can of worms. 

Try this: go to a park. That dad- 
and-child combo by the climbing 
frames are guaranteed to be 
exchanging the following line: • 
“You’ll love Marcia. And now 
we're getting married we can be a 
family again”. Each suburban = 
celebration is disrupted when a . * 
rake-thin, lycra-dad lush falls off 
her spike heels while carrying a 
cake. Gray men only east to 
stumble in on violent burglars. 
Representatives of religious groups 
are crypto-Nazis. Unless they’re 
Catholic priests, in which case they 
have frank conversations about sex 
while strolling on docksides. Even 
the animals have alarming habits: 
there’s never a dog that doesn’t 
whine and wag its tail, never a 
home that doesn’t whinny when it 
appears. As for cats, they have only 
one function: to jump, yowling, out 
of dark places and make lone 
females scream. 

This, you see, is the murder 
capital of the world. Business deals 
in Jakartan penthouses are a 
doddle in comparison. No one 
here ties around watching soaps 
and thinking about vacuuming. It fa 
a prerequisite of citizenship that 
you agree to be raped/slashed/ 
murdered/mown down by a drunk 


none stir out of their houses, so 
ridiculously were they abused by 
knavish and ignorant stargazers”. 

The Council of State issued a 
pamphlet insisting that eclipses 
were natural events and could have 
no political effects. When the day 
dawned fine and dear and nothing 
terrible ensued, astrologers - like 
acolytes of any revealed religion - 
were not short of excuses. Bor the 
omen tradition of eclipses looked 
to the duration as well as the . 
location of the eclipse for its time- " 
frame of prediction. Last week’s^ 
eclipse lasted for three hours, 
representing three years during 
which we will feel its effects. 

When the sun fa eclipsed, so fa 
the ruler’s power. Perhaps 
.Conservative Central Office might 
issue a pamphlet assuring us all is 
well, although Major may yet 
remain resilient since this eclipse 
was merely partiaL The coming 
total edipse over Cornwall in 1999 
could prove more intractable. The 
Anglo-Saxon Chronide highlights 
more than one ruler, including the 
King of Kent, who met his end 
during the same year as an eclipse. 
Were I the King of Cornwall, I 
should look to my future. 

Ann Geneva 


driver, or find your •. 
parents/spousefohildcen 
raped/sl^hed/murdered. Dawn 
breaks to the sound of women 
saying “I woke up in a panic 
because Fd forgotten to pack hfc . 
lunch, and then I remembered;,?* . • 

. As with most countries, thece 1 , 

are specific rules for wqqmul } 

Lonely Plans .Guide keeps'; r .. 
forgetting to radude them, but' ’’ 
they must be strictly observed. 

Never shoot with your eyes open. 

If you shoot with your eyes open, 
you'll miss. Don’t run into the 
street when there’s a windowless 
attic to hide in. And r this is most 
important - only check out late- 
night noises barefoot, in a nightie, 
without turning on the lights. 

Sounds bad, I know, but if you 
follow a few basic rules, you'll not 
only survive, you'll be a better 
person. Firstly: never trust a man 
with a moustache. Always trust 
mep with beards. Unless, that fa, j 
you’re in woodland and they’re j 
wearing a plaid shirt If your j 

husband's dead, avoid your best j 
friend. If your husband and best 
friend are staining the deep-pile, - 
don’t stand at the top of a dm with ! 
the investigating Cop. Stick with i 
these rules, and you’ll do fine. - j 
Have a nice trip. 

Serena Mackesy > 


In addition 


A tide of sleaze* is engulfing the nation 
this month. Just as it did in Ohobcr 
1994 and in November 1995. The monthly 
totals of appearances of the word “sleaze 
in our newspaper database (covering a wide g. 
selection of national dailies and Sundays) w - 
since the beginning of 19W reveals both the V 

sea sonal nature of sleaze and the high 
prospects of a record crop this autumn. 

TIDE OF SLEAZE 

montfUy average, 1994-96 
0 100 200 300 400 50D 
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As the table shows, sleaze was accept- 
ably contained until the tidal wave of 
arms-for-Iraq and cash-for-questions sto- 
ries in late 1994. The level remained high, 
peaking again with the publication of the 
Nolan Report (May 1995) and the Com- 
mons debate on Nolan (November 1995). 

After Nolan our appetite for sleaze 
appeared satiated and the figures for the 
"eariy months of 1996 give the impression 
of a general sleaze moratorium. Indeed, the 
total number of sleaze appearances in the 
first nine months of the year was 63 percent 
down on the same period in 1995. This 
month, however, the cease-sleaze has come 
to an end. With 249 instances in the first 
16 days of October, it will take only one 
more major scandal to surpass the high 
sleaze mark of October 1994. 

’Sleaze, a back formation from the far 
older sleazy, with a first citation date in the 
OED of 1967. Sleazy dates back to 1670 in 
the form Sleasie or Slescy, meaning inferior 
fabric from Silesia. The meaning gener- 
alised from shabby cloth to shabby stan- 
dards in general 

William Hartston 
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Aberdeen c 
Anglesey sh 
Ayr sh 

Belfast sh 

Birmingham c 
Blackpool c 
Bournemouth s 
Brighton f 
Bristol f 


General Situation and 5-Day Outlook: 

A developing depression will move northeast 
towards Iceland with fronts moving east across the 
British Isles. 

Today, Scotland will gel a mix of sunshine and 
showers with a brisk westerly wind. Most of the 
showers are going to be to the north, and over the 
islands, but rain will spread into the southwest. 
Northern Ireland is going ro get some rain and a 
freshening southwest wind after a bright start. The 
whole of England and Wales will get some sunshine 
with a moderate westerly breeze. There are, 
though, going to be a few light showers dotted 
about while cloudier weather and rain spreads from 
the west. 

Sunday will see rain and gusty winds in the north, 
but with showers to come. The south will be brighter 
and milder, but with rain spreading from tbe west 
Much of the UK will see sunshine and showers on 
Monday with a gusty westerly wind, but there will be 
rain to the south. The rain will work its way north 
during Tuesday along with strengthening southwest 
winds. Wednesday should then see the rain clearing 
to sunshine and showers with gusty winds. 

5 59 Ipswich t 10 50 Oxford f 16 61 

3 55 Isles of SetBy f 14 57 Plymouth c 14 57 

1 52 Jersey f 16 61 Rnnakisway sh 14 57 

5 59 Liverpool e 14 57 Scarborough c 12 54 

5 59 Liard sh 14 57 Southampton f 14 57 

5 59 London f 15 59 Southend c 12 54 

3 55 Manchester f 15 59 Stornoway sh 12 54 

6 61 Newcastle s 13 55 Tlree ■ sh 14 57 

3 55 Nottingham c 14 57 Ybrt 5 14 57 


Jn warm front-***- coM front -44 . occluded front. 


Cardiff 
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15 

59 

Ipswich 
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50 

Carlisle 
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13 

5b 

Isles of ScfQy 
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14 

57 

Dover 

: 

11 

52 

Jersey 

f 

16 

61 

Dublin 

f 

15 59 

Liverpool 

c 

14 

57 

Edlnbuigh 

s 

15 

59 

Liard 

sh 

14 

57 

Exeter 

f 

15 

59 

London 

f 

15 

59 

Glasgow 

sh 

13 

55 

Manchester 

f 

15 

59 

Guernsey 

f 

16 

61 

Newcastle 

s 

13 

55 
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WORLD WEATHER YESTERDAY, MIDDAY (GMTh c,doudy. (.fain fg.fo© . 
r.rain; sivsnow; s^unny; th .thunder * previous day's figure at local time 


Alicante 

Amsterdam 

Athens 

Auckland 

Bahrain 

Bangkok 

Barcelona 

Beirut 

Belgrade 

Berlin 

Biarritz 

Bombay 

Bordeaux 

Brisbane 

Brussels 

Bucharest 

Budapest 

Cabo 

Cape Town 


s 26 79 
s 12 54 
1 23 73 
f 17 63 
s 31 88 
f 31 88 
s 20 68 
5 29 84 
f 18 64 
C 13 55 
c 19 66 
f 33 91 
c 19 66 
S23 73 
s 13 55 
s 13 55 
c 14 57 
s 33 91 
• C 24 75 


Christchurch s 15 59 
Cologne f 12 54 
Copenhagen f 13 55 


Corfu 

Dhahran 

Florence 

Geneva 

Gibraltar 

Helsinki 

Hong Kang 

Islamabad 

Jerusalem 


f 20 68 
s 27 81 
1 18 64 
s 11 52 
s 25 77 
m 745 
S 29 84 
s 28 82 
s28 82 


Matte 

Manila 

Milan 

Mombasa 

Moscow 

Munich 

New Delhi 

Oslo 

Fans 


Johannesburg f 26 79 
Karachi s 37 99 
Kathmandu s 25 77 
Kiev m 11 52 
Las Palmas s 25 77 
Lisbon f 21 70 
Madrid c 18 64 


Rome 

Stockholm' 

Strasbourg 


f 22 72 
I 25 77 
s 22 72 
C30 86 
f 15 59 
5 25 77 
e 948 
C 10 50 
3 3188 
"t 10 50 
f 14 57 
r 948 
I 19 66 
m ll 52 
s 13 55 
C 20 68 
f 23 73 
113 55 
S 11 52 


Something worth talking about. 


Contact your local travel agent or cal! for details on 


0345 554554 or 0345 l FLY BM 


3k British Midland The Airline for Europe 

Return f*e from Lonfon Hothr** feabflfe m «Ikwi niw ml Ifalfc. M MdaW* Trawl i»W adude a Saunhy nig« Bar tawnse- «««*«»¥ 


Amsterdam] 

from * 

t r 69 BW 


London &S 8 p m to 

Bristol &08pm to 

B h m ln g hs m &04pm to 

Manchester &03pm to 

Newcastle ik58pm to 

Glasgow 6D6pm to 

Bettut 6:16pm to 

Pmaniiw - 

London- 5:56pm to 

Bristol — &06pm to 

Bhrifosham &Q2ptn to 

Manchester— — JxOlpm to 
Newcastle— 5:55pm, to 
Glasgow. ft04pm fa 
Belfast —.6:13pm to 


Roa±MBClasgcwJll Queendie(B765 
Stepps Road interchange) major road- 
works, dosed westbound. Contraflow 1 
casibound- Expeci serious tldays^ 

M25 Sumy between J6 Godstone inter- 
change (A22/B2235) and J10 Wcdey 


SOmph speed limit will cause peak tints 
ddays in both directions. 

A38 Cornwall Dethanlc near UsksanL 
Cu mrafkw wB cause long delays. 

A1 Durham. Between A1 (M) J 6l*Bo»- 
bum (A177/A688IB626L Durham Ser- 
vices) and At (M) JttOScdgefidd (A689 
Bradbury), comaflow with two lanes 
souihbound and one lane northbound. 
Expect delays. 


Out and about with AA Ro a dwa t ch 
cat 0338 401 tar Die jassstbeaf and na- 
ttararfcsacnw®. Source: Tha’Aiaomottte 
Assocedon. CaSa chargoJ at 46p per mm 
1 cheep rsn) 50p per ran (all other tjmesl 
tncVAT. 


Yesterday’s Reading 
N0a 

London - Good 

5 England Good 

Wales Good 

C England Good 

N England Good 

Scotland Good 

N Ireland Good 


Outlook tor Today 
London Good 

S England Good' 

Wales Good 

C England Good 

N England Good 

Scotland Good 

N Ireland Good 


AM HT PM HT 
LflKtaii 645 62 19.23 &2 

UwpOOi 4,17 82 16146 82 

Bristol 1209112 0048 82 

Hul (Albert Dodd 1L37 &5 2304 64 

Greenock 524 32 17.46 32 

Dun Laoghiire 454 3.7 17.16 32 



A nyone up and around In 
the small hours of Mon- 
day or Tuesday morning next 
week could spot meteors 
from the Orionid shower. At 
tits peak,* this regular annual 
shower can produce a shoot- 
ing star eveiy two or three 
minutes. Each blazing trail in 
our atmosphere marks the 
final demise of a dust frag- 
ment that dropped off Hal- 
ley s Comet long ago. Accu- 
mulated streams of dust 
chase this most famous of 
comets as it takes its 
extended course round the 
Sun. 

Twice a year. Earth 
ploughs through the trail of 
interplanetary debris, giving 
us the Oriooids in late Octo- 


ber and a meteor shower 
known as the EtaAquaridsa 
in early May. 

Shower meteors seem to 
come from one particular 
point in the sky. The con- 
stellation in which this point 
lies gives the shower its name. 
Apart from such regular 
showers, miscellaneous bits 
and pieces from space can 
enter the atmosphere at anv 
time, creating a brief, fiery 
trail in Hu.* sky. Sometimes, 
they are big enough to survive 
the ordeal and land on Earth 
as meteorites. 

Also this week, look for the 
planet Saturn, a bright tfojcct 
near the almost foil Moon on 
Wednesday and Thursday 
evening. 


Sun ana Moor 


Sunrises 

Sunsets 


7:31am Moon rises 2:15pm NewMoonOetotar 
5:58pm Moon sets 11:43pm 26 
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Ciitl'Ofi 


John Walsh 


meets... 

Jeremy 

Clarkson 


O utside Charibuiy Sta- 
tion, Jeremy Clarkson is 
waiting in a classic pose: 
leaning against an auto- 
mobile, arms folded, 
one hand occasionally raising a cig- 
arette to his lips, the long vertical 
of his 6ft 5 in frame bisecting the 
gleaming horizontal of the car. man 
M and machine, you see* in sacred con- 
j unction. It’s the look Bruce Spring- 
steen chose for the cover of his Tun- 
nel of Love album, complete with 
cowboy hat and bootlace tie. Mr 
Clarkson has not selected either 
accessory today, but both the cow- 
boy hat and the folded 'arms can be 
found on the cover of Jeremy Clark- 
son 's Motorworld, a handsome book 
published to tie in with last year's 
12-part dash round a dozen coun- 
tries that topped BBC2's ratings. 

The only trouble is that the car 
against which he is leaning is a Nis- 
san Primera - and long-standing fans 
of Top Gear's corkscrew-barneted 
Wild Man will know that Nissan dri- 
vers are one of Clarkson’s many b&es 
noins. (‘They can't park, don’t under- 
stand roundabouts and are not 
averse, once in a while, to driving the 
wrong way down a motorway*’). A 
man of strong but mysterious opin- 
ions, he also nurses a chrom'c (Mike 
of foreigners (especially the 'Welsh 
. and the Swiss), OoUn Wfelland, the 
World Bank, travelling salesmen 
, wlesperially of photocopiers), homo- 
* -^xuals, political correctness and his 
own feet But as we career through 
the Oxfordshire lanes, it becomes 
dear that the Nissan is only on loan, 
for purposes of review, which Mr 
Clarkson duty; .supplies: “The most 
ordinary, deprassingty dull corporate 
junk, although actually there’s an., 
inherent niceness about its steering 
and its responses". 

Sitting in the driver's seat, hers a 
bulky, looming presence, that huge' 
pink slab of a head surmounted by' 
a tangle of arris, which seem to be 
assodated with it without actually 
growing from it, like lichen on a. 
boulder. It's very familiar, because 
of Mr Clarkson’s extraordinary 
broadcast style. His Top Gear per- 
formance is foil of in-your-Iens ginn- 
ing and vast facial close-ups, whis- 
pered confidences and over-the- 
shoukter chat, beery puns and breezy 
one-liners: “So the question is,” be 
summed up last Thursday’s critique 
of the new Rwd Ka, “if you drive this, 
will people want to have your babies, 
aor will they laugh in your fece?" 

- ■ Sex and cars have been men- 
• ^ rioned in the same breath ever since 
the Model-T Ford acquired ad- 
justable seating, but in Clarkson 
they sometimes seem interchange- 
able. His approbation of cars goes 
beyond horsepower, big ends and 
rocker panels, into darker realms of 
attraction and desire. Viz comic fea- 
tured Mr Clarkson performing sex 
with a “Ferrari Tfestosterossa" 
(“Yeah, take that you sexy bitch, it’s 
hart]...”). His image has gradually 
coarsened, over his seven years with 
Top Gear, from an enthusiastic 
impresario of speeding chrome to 
the shambolic xenophobic, drinking 
'n' smoking figure of Super-Lad. . 

Ar the Clarkson home - a Geor-: 
man mansion once owned by David 
Sainsbuiy - wc parked besde lns 
beloved Jaguar. I blinked at fee agbt 
of the rest of the Clarkson stable - 
an Austin Maestro, a Citroen Passat 
- in a comer. “Onc is itbe deanei^ 
the other's the nanny s .s^eretpy- 

“Don't jump to conclusions. Oaric- 
son mewed here last year with fos 
^ dark and pretty wife F^noe (who 

a doubles as his manager) 

9 children « 

M (seven months the name is Mam, 
^ UlceFkande). though they still renmo 
to their Fulham flat at the smaUerf 
pretext. In their Provencal kitchen, 
Jcremv makes coffee ^ 
fields phone calls 

the site of this week’s Motor Show. 
Everyone from theCHy Owneflto 


St 


te I* 



“Oh of course. Sometimes you 

iwnt -Oh dear. I’ve hurt someone 
mink, t«i ... •n.„,i,(nivniihave 


-I 


a drink and 

, . glhz jnns and legit- 

remendK'r Uwt a r industry is 

r‘Swg^i« ti “ wo,idiH,d 


when it fluffs up its feathers arid puts 
on a show it can look... pretty 
good.” The days of draping babes 
across bonnets had gone, though? 
“If s not just that The trade’s been 
very depressed for the past few 
years, because of ail this nonsense 
about pollution and the need for 
electric cars. And the motor indus- 
try, instead of flexing its enormous 
muscles arid fighting bade, has kow- 
towed, and made these tedious little 
cars. But they've pretty well gone 
away, and if s all back to power and 
fun and games, and pouting girls.. ” 

' ’ Despite his Little Englandism 
(the Motorworld programme 
amounted to a dozen flights of cul- 
tural stereotyping, with some cars 
attached) he is. slavishly devoted to 
Italian cars, especially Feirans; his 
pride and joy is a P-reg Ferrari 355 
m screaming scarlet, which he went 
so far as to buy at list price. Though 
nervous about people knowing he's 
got one, .he proudly shows off its 
smooth lines and blood-and-cream 
interior to appreciative strangers. 
When, later, his wife offered me a 
lift in it, his face became all concern^ 
be looked a far ay from the chap 
who disparages the environmental 

lobby, suggests, otMir, the the speed 

limit should be 140 mph and raffales 
cheeky dpn.’frgive-arshit amorality. 

- Talking to hun. about cars is a curj: 
pus experience. Startfogifomaposi- 
tion of ignorance - I’m the kind, of . 
driver who assumes “overhead 
camshafts” are things you have to 
duck to avoid when leaving the pafr .. 
senger sear - 1 was prepared to be 
bflndedbyihe automativeeqiiivdent- 
0 f a vrine-snob: Not a bit. of iL 
Qarkson off-carper®, is the same as 
on, reducing complicated machines 

Tius helikes Jaguars because^ 1 ^. 
pie say there's .not nw* ^»ce.in. 
there, flat you re hemmed m, tmtj 
think it matoyou feel ve^exsy Mid 
safe- like befog in a cockpit? “No, 
more like being in a lzttie snntywife 
a wood-bunring stove. There should 
be a few books on the walls.:, .• 

The other thing he does is wax 


hyper-precise about some tiny detail 
of a car as if to suggest, by synech- 
doebe, the wondrousness of the 
whole. He will, for instance, bang cm 
for ages about the Ferrari’s gear 
lever. ?Tfs a beautiful piece of 
sculpture. ’Course the Italians have 
an eye for making thing s beautiful, 
rather than strictly functional...” 
Come off it. Jeremy, I said, there’s 
a gear lever in my Rover which is 
gorgeous, too, if we’re going to. 
writhe like .art critics about it, a 


majority of people who buy cars care 
a gnaf s what is under the bonnet 
Just so long as, when they pull out 
to overtake a tractor, they’ll go 
faster than the tractor.” 

Did he really not know how an 
engine works? “I realty don’t I’ve 
tried over the years to understand 
the basics of internal combustion - 
how the spark plug has a spark and 
ignites the fuel mixture and there’s 
this piston somehow turns this rod 
which turns the gear lever which 


corridors. And that’s why I took this 
conscious effort to be Jade the Lad, 
to drink and smoke, so that way you 
could stand out.” He considered the 
glowing tip of his Marlboro Red. “It 
was the best decision of my life. 
Smoking is just fantastic. I love it”. 

Repton, though - didn’t that 
make him more of a Posh Git than 
a Boy Racer? He bridled. “WfeU, I 
did get expelled.” What for? “It was 
a whole series of misdemeanours, 
best summed up by the headmaster 


“Quentin Willson told me when 
he was 17 he was stripping down 
a Ford Anglia on his parents’ 
kitchen table. I said, ‘Quentin, 
when I was 1 7, 1 was getting laid’ ” 


lovely fet, solid piece of - “Plastic,” 
said Clarkson crushingly. “Or wood 
veneer, which is the same thing. The 
Esrrari gear lever' is a perfect alu- 
minium ball. They use ^'diamond 
cutter to' carve the map of - the 
gears. It’s something you could 
take out of the car and Stephen 
Bayley would have it in the Design 
Museum. Now take the 'petrol filler 
cap on.tbte Fiat Coup£...” 

- Jt seemed odd that he never, dis- 
cussed tire/minutiae of car technol- 
ogy, ihe anbraky world of torque 
ratios and the like. This is because 
he hasn't a clue what they mean. 
“Yeah/pebple are always keen to 
talk abort 

Germans: Tbety love the details. 
They totfe to get yon down and say, 
Tjook at our new. track rod end: 
Have you ever seen anything Eke it?’ 
And I say, soriy, l don 't think it’s very .' 
important. I don!rthmk the vast 


makes the car move...” Had he 
never stood in a garage when 
young, like General Colin Powell 
apparently did surrounded by wires 
and widgets, taking a Chewy to 
pieces? “Good God, no. Quentin 
Willson, my co-presenter on Top 
Gear , said the other day, when he 
was 17 he was stripping down a 
Ford Anglia on his parents' kitchen 
table. I said, ^Quentin, when I was 
17 ? I was getting laid’.” 

' Indeed. Mr Clarkson’s naughty- 
boy credentials date back to ms 
arrival at Repton, the Derbyshire 
public school, at 13. He grew up in 
Doncaster, where his mother made 
soft-toy Paddington Bears under 
license. *T think I must have been a 
spoilt brat at home, because it was 
such a shock when I got to school to 
find that I wasn't king of the hill any 
more: I was just another 13-year-old 
fog who was expected to sweep the 


when he said. ‘If you'd come up to 
me on the first day and punched me 
in the fece, fd have expelled you 
instantly. And if you’d come up and 

gone like day [he gives ray arm alight 

poke], Fd have been mildly irritated 
But the thing is, you've been doing 
that [nasty prod] and that [nastier 
prod] and that [ditto] for five years. 
Now get out". Bid what was the final 
indignity? Drugs? Guns? Sex? 

“There was no one big thing. Fd 
worked my way through the rule 
book, breaking them one by one, but 
' there was no calamitous moment 
when I was caught m flagrante with 
the chaplain's daughter. Mostly it 
was not being there. I was more 
interested in fee local girl's schooL 
Shall I do my hisioiy prep or shall I 
go and sec Salty Ann?” 

Ibid by a Doncaster neighbour 
that the only fete of the expelled is 
to become journalists, he joined the 


Rotherham Advertiser as a trainee. It 
lasted until his nerve broke one day 
when covering a Ponies and Produce 
local show. “1 had all the Pony Club 
mothers giving me earache about 
how ‘"Well, she shouldn’t have been 
in feat class, so she shouldn’t have 
won’. Td been hearing how some- 
body cheated with his marrow and 
someone else’s apples came from 
Sainsbuiy's and they hadn’t grown 
them at all and then fee Pony Club 
mothers. . . That's what made me do 
it I picked up my typewriter in the 
Press tent at the Wyckeisley Show 
and shouted ‘Enough!'. I thought 
there must be something better than 
this out in the big wide world...” 

And there was, and it was called 
cars. Before buying his first car- a 
Ford Sdrocco - Clarkson leafed 
through fee available car maga- 
zines, “and they were all, tike What 
Car?, this incredibly tedious line-up 
of facts and details. I wasn’t inter- 
ested in that I wanted to know, as 
1 cruise down Doncaster High 
Street, am I going to look good in 
this car or not? I didn't give a shit 
about headroom and boot-sills. 
And it made me start thinking: I 
wonder if you could write about cars 
in a different way?” 

But look, I said, you're 6ft 5in. 
You 1 re far too taD to drive a Sciraeco 
with its streamlined ceiling. Maybe 
if you’d trusted the boring details, 
you wouldn't have had excruciating 
neckache for years. . . “Will, yeah, I 
was desperately uncomfortable in it, 
and fee dutch cable used to saw 
through fee bulkhead and break - 
but it didn’t matter because it was 
such a [ovely car. You’d walk up to 
it after you'd been shopping, and 
look at it and go, *You're magnifi- 
cent '. ” We’re back in Viz country, it 
seems. I lack the nerve to ask him if 
he's ever tried to mate with one of 
his high-performance charges, 
though I remember his telling Q 
magazine, on the subject of sexual 
arousal, “I don't actually swell. 
There’s no swelling when T cOmb into 
a car, unlike if I was, say. ctimbing 
into Claudia Sdiiffer. Driving a Fer- 


rari isn’t as good as bedding Kate 
Moss, but it's not fer off. 1 imagine.” 
Gosh, what a naughty boy. 

Having almost exhausted the 
excitement potential of everything 
on four wheels - he's doing 37 Top 
Gear programmes this year, Clark- 
son is now embarked cm a new 
venture, provisionally entitled Jeremy 
Clarkson Unlimited, which he has just 
started shooting in the States. “The 
basic premise is. if it rolls, floats, flics, 
shoots a big bullet, runs on high 
explosive or gasoline, then we fea- 
ture it It’s kind of Beyond the Dodge 
Viper - that was as exciting as cars 
get, but not as exdting as motorised 
transport gets. Well he doing heli- 
copters. gunships, powerboats... It 
should be called Big Boys ' Tdys." WD1 
he be taking fee wheel of them all? 
“Er, no, I can’t fly - though I did go 
on a powerboat once. The most 
extraordinary experience. 1 find it 
hard to talk about it. I mean it can 
go from nought to 100 in three sec- 
onds. It can generate 4G m a turn. 
You can’t see how half an inch of ply- 
wood hull in the water con provide 
enough grip to make your face get 
all twisted up...” 

Mr Clarkson is deliriously enter- 
taining company and a straight 
talker of refreshingly unambiguous 
views, but he is, of course, a big kid 
. surrounded by birthday presents 
supplied to the Corporation by 
the car companies. His role is to find 
an heroic voice for the commuter 
who drives his purple Mondeo to the 
supermarket on Saturdays. Was 
there any distant maturity in sight 
for the horsepower-loving Super- 
Lad? “Well there is a temptation - 
it starts out with a Mild Lad. then 
Laddism catches on and you get 
loaded and Men BehawngBadfy, and 
you’re on fee crest of tins Lad wave 
and in order to stay in front you're 
sometimes tempted to go mad and 
say stupid things.' But you have to be 
aware feat there are limits. If some- 
one could provide a direct link 
between something Fd said and 
someone gelling ready hurt, things 
might be different'But until then..." 


- ll 
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8st (bad); chocolate 4 (bad); cigarettes 3 (vg) 


(itch 


Sunday 15 January 


6pm; Completely exhausted by entire 
day of dale-preparation. Being a 
woman is worse than being a farmer. 
There is so much harvesting and crop 
sp raving to be done: legs to be waxed, 
underarms shaved, eyebrows plucked, 
feet pumiced, skin exfoliated and 
moisturised, spots cleansed, roots 
dyed, eyelashes tinted, nails filed, 
cellulite massaged, stomach muscles 
exercised. The whole performance is 
so highly tuned you only need to 
neglect it for a few days for the whole 
thing to go to seed. Sometimes I 
wonder what I would be like if left to 
revert to nature - with a full beard and 
handlebar moustache on each shin, 
Denis Healey eyebrows, face a 
graveyard of dead skin cells, spots 
erupting, long curly fingernails like 
Struwwelpetcr. blind as bat and stupid 
runt of species as no contact lenses, 
flabby body fiobbering around. 

7pm: Cannot believe this has 
happened. On the way to the 
bathroom, to complete final farming 
touches. I noticed the Ansafone light 
was flashing: Daniel. 

“Look. Jones. I'm realty sorry. I 
think I’m going to have to give tonight 
a miss. I've got a presentation at 10 in 
the morning and a pile of 45 
spreadsheets to get through." 

Cannot believe it. Am stood up. 
Entire waste of whole day’s bloody 
effort and hydro-electric body- 
generated power. However, one must 
not live one's life through men but 
must be complete in oneself as a 
woman of substance. 

9pm: Still, he is in top-level job. 

Maybe he didn't want to ruin first date 
with underlying work-panic. 

11pm: Humph. He might have bloody 
well rung again, though. Is probably 
out with someone thinner. 

5am: What's wrong with me? I’m 
completely alone. Hate Daniel 
Cleaver. Am going to have nothing 
more to do with nun. Am going to get 
weighed. 


Monday 16 January 

9st 2 (from where? why? why?); alcohol 
units 0; cigarettes 20; calories 1500; 
positive thoughts 0. 

10.30am. office: Daniel is still locked 
in his meeting. Maybe it was a genuine 
excuse. 

lpm: Just saw Daniel leaving for 
lunch. He has not messaged me or 
anything. Depressed. Going shopping. 
11.50pm: Just had dinner in Harvey 
Nichols Fifth Boor with Tom. who was 
obsessing about a pretentious- 
sounding "freelance film maker" 
called Jerome. Moaned to him about 
Daniel, who was in meetings all 
afternoon and only managed to say, 
"Hi. Jones, how’s the skirt?" at 
4.30pm. Tom said not to be paranoid, 
give it time, but I could tell he was nor 
concentrating and only wanted to talk 
about Jerome as suffused with sex-lust. 


Tuesday 24 January 


Heaven-sent day. At 5.30pm. like a gift 
from God. Daniel appeared, sat 
himself on the edge of ray desk, with 
his back to Pcrpetua. took out his 
diary and murmured. “How are you 
fixed for Fridav?’’ 


Ycssssss! Yessssss! 


Friday 27 January 

9st 3 1 but stuffed with Genoa n food); 
alcohol units S: cigarettes 400 (feels 
like): calorics S~5. 


Huh. Had dream date at an intime 
little Genonn restaurant near Daniel's 
flat. 

“I'm ... right. I'll get a taxi,'’ I 
blurted awkwardly as we stood in the 
street aftenvards. Then he lightly 
brushed a hair From my forehead, took 
my cheek in his hand and kissed me, 
urgently, desperately. .After a while he 
held me hard against him and 
whispered (hroalily, "I don’t think 
you'll be needing that taxi, Jones." 

The second ive were inside his flat 
wc fell upon each other like beasts: 
shoes, jackets strewn in a trail across 
the room. 

"I don't think this skirt's looking at 
all well." he murmured. “I think it 
should lie down on the floor.’’ As he 
started to undo the zip he whispered, 
"This is just a bit of fun. OK? I don’t 
think we should start getting 
involved." Then, caveat in place, he 
carried on with the zip. Had it not 
been for Sharon and the fuckwiuage 
and that I'd just drunk the best part of 
a bottle of wine, I would have sunk 
powerless into his arms. As it was. I 
leapt to my feet, pulling up my skifL 

"That is just such crap," I slurred. 
‘How dare you be so fraudulently 
flirtatious, cowardly and 
dysfunctional? I am not interested in 
emotional fuckwiuage. Goodbye." 

It was great. You should have seen 
his face. But now I am home I am 
sunk into gloom. I may have been 
right, but my reward. I know, will be to 
end up all alone, half-eaten by an 
Alsatian. 


Monday 13 February 


Midnight: Ugh. Completely exhausted. 
Surely it is not normal to be revising 
for a date as if it were a job interview? 
Suspect Daniel’s enormously well read 
brain may rum out to be something of 
a nuisance if things develop. Ma ybc I 
should have fallen for someone 
younger and mindless who would cook 
for me. wash all my clothes and agree 
with everything I say. 


Since leaving work I have nearly 
slipped a disc, wheezing through a step 
aerobics class, scratched my naked 
body for seven minutes with a stiff 
brush; cleaned the flat; filled the 
fridge, plucked my eyebrows, skimmed 
the papers and the Ultimate Sex Guide , 
put the washing in aad waxed my own 
legs, since it was too late to book an 
appointment. 

Ended up kneeling on a towel trying 
to pull off a wax strip firmly stuck to 
the back of my calf while watching 
Newsnight in an effort to drum up 
some interesting opinions about 
things. My back hurts, my head aches 
and my legs are bright red and covered 
in lumps of wax. 

Wise people will say Daniel should 
like me just as I am, but I am a child of 
Cosmopolitan culture, have been 
traumatised by supermodels and too 
many quizzes and know that neither 
my personality nor ray body is up to it 
if left to its own devices. I can't take 
the pressure. I am going to cancel and 
spend the evening eating doughnuts in 
a cardigan with egg on it 


Saturday 25 February 

8st 10 (miracle: sex proved indeed to be 
best form of exercise); alcohol units 0; 
cigarettes 0; calories 200 (at last have 
found the secret of not eating: simply 
replace food with sex). 

6pm: Oh joy. Have spent the day in a 
state I can only describe as shag- 
drunkenness, mooning about the flat, 
smiling, picking things up and putting 
them down again. It was so lovely. The 
only down points were 1) immediately 
it was over Daniel said. "Damn. I 
meant to take the car into the Citroen 
garage," and 2) when I got up to go to 
the bathroom he pointed out that I 
had a pair of tights stuck to the back of 
my calf. 

But as the rosy douds disperse. I 
begin to feel alarm. What now? No 
plans were made. Suddenly I realise I 
am waiting for the phone again. How 
can it be that the situation between the 
sexes after a first night remains so 
agonisingly unbalanced? Feel as if I 
have just sat an exam and must wait 
for my results. 


Friday 3 March 


At 4.15 Sharon rang me in the office. 

“Are you coming out with me and 
Jude tomorrow?” ■ 

“Er ..." I silently panicked, thinking. 
Surely Daniel will ask to see me this 
weekend before he leaves the office? 

“Call me if he doesn't ask," said 
Shazzer drily, after a pause. 

At 5.45pm saw Daniel with his coat 
on heading out through the door My 
traumatised expression must have 
shamed even him because he smiled 
shiftily, nodded at the computer screen 
and shot ouL 

Sure enough. Message 
Pending was flashing. I pressed 
RMS. It said: 

Message Jones 

Have a good weekend. Pip pip. 

Cleave 

Miserably, I picked up the phone 
and dialled Sharon. 

'“What time are we meeting 
tomorrow?" I mumbled sheepishly. 

“Eight thirty. Cafe Rouge. Don’t 
worry, we love you. TfeU him to bugger 
off from me. Emotional fuckwit." 


2am: Argor sworeal brilleve with 
Shazzan Jude. Dun stupid care bout 
Daniel stupid prat. Feel sicky though. 
Oops. 


Sunday 5 March 


8am: Ugh. Wish was dead. Am never, 
ever going to drink again for the rest 
of life. 

8.30am: Oooh. Could really fancy 
some chips. 

1 1.30am: Badly need water but seems 
better to keep eyes dosed and head 
stationary on pillow so as not to 
disturb bits of machinery and 
pheasants in head. 

5pm: Har har. Am marvellous. Feeling 
v pleased with self. Had top-level post- 
works crisis meeting in Cafe Rouge 
with Sharon, Jude and Tom. who were 
ail delighted with the Daniel outcome, 
each convinced it was because 2 had 
followed their advice. Also Jude had 
heard survey on the radio that by the 
turn of the millennium a third of all 
households will be single, therefore 
proving that at last we are no longer 
tragic freaks. Shazzer guffawed and 
said, “One in three? Nine out of 10. 
more like." 

Sharon maintains men - present 
company (ie Tom) excepted, obviously 
-are so catastrophically unevolved 
that soon they will just be kept by 
women as pets for sex. therefore 
presumably these will not count as 
shared households as the men will be 
kept outside in kennels. Anyway, 
feeling v empowered. Tremendous. 
Think might read bit of Susan Faludi's . 
Backlash. 

5am: Oh God, am so unhappy about 
Daniel. 1 love him. 


Monday 20 March 


9st; alcohol units 4 (getting into mood); 
cigarettes 27 (but lari day before giving 
up); calories 2,455. 

Have decided to serve the shepherd's 


pie with chargrilled Belgian endive 
salad. Roquefort lardons and frizzle 


salad. Roquefort lardons and frizzled 
chorizo, to add a fashionable touch 
(have not tried before but sure it will 
be easy), followed by individual Grand 
Marnier souffles. 

V much looking forward to the 
birthday. Expect to become known as 
brilliant cook and hostess. 


Tuesday 21 March: 
my birthday 

9st; alcohol units 9: cigarettes 42; 
calories 4.295 (If can 't splash out on 
birthday, when can I?) 

6.30pm: Cannot go on. Have just 
stepped in a pan of mashed potato in 
new kitten-heel black suede shoes 
from Pied & Terre (Pied-a-Pommc-dc- 
Terre, more like), forgetting that 
kitchen floor and surfaces were 
covered in pans of mince and mashed 
potato. 

630pm: Already! Have to go out to 
Cullens for Grand Marnier sou£8£ 
ingredients and other forgotten items. 
Oh my God - suddenly remembered 
tube of contraceptive jelly may be on 
side of washbasin. Must also hide 
storage jars with embarrassing un-hip 
squirrel design and birthday card from 
Jamie with picture of little lamb on 
front which says "Happy Birthday, 
Guess which one is you?" Then inside, 
"You're the one over the hill." 

Humph. 


Schedule: 

6.30pm: Go to shop. 

6.45pm: Return with forgotten 
groceries. 

6.45-7 pm: Assemble shepherd's pie 
and place in oven (oh God, hope will 
all fit). 

7-7.05pm: Prepare Grand Marnier 
soufflgs. (Actually think will have a 
little taste of Grand Marnier now. It is 
my birthday, after all.) 

7.05-7.1Gpm: Mmm. Grand Marnier 
delicious - Check plates and cutlery 
for tell-tale signs of sluttish washing- 
up and arrange in attractive fan shape. 
Ah, must buy napkins also (or is it 
serviettes? Can never remember which 
one is common). 

7.10-7.20pm: Tidy up and move 
furniture to sides of room. 
7.20-7.30pm: Mate frisd taidoa 
frizzled chorizo thing. 

All of which leaves a dear half-hour 
to get ready so no need to panic. Most 
have a fag Aargh. It’s quarter to 
seven. How did that happen? Aargh. 
7.15pm: Just got back from shop and 
realise have forgotten butter. 

7.35pm: Shit, shit shit. The shepherd's 
pie is still in pans all over the kitchen 
floor and have not yet washed hair. 


Darcy. But without the Frank Bough- 
style diamond -patterned sweater. 

"What I resent, though" - Natasha 
was looking all sort of twirchv and 
distorted as if she were in an Oxbridge 
debating society - “is this, this sort of, 
arrogant individualism which imagines 
each new generation can somehow 
create the world afresh.” . 

"But that’s exactly what they do do," 
said Mark Darcy gently. 

"Oh well, I mean if you’re going to 
look at it at that level ...” said Natasha 
defensively. 

“What level?” said Mark Darcy. 

“It's not a level; it's a perfectly good 
point." 

“No. No. I'm sorry, you're 
deliberately being obtuse," she said, 
going bright red. Tm dot talking 
about a ventilating 
deconstructionalistic freshness of 
vision. Tm talking about the ultimate 
vandalisadon of the cultural 
framework." 

Mark Dairy looked as if he was 
going to burst ont laughing. 

"What I mean is, if you’re taking 
that sort of cutesy, morally relativistic, 
‘Blind Date is brilliant’ sort of line ...” ‘ 
she said with a resentful look in my 
direction. 

"I wasn’t, I just really like Blind 
Date " I said. "Though I do think it 
would be better if they made the 
pickees make up their own replies to 
the questions instead of reading out 
those stupid pat answers full of puns 
and sexual innuendos." 

10pm: Was just getting my coat to gp 
home when beard Daniel’s voice 
behind me. 

“How come you know Mark 
Darcy?” • 

“They’re friends of my parents. I 
used to play with him in the paddling 
pooL” 

"Yes, I bet you did, you dirty little 
bitch," he growled. “Do you want to 
come and have supper?” 

Inner poise, I told myself; inner 
poise. 

“Come on. Bridge," he said, leaning 
towards me sediicthrety. T need to 
have a serious discussion about your 
blouse. It’s extremely thin. Almost, 
when you examine it, thin to the point 
of transparency. Has it ever occurred 
to you that your blouse might be 




Anyway. Daniel and I are going 10 a Suddenly, h*-' waS iotrfung 

party tonight at hi§ friend Wickqr^ straight atme. . . . 

then tomorrow I expect we will go to ^ know ? The v nt ‘re Mb 


the park or out to a lovely pub in tne 
country for lunch. It is marvellous 
having a boyfriend. 

7pm: Humph. Daniel has just gone 
home. Bit fed-up, actually. Whs really 
lovely hot Sunday but Daniel did not 
want to go out or discuss mini-breaks 
and insisted on spending all afternoon 
with the curtains drawn, watching the 
cricket Also the party was quite nice 
last night, but at one point we went 
over to join Wicksy and a veiy pretty 
girl he was talking to. I did nonce, as 
we approached, that she looked rather 
defensive. 

“Daniel," said Wicksy, “have you 

met Vanessa?" 

-No,” Daniel, putting on his 
most flirtatious seductive grin and 
holding out his hand. “Nice to meet 


^ ciiA’d. “You. \ou must 
^Bridget!" he .shouted impatiently, | 

cirlffiend manage U» >h-^P J 
pimStuie. gei - 

with Hr Mj n»"cl 
“Well?” he said- Well; C.IH1K on. 


“Darnel," said Vanessa, folding her 
arms and looking absolutely livid, 
“We’ve slept together 


Friday 9 June 

9am: Hurrah! Night out with girls 
tonight 

7pm: Oh. no. TUrns out Rebecca $ 
coming. An evening with Rebecca is 
Tike swimming in sea with jellyfish: all 
will be going along perfectly pleasantly 
then suddenly you get painful lashing, 
destroying confidence at stroke. 
Trouble is, Rebecca’s stings are aimed 
so subtly at one’s Achilles’ heels, like 
Gulf War missiles going “Fzzzzzz 
whoosssh” through Baghdad hotel _ 
corridors, that never see them coming. 
Sharon says am not 24 any more and 
should be mature enough to deal with 
Rebecca. She is right. 

Midnight: Argor es wbrorrible. Am 
olanpassit. Face collapsin. 


“weirr he said. "Well? Come on. w 

“-Wdh maybe ~ 1 * tki - h V‘ ca ““. il ' vas 
the only thing I could think of. , it *» 
because somebody swallowed ihu 
evidence." There m a dcathh hush, 
then Richard Finch Marled fo jyugh. It 
was the roost repulsive laugh I ever 
heard in my life. Then all the grunge 
vouths started to laugh as we»- 

“Bridget Jones." said Richard Finch 
eventually, wiping his eyes. “Welcome 
to Good Afternoon . Tike a seat, my 
darling," and then he winked 

‘Nine o’clock Sen ice. 1 m thinking 
dirty vicars. I'm thinking sexual acts in 
church- I’m thinking, why do women 
fall for vicars? Come on. I m not 
paying you for nothing. Have an idea. 
“Why don't you interview Joanna 

Trollope?" I said. 

‘A trollop?" he said, staring at me 
blankly. “What trollop?" “Joanna A 
Trollope. The woman who wrote 77ie ^ 
Rector’s Wife that was on the telly, the 




Wednesday 16 August: 
job interview day 


Horrible night. Kept waking up bathed 
in sweat, panicking about the 
difference between the Ulster . 
Unionists and SDLP and which of 
them Ian Paisley was invotyed in. 


Rector's Wife. She should know. 

A leery smile spread across his face. 
“Brilliant," he said to my breasts. 
“Absolutely fucking brilliant. Anyone 
got a number for Joanna Trollope . 

There was a long pause. *‘Er. 
actually I have." I said eventually, 
feeling walls of hate vibes coming from 
the grunge youths. 

- Whenthe meeting was over 1 rushed 
to the loo to recover my composure 
and found Patchouli making herself up 
next to her friend, who was wearing a 
sprayed-on dress that showed her 
pants and midriff. 

“This isn't too tarty, is it?” the girl 
was saying to Patchouli. “You should 
have seen those bitch thiriysome- 
things’ faces when I walked in ... Oh!" 

Both girls looked at me, horrified, 
with their hands over their mouths. 

“We didn't mean you." they said. 

I am not sure if I am going to be 
able to stand this. 


The complete 


unexpurgated diary 


of Bridget Jones 


‘Independent 1 regulars have been reading Bridget Jones’s 
diary for more than a year. Next week it appears as a book. 
Here new readers can discover what they’ve been missing 


7.40pm: Oh my God. Just looked for 
milk and realised have left the carrier 
bag behind in the shop. Also had the 
eggs in it. That means ... Oh God. and 
the olive oil ... so cannot do frizzy 
salad thing. 

7.40pm: Hmm. Best plan, surely, is to 
get in bath with a glass of champagne 
then get ready. At least if I look nice I 
can carry on cooking when everyone is 
here and maybe can get Tom to go out 
for the missing ingredients. 

7.55pm: Aargb. Doorbell. Am in bra 
and pants with wet hair. Pie is ali over 
floor. Suddenly hate the guests. Have 
had to slave for two days, and now 
they will all swan in, demanding food 
like cuckoos. Feel like opening door 
and shouting, “Oh, go fuck yourselves." 
2am: Feeling v emotional. At door 
were Magda, Tom. Shazzer and Jude 
with bottle of champagne. They said to 
hurry up and get ready and when I had 
dried hair and dressed they had 
cleaned up aU the kitchen and thrown 
away the shepherd’s pie. It turned out 
Magda had booked a big table at 192 
and told everyone to gp there instead 
of my flat, and there they all were 
waiting with presents, planning to buy 
me dinner. Magda said they had had a 
weird, almost spooky sixth sense that 
the Grand Marnier souffle and frizzled 
lardon thing were not going to work 
out. Love the friends, better than 
extended Turkish family in weird 
headscarves any day. 


suffering from ... bulimia?” 

“I've got to meet someone," I 
whispered desperately. 

“Come on. Bridge." 

“No," I.said with a firmness that 
rather surprised me. 

“Shame," he said softly. “See you 
Monday," and gave me a look so dirty 
1 felt like throwing myself after him 
shouting, “Shag me! Shag me!" 

11pm: Just called Jude and told her 
about Daniel incident, also about 
Malcolm and Elaine Darcy's son, 
whom Mura and Una had tried to get 
me off with at the turkey curry buffet, 
turning up at the party looking rather 
attractive. 

“Wait a minute," said Jude. “You • 
don't mean Mark Darcy? The lawyer?” 

“Yes. What - do you know him?” 

“Well, yes. I mean, we\e done some 
work with him. He’s incredibly nice 
and attractive. I thought you said the 
chap at the turkey curry buffet was a 
real geek.” 

Humph. Bloody Jude. 


Saturday 3 June 


Wednesday 5 April 


I have discovered inner poise. Met 
Perpetua at party and discussed art 
and soaps. Looked up, saw dark- 
haired man in suit in front of me. 

• “Hello, Bridget,” he said. I nearly 
opened my mouth and let all the sate 
sticks fall straight ouL It was Mark 


Sri 13; alcohol units 5; cigarettes 25; 
calories 600; minutes spent looking at 
brochures: long-haul 45. mini-break 87, 
1471 calls 7(g). 

Finding it impossible to concentrate 
on almost anything in the heat except 
fantasies about going on mini-breaks 
with DanieL Head is filled with visions 
of us tying in glades by rivers, me in * 
long white floaty dress, Daniel and me 
sitting outside ancient Cornish 
waterside pub sipping pints in 
matching striped T-shirts and watching 
the sun set over the sea; Daniel and 
me eating candlelit dinners in historic 
country-house-hotel courtyards then 
retiringto our room to shag ail hot 
summer night 


- Instead of being ushered into the 
office to meet the great Richard Finch, 
I was left pouring sweat in reception 
for 40 minutes thinking Oh my God 
who’s the Health Secretary? before 
being picked up by the sing-song 
personal assistant - Patchouli - who 
sported Lycra cycle shorts and a nose 
stud and blanched at my Jigsaw suit as 
if, in a hideously misjudged attempt to 
be formal, I bad turned up in a floor- 
length shot-silk Laura Ashley 
ballgown. 

“Richard says tQ come to the 
conference, know what I’m sayin'?" 
she muttered, powering off down a 
corridor while I scurried after her. She 
burst through a pink door into a vast 
open-plan office strewn with piles of 
scripts, TV screens suspended from 
the ceiling, charts ali over the walls, 
and mountain bikes propped against 
the desks. At the far end was' a large 
oblong table where the meeting was in 
progress. Everyone turned and stared 
as we approached. 

A plump, middle-aged man with 
curly, blond hair, a denim shirt and red 
Christopher Biggins spectacles was 
jigging up and down at the end of the 
table. 

“Come on! Come on!” he was 
saying, holding up his fists.like a boxer. 
“I’m thinking Hugh Grant. Tm 
thinking Elizabeth Hurley. Tm 
thinking how come two months on 
they’re still together. Tm thinking how 
come he gets away with iL That’s it! 
How does a man with a girlfriend with 
looks like Elizabeth Hurley have a 
blow-job from a prostitute on a public 
highway and get away with it? What 
happened to hell bath no fiiry?" 

I couldn’t believe this. What about 
the Shadow Cabinet? What about the 
Peace Process? He was obviously 
trying to work out haw he could get 


Tuesday 3 October 

8ri 12; alcohol units 3 (vg); cigarettes 21 
(bad); number of times said word 
‘'bastard" in last 24 hours 369 (approx /. 
7.30pm: Complete panic stations. 

Mark Darcy is coming round to pick 
me up in half an hour. Just got home 
from work with mad hair and 
unfortunate laundry crisis outfit on. 

Help oh help. Was planning to wear 
white 501s but suddenly occurs to me 
he may be the type who will take me to 
a posh scary restaurant. Oh God, do 
not have anything posh to wear. Do 
you think be will expect me to put 
bunny tail on? Not that I’m interested 
in him or anything. 

8pm: Diying hair now. V much hope 
Mark Daxcy is late as do not want him ^ 
to find me in dressing gown with wet i. > 
hair. nr 

8.05pm: Hair is more or less dry now. y 
Then just have to do make-up, get 
dressed and put mess behind sofa. 

Musi prioritise. Consider make-up 
most important, then mess disposal. 
8.15pm: Still noi here. Vg. Keen on a 
man who comes round late, in stark 
contrast to people who come round 
early, startling and panicking one and 
finding unsightly items still unhidden 
in the home. 

8.20pm: Well, pretty much ready now. 
Maybe will put something different on. 
8.30pm: This is weird. Not like him to 
be more than half an hour late. 

9pm: Cannot quite believe it. Mark 
Darcy has stood me up. Bastard! 


Thursday 12 October 

9st 1 (bad); alcohol units 3 (both 
healthy and normal); cigarettes 13: fat 
units 1 7 (wonder if it's possible to m 
calculate fat unit content of entire Ixtdy? 
Hope otherwise): Instants 3 (fair): 1471 
calls to sec if Mark Darcy has rung 12 * 
(better). 


£y» 
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book special 


.. watched video 1 7 times (bad); calories 2846 


JssSiSSgSSfei' swcsu*— 

Ms with subtle- wine bag); alcohol uruts 0 (but feeding 


as-a-Frankie-Kowerd -sexual- 1 


They're 
it their lh 


Huh Bidody nerve, How does Mrs 
Jmug MajTiffd-at-22 think she knows, 
thank you veiy much? 

Met Sharon, Jude and Tom afteT 
work. Tom, too , was working on a 
funpus imaginary article about Smug 

Mameds' 09nirin arnnt-'n I LVl 


“T heir influence affects everything 
from the kind of houses being built to 
the kind of food that .stocks the 
supermarket shelves,” Tbm's appalled 
article was going to. rant. “Everywhere 
we see Anne Summers shops catering 
for housewives trying pathetically to 
simulate the thrilling sex enjoyed by 
Singletons -and exotic foodstuffs in 
Marks & -Spencer for exhausted couples 
trying to pretend the/re in a lovely 
restaurant like the Singletons and don’t 
Jftave to do the washing-up." 

7 “Tm bloody sick of this arrogant 
nand-wringing about single life!” 
roared Sharon. 

“Yes, yes! 11 1 said. 

“You forgot the fuckwittage,” burped 
Jude. “We always have fuckwittage.” 

“Anyway, we're not lonely. We have • 
extended families in the form of 
networks of friends connected by 
telephone,” said Tom. 

“Yes! Hurrah! Singletons should not 
have to explain themselves all the time 
but should have an accepted status - 
like geisha girls do,” 1 shouted, slurping 
on my tumbler of Chilean chardonnay. 

“Geisha girls?” said Sharon, looking 
at me coldly. 

“Shut up, Bridge,” slurred Tbm. 
“You're drunk. You’re just trying to 
escape from your yawning emotional 
hole into drunk." 

“Well, so's bloody well Shazzer,” I 
said sulkily. , 

“I's not,” said Sharon. 

“ You's blurr are," I said. 

“Look. Shuddup," said Jude, burping 
again. “Shagernothebol chardonnay?” 


Sunday 5 November 
Jom says he’s too fat. - 
“How many calories -are you 
supposed to eat if you're on a diet?” 

“About 1,000. Well, I usually aim for 
1,000 and come in at about 1,500," I 
said, realising as 1 said it that the last 
bit wasn't strictly true. 

“1,000?” said Tbm incredulously. 
“But I thought you needed 2JX)0 just to 
survive.” 

I looked at him nonplussed. Have 
spent so many years being an a diet . 
that the idea that you might actually 
need calories to survive has been 
completely wiped out of my - 
consciousness. Have reached point 
where believe nutritional ideal is to eat 
-nothing at all and that the only reason 
people eat is because they are so greedy 
they cannot stop themselves. 

“How many calories in a boiled 
egg?" said Torn. 

“75.” 

“Banana?” . 

“Large or small?” 

“SroalL” 

“80,” I said, confidently. 

“Olive?" 

“Black or green?" ' 

“Black." ' 

“Nine." 

“Hobnob?”' 

“81." 

“Box of Milk Tray?" 

“10,896” 

“How do you know all this?" 

1 thought about it “I just do, as one 
knows one’s alphabet or times tables." 

“OK. Nine eights,” said Tom. 

“64. No, 56. 72.” 

“What letter comes before J?” 

“P. L, 1 mean." 

Tom says I am sick but I happen to 
know for a fact that I am normal and 
no different from everyone else. 


Bridget’s New i win ... 
Year’s resolutions 


!gef Jones’s Diary is published by Picador on 25 October. To order a copy at 
fe special price of £9.99 including P&P (RRP £12.99), please call our debitycrkfit 
card line on 0181 324-5700 or send a cheque/PO payable to 'BYCD’, to 'Picadr 
dor Bridget Jones Offer*, 250 Western Avenue, London W3 6XZ. 


• Slop smoking. 

• Drink no more then 14 
alcohol units a week, 

• Reduce circumference of 
thighs by 3 inches fi.e. 1 
1/2 inches each), using 
anti-cel tuiite diet. 

• Purge flat of ali extraneous 
matter. 

• Give all clothes which 
have not worn for two 
years cr more to homeless. 

• Improve career and find 
new job with potential. 

• Save up money in form of 
savings. Poss start pension 
also. 

• Be more confident. 

• Be mere assertive. 

• Make better use of time. 

• Not go out every night but 
stay in and read books and 
listen to classical music. 

• Give proportion of earnings 
Jo charity. 

• Be kinder and help ethers 
more. 

• Eat more pulses. 

• Get up straight away when 
wake up in mornings. 

• Go to gym three times a 
week not merely to buy 
sandwich, 

• Put photographs in 
photograph albums. 

• Make up compilation 
‘mood’ tapes so can have 
tapes ready with all 
favourite 

romantic/dancing/rousing' 
feminist etc. tracks 
assembled instead of 
turning into crink-scdden 
DJ-styie person with tapes 
scattered all over floor. 

• Form functional 
relationship with 
responsible adult. 

• Learn to programme video. 


I will 


•v r 


not ... 

• Drink more than 14 
alcohol units a week. 

• Smoke. 

• Waste money on; pasta- 
makers, ice-cream 
machines or other culinary 
devices which will never 
use; books by unreadable 
literary authors to put 
impressively on shelves; 
exotic underwear, since 
pointless as have no 
boyfriend. 

• Behave siuttishly around 
the house, but insteau 
imagine others are 
watching. 

• SpenG mere than earn. 

• Allow in-tray to rage out of 
control. 

• Fall for any of following: 
alcoholics, workaholics, 
commitment phonics, 
people with girlfriends or 
wives, misogynists, 
megalomaniacs, 
chauvinists, emotional 
fuckwits or freeloaders, 
perverts. 

• Get annoyed with Mum, 
Una Ale on bury or 
Perpetua. 

• Get upset over men, but 
instead be poised and cooi 
ice-queen. 

• Have crushes on men, but 
instead form relationships 
based on mature 
assessment o' character. 

• Bitch about anyone behind 
their backs, but be positive 
about everyone. 

• Obsess about Danie! 
Cleaver as pathetic tc have 
a crush on boss in manner 
of Miss Mcneypenny or 
similar, 

• Sulk about having nc 
boyfriend, but develop 
inner poise and authority 
and sense of self as 
woman of substance, 
complete without 
boyfriend, as best way to 
obtain bovfriend. 
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arts & books 



shelf life 

Bill Drummond reviews his 
own back catalogue 


The Rhonanatus 

I designed the sets for this 24- 
hour play by Ken Campbell. 

It got a transfer to the 
Roundhouse but the night . 
before its second run I got 
scared because my sets were 
falling apart I was screwing 
this toilet bowl into the stage 
and it cracked, and that was 
it I said, “I'm off to buy some 
glue," and never went back. 

h Japan 

This group only lasted 12 
months but that’s about as 
long as any punk band should 
lasL We never gpt anywhere, 
but all went on to success later 
on with bands like Siouxsie 
and the Banshees and The 
Teardrop Explodes. Once we 
managed to con the 
promoters into putting us top 
of the bQL The next day we 
got a review that said, “sadly, 
they saved the worst ’til last”. 

Echo and the Bimnymen 

After the band fell apart I 
managed Echo and the 
Bunnymeo. Looking back, I 
used their career as a canvas 
to express my own creativity, 
instead of making them rich. 

It was selfish but I was too 
innocent to be a svengalL 

The Manual: Howto 
Have A Number X the 
Easy Way 

As The Timelords, Jimmy 
Cauty and I set out to make a 
post-modern novelty hit We 


wanted to make a record that 
came from nowhere and 
annoyed the heQ out of people. 
Afterwards I wrote this book. 
Basically it said you had to be 

on the dole, watch Top of the 
Fops every week and if jkju had 
any instruments you had to get 
rid of them. A band called 
Edelweiss read it, sampled 
Swiss yodelling with Abba, and 
had number ones in Germany, 
Austria and Scandinavia. 

The KLF 

The Justified Ancients of Mu 
Mu was our crowning 
moment, pure pop. 

The K Foundation 

In 1994 we presented an 
award which mirrored the 
Turner Prize. People 
applauded us for attacking 
contemporary art, but we 
were saying contemporary art 
just wasn’t contemporary 
enough. We also burnt a 
million quid. That was the 
most perfect thing Fve done, 
it’s an icon of the 20th 
century. Some people thought 
it was indulgence, others 
idealism but most were angry 
we hadn't given it to them. 

Bad Wisdom 

I wrote this with Mark 
Manning. It's the story of . 
our journey to plant an icon 
of Elvis at the North Pole. 

It wasn't fun. I'm driven by 
things I wish weren't 
driving me. 


THE AUDIENCE 

RAVED 


Cliff: not the 
full Bronte 


MUSICAL ‘HeathclHP, The Academy, Birmingham 


By Raul Taylor 


C liff Richard miscast as Heathdiff? Stuff 
and nonsense, say those of us who can 
remember th rilling to Perry Como’s defin- 
itive Antichrist, Bonnie Langford’s blood- 
freezing Medea and Max Bygraves’s never-to- 
be-forgotten Titus Andronicus. No, this is a 
part that Cliff was destined to play. 

It’s not just that WutheringHei&its is the one 
novel he admits to having read, you have to 
consider, too, the nature of Bronte's hero. 
With all that stuff about the “eternal rocks” 
and the desc rip t i ons of Heathdiff as arid whin- 
stone, you feel that it would take a geologist 
rather than a psychiatrist to straighten the 
character ouL Now cast your mind back to the 
days when the pop star was still young Harry 
Webb. Of.all the Christian names available to 
him, what did he choose? Call me old fash- 
ioned, but I say that’s Freudian. 

Cliff has been giving women hot flushes for 
almost four decades and you can’t help think- 
ing that for the bulk ofhis fan efub nowadays, 
this is a case of taking coals to Newcastle. St- 
ring in an-audience of dose on 4,000 of them 
at the opening night, I felt outnumbered in a 
way that I haven’t since I covered a lesbian ver- 
sion of Peter Fan at the Drill Hall I’d certainly 
have felt more a part of the occasion if I'd been 
wearing a white pleated skirt and smart little 
navy jacket On a television phone-in about the 
previous night’s performance, devoted admir- 
ers said at length what you’d expect The 
anchor person wondered whether there were 
any criticisms. One woman confessed that, in 
the climactic Heathdiff and Cathy scene, Qiff 
could perhaps “work on his passion”. With 
respect to this lady, I think she’s got ft all 
wrong. The secret of Cliffs appeal is that his 
sexiness is utterly devoid of dangerous passion 
or threat He’s ageless, not in the sense that 
something perfect is faultless but in the sense 
that a vacuum is airless. His is a vacuum- 
packed innocence and I can understand the 
charm of it Elvis he never was and, sure 


enough, he gives you the kind of Heathdiff 
who, if be had a bit of a shave and trim, a girl 
ccraid happily take home to meet her mum. Or 
a boy: in his book Hockney On Hockney the 
painter recalls how, back in the Sixties, he 
pinned to the wall a newspaper dipping with 
the headline “TWo Boys Cling lb Cliff All 
Nigh tR David, mate, dream on. 

Just bow likeable and un-dangerous Cliff 
is was best epitomised for me by the final line- 
up. As women rushed to the stage, the beam- 
ing cast linked hands and swayed happily while 
singing over and over “the Devil Incaa-ar- 
nate”. The phrase comes from one of Tim 
Rice’s lyrics: is Heathdiff “the Devil Incar- 
nate or / a misunderstood man"? But for all 
they were concentrating on the dark mean- 
ing Of the line, the cast might just as well have 
been singing “a pina colaa-a-da". Singalon- 
gaSatan. And as for the much-talked-about 
moment when Cliff has to fait a pregnant 
woman, there was an audible reaction, yes, but 
it struck me as registering surprise at the nov- 
elty of the thing (like first seeing members of 
the Royal Family on It's a Knockout) rather 
than the moral disorientation ofj say, seeing 
Esther Rantzen child-beating. 

. I wouldn’t want to run Cliff down, though 
- he has a very pleasant singing voice which 
is still in bloody good nick, given his age. 
Wooden he may be, and that transatlantic 
accent of his gets into a terrible state hying 
to do the Yorkshire accent (“I shall not stand 
to be laffed at”). But the bloke has what you 
can.only describe as integrity. His utter pal- 
pable belief In this project may be misguided, 
but it’s touching -particularly since most of 
the other elements in Frank Dunlop’s awful 
production seem to be out to sabotage him. 

High on this list comes John Farrar’s music. 
When Bunuel filmed a version of Wiahenng 
Heights, he used the chromatic excruciations 
and hot-house eroticism of Tristan und Isolde. 
You wouldn’t expect such intensity from a 
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Devil incarnate or misunderstood man? Cfiff Richard's integrity shines through 


musical, but you might expect something bet- 
ter than the vapid pop pap Farrar dishes up. 
Nowhere is it deployed with dramatic intelli- 
gence. Thke the use of reprise, where remem- 
bered emotion can be played off the emotion 
of the current scene. At Heathdiffs wedding 
to Isabella, there’s a tripping, stiff-kneed 
number whose whole personality sounds quite 
ludicrous when it’s reprised in, of all places, 
the graveyard scene. 

Computer projections give you all kinds of 
sky. tequila sunrise skies; revolving lashes of 
Tumeresque streaky bacon skies, etc. One- 
third of these projections had not been used 
at the preview because of a shortage of tech- 
nical rehearsal time and other mishaps. 
Reviewing this preview, the arts editor of The 


Timer did not inform his readers (a) that it was 
a preview he was reviewing: (b) that the pro- 
duction was, at this srage, incomplete; or (c) 
that the people were none the less paying full 
price. But then, 77ie Times is to journalism 
what Heathdiff is to ait. 

About to make his flower-laden final exit. 
Cliff came back, stooped to pick up a teett* 
bear that someone had thrown and charmffjjjy 
held it up for us to see. Presented with a fluffy 
toy, Bronte’s Heathdiff (who hangs Isabella’s 
dog, for God’s sake) would drive a stake 
through its heart. Gift, you felt, would give if 
a good home. 

At The Academy, Birmingham, to 2 Nov 
(booking: 0121 200 2222), then 
Edinburgh, Manchester and London 


"ABSOLUTELY FANTASTIC" 

"CUFF LOOKS GREAT 
AND THE SET IS AMAZING, 

JUST BRILLIANT" 

"A FANTASTIC SPECTACLE" 
"ABSOLUTELY MARVELLOUS" 

cHeathcliff 

Cliff riCh^rD 


Helen hobson 


CLASSICAL MUSIC Hagai Shaham, Wigmore Hall, London 



AS CAT H Y 


"VERY DRAMATIC" 

"SO MUCH GOING ON... 

SO ENJOYABLE" 

"BRILLIANT... 

ABSOLUTELY BRILLIANT" 

WONDERFUL PRODUCTION 
WE CAN'T WAIT 
TO SEE IT AGAIN" 

C ^ 
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T he last time I heard Joseph Achron’s 
Hebrew Melody, it was through a misty veil 
of shellac surface noise. But on Thursday 
evening at the Wigmore Hall, 30-year-old 
violinist Hagai Shaham drew aside the veil to 
reveal a soulful narrative and a tone that was 
as rich and vibrant as Jascha Heifetz’s on my 
trusted old 78rpm record. Hagai gave us the 
Melody as one of two encores, having already 
treated us to three other works by Achron - 
the three-movement Stempenyu Suite, a highly 
charged Stimnumg and a rustic Hebrew Dance. 
Achron was bom in Lithuania in 1886, emi- 
grated to America and died there in 1943. His 
work recalls small Jewish communities in pre- 
Hoiocaust Eastern Europe, sacred in joy and 
supplication, passionate, excitable and without 
the least suggestion of pretention. It’s the music 


of heart and family, comfortable and intensely 
emotional and in marked contrast to the more 
cosmopolitan language of Ernest Bloch. 
Hagai’s playing was both seamless and rhap- 
sodic: he’d speed dangerously through the 
Hebrew Dance and yet his control of the bow 
allowed for an ethereal, long-breathed dimin- 
uendo at the end of the Hebrew Melody. 
Anion Erez, Shaham’s pianist, showed paraF 
lei insights into Achron’s piano-writing (his 
handling of the Melody’s opening bans was 
remarkably free) and I was happy to learn that 
these talented young artists have recorded a 
whole CD’s worth of Achron’s music for 
Bidduiph (it’s a November release). 

It was but a short hop from the Hebrew 
Dance oi Adam taihe Hungarian Folk Dances 
that Bartok arranged for piano and that 


Joseph Szigeti transcribed for violin and piano. 
The same executive virtues warmed the melody 
line -curvaceous sUdes, a smoothly drawn tone, 
generous vibrato and judicious phrasing, with 
only the odd botched harmonic to mar the 
effect Debussy’s late Violin Sonata was suit- 
ably capricious, with same spectacular runs and 
fairly forthright support from Erez. 

Prior to the interval, our fiery fiddler was 
a formal violinist and Arnon Erez more an 
accompanist than an equal partner. The 
opening Bach Sonata in E minor, BWV 
1023, found Shaham rather rushing his fences, 
sliding from the note’s centre during the open- 
ing Allegro, though quickly regaining com- 
posure for the remaining three movements. 
This time, the tone was lean, bright and cool, 
whereas the Kreutzer Sonata had plenty of 


By Robert Cowan 


“welly” and a good deal of theatrical inflex- 
ion: Shaham is pretty adept at soaring high 
on a forte then diving to a sudden pianissimo. 
The second movement went very well (Sha- 
ham’s trills are immaculate), though I would 
have welcomed less of a gap between indi- 
vidual variations. The finale was a genuine 
Presto, played with its repeat intact (the first 
movem^t's repeat was omitted) and main- 
taining considerable momentum for the dura- 
tion. It was a good performance, mo 
respectful than perceptive, whereas Hag§& 
Achron, Bartok and Debussy were confided 
“from the inside”. If he plays for us again - 
and I sincerely hope that he does - perhaps 
he will forgo the formality of a “classical first 
half” and treat ns to more rarities by Achron 
and, perhaps, Hubay or Ysaye. 



^ JjipiEVIEW 


THE FILM 


overview 


critical 

view 





our view 


Breaking the Waves 


Emily. Watson stars as a saint-like Scots 
girl whose marriage brings a kind of 
martyrdom in Lars von Trier’s emotional 
tale of doubt, faith, love and redemption. 
The Cannes Grand Jury prizewinner: 


Adam Mars-Jones hailed “an astonishing 
film, so well thought-out and passionately 
executed”. melodrama of astonishir® 
power ... holds you, sometimes pajnfuHy,' 
in its pip for every one of 158 minutes,” 
cried the Times. “A fearless performance 
and a devastating film,” trumpeted 
Premiere. “A test for foe stomach as well 
as the eyes,” sniffed the Standard. 
“Overwhelming ... a remarkable 
achievement,” applauded Time Out 


Lumiere, London WC2 
(0171-370 3014) and at selected 
screens across London. 


Matthew Warchus directs Tom Courtenay, 
Albert Finney and Ken Stott in Christopher 
Hampton’s translation of Yasmina Reza’s 
smash hit comedy about friendship, 
betrayal and modem art 


Impressed but wary, Raul Taylor enjoyed 
"meringue masquerading as piquantly 
sauced meat”. “A remarkably wise, witty 
and elegant comedy,’ cooed the Times. 

“An endless stream of enjoyaWy philistine 
jokes Cracking entertainment,” grinned 
the Telegraph. “Invlgprati'ng, disturbing and 
finally touching,” praised the FT. “Superbly 
acted and directed ~ for all Hs manifest 
cleverness, panders to popular prqudlce," 
sniffed the Guardian. 


Booking last at Wyndham’s Theatre, 
London WC2 (0171-369 1736) 


Intensely naturalistic 
performances, stylised 
camera work, a flood of 
emotion. 


h 


An elegant, intelligent 
comedy allowing 
audiences to indulge their 
philistinism. 


it? 


THE OPERA 

The Ring 


Richard Jones's revised Royal Opera 
production of Wagner’s complete Ring 
cycle, designed by Nigel Lowery conducted 
tv Bernard Haitink with casts including 
Siegfried Jerusalem and John Tomlinson. 


Disagreeing with the independents 
earlier assessment, Robin Holloway 
couldn't reconcile the "incongruities 
between the seen and the heard”. 

"Much, much better* approved the FT. 
“Seeks to express the human significance 
of the Ring ... compelling judged the 
Guardian. “Haitink is one of the great 
Wagnerians ... a Ring for and of today, 
thoughtful, comfortless, 'critical' in the 
very best sense," cheered the Times. 


Tonight GotterdSmmerurg; final cycle 
24, 25, 28 Oct & 2 Nov at Cwent Garden 
(0171-304 4000) and on Radio 3. 


Traditionalists should stay 
home. Everyone else 
should consider the 
pilgrimage. 
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Meet Robson & Robson, the family firm that’s cornered 
the market in close-harmony vocals. By David Benedict 


> 
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Y ou’re an opera director and you’re re- 
castingyour latest hiL There are two key 
roles for tenor and counter-tenor 
brotlKUs in arms, whose friendship has been 
forged in batik and who have saved one 
another’s lives. Your singers have to con- 
vince an audience of the passionate strug- 
gle between religion, free will and politi- 
cal duty. Whom do you cast? Peter Sellars’s 
inspired answer is the brothers Robson. 

The case of singing sibling Nigel and 
Christopher isn’t unique, but it's damned 
rare. The soprano Kristine Ciesinski has 
a mezzo sister, Katherine; Tfeny and Neil 
Jenkins have been known to play Happy 
families, but discounting the Everly Broth- 
ers and the Nolan Sisters, that’s about it 
. What is unique about the pair of them, 
aside from the unusual pairing of tenor 
and counter-tenor, is their acting talent 
These two aren’t just international soloists 
who sing on stage, they are genuine oper- 
atic animals. Cast either of them and you 
. can wave good-bye to the old-fashioned 
“stand and deliver" performance style. 
Both are more than capable of producing 
honeyed tones, but these two give you 
something bolder, richer and altogether 
more theatrical Some directors (and par- 
ticularly record producers) favour even- 
ness of sound above all else. It’s a little 
reminiscent of the Tebaldi and CaUas 
debate: purity versus passion. Luckily for 
anyone going to Glyndebo lime’s inspira- 
tional staging of Handel’s oratorio 
Theodora , Peter Sellars has opted for the 
dramatic approach. 

What he cannot have known is just how 
ideally suited these two are to playing the 
roles of the Roman commanding officer 
Sepdmius and his friend Didymus, a con- 
.-vv-vert to the forbidden faith of Christianity. 

1 Rohsons’j»rents were officers in the 

Salvation Army, but they are both keen to 
dispel any notions of bible-bashihg and 
Oranges Arc Not the OnfyEvitstyle repres- 
sion. Not only was theirs an enlightened 
evangelical environment, music was cen- 
tral to their lives. They sang constantly and 
played brassinstruments in the Salvation 


Army band. “We even sang grace around 
the table in slightly improvised four-part 
harmony," says Nigel, the elder of the two, 
and the second of four sons. Their father 
was constantly writing music for the church 
but, again, not the imagined four-square 
English hymnal stuff. Nigel remembers 
that, as early as 3948, within three years of 
its premiere, his father had die sheet music 
for two arias from Britten’s Peter Grimes 
that he wanted to ring. 

“It was ail part arm parcel really. A&fe 
were encouraged in music," observes 
Chris, the counter-tenor, “but there was 
never a ny pressure, just as there was no 
pressure to join the Salvation Army. 
There was no pressure on us to do any- 
thing other than what we chose to do.” 

Neither of them is a practising Christ- 
ian any longer, but their father’s influence 
Is there for all to see. Both have reputa- 
tions as 20th-century music specialists, 
traceable back to their monthly record 
allowance and their father’s encouraging 
them to listen to Messiaen and Stock- 
hausen. He was also responsible for their 
interest in performing. “Dad used to do 
these evangelical musicals," says Nigel, 
“cobbling together bits of operetta and so 
on. It feels a bit embarrassing looking 
back.” (“Awful,” laughs Chris.) “Things 
like Salvation Ship Ahoy!, a sort of BUfy 
Budd for the Lori" (“Jesus saves / in the 
waves,” giggles Chris.) “He also did this 
strange thing, Three Faces of Eve, which 
was bits of a play plus \faughan Williams's 
music for Job, over which he narrated the 
story of creation while people would 
mime it in some way, like dance.” 

Yet, for all their mixed feelings about 
the “church operas”, both brothers recog- 
nise the experience as having ignited very 
strong feelings in them about theatre. Pro- 
fessional singing, however, was not imme- 
diately on the agenda. Nigel went to York 
University as an organist and composer, 
while Ours went to Trinity Music College 
as a trumpet player. * 

_“My voice came down very slowly over 
ayear/’he recalls. “WhenI went to Cara- 


bridge Tech, aged nearly 17, it had settled 
into a light tenor / baritone, but I didn’t 
sing. Then, at the beginning of my second 
year, someone heard me mucking about 
in ihe practice room and said I should have 
lessons, so I started singing tenor. One day 
I went straight from a trumpet lesson to 
a singing lesson, which was unusual When 
I read the music, having been bearing the 
higher pitch on the trumpet, I read it 
wrong and sang an octave too high." 
Impressed, his teacher told him that, to 
. allow the counter-tenor voice to settle, he 
shouldn’t ring for a while. “Of course, I 
just went away and practised." 

Music college was a disaster. “1 was 
slung out in the middle of my second tenn. 
Some say my musical education began 
then," he says. He started lessons with 
Helga Mott - he stayed with her for 10 
years - and within 12 months was earn- 
ing a living, doing everything from deputis- 
ing in church choirs, to pop sessions at 
Wembley Studios and radio jingles. 

"The goals were to make a living and 
to make the sound as pure and straight as 
possible, because the majority erf the 
work was ensemble singing. Now you can 
ring with a bigger, fuller voice, with 
vibrato, with much more vocal freedom." 

• As last year’s jokey The Three Counter- 
Tenors disc shows, there is no longer one • 
counter-tenor sound. Each of those three 
soloists has. a distinctive timbre. While 
Quiswas developing his sound in the wake 
of the 1970s counter-tenor boom heralded 
by the ascendancy of James Bowman -“a 
voice like a trombone,” says Chris - his 
brother was studying singing at the Royal 
Northern College in Manchester and was 
having a struggle of his own. “I had a rather 
unfortunate obsession with Peter Pears.” 

- he grins. “I wanted to be able to commu- 
nicate directly with people in the way be 
did. It wasn’t so much that I wanted to 
make his sound, although I inevitably tried 
to. it was more to do with his understand- 
ing of humanity, a quality of compassion." 

It was the Australian director David 
Freeman who brought them together and 



Brothers in arms: Nigel cradles brother Christopher in a work-in-progress production of ‘The Maids' Keith Saunders 


changed their lives. He had already cast 
Chris in his celebrated Opera Factory stag- 
ing of Monteverdi's Orfeo, when the sched- 
uled tenor, unable to cope with Freeman's 
dramatic demands, pulled out a week into 
rehearsals. Chris suggested Nigel, who had 
just left Manchester, and, after audition- 
ing for Freeman and conductor John Eliot 
Gardiner, be too joined the company. 

Chris credits Freeman with opening up 
his latent desire to improvise and perform, 
and the pair of them thrived. Nigel 
describes it as a shared, daring, idealistic 
desire to see how far Freeman's discipline 
of improvisation and characterisation 
could go in finding ways of speaking to an 
audience. "He. created parameters for a 
performer, making us create a character 
who then played the role ” says Chris. 
“That made it easier than just going in and 
playing Orfieo." They relished the shared 
responsibility for a piece, working with a 
director who liberated the performer, 
allowing them to discover things for them- 


selves, something far more akin to theatre 
than the intensely formal, hierarchical 
world of traditional opera rehearsals. 

The release of their dramatic powers 
ensured them distinctive operatic careers. 
They have both excelled in mad scenes, 
Nigel pitying a powerful Madwoman in 
Opera Factory’s production of Britten's 
Curlew Rhvr, while Chris's intense portrayal 
of Edgar and Mad Tom formed a still, emo- 
tional centre to Reimann’s Lear at ENO. 
They played La Calisto together and, in a 
semi-staged conceit version of the Britten 
Canticles, they put a fraternal spin on Abra- 
ham and Isaac. “Brother killing brother," 
muses Nigel mischievously. “Interesting." 

' Their religious upbringing has resur- 
faced, unbidden, in Theodora. For Chris, 
“one of the reasons I have been so force- 
ful about Didymus the convert being so 
completely enraptured by his conversion is 
possibly a subconscious reaction to believ- 
ing that this is a very real possibility." Nigel 
sees the religious parallel in wider terms. 


“One of the greatest gifts a parent can give 
to a child is a feeling of responsibility about 
making their own mind up. Not everyone 
has that That feeling of freedom about reli- 
gion lies at the heart of Theodora." 

Whatever their thought-processes, the 
intensity of their scenes together in 
rehearsals has moved at least one observer 
to tears. Their next joint project may move 
audiences in yet another direction. Pro- 
ducer Jean Nicholson is hoping to present 
them in the title roles of an opera based 
on Genet's The Maids, specially commis- 
sioned from composer John Lunn. They 
are still negotiating the rights, but a 25- 
minute workshop of a couple of scenes has 
already yielded exciting results. As in 
Theodora, the intimacy between the char- 
acters is lent an extra charge by their own 
relationship: the epitome of sibling-rivalry. 
How much more typecast can you gel? 
Theodora': tonight, Tues. Fri, Glynde- 
boume Opera House. E Sussex (book- 
ing: 01273 813813). then touring 
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Jasper Rees 
on Television 



o you 
remember 
what you 
were doing 
when you heard 
that Mary Mill- 
ington was 
dead? Thought 
not. But do you 
remember who 
she was when 
she was alive? 
She was the 
muse of David 
Sullivan, V the 
country’s pomo- 

. grapher-in-chief, who somehow achieved 
< a newsworthiness out of all proportion to 

* anything she had on offer. She wqs “ideal 
for glamour", as one photographer told 
her. longue dangling somewhere in front 
of his solar plexus. In the diplomatic argot 
of the sex industry, that meant she was a 
midget with a rear the size of a Space 
Hopper; built not for clothes-horse work 
but for other branches of equestrianism. 

Millington stood 4’ 11" in her birthday 
suit, llic garment in which she mostly did 
business - although, according to con- 
text. she might be seen modelling shreds 
of bikini, or the latest gizmo from the 
flourishing sex-aid market. When Sulli- 
van launched Wlutehouse, a pink mag 
that charmingly borrowed the surname 
of his most public enemy, he slapped his 
dapper on the cover. He even made her 
editor, though in a purely figleaf capac- 
ity-. she was appointed to prove that a wo- 
man’s role in pornography was not solely 


to give guided tours of her fallopian 
tubes. She was “our little bit of Holly- 
wood”, mused someone from the Sun- 
day Mirror. The 1970s must have been 
even worse than we thought they were. 

A childlike, bottle-blonde, blow- 
waved attention-seeker, Millington pro- 
moted the idea of a spiritual sorority 
with Marilyn Monroe. But if she was 
anyone’s little sister, it was Diana Dora’s 
(with whom she slept on the quiet, and 
whose * husband she bedded, less 
furtively* on screen). The MaxyMBliiig- 
ton Story (C4, Sat) made as much as it 
could of the Norma Jean fixation, con- 
scious that it purchased for her tawdry 
suicide a depth it could not supply on 
its own. It was suggested that, tike Mar- 
ilyn, Mary Millington bed-ltopped alqng 
the corridors of power. She was once 
summoned by the Shah of Persia (the lit- 
tle known saie of buns-to-Iran), but the 
programme could supply no photo- 
graphic evidence that she pleasured the 
powerful, unless you count the snap of 
her sitting folly clothed on Jimmy Hill’s 
knee (yes, knee). 

The sugar daddies and dirty uncles who 
cherish her mqraory insist that she fought 
a useful fight against censorship. Among 
the freedoms she therefore helped bring 
about was the right to ogle at Euro trash 
(C4, Fri), which seems to get franker with 
every passing frame, and Channel Js 
“adult" programming- Announced last 
week, this will 'apparently slay onside 
taste-wise, but the boundary Is growing 
ever hazier. The answer, surely, is to 
adopt the grading system used by soap - 


powders; biological or non-biologicaJ. 

From Mammon to God, midnight to 
mid-morning. In The Big Question 
(BBC1, Sun) Mark Lawson asks celebri- 
ties where they stand on His existence. 
Scheduled after matins with the Very 
Reverent David Frost, it’s a wafer-thin 
quarter of an hour - 15 minutes of faith. 
Big questions run the risk of provoking 
small answers, and Sir Anthony Hopkins 
is no less qualified to supply these than 
the res} of us. Sir Anthony doesn't seem 
to believe in heaven, but may well 
recognise a hell in which he is con- 
demned to a perpetuity of interviews 
about his recovery from alcoholism. 
Now and then, a< grainy eye-view cut in 
from overhead, teasing you with the idea 
that somebody up there might be watch- 
ing. If any vicars are reading, there’s a 
trendy metaphor for tomorrow's ser- 
mon: God as security camera. Which 
begs another Big Question: does He still 
watch in black and white? 

This is basically a chat show that hap- 
pens not to be eponymously titled, 
because there’s no more evidence that 
Lawson is curious about God’s existence 
than there is of God’s existence itself. 
SmIDie’s People (BBCl, every weekday), 
the first known instance of a chat show 
taking its name from a Cold War thriller, 
runs to the same length as Lawson’s 
inquisition. It could almost be its little 
sister The Small Question. “What about 
live concerts?" the grim interrogator 
grilled Lesley Garrett on Monday. 
“What have you got coming up?” Ve haf 
vays of making you plug. . . 
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all this fuss about a dildo: is there really 
anything so distasteful about an extinct 
fligh tless bird from Mauritius? 

What does disturb me is Mr Moore’s 
idea that he can establish a 'discrete con- 
text withifl'Radio 4 for 30 minutes one 
evening a week, sandwiched in between 
the Six O'Clock News and TheArchers. M 

it happens, this sort of thing goes on quite 
a lot - 1 think Fro right in saying chat, for 
instance. Radio 4 is more likely to trans- 
.mit gritty contemporary dramas on a 
Wednesday afternoon than on a Thurs- 
day, something to bear in mind if you 
want to save. your children, from _the- 
creeping vices of swearing and socialism. 
But it ignores the way that most people 
listen to the radio most of the time - that 
is, continuously, not switching on and off 
for individual programmes. It’s hard to 
think that Mr Moore really believes lis- 
teners are alert to such subtleties in 
scheduling (1 keep forgetting what day 
of the week it is, darting"; “I just heard 
somebody say twati on Radio 4, dear, so 
it must be Thursday")- . 

Even if listeners do spot what s going 
on, how does ft justify anything? If we 
were to carp at the mediocrity, and silli- 
ness of the new Whitehall spy series 
CotvU and Soames, which goes out on a 
Wednesday lunchtime, would JRadio 4 


answer by saying that . they’ve been 
putting out mediocre and silly drama 
series in this slot for years, and felt lis- 
teners knew what to expect? 

Of course, the real context that justi- 
fies Doon Your Way isn’t its time slot, but 
the strong British tradition of clever 
comedy which combines mild surrealism 
. with an urge to epater les bourgeois. 
McKichan ’s Brownie trying for her pom 
badge can trace her ancestry back through 
The Young Ones , Monty Python, I'm Sony 
1 Haven't a Clue , Marty Fbldman and 
Bany look’s scripts for Round die Home 
and Beyond the fringe all the way back to 
The Goon Show. 

The tradition was neatly summed up in 
David ReowickVplay Angry Old Men 
(Radio 4, Monday), which revolved 
around four comedians- and their attrac- 
tive female sidekick - who in the Fifties 
and Sixties broke new ground with their 
madcap antics and use of words like “cli- 
toris”; now, they are old and screwed up, 
and one of them has been murdered. 
What was most impressive here was the 
way Reirwidomanaged to duplicate the 
' sort of humour he was referring to -show- 
ingyou in the process how formulaic anar- 
chic comedy can be. It was a clever play; 
' biit Fm not sure tbat makes up for it being 
.a bit of a kflljoy. 
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Tu m i ng memory 


John Campbell, reading the biography he was once 
slated to write, finds unexpected personal echoes 
in the work of “an all-round man of the theatre” 


The Life and Work of Harold Pinter by Michael Billington, Faber £20 


F our years ago I wanted to write a biography of Harold 
Pinter. Just for a moment he nibbled at the idea, then 
declined to help. I got as far as approaching some of his 
friends, but he warned them off. To discourage me from 
persisting he su ggest ed to his publishers that they ash the 
Guardian theatre critic Michael Billington to write a book — not 
a biography, it was firmly stated, but a critical study, with some 
biographical assistance. 

Pinter chose well. It is an outstandingly good book. More 
nearly a full-blown biography, I suspect, than he initially agreed 
to, but Billington evidently gained his confidence and persuaded 
him to talk — not so unguardedly as Robert Runcie, but cer- 
tainly more freely than he has ever done before - and to let 
others talk. By modern standards it is an unusually tactful biog- 
raphy. The title precisely describes the balance between life and 
criticism: Billington probes the life only so far as it illuminates 
the work, not for its own sake. Thus we learn remarkably little 
about Pinter’s parents, and not much about the long p ainf ul 
deterioration of his marriage to Vivien Merchant or his alien- 
ation from their son. But we do leant a lot that throws new light 
on the plays: Billington is the first critic to make use of Pinter’s 
archive which he recently gave to the British Library. Pinter 
should be very happy with his pre-emptive strike. 

Memory has become an increasingly explicit theme in Pin- 
ter's work since the mid-Sixties. But it was always clear that even 
the early plays were rooted in the soil of his own life. He was 
an only child, but raised in a large and extrovert extended fam- 
ily. His childhood idyll was shattered by evacuation. But his really 
formative years were his teens, just after the war, when he fell 
in with a precociously intellectual gang of m ainly Jewish friends 
at Hackney Downs School: together they explored Lawrence, 
Kafka and Dostoevsky, Pound, Bunuel and all the daring paths 
of modernism in literature, music and film, encouraged by an 
inspiring teacher called Joe Breariey. This world of intense male 
comradeship disturbed by sexual rivalry was the subject of Pin- 
ters only novel. The Dwarfs . written in the early Fifties. Even 
before this, in 1949, he had written an unpublished prose poem, 
“Kullus”, which astonishingly anticipates the themes of his 
mature work. 

More specifically, most of his later plays turn out to have their 
origin in real life: sometimes it is just an unexplained image which 
triggered his imagination, sometimes a more conscious process 
of transmutation. His very first play. The Room, sprang from a 
glimpse of two strange people in a room (one of whom was 
Quentin Crisp); The Hothouse (written in 1958, though not staged 
till 1980) stemmed from his experience as a guinea-pig (for ten 
bob a time) at tbe Maudsley Hospital; Old Times, written in 1970, 
recalls Bohemian days sharing flats in Chelsea and Fulham 20 years 
before. The characters of Aston and Davies in The Gzremferwere 
based on real individuals who lived in the same bouse as Pinter 
and Vivien on Chiswick High Road; the starting-point of The 
Homecoming was one of Pinter's Hackney gang who married a 
Gentile girl, emigrated to Canada and kept his marriage secret 
from his Jewish family: while Bfllington’s well-trailed “scoop” is 
the revelation that Betrayal has nothing to do with Antonia Fraser, 
but is based on Pinters much earlier affair with Joan BakewelL 
The knowledge of their origins does not demystify the plays; 
it only increases one's admiration for the way Pinter transmutes 


memory into art The power of his writing always stemmed from 
its specificity: the nature of the famous menace might be unex- 
plained, but the setting (particularly of the early plays) was 
always cfafllingiy realistic, the characters precisely placed in terms 
of class and speech. It is this social precision which makes Pin- 
ter, to my mind, so much more disturbing than the deperson- 
alised abstraction of Beckett or the absurdity of Ionesco. It is 
typical that Pinter’s screenplay of Kafka’s The Trial sets the book 
meticulously in its period, eschewing the windy expressionism 
of earlier film treatments. 

. The plays' power derives, secondarily, from Pinter’s old-fash- 
ioned craftsmanship. Billington is not the first to show how Pin- 
ter's mastery of suspense, interrogation scenes and comic 
crosstalk draws on his years of acting in third-rate whodunits 
in weekly rep up and down the coontiy in the Fifties. But much 
of Pinter’s strength lies in bis admiration for the work of super- 
ficially very different writers like Coward and Rattigan, who in 
turn admired him. In recent years he has tended to act only in 
his own plays; but he is a scrupulous director of other people’s 
plays. He has also written 22 screenplays, the best of which rank 
with his original stage work.'He has an uncanny capacity to make 
other writer’s books - The Servant, Accident, The Go-Between 
to name just three - unmistakably his own, without distorting 
them. The point is that he has become and remained an all- 
round man of the theatre, with several strings to his bow and 
always busy. Again the comparison is with Coward or Ayck- 
bourn, professionals and survivors, by contrast with contem- 
poraries like Osborne, Wesker and Nichols - pure writers whose 
careers dried up when inspiration flagged. Billington suggests 
that Hirst in No Man's Land - the character Pinter hims elf 
played at tbe Almeida in 1994 - is a nightmare vision of what 
he might become if he stopped working. 

He has found writing increasingly hard since at least 1967; 
his subconscious does not produce to order. When an image 
suddenly crystallizes he writes very fast But his stage works in 
recent years have been both shorter and slighter. The explic- 
itly political One for the Road,Mountain Language mlfiarty Time 
were scarcely more than brutal sketches; Moonlight and Ashes 
to Ashes return to the theme of memory, but with some loss of 
dramatic tension and an element of self-plagiarism (even self- 
parody). Billington makes a strong case for these later pieces 
- relating Moonlight to Pinter’s estrangement from his son - 
but he does not fully explore the impact of his second marriage. 
It seems unquestionable that Vivien was in some senses his 
muse; though he denies consciously writing parts for her. she 
remains the essentia] Pinter woman. The tensions of that mar- 
riage -which lasted 20 years— produced all his great plays; Anto- 
nia Fraser has given him a new happiness and security, but some- 
thing has gone out of his work. 

Meanwhile Billington has written far and away the most author- 
itative critique of Pinter’s work so far. Though occasionally repet- 
itive, it is beautifully written; time and again his insight, sensi- 
tivity and wide frame of theatrical reference sheds new 
understanding on the most difficult plays. The pity is that it will 
be read largely by those who already admire Pinter, rather than 
those who still find him pretentious or obscure. But the recent 
spate of revivals suggests that the doubters are in retreat - for 
my money be already ranks with Ibsen and Grekhov. 
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Pinter: intense male comradeship disturbed by sexual rivalry 
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Falling off the bottom line 

E. Jane Dickson enjoys an embroidered tale of fashion and fortune 


Fighting Fashion by Helen Storey, Faber, £12.99 


I n 1995, when the designer 
Helen Storey sent her 
models down the catwalk 
with bare bums, it was the 
most talked about collection 
since the legendary Emperor’s 
new look. The international 
fashion establishment sprayed 
superlatives. The tabloids 
couldn't believe their luck. 
Desmond Morris was wheeled 
on to explain the cultural rel- 
evance of the buttock and 
John Major made an unchar- 
acteristically cheeky showing 
in cartoons. Three weeks after 
her succes de scandale. Storey, 
hailed on -all sides as the 
decade s most original fashion 
talenL was on the dole. Figiu- 
ing Fashion, the designer's 
autobiographical account of 
her career, is a ccimmendably 


dry -eyed analysis of the com- 
plicated relationship of rags 
and riches. 

There is a strong sense of 
release in Fighting Fashion, as 
if Storey sat down to write one 
day, just to sort things out in 
her head, and found herself 
unable to stop. 

Autobiography as therapy is 
a doleful prospect for the 
reader, and Storey’s reflec- 
tions on her early life, com- 
plete with diligent acknowl- 
edgement of best friends from 
the age of five, are sometimes 
surplus to requirements. The 
daughter of Lhe playwright 
and novelist, David Storey, 
she conjures up the liberal 
Bohemia of the 1960s and 70s 
with the deadpan cool of an 
unimpressed teenager but the 
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occasional, irresistible flash 
of remembered excitement, 
like the day Elizabeth Thylor 
appeared in the passenger 
seat of her dad’s Mini, breaks 
through. Hampstead Com- 
prehensive was a daily gaunt- 
let to be run, a place which 
“smelt of pencil sbarpenings 
and feet”, where boys lay in 
wait to flick at girls' breasts 
with their rulers, but the nights 
were for dubbing and roller- 
skating home from Shagara- 
mas with six hours- worth of 
make up running down her 
face and the wind in her - day- 
glo hair was Storey’s first inti- 
mation of glamour. 

Later, as a fashion graduate 
on work experience with 
Valentino in Rome, Storey 
was properly inducted into 
the mysteries of haute couture 
and she describes the quasi- 
mystic processes of the fashion 
industry with a kind of 
appalled reverence: “There is 
a force in. fashion, at the very 
top level, that invents it’s own 
manners, sensitivity, standards 
and rules. They bear no rela- 
tion to the real world. 
Untouched by recession, they 
went unchallenged.” 

For Storey, however, the 
real world would constantly 
disrupt and indeed define her 
creativity, and as she acknowl- 
edges, “to express an instinct 
outride the arena of clothes on 
a catwalk is a dangerous thing, 
or if not dangerous, then 
pointless.*' In the final annus 
honibiUs leading up to insol- 
vency she nursed her hus- 
band, the architect Ron 
Briokers through a brain 
tumour; designs for the 
spiing/summer collection 
were sketched at his bedside: 
“Having a pen in my hand 
made me feel normal, but I 
couldn't relate to the fabrics, 
I couldn’t feel them, and in 


feeling nothing for them I was 
aware how numb I was. The 
barometer of my feelings was 
registered through a lack of 
spontaneity to cloth.” 

It is doubtless tbe hellish- 
ness of the canceT ward, 
evoked in a chapter that is 
properly painful to read, that 
allows Storey to maintain her 
apparently dispassionate view 
of her professional nemesis. 
This is not a woman innured 
to fashion fever - she can 
write with absolute unseif- 
consiousness about her ‘Jour- 
ney of challenging the 
expected use Of trims”, but she 
has ultimately succeeded in 
channelling creative energy 
into an ably concerted cam- 
paign for better “fashion man- 
agement.” In an industry 
fuelled by outsized egos, she 
is generously concerned that 
others should profit from her 
unfortunate experience. “It 
should be accepted that 
designers should not be run- 
ning the day to day, or for that 
matter any other area of the 
business other than design*” 

Fighting Fashion is required 
reading for anyone in, or hop- 
‘ ing to enter the fashion indus- 
tiy. As a general interest auto- 
biography it is less appealing. 
Storey’s indiosycratic style can 
at times verge on the incom- 
prehensible. The assertion 
that “The word ‘remission’ 
does not allow a bare arse to 
its brickwork” is rather more 
arresting then enlightening, 
and there are plenty of these 
teasers sprinkled ’through the 
narrative. Storey’s extraordi- 
nary artistry is there to see in 
the beautifully produced pho- 
tos of the collections, but she 
is not a writer, and this is not 
a writer’s book. And why 
should it be? No one ever 
expected Flaubert to chal- 
lenge the use of trims. 


Notes on a smallish peninsula 

Jan Morris is full of admiration for a bold new history of Europe 


A History of Europe by Norman Davies, Oxford University Press, £25 


T his is a modern histoiy 
with a vengeance, in the 
sense that it -employs 
devices of historiography 
unthinkable to traditional 
academe. Norman Davies 
describes it as “a total history 
of all Europe in every period", 
and he talks of it in photo- 
graphic terms - zooms, tele- 
photos, wide-angle snapshots. 
Its narrative of 1,300 pages is 
interrupted by 300 asides 
which he calls capsules, and 
supplemented by appendices 
covering matters as general as 
European Cultural Circles, as 
exact as The Jagiellonian 
Realm up to 1572. I enor- 
mously enjoyed the whole dis- 
play, learnt a vast amount 
from it (1 had never heard of 
the Jagiellonian Realm), and 
were it not for its bulk would 
have read tbe whole of it hap- 
pily in my bath. 

The book is recognizably 
akin to Felipe Femandez- 
Armesto’s dazzling Millen- 
nium, which is similarly cyber- 
netic and disarmingly self- 
satisfied. It reminded me too 
of Braudel’s Mediterranean 
histories, of Claudio Magris* 
Danube and of Neal Ascher- 
son’s Black Sea . But it is dis- 
tantly related to OUP’s last 
single-volume histoiy of 
Europe, written by XL. Plun- 
kett and RJ3. Mow at in 1927: 
it is an odd feeling in fact to 
peel off this volume's shiny 
jacket and discover the 
Oxford binding of simple blue 
and gold, unchanged since 
the days when Europe was the 
heart of the world. 

Actually I still think it is, but 
one of the great changes 
between the old-type histories 
and the new is the abandon- 
ment of Eurocentric! sm. As 
even I recognize, Europe is no 
more than a smallish penin- 
sular on the flank of Asia, and 
the globe does not after aD 


revolve around it. Few of us 
now get a classical education. 
Relatively few of us are Chris- 
tian. We look at Europe 
through different eyes from 
those of our grandparents, 
and it has fallen to Davies to 
re-define for our generation 
what Europe realty is at the 
end of the 20th century. 

He also corrects some more 

- specific biases. Because he is 
an authority on Polish histoiy, 
he has easily done away with 
the old view of Europe as 
being genetically divided 
between east and west, and in 
fact allows its borders to spill 
over into Russia. He res- 
olutely sets his face against 
over-specialisation, pernicious 
political correctness, and tbe 

. petty rivalries which so often 
divide the energies of acade- 
mic historians. Sentiments as 
well as realities enrich his 

- view of Enrope, he is as con- 
cerned with the actions of 
famous men as he is with the 
progress of humble families. 
His kind of history is, as he 
says himself, rather like that 
theoretical polygon by which 
Archimedes calculated the 
ratio between the diameter 
and the circumference of a cir- 
cle: the more rides he gave his 
polygon, the nearer a circle it 
would be, and similarly the 
more facets a historical nar- 
rative possesses, the more 
likely It is to approach the 
truth. 

There are snags to this pris- 
matic approach, but they are 
more literary than historio- 
graphical. It is hard to keep up 
the grand flow of a narrative 
when it is, so to speak, polyg- 
onal. Those capsules keep 
getting in the way- physically, 
because they sometimes block 
an entire page, intellectually 
because they are often irrele- 
vant to the immediate argu- 
ment It is ironic, too, that so 


intelligent a book should be 
hampered by one of the most 
unhelpful systems of footnotes 
imaginable: the chapter nates 
are listed only by chapter num- 
ber, making them madden- 
ingly difficult to find, and there 
are separately listed notes to 
those 300 capsules -enough to 
'make tbe most appreciative 
reader drop the thing with a 
curse into the bath water. The 
' maps are irritating too, often 
printed with west at the top, 
and just occasionally I was 
jarred by Davies’ lapses into 
exhibitionism, rather in the 
AJJR Taylor style. 

: That said, Davies’ History of 
Europe, is a noble monument 
of scholarship, and all the 
more noble because it is so fall 
of sin-prise and feeling: the 
publishers are surely justified 
in claiming it to be “one of the 
most important and illumi- 
nating histoiy books ever to be 
published by Oxford.” The 
tremendous range of its story 
is matched by its liberal atten- 
tion to details tragic and 
comic, mundane and sublime.. 
There are superb assessments 
of vastly daunting subjects, 
like the Thirty Years Whr or 
the Renaissance. There are 
steady assessments of the state 
of contemporary Europe. For 
one of my views Davies is per- 
haps a little too intolerant of 
anything approaching the 
Communistic: but that is 
partly because he is anxious to 
correct what he calls the 
Allied Version of post-war 
European histoiy. 

Who can complain about a 
book which not only gives a 
thorough, more or less con- 
ventional account of the con- 
tinent’s story. Black Death, 
Holy Roman Empire, Hun- 
dred Years’ War, Napoleon. 
Industrial Revolution and ail, 
but flluminates it with such 
eclectic exuberance? The ori- 
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gin of the necktie, biblical 
allusions of Chernobyl, cock- 
ing a snook as a pan- Euro- 
pean gesture, prehistoric 
foods, condoms, famous 
European last words - such- 
are a handful of the topics 
with which he illustrates the 
histoiy of Europe. 

His choice of illustrations, 
or at least their captioning, 
seems to me too whimsical to 
be satisfying, but his repeated 
use of music is masterly. 
Sometimes with printed 
extracts from scores, he uses 
music as a catalyst, distilling 
the moods and aspirations of 
the Europe of its time, and 
bringing to the page some of 
the emotions of its geniuses, 
and I suspect of his own. For 
it is an emotional book in 
many ways, and there is noth- 
ing clinical or lofty about its 
attitudes. Davies even tells us 
what kind of car Archduke 
Franz Ferdinand was driving t 
in, wben they shot him at$ 
Sarajevo in 1914 (a 28 horse- . ' 
power Graf and Stift, four 
years old). 

And for some readers in 
1996 it will be a liberating 
work. It is hardly revisionist 
history, but it is nol just a his- 
tory of the States and Powers, 
nor simply of the policy-mak- 
ers or the common man. It 
takes into account all the in- 
betweens, the minority peo- 
ples, the nations without state- 
hood whose existence has been 
overshadowed by the terrible 
comi ngs and goings of histoiy. 
and who see glimmers of hope 
in the prospect of a united 
Europe. Professor Davies is 
not a Davies for nothing. He 
(or his publishers) may not be 
able to spell fowl, but who 
would expect to find, in a total Af 
history of all Europe, a refer- ' 
cnee to the native parliament 
held at Machynlleth, Wales, in 
1404? 
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The book 
you 

meant to 
read 

The Quiet American 

.. (1955) 

by Graham Greene 

Plot: Set in Vietnam during 
toe French occupation, the 
f novel is narrated by Thomas 
Fowler a middle-aged English 
journalist. The action circles 
around the murder of Alden 
Pyle "the Quiet American”. 
He works for the Economic 
Aid Mission. At once inno- 
cent, naive and ignorant he 
believes religiously in the 
American way of democracy, 
as a result he is entangled in 
guerilla politics, backing the 
terrorist General The against 
the French. Pyle also falls for 
Fowler’s girlfriend Phudng 
(Phoenix). He offers her the 
chance of marriage. Even 
though Fowler's distaste for 
Pyle intensifies, be finds him- 
self dragged into the Ameri- 
can’s political conspiracies. A 
bomb explodes in a cafe caus- 
ing injury and death. Fowler 
jjJmows that Pyle was involved 
■r*and. concluding that he musr 
' be stopped, betrays him. Pyle 
is killed with a rusty bayonet. 
The crime is investigated by 
Vigot, a vigilant detective 
familiar with Pascal. Phuong 
returns to Fowler. He cannot 
decide whether his act of 
betrayal was motivated by 
political necessity or personal 
malice. 

Theme: This is the patent age 
of new inventions for killing 
bodies for saving souls, all 
propagated with the best 
intentions.” The epigraph is 
taken from Byron. In a fallen 
world, Pyle’s heartless idealism 
is as evil as Fowler's narcotic 
detachment. Only Vigot, 
whose work is a “calling”, can 
have any chance of salvation. 

Style: Despite the exotic loca- 
tion, the writing is grainy and 
monochrome, like old film. 
Here is a world where nobody 
^belongs and “nothing is fabu- 
* and nothing rises from the 

ashes. ” The prose can match 
the pace of a popular thriller. 

Chief strengths: The dearest 
and most convincing analysis \ 
of the American involvement 
in Vietnam^No other writer 
conveys the shifting efiects*6f 
bad conscience with such pre- 
cision and enthusiasm. 

Chief weaknesses: The mis- 
anthropy and disillusionment 
sometimes crumbles into car- 
icature: the gloomy phases are 
so pat they turn mechanical 
Even Morse doesn’t read Pas- 
cal. 

What they thought of It then: 
In England it was deemed a 
success. Evelyn Waugh 
thought the book “vigorous” 
and the Tablet gave its blessing. 
The Americans were narked. 
Newsweek thought the whole 
, vnterprise an act of spite, per- 
. Jetrated because Greene had 
suffered from visa trouble. 

What we think of it now: 
Greene’s reputation lurched 
badly after his death. He was 
dismissed as a Thirties* 
dinosaur who had never recov- 
ered from the obsessions of his 
schooldays. Nevertheless, all 
his novels remain in print and 
they continue to sell 

Responsible for: The fascina- 
tion with betrayal which 
haunts the works of Le Carre 
and Deighton. Conversely 
Greene's pre-occupation with 
the intricacies of Catholic the- 
ology has not proven ferule 
ground for the contemporary 
thriller. 
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Philip Hoare does a little 
muck-raking on our plant life 

Flora Britannica by Richard Mabey, Sinclair Stevenson, £30 


T ake a suburban traiaout of any city 
or town, put down your paper and 
pay some attention to that green 
stuff at the side of the tracks. 
Britain’s history in plants is passing you by, 
a bio-diverse record of h uman habitation: 
the ubiquitous vivid purple of rosebay wil- 
low herb, named fireweed because it was 
thrown up by the great 19th century rail net- 
work ; the equally common buddleia, the 
butterfly bush, its tenacity in seemingly soil- 
less vertical cracks a reminder of its origins 
in the mountains of China; the sudden burst 
of scarlet poppies germinated from newly- 
disinterred seed, an echo of Flanders fields 
where the more deadly machinations of 
man enabled them to bloom. Wild plants, 
by definition, are everywhere: only yards 
from a south London station last week I saw 
dumps of brown velvet bulrushes as rural 
as you like, albeit decorativeJy surrounded 
by Tennents Super beer cans. 

With its “urban commons” and modern 
folklore, Richard Mabey’s book is no 
update of the Diary of an Edwardian Coun- 
try Lady. “When wild flowers are dragged 
wtily-rully into shampoo advertisements 
and state rituals, maybe it is time to ask 
whether the particular plants themselves 
have any meaning left for us, or whether 
they have become purely notional, registers 
of a fashionably Green “life style’.” Draw- 
ing on his own researches and contributions 
from the plant-aware public, Mabey’s book 


is a botanical vaxpap, a green Mass Obser- 
vation: from the primeval horsetails, Equi- 
setaceae. briskly updated as “Lego plants” 
(pull ‘em apart and put ’em back together 
again) to the tragedy of the elms, doomed 
to regenerate as suckers only for Dutch Elm 
disease to strike again as they reach matu- 
rity, the fungus Ceratocysds ulmi severing 
their water supply and killing them through 
thirst. . 

The cycles of life and death and sex are 
as dramatic in botany as in the rest of cre- 
ation and like any potential best seller FUm 
Britannica has a good smattering of sex. 
Natural nomenclature is pbafijcentric 
enough to rival Mapplethorpe: dog’s cock, 
priest's pniy and cuckoo pint (pint bung 
short far pintle or penis) exhibit a rural pre- 
occupation with matters genital One infor- 
mant tells Mabey that the youthful fisher- 
men of the Isle of Man still used, in the 
1930s, the milky sap of the sun spurge 
Euphorbia heliscopia to “get themselves 
excited” - hence its indelicate local name, 
“big knobs”; or “Saturday night pepper”. 
Elsewhere we are told that the yellow flow- 
ers of the sweet chestnut smell distinctly of 
semen and that the thick furry grey leaves 
of the great mullein give rise to its modem 
appellation, the “Andrex plant”. Less inti- 
mate cleansing may be had from the com- 
mon nettle, which gypsies grasp by the stem 
and pull through work -smeared hands; the 
effect is also supposed to prevent against 



A rural preoccupation with matters genital: Lords-and-ladles or Cuckoo pint 


arthritis. The Romans used nettles in “ther- 
apeutic self-flagellation” to warm up the cir- 
culatory system in our chilly climate and in 
the Frist World War the Germans wove 
them into cloth. And here's a useful tip 
from a Devon bay on how to eat the raw 
leaves: “The trick is to roll them up in a spe- 
cial way with the tongue, making sure there 
is plenty of saliva to coat them.” 

There are elegant essays on significant 
trees such as yews, hollies, elms and oaks; 
ancient inhabitants of our land whose 
heartwood-decayed trunks resemble “a 
wooden cave system more than a tree.” 
Mabey deftly evokes the atmosphere of 
plants with a particular taste for the 
macabre: the Gothic tracery of ivy. the sur- 
real weirdness of the giant hogweed: the 
sinister, malodorous henbane which sup- 
plied Dr Crippen with the means to his poi- 
sonous ends. A fig tree grows out of a Wfct- 
ford grave, “originated in a snack taken by 
the unfortunate occupant” His use of art. 


literature and allusion is illuminating: 
Raskin on the field poppy as “painted glass; 
it never glows so brightly as when the sun 
shines through it” But Mabey is emi- 
nently able to match such poetry, describ- 
ing the delicate beauty of the hound's 
tongue, its flowers a “colour whose tone is 
more like that of dyed fabric - worn pur- 
ple velvet, perhaps - than a bloom- The 
17tb-cemuiy herbalist John Pechey 
described them as ‘sordid red'.” 

Inevitably, folk tales abound in Mabey' s 
account, but with startlingly modem cor- 
relations, vividly illustrated by a chap who 
has a nasty brush with a chain-saw. In an 
episode straight out of Casualty, the intre- 
pid victim cycles four miles to a comfrey- 
plenty place, digs up some of the plant root 
and scrapes it into a thick paste which sets 
bard and eventually drops off. leaving our 
hero with a “surprisingly small scar”. The 
intoxicating properties of plants are well 
covered, but foraging druggies will be dis- 


appointed: opium poppies jusi don't make 
enough latex in our climate and legally 
field-grown cannabis hasn't got the THC to 
get you high. In one anecdote, the book 
describes a police raid on a secondary 
school where they confiscated a horse 
chestnut sapling, confusing its finger-like 
leaves for those of Cannahis saliva. 

If you want to know what Berkshire 
schoolchildren use for itching powder 
(crushed plane seeds) or what cured 
George Ill’s insomnia (hops), the details 
are all here, exquisitely illustrated and ele- 
gantly edited. But the cumulative effect of 
this body of knowledge is ultimately hum- 
bling: less about what use we can pul plants 
to than the intrinsic sanctity of nature itself. 
In the habitat unfriendly late 20th century, 
this can no longer be merely a moot point: 
and those who would seek to plough 
through the water meadows of Salisbury' 
should be force fed Flora Britannica until 
they see the evil of their tarmac ways. 



Peter Parker examines a friendship that thrived on separation 


The Letters of Nancy Mitford and Evelyn Waugh edited by Charlotte Mosley, Hodder, £25 


I t is surprising that 
Nancy Mitford and 
Evelyn Waugh were 
friends at all. In 1929, 
within a year of their 
meeting, Mitford was 
closely involved in the 
first major crisis , of 
Waugh's life when her 
ebaperonage of his first 
wife proved insufficiently 
vigilant to prevent She- 
Evelyn embarking on an 
affair while He-Evelyn 

was in the country writing 
Vile Bodies. Tbeir friend- 
ship received another set- 
back in 1933, when Mit- 
ford married Peter Rodd, 
a charming but incorrigi- 
bly adulterous wastrel, 
whom Waugh looked 
upon with profound dis- ■ 
taste. Apparently unable 
to profit by experience, 
Mitford fell out of this 
disastrous marriage into 
the arms of another ener- 
getic womaniser, Colonel 
Gaston Palewski, whom, 
to Waugh’s incredulous 
dismay* she fbllowedback 


to his native France at the 
end of the war. But the 
Waugh-Mitford friend- 
ship worked best when 
they were apart It 
resulted in some 500 let- 
ters, almost every one of 
which is published in this 
volume. 

As correspondents 
they have two distinct 
advantages: they had a 
great many friends in 
common, and they held 
widely divergent beliefs. 
When V&ugh. who had 
settled in Gloucester- 
shire, asked Cyril Con- 
nolly to supply him with 
London gossip, Connolly 
replied stiffly that be “did 
not regard the sufferings 
of his fellow men as the 
subject of humour”. The 
nam e could not be said of 
either Waugh or Mitford, 
and many of the funniest 
letters describe (with 
baroque embellishment) 
the misfortunes of mutual 
acquaintances - notably 
Connolly himself, whose 


amorous adventures, and 
the strain they put upon 
his health and finances, 
are an unceasing source 
of merriment. Similar 
exaggeration is seen in 
the adversarial positions 
each took up on opposite 
rides of the Channel. Mit- 
ford adored France and 
constantly harped on its 
superiority in every way 
to England. The anglo- 
maniac Waugh insisted 
that he loathed the place. 
A would-be Tbiy squire, 
he affected to believe that 
Mitford was a rabid com- 
munist, or at the very 
least someone who had 
worked for the triumph 
of socialism in England 
only to flee its conse- 
quences. (Even Diana 
Mosley, who bad been 
interned during the war 
as a fascist, refused to 
regard her sister’s politics 
as anything other than 
“synthetic cochineal”.) 
Much of the energy of the 
correspondence is gen- 


erated by these differing 
views. 

Mitford’s letters out- 
number Waugh’s by 
about one third. Her style 
is almost identical with 
(could ic have sug- 
gested?) that of the 
“young laciy of leisure” 
whose excitedly semi-lit- 
erate letters form the nar- 
rative of Waugh’s 1932 
story “Cruise”. Charlotte 
Mosley has added apos- 
trophes, corrected- 
spelling and tidied up 
punctuation “where nec- 
essary to the sense”, and 
while this detracts some- 
what from the reader’s 
sense of Mitford’s pell- 
mell reportage, one can 
still see why Waugh spent 
so much time playing the 
schoolmaster. “The punc- 
tuation is pitiable,” he 
wrote of a manuscript 
she had submitted to his 
scrutiny, “but it never 
becomes unintelligible so 
I just shouldn't try. It is 
clearly not your subject - 


like theology.” Mitford 
did her best to get reli- 
gion right, but this proved 
difficult with someone as 
finicking as Waugh. His 
letter of rebuke over an 
article in which she inno- 
cently misrepresented the 
cause of a priest’s depar- 
ture from the church 
opened “My dear Nancy” 
rather than the customary 
“Darling Nancy" contin- 
ued with a lecture on 
Catholic procedure, and 
concluded by warning her 
off writing about the 
church at ait “Your intru- 
sions into this strange 
world are always fatu- 
ous.” Mitford was quite 
capable of standing up to 
this sort of bullying non- 
sense. “Don’t start My 
Dear Nancy I don’t like 
it,” she replied by return 
(an example, incidentally, 
of the creative power of 
bad punctuation). “I can’t 
agree that I must be 
debarred from ever men- 
tioning anything to do 


with your creator. Try & 
remember that he also 
created me.” She con- 
cluded. “I don't defend 
my inaccuracies but it's 
your TONE that nettles 
me.” And no wonder. 

Her next communica- 
tion wickedly informed 
■ft&ugh that two priests 
had written to her on the 
subject and she was “Sur- 
prised by the illiterate 
look of these postcards - 
you would say an electri- 
cian. or seed merchant”. 
In one celebrated article 
for the Sunday Times she 
compared Rome with “a 
village, with its one post 
office, one railway sta- 
tion and life centred 
round the vicarage.” 
These were so clearly 
teases that not even the 
cantankerous Waugh 
could take offence. 

There is plenty in these 
letters to cause apoplexy 
amongst the serious 
minded Frivolity, snob- 
bery and schadenfreude 


abound along with dis- 
paraging references to all 
races and creeds (includ- 
ing the English). Much of 
this is for effect and as 
Mosley notes, these let- 
ters “were written to 
amuse, distract or tease”. 

“Are you shrieking?” 
Mitford would ask 
Waugh after relaying 
some particularly choice 
anecdote. Well, not 
exactly- though the book 
is certainly enjoyable and 
in places very funny 
indeed One senses, how- 
ever, that Waugh and 
Mitford were shrieking. 
These are the letters of 
people who were not ter- 
ribly happy. Although 
Mitford made light of it. 
her one-sided romance 
with Palewski caused her 
considerable unhappi- 
ness, while Wsugh’s disil- 
lusionment with the 
world though comically 
exaggerated, was genuine 
enough. “You still have 
the gift of seeing people 
as funny which I lost 
somewhere in the high- 
lands of Scotland circa 
1943,” he wrote despon- 
dently towards the end of 
1950. This book provides 
substantial evidence to 
the contrary, but one's 
final impression is of two 
people caring for each 
other's entertainment on 
the edge of an abyss. 
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Shades of the green room 

Sheridan Mori©/ revels in a dose of theatrical gossip 


Scratch an Actor by Ned Sherrin, Sinclair Stevenson, £15.99 
SEE?* Year by Ned Sherrin, Virgin, £16.99 


I t is going to he still 
more difficult than 
usual this Christmas 
to walk into , any book- 
shop without stumbling 

over bits of Ned Sherrin: 

no less than five hooks 
out this month alone, of 
which three need not 
detain us long - wo 

paperback reprints of Jus 
recent anthologies, an 
Oxford Book of 
oZ Quotations (£7.99) 
: and Theatrical Anecdotes. 

(Virgin, £7.99). plus 

Remembrance 

Joseph, £17-50), a collec- 


tion of memorial service 
readings chosen and 
■ introduced by Sherrin in 
his role as The Oldie’s 
memorial correspondent 
The other two books 
are new ids first novel, 
= and a diary of 1996. The 
novel. Scratch an Actor, 
(“and you’ll find an 
actress" is the Other half 
of that Dorothy Parker 
quotation) is a backstage 
chronicle set in Corona- 
tion Year, full of showbiz 
gossip for' which a fic- 
tional background has 
_ been chosen as Sherrin’s 


only alternative to the 
libel suits. 

: But let's not forget that 
Sherrill’s first great part- 
ner, Caryl Brahms, gave 
him a sharp training in 
the art of the comic the- 
atrical novel and, 40yeais 
later, hermaster-dass has 
paid off. Sherrin has a 
precise wit and an invalu- 
able green room recall: 
the- ghosts of the Red- 
graves (notably Sir 
Michael’s father Roy) 
and the shadows of Giel- 
id ' and many other 
Avenue fig- 


ures from the Fifties 
hover about this story of 
an actor-manager trying 
to cobble together a 
musical out of Wilde’s 
An Ideal Husband. 

But Scratch An Actor is 
more than just a fictional 
recycling of ^reen room 
gossip: Sherrin is sharp 
enough to come up with 
a plot all his own, only 
using other people’s half- 
told tales when they gen- 
uinely fit his narrative. 
AJ1 in all, this is one of the 
best comic novels of the 
theatre I’ve read, and just 


about the most accurate. 

His diary, surprisingly 
for so careful a chronicler 
of stage stories, is some- 
times a little less meticu- 
lous; some appalling 
proof reading gives us 
xnis-speilings of Noel 
Willman, Benn Levy and 
George Stiles and a 
lengthy story about Paul 
Scofield and Gladys 
Cooper in The Holly & 
The Ivy might work better 
if either of them had ever 
appeared in it, together 
or separately: the play in 
question here was, ironi- 


cally. Wynyard Brown’s/! 
Question of Fact. 

On the upside, we get 
some wonderful exam- 
ples of Ned’s quixotic 
ebullience, the unbeliev- 
able information that 
Anne Ziegler and Web- 
ster Booth once starred in 
the South African Who's 
Afraid of Virginia Woolf 
and a daily log of foot- 
lights, first nights and 
other frolics which will be 
of infinite value to any 
21st-century social histo- 
rian trying to assess what 
it was like to be around 


the West End in the late 
90s. Like Agate's Egos, 
the Shemn diaries 
deserve to run Into at 
least nine or ten volumes, 
so foil arc they of great 
gpssip and surprising rev- 
elation: Ned here outs 
himself with commcnd- 
ably casual references to 
“feasting with panthers” 
(as Wilde always 
described his gay encoun- 
ters) but he is closer to 
Chips Channon than 
Alan Clark in his private 
priorities. A good party, 
a good play, a good meal 
and only then, perhaps, a 
bit of the other. 

It would have taken 
most of us five years to 
get through a diaiy like 
this and remain as buoy- 
ant at the end of it: and 
Sherrin is 65 and comes 
from a farm in Somerset, 
almost the only facts you 
won't discover in this 
revealing chronicle. 


"A modern 
parable of loss 
and maturity ... 
deft canny and 
highly readable' 

Iain Banks 


"Brilliantly 

original" 

Sunday Times 


"Graham Joyce 
is one of the very 
finest writers 
of supernatural 
thrillers in 
the world" 

Michael 

Moorcock 
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Rosaries 
and ovaries 

Carol Birch reads a harrowing 
tale of rural Irish angst 


Down by Hie River by Edna O'Brien, 


A "sen tty little sheep fanner” 
in his decrepit mountain 
home wields a oicotined 
mobile phone beneath a 
picture of the Ripe. Crazed women 
launch into Old Testament rants 
and young girls, giggly in the 
locked fastness of an adolescent 
bedroom, shave their pubic hairs 
and read about orgasms. “Rosaries 
and ovaries”, as a local doctor 
wryly comments. “I don’t know 
which does the most dam a ge to 
this country It is of course, mod- 
ern rural Ireland bizarre and 
schizoid as ever in Edna OTBrien’s 
latest novel. “In the sockets of the 
eyes different densities of dread,” 
broods the knotty prose, “They 
know without knowing." In this 
dark and harrowing tale, the 
appalling truth is concealed like 
worms under a stone. 

The story is familiar. Mary 
MacNamara, a young girl of 14 or 
so, is sexually abused by her father, 
James, a pathetic and manipulative 
man whose needy nature both 
attracts and repels the daughter 
who has become the centre of his 
craven universe. Following her 
mother's death from cancer, Mary 
becomes pregnant and runs away to 
England to get an abortion. She is 
brought back amid a dreadful blaze 
of publicity, made a ward of court 
and, refusing to implicate her 
father, forced to continue with the 
pregnancy. Politicians and lawyers 
discuss her case, as does the gen- 
eral public through the medium of 
radio phone-ins to which the hap- 
less child, like the fox tossed about 
by the pack, listens in horror. 


Weidenfeld and Nicolson, £1 5. 99 


The book heaves wiLh the 
imagery of corruption. An 
encounter with a ladybird, a crea- 
ture prey to parasitic infestation, is 
a reminder that even closeness has 
its dangers: *TII make a hole in 
your armour and then I’ll eat you 
from inside.” says Sister Aquinas 
at the convent which has become 
a kind of sanctuary to the child 
Mary. 

This in turn reminds us of the 
cancer that is slowly and painfully 
destroying her mother, and is later 
echoed in the baby itself. An alien 
within, a creature of near honor, 
it is identified variously with the 
disease, with lies, and, grotesquely, 
with a malevolent suicidal fish 
forced upon Mary as a pet by the 
anti-abortion harpies who keep 
watch over the established preg- 
nancy. “You wouldn't kill it, would 
you?” they wheedle. “Once you see 
a little soul struggling for life.-.”. 
Maty sees only its “small black 
unfeeling bead” of an eye, the 
expression “one of mite". The 
implication clearly is of a deep rot 
at the very core of the society 
which spawned it. 

What a joyless Ireland this is that 
we are shown. Nothing of the 
vigour and humour and richness of 
the place is allowed to intrude 
upon the pervading gloom. 

Despite the modernity and dis- 
tinctiveness of Edna O'Brien’s 
voice, Down By The River is part of 
a particular mythologising vein 
that runs through Irish writing. It 
is there in the dense Joycean lan- 
guage (“O sun. O brazen egg-yolk 
albatross...”) in the fine lyrical 



Edna O'Brien: the pervading gloom of a joyless Ireland 
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passages describing the hard, beau- 
tiful landscape, and in the charac- 
ters themselves. 

We are dealing with archetypes. 
Here the lonely Irish bard, there 
the chorus of wailing women. As 
for Mary - “She’s every woman” in 
the words of a popular song that 
crops up more than once, and as 
such becomes so much a symbol 
that we lose her. Like the anony- 
mous women we read about in the 
newspapers, we engage with her 
situation rather than her individ- 
uality. This, in fact, is precisely the 


point of the book. No-one in all the 
hubbub of conflicting voices sees 
the real human being at the cen- 
tre of this nightmare, and neither 
do we. Mary is the invisible eye of 
the storm, the suffering innocent 
destroyed by bigotry, a very Irish 
archetype. 

Ironically, we get to know her 
father far better. U A very heated 
man says a neighbour”, but this is 
something of a euphemism. A 
terrifying mixture of weakness 
and brutality, James weeps with 
loneliness, rages at fate, depends 


like a baby on his wife and Mary, - 
and blusters like the bully he is. 
His desperate yearning for his 
daughter is only surpassed by the 
bottomless pit of his own self-pity 
And because he is more real than 
Mary, it seems a strange injustice 
when we come to realise that he, 
in fact, is the tragic figure of the 
book. For Mary will survive - at 
the end her voice risen strong and 
true. The hidden blights - cancer, 
a baby - are nothing to the soul's 
own weakness, destroying from 
within. 


Young, gifted and worrying about the footie 

Helen Stevenson reads a boys’ own tale of frogs in the tandoori and toe nails in the tea 

Time for Bed by David Baddiei, Little, Brown, £14.99 


I f I’m interested in football and 
I love funny men, by rights I 
ought at least not to dislike 
David Baddiei. And if I like David 
Baddiei, I ought to be just crazy 
about Gabriel Jacoby, who is 
standing in for David Baddiei here, 
because this is a novel and not a 
comedy routine. You know that, 
because it comes between covers 
and costs £14.99. Otherwise it's 
much the same, except there is no 
infectious laughter here, no peer 
pressure to giggle and identity. A 
reader is harder to please than a 
member of an audience. 

One of the conceits of the new 
bloke persona of which David 
Baddiei, among others, has 
hecome the spokesman, is a deep 
rooted insecurity about the world, 
women, and his team's chances of 
league success, all wrapped up in 
the ironic bashfulness of the man 
who is just lucid enough to recog- 
nise that what he's really worried 
about is whether he's any good in 
bed. Here's the straight answer: 


any man who talks about himself 
this much can’t be. 

Gabriel is Jewish, insomniac, 
anxious to be seen to be educated 
in spite of himself, nervous, senti- 
mental, in love with his half- 
brother's sister Alice, who is black 
He doesn't have a job at the start 
of the novel, and makes the occa- 
sional trip to the job centre to sign 
on, until he gets his arm twisted to 
write a trendy sports column for a 
glossy magazine. He may be capa- 
ble of deep felt emotions towards 
women, which are meant to make 
us feel he is as enlightened, some- 
where in his heart, as he is priapic 
in his trousers, but his compassion 
and sensitivity do not impede on 
his conception of the world outside 
his own. An employee in the job 
centre is ridiculed for his ordinary 
sadness and hopelessness; the only 
real reference in the novel to a 
member of the labouring classes 
reads as follows: “I’m not sure it’s 
possible for the labouring classes 
to consume any other beverage 



Baddiei: new bloke persona 


(than tea), just as it seems to be 
part of the social contract they have 
struck with us bourgeois that, as 
tbey mend things in our houses, we 
must make them endless cups of 
the stuff.” I read this sentence sev- 
eral times, I read it ironically, and 


straight, I read it post-ironically 
and I read it critically, and I still 
could not think how it had crept 
into a novel by one of Britain's 
major comedians. I could phrase 
that indirect question differently, 
of course. 

I don't ask that men grow up to 
be serious. It’s just a bit dull if the 
jokes remain the same 15 years on. 
For a woman, the football has to 
be good and the jokes have to be 
funny. It’s quality that counts, not 
just how long you bang on about 
it. At times there was even a dis- 
tinctly sub-Wodehousian tone, cir- 
cumlocution being the last refuge 
of the man who isn’t sure he's 
made a joke: “Had Dr Johnson 
been there at that point he would 
have noted my expression, got out 
his quilL opened his enormous 
compendium and completely 
rewritten his definition of the word 
‘blankly’.” 

A good read? Maybe. I wasn't 
bored, but I wasn’t moved either, 
except occasionally to a slight 


smile. There are some good jokes, 
a lot of bad ones, a sort of plot, an 
extended description of anal sex, a 
flatmate relationship gone wrong, 
frogs in the tandoori and toe nails 
in the tea, the occasional striking 
apergu, a Jewish funeral and a lot 
of presuppositions about the kind 
of thing s graduates think are funny. 

The problem is that in this kind 
of genre humour, there is no 
room for eccentricity, only for 
types. Humour does depend on 
types, to a certain extent But 
surely in a novel tbey need to be 
flexed and modulated to create 
character, otherwise you end up 
boring your reader. David Baddiei 
must know this already. Con- 
trasting two female characters, 
one of whom corresponds to his 
platonic ideal of womanhood (ie 
she knows everything about foot- 
ball) and the other who doesn’t (ie 
she knows nothing about football) 
he eventually allows the latter to 
emerge as the more interesting 
and subtle character. 
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Fkperbacks 

By Christopher Hirst and Lucasta Miller 


Napoleon & Josephine 
by Evangeline Bruce 
(Phoenix, £9.99) Sub- 
titled "An Improbable 
Marriage” (not least 
because Josephine 
preferred tall men), this 
tremendous work is a 
domestic drama played 
out on a world stage. As 
a child in Martinique, 
Josephine displayed an 
“indolence...remarkable 
even in that climate”, 
yet she married one of 
the world’s great men of 
action. Though always 
“taking the path of least 
resistance”, she led a 
life of scarcely credible 
eventfulness, briefly 
becoming Empress (her 
love of fashion and 
profligacy with money 
may bring modem 


parallels to mind) 
before being discarded 
by her charmless 
partner. 

Mind Readings: 
Writers’ Journeys 
Through Mental States 
edited by Sara Dunn. 
Blake Morrison and 
Michele Roberts 
(Minerva, £7.99) 
Depression is the 
writer's occupational 
hazard, and this 
collection of essays, 
poems, stories and 
confessions by well- 
known authors - 
published to mark the 
50th anniversary of the 
mental health charity. 
Mind - explores foe 
dark side of the psyche 
from a myriad of 


different angles. High- 
er if you prefer, low-) 
lights include Rosie 
Boycott laying bare her 
alcoholism, Zoe Heller 
in praise of Prozac and 
Wendy Cope’s hilarious 
analysis of her 
relationship with her 
shrink. 

Darwin's Dangerous 
Idea by Daniel C 
Dennett (Penguin, 
£9.99) Endlessly 
stimulating, this 
extended advocacy of 
full-blown Darwinism 
(“the best single idea 
anyone has ever had”) is 
a glorious tour de force. 
Utilising analogies 
ranging from Borges' 
library of Babel to the 
use of spandrels in 


architecture, Dennet 
hammers home the 
ineluctable fact that 
Darwin explained the 
world - and everything 
discovered since 
supports his theory. 
What we hypothesise as 
God is "something 
dogged and mindless”. 
Dennett’s lucid exegesis 
of this “dangerous idea" 
is uncompromising and 
revelatoiy. 

Junk Mail by Will Self 
(Penguin, £7.99) 
Reading one article by 
Will Self can be 
exhilarating, but a 
whole book of them 
seems rather too much 
of a good thing. Cool 
and pseudy by turns, his 
prose crackles with wit 
one minute and irritates 
the next. Nearly half the 
pieces in this collection 
of journalism are about 
drug abuse -gritty 
reportage rather than 
flights of philosophical 
fancy - but other 


subjects range from the 
author's lucubrations 
concerning an operation 
on his penis to 
interviews with Damien 
Hirst and J G Ballard. 

Looking for George by 
Helena Drysdale 
(Picador, £6.99) As a 
student in 1979, 
Drysdale had a 
dangerous fling with an 
Orthodox priest in 
Romania. In subsequent 
letters, George risked 
voicing his hatred of the 
Ceausescu regime and 
asked Drysdale to many 
him so he could flee. 
Suddenly, he ceased to 
write. Prompted by 
guilt, she returned to 
Romania in the 
aftermath of the 1989 
revolution only to 
discover that George 
had died, a political 
prisoner in a mental 
hospital Drysdale’s 
quest 1ms resulted in a 
brooding work of 
undeniable passion. 
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the yeti 

Nick Wroe treks after the 
abominable snowmarr 

Esau by Philip Kerr , ; Chatto, £15.99 



P hilip Kerris seventh novel, 
opens with Jade Furness, 
Rhodes Scholar and 
mountaineer, folding a skull 
while climbing in the Himalayas. 
He gives it to his ex-girlfriend. Dr 
Stella (“just call me Swift”) Swift, 
who wastes no time in getting her 
colleagues to sign confidentiality 
waivers before organising an 
expedition to Nepal to 
investigate. The skull is 
abnormally young and Swift, a 
pal coan thropo logis t whose 
tenure review is imminent, knows 
a main chance when she sees one. 

So far so predictable and we’re 
all ready for -an Indiana Jones- 
type caper featuring the 
abominable snowman with 
additional spice courtesy of an 
Ihdia/Fakistan nuclear stand-off 
and the infiltration of the 
expedition by an unhinged CIA 
operative. But Kerr usually gives 
more than straight up and down 
thrillers. While Ins books are 
popular and get sold to film 
companies for enormous 
amounts of money, be also deals 
seriously with science and 
technology and enthusiastically 
engages with ethical and 
philosophical issues. Esau typifies 
this in that amongst the hi-jinx in 
the snow, Kerr takes on the 
biggest theme of all - the origin 
of species. 

We learn that humans and 
chimps share 98.4% of their 
DNA; that is doser than a chimp 
is to a gorilla. When we come 
across yetis in the Himalayas we 
find that they share over 99% of 
their DNA with humans and to 
this reader at least, the point that 
they are just like us is well made. 
The description of a yeti birth, 
the infant being deliwred by 
forceps adapted from two spoons, 
being eerily reminiscent of events 
personally witnessed at dose 
quarters in Lewisham hospital 
only a couple of years ago. 

That said, it’s not all David 
Attenborough and epi&iotomies 
and the reader is quickly brought 
up to intellectual speed so as to 
appredate property the 
importance of this discovery of a 
new species of man. 

We are told about the Piltdown 
Man scam (dodgy amateur 
archaeologist fused a human 
cranium to an orang-utan's jaw to 
fool the sdentific establishment 
in 1912), the history and theory 
of radiocarbon dating (the 
standard textbook is Sacber’s 


Straiigrapluc Geology widfieitute 
Jo; McasuTvnuWl and ujmtnc 
tripod-mounted Canon EOS 5 » 
the paleoanthropologrst s camera 
of choice, especially when used, 
with Fuji Reala film. . . 

I have no idea if any of tnc 
above is true but it sounds 
authentic which is good enough. 
Sadly the same can’t always be. — 
said of the dialogue. Swift is 
prone to make statements such • 
as. “Electron Spin Resonance, _ 
that's where you measure tin? ■ 
energy of the electrons trapped in 
the dental enamel." to which the 
inevitable rejoinder is. “ A cab. A 
You obtain a date for the -A 

material from the ratio between 
that and the trapping rate.- ” _ 

But after leaving the UiWor the 
mountains the story skips along. 

fluently and the episodes htgh 

above the snow-line are more 
compulsively page-turning and 
the conjunction of the unspoilt ' 
environment with the explorer s 
hi-tech kit is stvlishly handled. 

The silent arrival of e-mails soda 
becomes os sinister as the more.; 
conventional all-action 
skulduggery. 

Kerr has structured his story 
well, effectively underpinning the 
narrative with wider scientific and 
philosophical concerns. As the 
origins of the human race are 
uncovered so the world comes 
doser to nuclear Armageddon. ' 
The wavering atheism of a 
scientist early in the hook is 
mirrored by the intervention of a 
benign swami towards the end. 
Possibly with an eye to a suitably 
monumental film score, the 
scientist’s crisis of faith is played^, 
out to a soundtrack of Haydn'^nS? 
Creation. Meanwhile the swamr 
has to make do with sounding 
like Prince Charles on u had day, 
muttering about how “a leaf does 
not turn brown and die without 
the whole tree knowing”. 

Esau has already been sold to 
Disney and will bexscreened in 
three years time. While Jack 
Furness may have referred 
dismissivety to “abominable 
snowman bullshit” early in the 
book. Dr Swift, like Kerr, 
probably has her finger doser to 
the popular pulse with her 
assertion that “the public's 
appetite for popular science 
meant that there was a new 
theory about Man and his origins 
every week”. Lei's hope for 

LVit'c ualrp ihp nnnlir’c 'jnnntilp 


“a romantic delirium for troubled times” 

Karl Miller. The. Observer 
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THE TAILOR OF 
PANAMA 


le Carre shows what an extraordinarily witty 
writer he can be. ..spectacularly funny" 

Mrrco! Benins, The Sunday Times 

a book, about legends and lies, about great 
loves and little betrayals, about the myth of 
truth and the consequences of deception. 

As such it is a work of rare brilliance" 


an excoriating denunciation of hypocritical 
diplomacy, opportunistic high politics and 
exploitative journalism which explodes in 
an apocalyptic climax" 

G o- raid K turfman. Sunda/ Telegraph 
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DC: the essentials 


iSimon Calder gets on the tourist circuit In Washington DC 


A salvo of Arctic wind blasts 
through the city, prompting 
the people to set their collars 
a notch or two higher against 
the cold - and their fellow citizens. 

“Don't rush mel" pleads the home- 
less man, clutching a plastic cup on one 
of the grubbier street corners. “One 
donation at a time, please.” In the cap- 
itai of the world’s sole superpower, 
even the down-and-outs possess a 
politician's slick patter.. . 

The best time to visit Washington 
DC is highly specific: October, in years 
that are divisible by four. The year is 
crucial because the pulse in this most 
competitive of cities races when pres-, 
idential and congressional elections 
take place in the same year; the month 
is critical because everything is auspi- 
cious For the tourist, political or not. 

This month, a swathe of Cool Cana- 
dian (as the TV forecasters oil 1 it) 
swept into town early, brtngmg the first 
frosts. So the last few casual miforsof 
the summer have shivered Iwcb to nh- 

4" 7 ^ois and Icwa, leaving a otybewtifti% 

' *«acno&ed beneath sharp, clear skies. And 

BKSA'S^Ss 

bv an arbitrary diamond inscribed half 
wLv down the US east coast, punched 


..^gsss^ssb^ 

the 

man L^ Of "ovenmient. but not 

V :S .£.v «-*> 


theme park. Three things apply to 
almost everything in the city that is rel- 
evant to your stay: it is probably a tourist 
attraction; it should be free; and it is 
. almost certainly on the left-hand half of 
the diamond. This western side is full of 
bright and tidy young things with perfect 
teeth; sex, drugs and rock-W-roB are kept 
be hind firmly closed doors. But the east 
‘ is an urban battleground that keeps 
Washington a leading contender for the 
tide of murder capital USA. So withyour 
self-preservation compass correctly 
aligned, off you go. . 

First, arrive in style -the largest rail- 
way station in the world will do nicety. 
LF you fly into Baltmwre-'WtelungtOQ 
airport, the connecting train ejects 
you beneath a vast, gloomy canopy. Bui 
this is a mere vestibule for the grand 
hall .of heroic proportions, a Beaux 
Arts bonanza in marble and terracotta. 
A nation built largely on the railroad 
needed to accord the lines of steel with 
proper respect, to terminate them in 
a temple to thetraio.-This foundation 
has largely crumbled with the decline 
of the railway, in America - to the 
extent that trains provide the flimsiest 
of justifications for the continued exis- 
tence of. Union Station. So the shop- 
keepers have movedin. The list of spe- 
cialty shops is much longer these days 
than the train timetable. If you need 
to buy a rail ticket, mind, yon face a 
challenge to locate the booking office 
amidst all the refafl opportunities. To 

add to the confusion, this month the 
station hosted an Oktoberfest - the 
chance for the Gorman community 
boozOy to celebrate its roots. 

Almost everyone in Vfeshsngton is 
from somewhere else, and most - 
from presidents to panhandlers- are 
Tannin g to return there sometime, bo. 
foabid to establish a sense of perma- 
nence, the dty has built a se « tf. 
monumental structures, of which 
Union Station is merely the opening 
bid. Next door is the former Post 
Office). No parcel-despatching activ- 
ity echoes these daysaroundthe caihe- 
dral-like hall But down m the wrote, 

a new Postal Museum traces the fall of 


the US Mail from the comm uni cation 
networkfor a maturing nation to a sec- 
ond-rate alternative to e-mails and fax. 
You can ponder the impermanence, 
and get a machine to print out ah the 
neatly addressed postiards you need, 
fra* free. That’s because the museum is 
part of tire Smithsonian Institution. 

If you have “been there, seen that” 
in Washington DC, you will already 
refer to the Smithsonian whenever 
polite conversation allows. If you have 
not, you may be puzzled about what 
precisely it is. The Institution was 
founded in 1826 tty James Smithson, a 
British scientist who was the worst kind 
of tourist - he didn’t visit Washington 
until be was dead. Smithson was an ille- 
gitimate child, and despised the way 
that the British upper classes treated 
him. So he decided to bestow financial 
favour on the intellectual health of the 
young United States. He established an 
Institution for the “increase and dif- 
fusion of knowledge among men”. 

The upshot, these days, is 14 differ- 
ent museums, each providing a distinct 
insight into the creation of a nation. 
Most are located on either side of the 
Mall, an audacious urban open space. 
Pierre llEnfant was the French archi- 
tect whose grand design for the new 
city prescribed a broad green stripe 
pinning right through the middle of 
Washington, finally dissolving into the 
dark waters of the Potomac River. For 
a time, it was disrupted by a busy rail- 
way station plonked right in the mid- 
dle of the lawn. Union Station solved 
that problem in breathtaking fashion, 
and. the grass grew back over the 
tradtSL Decked along it are some of the 
finest museums in ffie world. 

* The Air-Space Museum is almost 
too embracing for fts own good Eveiy 
milestone, from Lindbergh’s Spirit of 
St Louis to ApoUo lnnar modules, is 
dangled or draped around this outsized 
hangar. In the equation between war 
(symbolised by fighters and bombers) 
and peace (cMl aircraft, plus the cel- 
ebrated link-up in space between 
Soviet cosmonauts and American 
astronauts), conflict wins easily. Enola 


Gay, the aircraft responsible for more 
deaths than any other warplane, has a 
resting place in the museum, amid an 
exhibition on the Hiroshima atomic 
bomb that comprised its deadly cargo. 

Death, like government and tourism, 
is a way of life in Washington. The sor- 
rowful story of American violence runs 
through the city like a severed artery. 
If there is no public performance at 
Ford’s Theater, a boy scout-like ranger 
of the National Park Service will show 
you the box where Abraham Lincoln 
was shot in 1865, then take you over the 
street to the bouse where he died the 
next morning. Across the Potomac 
River at Arlington Cemetery, a flame 
bums eternally above the tomb of 
another assassinated president, John F 
Kennedy. Meanwhile, at the Vietnam 
Monument, inscribed slabs of granite, 
commemorates all the young men sent 
to their deaths in an tmwmnable war in 
Indochina waged by JFK’s successors. 

The most sombre memorial of all is 
the Holocaust Museum, where the 
story of the rise of fascism and the 
death of millions of Jews is told in an 
unblinkiDgfy straightforward manner. 
Since opening two years ago, It has 
reduced three million visitors to tears. 

Every tourist in Washington wit- 
nesses a continuum of experiences 
from inhumanity to showbiz. Firmly at 
the entertainment end of this spectrum, 
you find irstitutions of state such as the 
Pentagon and the FBL Each runs a tour 
that is as theatrical asit is gHb. The FBI 
sheds any semblance of sensible analy- 
sis of crime by the end of its tour, when 
visitors are treated to a demonstration 
of live firing with automatic weapons. 

If you have been keeping up so far, 
you will have enjoyed several days, of 
wonderment without even touching 
the political core of Washington. You 
can take the presidential trinity at a 
fair canter. 'Hie Washington monu- 
ment - at 555ft easily the tallest point 
in a low-rise city - pierces the pro- 
foundly blue sky and acts as a pinion 
around which the city can revolve. This 
plain stone needle also provides a 
continued on page 12 


(setting there: Simon Calder paid £286 {including tax) to Major Travel (0171-485 7017) 
for a round-trip on British Airways from Gatwick to Baltimore-Washington airport, 30 
miles north of the city. A bus/rail connection to Union Station in Washington costs $5 
each way ($12 at weekends). BA, United Airlines and Virgin Atlantic fly from Heathrow 
to Dulles airport, 20 miles west The best-placed airport, National, is three miles south 
and on the Metro system; unfortunately, it is not served by international services. 

Staying there: see Hamish McRae's story, A room around Washington, on page 12. 

Getting around: most places of interest to tourists are walkable (central Georgetown to the 
Smithsonian takes around 40 minutes). The futuristic Metro system is fast and relatively 
safe. A ticket allowing unlimited travel all day (after 9.30am on weekdays) costs $5. 

Getting information:with no US tourist office in the UK, it is tricky to get advice. The best 
city-specific guidebook is Access Washington DC (distributed by Harper Collins, £9.99). 
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continued from page 11 


pretty good view of the ensemble, with 
a lift" that zips you to the top. If you 
want to descend on foot through the 
interior, and see the stone presented 
by each state to be set into the austere 
wails, turn up at 10am on a Saturday 
and ask for the '‘Walk -down tour”. 

Want to see Bill CUnton's front 
room (at least for a couple more 
months)? A century ago, it was tradi- 
tional for the president personally to 
receive visitors and shake the hand of 
each one. Nowadays, the White House 
tour involves hours of queuing for the 
modest privilege of trotting around 
some of the public areas. 

You may be better off gliding across 


the area known as Adams-Morgan. 
This is where every wave of new immi- 
grants seems to settle and set up 
restaurants, providing a choice 
between Peruvian and Vietnamese, 
Salvadorean and Ethiopian. I was 
pleased to find the Meskerem, where 
I ate an Ethiopian feast four Ortobers 
ago, is still serving deliciously simple 
dishes with panache. Prices around £15 
with drinks - well below the DC aver- 
age - allow you some spare change to 
give to the people left out in the cold. 

New Yorkers reckon they have the 
city that never sleeps but I have proof 
that they are not alone. On my last 
night I finished work at 5am, and an 
hour later found myself sitting in a 
bookshop trying to decide between a 


A room around Washington 


n 


Hamish McRae goes hotel-hunting in DC 





Y ou may, of course, have an invitation 
from the President to stay at the opu- 
lent townhouse just across Pennsyl- 
vania Avenue from the White House, 
where visiting dignitaries are accommo- 
dated. But otherwise you face a tricky task 
to find somewhere to stay in Washington 
that is both interesting and inexpensive. 

I do not include in this the American 
Youth Hostel, though The Independent's 
travel editor tells me it is unbeatable value 
at $18 a night For financial journalists like 
me. visits to Wfashiagton tend to coincide 
with bankers* conventions, in particular 
the annual meetings of the International 
Monetary Fund and World Bank. So jour- 
nalists, on newspaper budgets, find them- 
selves competing for accommodation with 
the more lavishly funded scions of the 
international banking community. As a 
result the plush hotels are fully-booked. 


even if budgets would run to them. Aside 
from staying with friends ~ the nicest 
option - that leaves only two alternatives. 

One is to stay in one of die two mam 
hotels of the meeting itself: the Sheraton, 
where the meeting actually takes place, or 
the Shorebam, just across the road. They 
are competent, enormous palaces and I 
have fond memories ofboth_But they are 
expensive, and the practical advantage of 
being on tire spot, while useful when cop- 
ing with lunch-time deadlines, is offset by 
the fact that they are both about two miles 
from the centre of the city; not so good if 
you are seeing someone at the US Unea- 
suiy downtown. 

The alternative is to find a small and 
reasonable hotel in the centre. There are 
several of these. The traditional haven for 
visiting Brits is the Tabard, an "olde 
worlde” place in a converted 19th-century 


town house, with three advantages: no TVs 

in the room, an excellent restaurant, and 
a location 200 yards from The Indepen- 
dent's Washington office. A variation of 

this theme is to stay at the Canterbury next 

door, which has larger modem rooms, but 
eat at the Thbard. - ; 

My awn preferred solution, however, is 
not to stay at a regular hotel at all but 
instead have a serviced flat. A chain, now 
called Doubletree Guest Suites, operates 
a ehflm of these and has one at 2500 Penn- 
sylvania Avenue, just before you cross die 
bridge into Georgetown. So it is 10 min- 
utes to the restaurants of Georgetown in 
one iiiwytifin and 15 minutes to die White - 
House in the other. 

For the price of middle-rank hotel (just 
over $100 a night earlier this month) you 
get a sitting-room with a sofa-bed, a bed^ 
room with two double beds, a kitchen and 


a bathroom. We crammed our family o# 
four there a few years bock ^wheru mywifc 
was doing a consultancy job at the World 

Bank felt like a family do . 

Not quite a home from home, but tta. bes- 
solution I have found to the problem of 
Washington accommodation. 


tit 


io m 


The code for WSshingon is 001 202. 
American Youth 737 2333 

Canterbury Hotel, 393J 3000 
Doubletree Guest Suites, 785 2000 
Omni Shoreham Hotel, j 2340700 
Sheraton Washington, 328 2000 
Tabard Inn, 785 1277. 



something to 




trouble spots 


Reports for fravellers to the 
former Eastern bloc 


to the vast Lincoln Memorial (above). 
A gaunt, moody statue of the mur- 
dered president keeps a distant eye on 
Capitol Hill. America’s parliament is 
strangely quiet this month because 
one-third of the Senators and all the 
Representatives are back home poli- 
ticking for re-election. 

Most of the bureaucrats who remain 
beat a hasty retreat from the govern- 
ment offices in the city centre after 
6pm - and so should you, but not too 
far. To hear New Yorkers disparage 
nightlife in Washington, you would 
imagine that the city becomes a power 
vacuum after dark. But plonk yourself 
at the comer of M Street and Wis- 
consin Avenue in Georgetown (a semi- 
suburb a mile from the White House), 
and you will find the sidewalks bustle 
well beyond midnight. Or to meet the 
homeless man with a good line in pan- 
handling, aim north on 18th Street to 


pint of Old Dominion or Sierra 
Nevada Pale Ale. After the shop assis- 
tant/barman, wearing the wooliest of 
liberal sweaters, pointed out that we 
were in the middle of the twilight zone 
betwixt 3am and 9.30am when beer 
cannot be served. I chose a coffee - 
and a book to browse through. It 
turned out to be a Washington DC 
Vehicle license Decoder, a curious 
publication that enables you to work 
out the nationality and status of any- 
one driving a car with diplomatic 
plates. The book even gives the FBI 
hotline for reporting suspected spies. 

A most peculiar city, and one whose 
spiritual heart I have signally failed to 
locate. I suspect that the reason is that 
the body politic of America has never 
possessed a soul Like any theme park, 
Washington DC offers a perversion of 
humankind. Don’t expect inspiration. 
But you do get unlimited free thrills. 


Moscow, Russia (right): “One 
common scam by airport ’taxis’ is 
for the driver to fake an engine 
failure half-way to the city. He will 
ask you to push the car to get it 
going. When you do. the car starts 
and he drives away with your lug- 
gage” - Russia by Rail by Athol 
Yates (Bradt, £13.95). 



visitors’ book 


Washington - Symbol and City exhibition, at the Museum 
of Building. 


a likely 
story 




This should be the first place to 
visit to understand and enjoy 
DC - Sandrine Le Bitan. 


it*s so dirty and scruffy. It needs 
some refurbishment - Anon. 


You have a wonderful city; take 
care of it - Dr Nunez. 


This is a really great exhibit but 


Vote for Bob Dole -Bored in 
DC 

to which someone has added . . . 
Why? So he can get rid of muse- 
ums life this? — Anon. 


“The fastest way to the heart 
of London" - publicity for 
the Gatwick Express. 


* m'm 

- 


Kaliningrad, Russia: “The more 
intrepid could consider the broad 
gauge line which runs from 
Braniewo to Kaliningrad, but its 
reputation as a route for smug- 
gling makes it an unwise choice for 
Western passengers” - Ibid 


Description of the Kingdoms of 
Georgia tour operated by the 
British Museum Traveller (0171- 
323 8895). 


bargain of the week 


Georgia: “In Mestiaand Ushguli we 
stay in local fanners’ houses ... toi- 
let facilities are primitive and there 
are no showers or bathrooms” - 


Poland: “The road accident rate is 
due to poor roads ... badly loaded 
trucks and a disturbingly high ten- 
dency for drunkenness. To combat 
this there are ridiculously low 
speed limits and a very keen police 
force.” - Planet Talk, free from 
Lonely Planet (0181-742 3161). 


Southampton airport rarely 
features in this spot, but Arr 
France has begun to include the 
Hampshire gateway among 
starting points for cheap flights 
worldwide. Through discount 
agents such as Quest Worldwide 
(0181-547 3322), Air France is 
selling return tickets to Nairobi 
for £345 including tax. This is 
for departures by 20 November, 


returning home by the end of 
next month. Tb head east rather 
than south, then a ticket from 
Southampton to Beijing 
between 1 November and 15 
December costs £426 return. 
Other airports from which these 
fares apply axe Heathrow, 
Birmin gham, Manchester and 
Edinburgh. All require a change 
of plane at Baris GDG. 


Wherever the heart of 
London may lie, it is not at 
Victoria Station, where the 
Gatwick Express arrives 
from the Sussex airport. Nor 
is the 30-tninute train ride 
the fastest link between the 
capital and Gatwick airport: 
Thameslink services take a 
minute less to reach London 
Bridge station. This is not 
the heart of London, cither, 
but if (tike many Londoners) 
you deem it to be Charing 
Cross, then a cross-platform 
change will get you there 
faster and cheaper than the4f£ 
Gatwick Express and a tuber 


Two 
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Independent Magazine Offer 
Application Voucher 


In Older to receive your FREE magazine 
er, attach a further three differently num 
retailer tv Thursday 31 October 1996. 


e complete this application uouch- 
I tokens, and present it at your local 


magazines 


1 0 titles to choose from 


If our great new listings guide hasn't tempted you to charge off to 
the cinema, gallop off to a gallery or tune in to the TV, then 
maybe we can entertain you with our great free magazine offer. 
We've joined forces with COMAG Magazine Marketing to offer 
readers of The independent and the Independent on Sunday up 
to two free magazines from the selection of 10 great titles 
shown below. Each day, we are focusing on a different one to 
give you a flavour of what's on offer and to help you choose the J 
titles to suit you. So to enjoy up to £7.25 worth of great free J 

reading all you have to do is follow the instructions below. I 


How to qualify 

Numbered tokens will be printed in The Independent and the Independent on Sun- 
day each day until 21 October. Today we print Token 8. 

Simply collect four of these, ensuring that they are all differently numbered, and 
attach them to the application voucher. One is published today and a final one will 
be published in The Independent on Monday 21 October. 

Complete the application voucher indicating which magazine you would like and 
present it to your nearest magazine retailer. 

You may claim a second free magazine by collecting a second set of four differ- 
ently numbered tokens and attaching them to a second application voucher. 

In the unlikely event that your chosen magazine is not available from your retail- 
er, please be prepared to select an alternative title. The closing date for claim- 
ing your free magazine(s) is Thursday 31 October 1996. 


I 








Please attach 3 
additional 
tokens here 


^INDEPENDENT 

flKSUxncr 


l would like to ©change this application voucher for one free magazine as 
indicated below (please lick appropriate box). Prices are tor retailer reference only. 


□ Arena £2.50 

Q Blah Blah Blah £2.50 

□ DJ £2.25 

□ The Face £2.00 

□ Fortran Times £2.50 


Q Gardens Illustrated £3.30 

□ Gramophone £3.95 

□ Health & Fitness £2.20 

□ Period House £2.50 

□ Viz £1.50 


I understand the offer Is subject to availability and Is subject to the Terms & 
Conditions as published In The Independent and the Independent on Sunday. 


Title 

Surname 

Address 


Postcode 


In an average week, how marry days would you buy The Independent? 
(please state) 


Have you a postal subscription to any magazine? [please delete as applicable) 

TlmINw 


Please Bek the relevant box if you do not wish to receive mailings or offers or 
services from The Independent Q or COMAG and the magazine publishers T~lor 
companies carefully selected by themQ. 




wun the 4 K*en& x tu« Day 
Th *L afto 8 the consumer up to 31. J 0.90. 


Gramophone is the most influential record review magazine published today, 
drawing on the skills of some of the world's most respected critics. Gramphone 
offers considered comment on more than 200 recordings every month, the best 
of which are featured on the free CD which accompanies every issue. The No- m 
vember issue reveals the winners of the 1996 Gramophone Awards and the ■ 
free CD features highlights from the winning recordings. 
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vain K) me consumer up to 31.10.90. 
supplying maaozlne whdesabs and no later 
Klifi, 3 .; gg* 1 * " f . , c f d>1 ft* a nom * a ' safe plus a handling tee. If your atop 

belong] to a multiple group please handta In the usual way as tnsbuetad by your h#ad office. 


mwwjm’pSlS head office wW have recehed poor nonce d the, 

fe fnprmal sate plus handhne tee and forward Doth 


different Wes Separately. 




sure your claim dearly bertifios tee 
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GARDENS 
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LONG NECKED 
KASTIES ^ 


n onuos n jock n roll 
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Blah Blah Blah 
Ran-European, pre- 
millennium, post-pop, 
tongue-in-cheek... it is, 
are you? 


The underground dance 
and club culture 
magazine 


The Face 

The Face is the most 
fashionable magazine in 
the world 


Fortean Times 
The journal of strange 
phenomena 


Gardens Illustrated 
the art of gardening 1 



Wm&i 4 


Arena Health & Fitness 

Arena is simply Britain’s Everything you need to 

most fashionable know about a healthier 

magazine for men. and fitter lifestyle 


Period House 
•New ideas for homes 
with character* 


Viz 

Britain’s funniest 
magazine* 

( * Manufacturer's estimate) 














the INDEPENDENT - SATURDAY 19 OCTOBER 


1996 




13 



out 

room 


Martin Thompson 
in polar Cambridge 


S | r Ramilph Fiennes is set to capture our imag- 
inations as he prepares to tadde the solo eras- 
ing of Antarctica. But then British explorers 
have always had an obsession with conquering 
> the Last Great Frontier. A trip to Cambridge offers 
I a lively insight into their adventures of the ™us» 


lively msigni mio weir adventures of the past 
Named after the legendary Antarctic explorer, the 
Scott Polar Research Institute Museum mnfnmc a wide 
range erf artefacts, memorabilia and i 


V 


„ . i and research. As 

well as a well -presen ted overview of the natural riches 
of the polar regions, you will find objects such as the 
barrel organ William Parry took to the North Pole, and 
the brass buttons distributed to the limit by Sir John 
Franklin’s wife, after his 1845 expedition failed to return. 
She hoped, in vain, that Sir John would somehow find 
a button and realise she had not given up the s^arrh 

To help bring the collections to life, and to stimu- 
late wider interest in the polar regions, the m useum 
holds special free “events". On the day we went, “Pass- 
port to Polar Adventure" was in full swing. 

“Please pick up your passports here," announced 
the organiser. Dr Pam Davis, a veteran of two Antarc- 
tic research trips. On arrival, my children were 
handed “passports" to be stamped at the six polar sta- 
tions dotted throughout the small museum. (As a novel 
twist, adults were allowed to travel on their children's 
passports.) After clambering on a motor sledge, we 
checked in at Base Camp ana were offered the chance 
to get kitted out in bright orange helicopter immer- 
sion suits, designed to aid survival if you are unlucky 
enough to crash-land upside down on the ice. 

Bob Najam, a life support systems engineer, 
explained that if you weigh 18 stone you may last on 
the ice for up to 17 hours, but your chances of getting 
out alive decrease in proportion to your body weight. 
Dieters take note. 

' ki Have you ever had an urge to experience what life 
» Jels like inside your fridge freezer? The next paw- 
port control point was named alter Vostok station in 
Antarctica, the coldest place cm earth. Here we had 
a chance to chill out in -30C, whilst incarcerated in 



The Scott Polar Research Institute Museum: an 

room-sized chambers normally nsed for preserving ice 
specimens. After five minutes, the massive freezer door 
swung open, just as it seemed that hypothermia (not 
to mention claustrophobia) was about to set in. My 
seven-year-old daughter’s reaction was to queue up 
immediately for a return to the Ice Kingdom. 

Next stop, the popular Crevasse Rescue Station, 
with the museum’s stairwell doubling as an Antarctic 
ice ravine. Experienced polar mountaineers were on 
hand to teach you how to winch yourself to safety. 

“My shipmates call me Captain Joe. I’m the resident 
sea captain here and my mission is to guide you through 
the ice-floes." An impressive, barrel-chested figure, Joe 
Wubbold was once an icebreaker captain with the US 
Coastguard and is now becalmed at Cambridge doing 
his MA. In his beguiling drawl, he took us on an adven- 
turous imaginary journey cm a modem icebreaker push- 
ing its way past icebergs and whales. 


understanding of the buzz that lures explorers to 
A cacophony of yelping led us on to the colony of 
husky dogs imported for the event, to be patted and 
harnessed as appropriate. Having been banned from 
the Antarctic as environmentally unfriendly in 1994 
(as carriers of distemper, huskies were deemed dan- 
gerous to the seal population), these cheerful dogs are 
now restricted to appearing in shows in the Home 
Counties. “I always take the sledge along, just in case," 
their handler, Janet Ward of the Eskimo Dog 
of Great Britain. 

Cambridge is a world centre for polar research. As 
well as a PhD student from Russia studying the prop- 
erties of sea ice, seasoned Antarctic explorers and sci- 
entists were on hand to answer our questions. They 
were aided by fresh-faced polar research scientists, 
eagerly awaiting the call to be airlifted to the Falklands, 
the jumping off point for Antarctica. 

My family happily spent four hours at the Scott Frilar 


the earth's extre mi ties 

Research Institute Museum discovering that there is 
more to living and working in the frozen wastes than 
ice and more ice. Thanks to the museum displays, we 
really began to understand the buzz that lures scien- 
tists and explorers, such as Sir Ranulph Fiennes, to 
the earth's extremities. Being immersed in sub-zero 
temperatures and hauled out of a 30ft crevasse is a 
hunger-making business, and we gratefully pocketed 
a clutch of Penguin bars before beading home to the 
central heating 

The Scott Polar Research Institute Museum, Lensfield 
Road, Cambridge is open between 230pm and 4.00pm, 
Monday to Saturday. Admission is fire. Special arrange- 
ments can be made for school groups.To find out about 
forthcoming special events, ring Dr Davis on 
01223336540. 


‘Are We 
Nearly There?' 

Drama-related events for children over 
the half-term 

Haymarbet Theatre, Leicester 
The Pippin Club theatre has 
performances and workshops every 
Saturday for 4-7yr olds. This weekend 
it's The Ugly Duckling by Little Angel 
Theatre Company, with storytelling, 
puppets and music in the Studio 
Theatre, 

Sal 19 Oct, 1 lam- 12pm. Adult, £3.50; 
child, £2. 50. (0116-253 9797) 

Royal Exchange, Manchester 
Members of the company lead 
afternoon workshops for 10-12 year 
olds in Manchester Town Hall 
Limited places need booking in 
advance. Wed 23 and Fri 25 Oel; £3 
per workshop, £5 for two. Contact 
Dawn Chadwick (0161-833 9333). 

Royal National Theatre, Loudon 
Although there arc no workshops, 
parents can take their children on a 
behind-the-scenes tour of the theatre, 
taking in the backstage, dressing 
rooms and technical areas. Meet in 
the Littleton Foyer. Dailv. 1130pm 
and 5 JOpra. (0171-633 6880) 

Traverse Theatre, Edinburgh 
Opera Circus perform King Stag, a 
theatre fantasy with plenty of 
colourful costumes. A workshop 
based on the production is open to all 
ages. For workshop (Sat. 11 am- 1pm), 
ask for Claire Beattie. Performances: 
Thur 24-Sal 26. 730pm; £7. cone £4. 
Performance plus workshop: £9, cone 
£5 (0131-228 1404). 

BAC, London 

Tragedy, melodrama and physical 
theatre combine in the Time 
Machine workshop for 8-1 1 year olds. 
Young performers will put on their 
awn draw for family and friends at 
the end of the week. Oct 21-25, 2- 
4pm; £15-25. 

Fbr younger children (5-7) thcrc's.4 
day in the Life of the Jungle which 
mixes drama with some craft)’ mask 
making Oct 21-25 1030am- 1230pm 
(£15-25). (0171-223 2113) 

The Tramway Theatre, Glasgow 
The Oily Cart Company perform The 
Roly Poly Pudding, jam-packed with 
puppets and participation. Children, 
from 3 to 10, are encouraged to join 
in and solve Roly Poly puzzles. 19 
Oct, lam; £1.(0141-2875511) 

Liese Spencer 


tel: 0171 293 2222 
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Fax: 0171 293 2505 


. .. Skiing Holidays 


. _ Siding Holidays 


Lunn Poly 

The L K's Xo.J Holiday Shop 


UP TO 



THOMSON SKI 
HOLIDAYS 



At bun Poly y» P* to *• « «■ * toMip fcatmd h 

bradmn. Ttt Y« «■« Ofstaas AW h Fmc. tea !■* 060 ptr r«atft 

All we ask Ss that yo« take o«t oar lop quality bstiday Imwraace wkea hook. 

Alternatively, yon chH thus. fneimwac* « any Ski hlktay mstfcgflWor 

t . yoir total L... P.IV ".May »» .»»"« 

hnltoays. % /j ttat's wtat ImMy No.1. 



Lunn Poly 
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01252 616789 


SKI PEAK. Specialists to Vau|any 
(Atpe tTHuez)- Chalets, Hauls. 
■ala. Superb cabins, ski (pitting, 
chad can. short transtara. TaL 
(01252) 794941. ATOL 2B97ATO. 

A GREAT SELECTION at catered 
chateto (n Europe & Canada. SM 
Total (01 B1) MS 8822. AST A 
ATOL 

X-COUWTRV SKUNQ hi putty ltd 
vSaQM- totem. friendly hotah. No 
errands, no tHl quaum. Great lor 
boatman. Haad—te r (01806) 
43220 AITO 8412 ATOL. 

BKS SKUNQ, SHALL VILLAGES. 
Lea Arcs, 3 Valtoya/ VafcnoreL 
Bccallent Ctatafs/HomiE. From 
nasi ssuous fun oin 406 
1018. 

PLAGUE. Prfwto aprtnM, 
dps 5 . colour TV, ad) pints. Av 
Oac-Aprtt. £200-3S0pw. 01277 
214443. 

SIMPLY SKL OuaBy dwfeto In 
EurepaTa lap ranrtK CouKham, 
Merfbal, La Ptagno, Vartdar, Val 
tftCML Ptaeae cal OWi OK 6323 
ABTA V 1337 ATOL 1032 AITO 


LA PLAGNE, tow rent, charming p«V 
«*U tamiy tot, 3 bad 2 bath, act 
pitta, mb, aipa err < 0171 ) 

6074080. 
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GFOOT TRAVEL 
'ASGENQERE 

ACCOM ft 
CHALETS 
APARTS 
DATCS 
SKIING 


CATERED CHALETS, 

Hotels a Apartments 

CANADA, USA, 
FRANCE, ITALY, 
SWITZERLAND 

Flights From 
7 UK Airports 
Snowtrain From 
Waterloo a Dover 
N. AMERICA 

01716027444 

EUROPE 

0171 6024826 

AETTA VATOL BONDED 


THIS 

NEWSPAPER 

AND YOU 

If you have a complaint 
about an ii«n in this 
newspaper which 

concerns inaccuracy, 

intrusion, harassment 

or discrimination, write 

to the editor about it. 

If you're still dissatisfied 
you can write to the 
Press Complaints 
Co mmissi on, 
an independent 
organisation established 
to uphold an editorial 
Code of Practice 
for the Press. 

THIS NEWSPAPER 
ABIDES BY 

THE PCCs DECISIONS 




1 SALISBURY SQUARE 
LONDON EC4Y 8AE 

Telephone 0171 353 1248 
Facsimile 0171 353 8355 
Tbs spate has been 
dmnuii by the publisher 


Special Interest Holidays 


An adventure of a lifetime 

...and it’s FREE (almost!) 





Call now: 

0345 69 79 69 

OuofilBiBt ewosta 


6 day hie, April 1997 

Spectacular Sinai Desert canyons and oases 
Swim in the Red Sea 
Experience sunrise on Mount Sinai 
Sleep urder the stars (optional!) 

Enjoy Middle Eastern hospitality 

Only £195* plus minimum sponsorship 

Rights, meals and accommodation Included 


SCOPE 
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Special Interest Holidays 


Okavango 

■JOURS ^SAFARIS 

Simply the best for 
tailored holidays In: 
BOTSWANA 
ZAMBIA 
ZIMBABWE 
NAMIBIA 
SOUTH AFRICA 
TANZANIA 
Tel: 0181 343 3283 
Fax: 0181 343 3287 

See ov.ctaltc 
top ai— amw|w 
fi Oadd House. yfPv 
Arcadia Avenue 
Kl London N3 2TJ 



AFRICA & 
S. AMERICA 

1MEBK T0 241 



DISCOVER UNSPOILT Europe wkh 
oonUB walking and cycling 
choices. Good food, beautiful 
loc at ions. comfy howto. Use d—- 
tor (01600) <6699 AITO 2412 
ATOL 

VIETNAM, Burma. Thailand, Laos 
and Cambodia. Eacoflad small 
Ontft tours, plus taflor-rnada idn- 
erartas. For Mendly, pamnal ser- 
vice cd indocMna Travel 0181 
695 6280. ABTAVf 337 ATOL 1B22 
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The spetia&sts in travel to 

ANTARCTICA 

to i. .*■ -I -i.- JB— . 

. ■ : vmneKsym ; 

•01817478315 


01817473108 


Eastern Europe 


PRAGUE. VIBMA, BUDAPEST and 
Stowalto. Coaa pemton a. notea 
S anil. Czadxn (01709603869. 
PRA&uriCftACOW. HotaJa fm 

Eiapppn. noMBfm ClSO tasn* 

ATOL 4093). 0154325777? 


Travel Services 


ANMUAL WO RLDWIoe trawl Inaur- 
ones coven you ter 385 days 
duration. Includes £1,000.000 
madtoal. plus faagBBoe. Optfanal 
mdraui flvoUBbio. Undemrtton at 
Ueyds. Only E 270 par pwoA. F«r 

turthardataa* eaD Mama Hearn 
« Co. quoang DBS PoOey 1 on 0171 
7393444. 



SOUTH E/tST 


Himalaya 


YWWV 3 MtollflinxA.ll 

I 11^/^ toiBtetoffatliwtrtanlnnitofttoi# 


svatoM Am nectoU bar apmta 

for MaafiuM mO 

^0137385895024(5 

Wmcmw Hem. 40 Itotten Rd, 
rw nrmve AUC WmoOxMy. WBtoMra M .13 Ml 

EXPEDITIONS mr (onnd jok> not hr 


<ti/ees 4 


Corsica 


SIMPLY CORSICA. The most beau- 
fflul laiwid In #» Matfitarranaan. 
Ufa oft* v«a* wtt pooia. seaette 
cottogaa. UySah Iwtria. mountabi 
aubarpes. an Island Vfandarlng 
prASMune and ftowar, walking & 
painting hcSday*. oibi 90S 0323. 
ARTAV1937ATOL 1923 AITO. 


Germany 


Garmany - DaRy tow cost OgMs and 
hotel uccoRimadaUan. AD major 
credit ends, naasa contact: OiW 
429 2300. ABTA ATOL 2977 1ATA. 

GERMANY - Daily low coat fltghta 
and hotel ac commodation. AB 
mater credit canto. Ptoasa con- 
tact 0181 439 2800. ABTA ATOL 
2977 IATA. 


Italy 


IDYLLIC ITALY, vfliaa, termhotiSMi, 
eaadee, hoteto, tha comptott 
•etoetton. Mdgewator'a Toacana. 
D16T 707 079S. ABTA D0219 

IDYLLIC fTALY, vfllaa. tarmhouaae, 
oaattac, hotels, the comptato 
oatodtoii. BridtsMaUer'a Toacana. 
0161 707 STBS. ABTAD0219 

SIMPLY TUSCANY A IfllBfttA. Tra- 
dUonM country villa apartments 
wlih po ol an d Ih wtofa. f ly-drtve 
hofldays to&iurtnfl channliifl. kto 
mala hotato. Pius apodal Intaresi 
HoHdayaandshortbraakatoRo- 
renca. PtasM cap 0101 OK 9023. 
ABTA V1337 ATOL 1 922 ATTO. 


If yon wish to advertise 
in this section please 
telephone tiie Travel 
Ifeam on 0171 293 9W9 
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Tel: 0171 293 2222 


travel • overseas 


rue iwnFPFWDENT WEEKEND/ SATURDAY 10 OCTOBER 1996 

0171 293 2505 
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TakeOff 


Tike Off 


Take Off 


current best buys on the world's finest airlines 


(exd taas) 


SYDNEY 

PERTH 

AUCKLAND 

BANGKOK 

HONGKONG 

SINGAPORE 

BALI 

SAIGON 

TQKtO 

DELHI 


anewr no 
talD 

£347 £585 
£329 £514 
£354 £609 
£237 £385 
£275 £441 
£242 £399 
£275 E4S5 
£275 £495 
£275 £495 
£204 £329 


NEW YORK 
BOSTON 
FLORIDA 
IDS ANGELES 
SAN FRANCISCO 
DBJVffl 

TORONTO 


MEXICO CITY 
MANILA 


tatKf ream 
fom 

£122 £179 
£129 £199 
£159 £235 
£217 £256 
£158 £255 
£256 £256 
£138 £229 
£175 £276 
£252 £329 
£273 £439 


OM«r MM 

hn 


TRAIL 


h RaiA IL< ^ \ 

A iiv m. w i K 


JOHANNESBURG £263 £385 
CAPETOWN £289 £484 


ERS >4- 


worldwide attention to detail 


HARARE £319 £511 

NAIROBI ' £2t5 £329 

DUBAI £197 £274 

CAIRO £122 £2B4 

AMSTERDAM £55 £69 

GENEVA £119 £119 

EUROSIMlTDHfBSrtB £59 
MUOMO THE WORLD £509 


THE TRAVEL EXPERTS 


WINTER SPORTS SPECIAL: 
Denver & Salt Lake City £256 return 
(must book by 31 October 1996 ) 


Fortbereti knrtown m worWwide 
Irani, TbflfMars b your one stop 
firm! shop. 

Ttafflfedonr offers non low cost 
llgUs 1 o more dosttnlhiis than 
anyoas. Experts in airfares siace 
1970, W8 CHI ta8or-make yoar very 
own package wen op to 69% iBseoaot 
on boMs aed cm febv vorkhridt. 


plus discounted q uality accommodation per room per night from 


AUSTRAUAE38 - USA £31 - AFRICA £37 • PAORCE42 • ASA £38 *ams- 

USA CW? HIRE FROM £1 3 PER DAY •CALL NOW R3R QUR WORLD OR NORTH ANBUCAOBCCTORV ON 0171-938 39ffl 


EUROPE’ 0171 361 6161, WORLDWIDE 0171 361 6261 0161 8340668 (Manchester) 

ACCOMMODATION • CAI HIRE • INSURANCE AND OVERLAND TOURS: 0171 361 SI SO 
inEot«Rn^ ^^8fiCW BrooqtoEdSW7, UGood^aWLLootkn- 
iTAmmnpoimnon pqpmuwfcrt7iMimt 2)1 J 


laUtOH. MANOiESTH GLASGOW, LSDS, OXTOSD, CAMWDGt, B/USJK, BRIGHTON ... STA TRAVEL 


CARRIER 


1 /■' 
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S PE< I A I ISIS TO 
SOUTH KR\ X 
LAST AFRICA 
\M) the 

INDIAN OCI’AN 
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HOLIDAY TRAVEL INSURANCE 


WORST ■' 


Amsterdam £35 


Nice 

Barcelona 

Glasgow 

Edinburgh 


ALL RATES ARE PLUS 2%% IPT TAX 

• Chfldren undo- 2 FREE *vtien accompanied by an adult 

• ChM ran 2-1 5 50% of rate • Double rates for all persons age 66 & over 

• No double rates for UJC - Double rates for winter sports 

PAUL MASON INSURANCE BROKfflS , DSP House, 86 Wast Hi Drive, Ifatsfield, Notts, NG181PJ 

Tel: 01623 633162/3/4 Fax: 01623 420439 


Y SO I £21 *23 Cl* 
5, 17 ; E2S £28 £22 
£ 2* j 01 £33 £28 
^ 31 f £33 £37 £30 


ANNUAL 
TRAVEL 
INSURANCE 
FROM £46. 


^ 375 0011 


0171 - 1 * Wffl 

u mn l M i » ii M m n t iwi >■*» XQB 

. COLUMBUS rTMTTN—O 


min iiimikiLA. 




means Bi 

•: •.*; 

gc|jj| 0990 Z? *9 anytime 


rnrnanm 


With Insuranoe starting 
from jtat £46. contact 
the name you can tnst 
for the best deals on 
Annual Mufti Trip cover. . 
Other policies avail- 
able - Call for details. 
For travellers under 65 
years only 


UEST Worldwide 


TTWitAvr^KTiT^T^i 


Flights Worldwide i::n ?r.>rn Around the World 


SYDNEY 

PEKTH 


£495 DELHI S3 JO 

SN HONO BONG 4JS 


General Accident 
^ Direct „ 


Wo a LA 

OifzRS 


Lend 


or*. 


f ! u-jKt nric r*. 


V- t 


-£74 

Bordeaux 

-Ll3<1 




i AUCKLAND *99 BANGKOK 

< NAIROBI 329 SINGAPORE 

HARARE 489 LANGBLBS 

1 JOHURG 399 NEW YORK 

279 TORONTO 


V 




.U'S tSOJiiiWlDc 

01ST54' 3322 


I MA i CANADA 

01S1-540 6000 


9+> 


— _ Mon-Frtsam-Bwv | 

E3 SnandSUn 9wn-5pm. B3 


CHEST WOHl .DW.DF. TRAY El 


4fl I RICHMOND RD. KINGSTON, SURREY KT2S2L OPEN 7 DAYS 


newyork smmmmimiEmmm m 

H0NGKDNG£465 DEUfl £340 SHGAP0REM2 MADRAS £429 


For Irltndly, sfllclsat larrlcs call a 

0171 482 0414 




gJgoLfBgJBSJ 


FLIGHTSEATS 


USA CANADA AUSniAUA 
NEWZEMAND SOUTH AMBOCA 
CAWflaUI FAR EAST 
MIDDLE EAST AFRICA 

THRIFTWAY 
w TRAVEL ra 
*0171-4901490 m 



01476 574111 


• LOMU tana UK. Eurap* 
andWertMda 


tot* yews 

• ROUrt-TtfrWMSMd 
BacNftckine&pwB 
APPLE WORLD TRAVEL 


01202 314499°^ 

w aigMUrwaibB wW Aearw 


Regency I jetline 

FLIGHTS I Di«csn(«l Iw l» .vi 


■fTSJJp 

I S?4r-s 49 USi • IS? I 

GREECE lr£5S CAIRO !r£1£9 Irorai.C-L Tj CAPiESEJS ifls 

wLICANTE £53 QF1ASDE E1E3 I ISRAEL 99 AFRICA IkS I 

FJEO "35 U31 '"179 IgrEece o r i Canada 

MALTA £59 SY0KEY £2-29 ■ TURKEY Its inoia zss | 

TEL AVIV 2159 UNIAFOTt £69 I CYPRES :a? fan caj.t 

GDA £189 TEJiEKIFE £29 IwiD.EAST «9 a-JSTMUA 555: 

F;TL AtcNTS FCR ini HCIOESS 


THE INDEPENDENT 


0171 419 191 9 


For choc and many other 
Vaxld Often all us anytime on: 

0345 222111 

Boole by 

6tb November *^6. 

AH foe* arc (etm from Lmdoo. 

may he cubpect to frnire d arafletnfity 

aodlnvd periods. 

For detail* and rrnnfi tj um sec 1TV 
TdritBpJBljnwBmltpu or 
Bridsit Airways Travel Shop. 


G i 2 

vorid’A’iSs tD 

'c'-.vCie from. 
cvErytiiinij Iren I - G ctar accc~. 

01865 - 481444] 

F.'i c:nm.)e: 0 19SS 43*. 5551 


CAPITAL FLIGHTS 



Raida taa Imams 

TdMir ICB Cjpis 

FtowYoik HB Tavar 

Bam IBB a*y 

mnaanuuHBiv . 




101712094000 

Greece 


rwrapapw mowing pic 
regrets Did afihough every 
reascnaMa precautkn te talan, 
noratponrittycanbe 
accaptad for fights araitor 
a ccomntodrtwi offered 
through Ihm columne, or any 
loss arising therefrom. Raadare 
are advised to taka al 
i naoBssaiy precaidians before 
artedng ntc any travel 
arangemenls. 


WdRLO DrFDU 

British Airways 


Tlicwodds tivouritcaidihe #■' 


\ THE IND^EWIEHT racamnaittfs 
Pin Crate a fc. houses in Nde- 
■my vA tapes - brauhtsktag 
ecanar y 8 empty beaches. Oao- 1 
beravafl. (0181) 7600879. ATOL 
Z757. 


GRECOHLE; FlUWENtA Escape 
packages. Hatiaax Mta, fiydrtvea 
8 eaoattaci ioui« M PalopMflasa 
Train Tours. Mainland ft Unusual 
Wands. 01422 37G99B ATDL 
AfTQ. 


. CRUISES . 




jR VC UR FREE COD' OF THE 
TRAllrlUDEP. fi'ACAiliiE 
ill 0 1 7 t TCo 29oC ATY TIME 


ATDL 1468 USA ABTAST7D1 


Overseas Travel 


RAMBLERS 1997 = REAL HOLIDAYS 

The brochitre you have been utaitmg for is Rerei 
140 REAL HOLIDAYS - d»e mast moarirsnteaiaf jekctkm of bofidbrys usagiadrle 
panning the *»orid. Walking easy to cough choices in N or w t ft die Alps. Ddwrdtes. 
Pyrenees, Spain, Skrvenb. Vrmct, Italy; Czech, ftdsnri, fotupl and tots m ore outsUe 
Earope too. Treks in Nepal and lie Aha. Ibn^r mountain bur trips in Austria. Great 
exploring holidays, waOdng and rig fa pcrine tb r o »gh o m ~Eatt>pe. Middle and Rr East. 

S. Afcice. N &. S America, New Zcnbnd and Ansrrafa. A hnge.choice of REAL holidays. 
All small escorted parties, tourist class accommodation. Mostly scheduled flight*; 
holidays to France and Ireland fay coach _ and all bached 
by SO yearn of experience. Please request abradant. 

Ramblers Holidays y^c 

Box 43, Welwyn Gaidar ALB 6FQ JHK 

mTJ| Tel;01707 331133 ftur.01707 333276 SSt 

E-roadb ttmbdi®<fi«l 4 lprxqwi . 






Ur- JK M 

If.) 


0171 7382038 

fi fTPOF-T flAV E L 


ATOL 2914 


ISIC 


© 


membership 


<^01714831898 


student travel discounts worldwide 


IS I C 


The Best Value 
worldwide. 

WCRLDCOVER 


Inspiratory 


5 iNkbeadihoBttaystoGoa J 
| from f3gg (B&8) f 
§ ThePabasof R^Httaa-fte f 


TP^vii insurance 

0800 365 121 


| taur of the north, font £1318 PI 


• Ccmprchsnsive annual xuid-trip caver fren £75 per ye.ir. 

• Unique free services 

• Oil a* 24 hours a dav. 365 Ovs a ve.v. 


a 3nBonaficeb{at llntsh s. 
Kosalan. Koala, fan S46 (B&fiJ 
Cd.fara a)fy d or bndm v 
aejwrkxN tmli^K. 01299 KZ224*. 




France • 


>AM 

LS 


Luxury Self-Drive Camping 
Mobile Home Holidays 
In Summer '97. 

From Only £95 
For Up To 6 
People. . 


O^n.h.l.k 

MWA>MUI.b«IVhl 




tr 0990 143219 

euRdnJnes 








v >:• i - - ■ ; ^ooinr: 


LOW COST FLIGHTS AmrwffighL 
01SZ75MS1B. Mon-Sal BanKBpoi 


P ? y\s<‘b l ' 

6 ^' 0161 238 5262 


DBCOUNT HJQHTS WORLDWIDE 
Travel Insuranoe leas 25%. 
WingBfWI 0121-457 8037 19632. 


0161 238 5262j 


Spain 


4&Z 


Traditional holiday 
properties of character 
and quality in 
France and Corsica. 
Many with pooL 

FREE COLOUR BROCHURE 

RING (0990) 143881 
QUOTE KEF: FSW 
Or write ttcDepuFOM, 

% ■■■«■ en C rawg n ■ 11 


rahraakiy pools, 

[ and ^Ttaga heuses in 


Our refection fstum qoaSty 
prapwtiwin the eunt drijahtrul 
ceanri or mountain lettmst. 
snnsrims cimns cwwn 
Rydrira Farry Monrail 
ST Hnbnft Rsari loistai M JQH 
jffixsv asm mb 


^Don't forget 
J to mention^ 
fle Independents 
^ten replying to i 
\.adverts J' 


■"*Z5Slfrt£ 


CHEZ NOUS, save Mo ne y Book 
Direct mHi iSM priwn oma ct 
ak types ol holiday property In 


HJBIGnotAapisie rant b hornet i 
beach. Wise DO 34 524S4066 ■ i 


. 'IVirkey 


SMPUTTUncEV t9B7brodsm out 
ruMDiKOraratM^Uydner. 
■rt Tbrtsy. away from the maln- 
sbsam. mMi our unlqua range ol 


pool* and WsnafftoWa. Plus on 
itaBde wandering p ragrarmn. 
■pactal hitarasi hoHdaya, gulat 
ouklng and Istmbu) dty 
brsMcePtssMcaBOlBl 005 9323 I 

AHTAVW3T AITX 1922 AITO I 




LV 


194 Kensington Hf SJrt M ™ 

Long Haul FHghfiOITI-aMMS 

First & Business CUSS. 0in*S38 3444 

' 215 Kensington High Street • UJfflOM VW63D 
Tonsartanltf & European B171-937 5400 
42-50 Earls Court Hoad • U) NMHW3 6R 
Long Haul Flights. 0171-838 338S 

22-24 TIM PnoiyQuwn^-WIWW^M 84 6BS 

WorWyndfi Flights: 0121-236 1234 

48 Com Street • BRtsmsSl WQ 
Worldwide Flights: 0117-929 9000 

254-284 SaucMehall * JffiSSL® 3EH 
worldwide Flights: 014 1-353 2224 

58 Deatsgafe ■ MANCffiSTER M3_2FF 
Worldwide Rights: 0161-839 6K9 
First X Btainess Class 0161-839 3434 


Australia 


ESCAPOLOGY 
MADE SIMPLE 


AUSTRALIA/NEW ZEALAND 

£449 return £299 one way 

For the lowest feres to Australia and New Zealand, 
and the best advice on planning your big trip, 
visit Aus travel. From budget accommodation to 
visas and low cost travel insurance. For your 
FREE copy of The Great Escape Guide pop into 
thp BRANP NEW GREAT ESCAPE SHOP. 


LOVE OF 
AFRICA? 


OR CALL US NOW ON: 

0171 5840202 


Botswana • Namibia • Zambia 
Zimbabwe • Sooth Africa 
Malawi •Kenya* Tanzania 
Small personal camps ami 
lodges or axhtstx group safaris 
to remote wSdentess areas 


Africa 


BEAUTY 

holu£(gj& 

For a copy of 
the worldwide 
brochure call 
Thermalia Travel 


/Ar Safari 


15 DAY 


. ABTA VMM • MOL 34961 


A wrique satecrina of Classic 
Nctcfc Game Reserves and 
Chwnfag Homes 1 Ganfans. 

IfrfhfcrewMr a re a fights la 
Cape 'towre Dwban. Mwonsbwg 
SoKth African Affair ARE 2334 -j 
SGHraMiM.UwdraimaQH 1 



£999 


Caribbean 


p' THE BRITISH 
VIRGIN ISLANDS. 


paab aad wfcct hottb «• 


INCLUDING 

* FLIGHTS + 

* 7 DAYS SAFARI * 

* 5 NIGHTS * 
BEACH HOTEL 

* 2 NIGHTS * 

ON 1st CLASS TRAIN 


Bridrir Virgin Wanda Ch* 
For a brodnre triqrbooe: 
(01^2)220477 
KTBKUapftMMiiduniiJra 


L ABTA V39S3 Atm a«a AITOi 


Gatwick/Manchester 
NOV 03/10/17/24 
DEC 01/08 
JAN 12/19/26 
FEB 2/9/16/23 
APR 6/13/20/27 
MAY 4/11/1 8/25 
JUN 1/8/15/22/29 


MARCO ISLAND BeMSHid water- 
front house. Heated pooL Vacan- 
claa OedNOK Thl 01729 S531B0. 


Telephone: IT - 
0116 255 7766 l; 


J7X."' • v - . 






T~-f 


FREEDOM 

To explore as you 
choose, with self-drive or 
fly-in tours and safaris. 
Call the area specialists 
forabracfaire. 

CebarberQ 

TELEPHONE: Travel 

0181 783 1545 

ABTAV7598 • ATOL 3748 


>4ilo 


THE ASSOCIATION 
OF INDEPENDENT 
TOUR OPERATORS 


For a 

unique range 
of real holidays 
that are fully 
bonded, flexible and 
definitely original - 
book AITO! 
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Vhat the ski brochures 

Slphen Wood gets hooked on the small print 
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y friend Magnus does not have happy 
memories of his last skiing trip. It was a 
disaster. Less than a week before he left, 
the lour operator told him that his accom- 
moc n had to be changed: instead of a three -star 
hoti the centre of the resort, he would be stay- 
ing two-star establishment a kilometre away. 

T, on the coach transfer from the airport - hav- 
ing covered that his skis had not arrived on the 
pla- he lost his passport The next morning, at 
thi;hire shop, be met someone who had made a 
Into king and paid 20 per cent less for the same 
ht> - . His own skis got to the resort two days later 
- g, with warm weather. The thaw meant that 
mjf the lifts were dosed for the rest of the week. 

, so 1 made up that story. But those things hap- 
pivhich is why they feature in every brochure: 
counterpoint to all the full-colour fan up front, 
tfnall print at the hack deals with the downside 
oiing. from delays through to nuclear disaster 
aieath. The booking conditions section (or, as 
Lams' The Edge snowboarding brochure has it, 
t" Really dull legal stuff) details how the tour 
cutor will put things right if your holiday goes 
vig. Ycu know it's important; but you are not a 
ler, ycu never wear an anorak, and you don’t 
H smal print. So I've done it for you. 
md 1 lave made important discoveries on your 
tall. Fret, they are not all the same: the small print 
ihe brehures published by the six major opera- 
f differ considerably. Second, one of them has 
her terns than the others. And third, reading 
bking ondidons is addictive. 

\I1 tou operators offer compensation to clients 
t "majc" changes to a holiday, in accoramoda- 
n, flighiixnings and so on - unless caused by force 
r.jeure. he detinilions of force majeure vary with 
dightfufcubtlety (though none of them, oddly, 
nntionsic old standby “Acts of God”), and com- 
pisaliotrrms vary, too. My imaginary friend Mag- 
n> woulhave pocketed £100 for accepting infc- 
rir accomodation from Thomson, much less if 
hihad trilled with Ncilson (£60), inghams (£40), 
oCryslaEZO) . Alternatively, of course, he could 
hac can-led the holiday and got a refund. 

lie sril print is more vague about what hap- 
pen if yget separated from your skis. All tour 
opiralonarge a ski-carriage fee of £12 on char- 
ter lighlnd if your skis don't turn up at the other 
end mo>f them, with the notable exception of 
Airiounsoraisc to refund the £12 - which is a bit 
like that 50 per cent scam of predicting the sex 
of a bab}Your money back if we get it wrong"). 
The broces all contain a rather unspecific com- 
mit men Uet your skis to you as soon as possible, 
but onlyomson and Ncilson also undertake to 
loan vous if necessary. 

Compuion for delayed skis comes with many 
of the brcres' insurance policies. Airtouis pays out 
£100 tohcplacemems. Crystal only £30 -and that 
wide vann Ls characteristic of brochure policies. 
Although)- all cost the same, about £35 a week 
for Euro bey all give you something different 
Thercn argument (ask any small-print freak) 
for readthe brochures backwards, because the 
insurant! differ more than the holidays. Say you 
fancy a »at the Hotel Aujon in Flaine on 8 Feb- 
ruary: hdo you choose between Thomson and 
First Ch. which both have a brochure price of 
£3*W» Strom the back, and it's easy. If you're 
mildly aent-prone, you go with Thomson: i is “loss 


of passport" benefit is £700, compared with the stan- 
dard £250 offered by First Choice. If you're wildly 
accident-prone, you choose First Choice: its medical 
benefits are an astonishing £l0ra, while Thomson's 
are at the bottom end of the normal £2-£5m range. 

The fashionable insurance to have this year is 
pistc-closurc cover - it even appears at the front of 
some brochures. Fust Choice. Amours, Inghams 
and Crystal include the cover in their brochure insur- 
ance: ihe best offer is Airtours', with travel to an 
alternative skiable area when 8(1 per cent of your 


resort's lifts are dosed for lack of snow -or, if that's 
impossible, £30 per day compensation instead. 
Both Neilson and Thomson, however, include the 
driving around in search of snow in the cost of the 
holiday (although you need insurance to qualify for 
compensation), 'fake a calculator if you have First 
Choice's insurance because it only kicks in when 85 
percent of the lifts arc closed; don't bother if you're 
insured with Crystal or Inghams, because they 
require that the whole resort be shut down. 

If you start a brochure at the front, you probably 


also diink the prices are the most important thing in 
iL And there's another argument for starting at the 
back. What does the small print say about prices 
printed in the brochure? Essentially, that they may be 
correct or they may not, so ask >wiir travel agent before 
booking. Once you have booked, however, all opera- 
tors guarantee that the price wiD not change - except 
for Thomson. It admits that the price could go down:, 
“if we reduce the total price of a holiday after you have 
booked h, we will charge you the new lower price". 

If that isn't quite all It seems (it wouldn't apply 


if the lower price were for a subtly different hoti- 
day), it’s a good offer -like everything else in Thom- 
son’s back pages. True, the print is not veiy small, 
which makes them a bit accessible; and there are 
weird nuggets like Crystal's off-hand “ski boots 
above size 9 may not be available in Romania". But 
I was impressed, and said so to Thomson’s product 
manager for skiing. Ian Simians. He was as pleased 
as Shakespeare would be if you told him you adored 
his stage directions. Great: I was impressed by the 
one part of his brochure that nobody reads. 



I r search of snow 


Bill jrroughs on weather variations 



Photograph: Peter Mcdiarmid 


E v< autumn, keen 
si anxiously aw ail 
nof early snow in 
the Aipich may provide 
a guidiwhal Ls to come. 
The J.week has been 
storimdie Alps, but the 
erratic w seasons of the 
last I (So years are suffi- 
cient on to justify thus 
conceAnd although the 
last fears have produced 
udequsnotv records, the 
sped if global warming 
still des many skiers' 
night es. 

Thun of dry years 
nrouue end of the IWWs 
were i as the harbinger of 
a w;-r climate. Indeed. 
IWookcd set to repeat 
this tern, with reeurd- 
hrea. warmth in Novem- 
ber a dearth of snow. 
Thee huge falls of early 

Jani*-‘t things up for what 

pro- to tv a bumper sea- 
sons! year, cold, dry con- 
Jiti rather than warmth, 
jot season off to a poor 
staind subsequent snow- 
falbre modest, especially 
in nee. despite the fact 
th;. was a distinctly cold 
wir. 

effect of global warm- 
inn winter snow -cover in 
LhAlps will depend on 
cli:es in buth temperature 
iinprecipiution. If rising 
icier aturcs are aceumpu- 
niiby increased precipita- 
tiothen th: extra snowfall 
wjlanccl ojt the eflecis of 
an^armintal higher levels. 

O' all. theunouni of snow 
formers tfiv remain unnl- 
ten or c*i increase. 

Suistui ollected in Aus- 
tria nd SwWrland since the 
Iaie9lh cetuiy suggest that 
this ompetating effect has 
ucared. AWe around 150b 
metis (SOOfocl 1. there is no 
appreiabfoend in snowfall 
over the la I0U years. At 
lowc. levelthere is a hint 


that higher temperatures 
have outweighed the effect of 
increased precipitation and 
reduced the amount of snow- 
fall. cutting the length of the 
season a bit. 

Incidentally, statistics col- 
lected since the 193Us in Cal- 
ifornia for the purposes of 
managing water resources tell 
the same story. Despite a 
u arming trend, seasonal 
snowfall in the Sierra Nevada 
has, if anything, increased 
over the last 60 years. 

StulisLics for the Alps also 
provide insights into the 
shorter term variations in 
snowfall On every timescale, 
the key word is erratic. Runs 
of good years can be fol- 
lowed bv a series of px>r 
seasons, or a bad year, sudi as 
1%9. being followed by ihe 
bumper falls of 1970. Within 


any season. Ihe same story 
applies, as Ihe .sudden 
improv ement in January 1995 
demonstrated, or conversely, 
after (he magnificent falls of 
the autumn of 1992, there was 
nearly two months of drought 
before farther snow gave a 
good end to the season. 

There is no identifiable 
rhyme or reason to these 
fluctuations. Despite the 
impression of a pattern in 
the variations over the years 
. there arc no reliable cycles 
that can be used lu predict 
whether any year will be 
good or bad. Similarly, 
within any season, the shift s 
between settled, dry sunny 
periods and stormy, snowy 
intervals are unpredictable 
more than a few days 
ahead. 

Examination of tempera- 


ture records for the Alps 
show that snowy years do 
not necessarily feature cold 
winters. Much more impor- 
tant is the amount of precip- 
itation. It follows that cold, 
dry winters such as 1964 can 
be just as disastrous as mild, 
dry ones such os 19S9, and 
last year nearly fell into this 
category. 

The ideal combination is a 
cold and stormy late aut umn 
and early winter, such as 
those that set up the seasons 
or I9SUS2 or 1992/93: fol- 
lowed by a relatively mild dry 
winter with plenty of settled, 
sunny weather to enable 
skiers to exploit the ample 
snow. By way of contrast, if 
(he weather gets veiy cold, as 
spells of January 1987 and 
February 1991 demonstrated, 
it can be too bitter in the Alps 


to enjoy the snow in the high 
resorts. 

Basic guidelines for skiers 
in search of snow remain the 
same - best options are the 
big. high resorts in high sea- 
son. But at the lower resorts, 
especially those below 1000 
metres (3300 feel) in Austria 
and below 1250 metres (4100 
feci) in the French Alps, you 
may gel little snow cover 
unless you have access to 
slopes above 1500 to 2000 
metres (4900 to 6600 feet). 
Where there are not enough 
high-level slopes, early and 
late holidays are likely to 
become increasingly risky. 

BUI Botvughs' book ‘Mountain 
Weather: A Guide for Skim 
and HiUwalkas' is published 
bv Crowood. Press, priced at 
£10.99 



The place where ttie 
pound is truly puny, 
of course, is Japan 


U nless you have cleaned up 
on the stock market, 
financing a winter sports 
holiday could be an uphill strug- 
gle. With the pound slithering 
down on its long-term decline, 
you are not going to have much 
of an uproarious apres-sfd splurge 
with, say, £100. For such an 
amount, a high street boreao de 
change this week would give you 
just 780 French francs orl90 of 
the Swiss variety. And what about 
that irritating need for German 
currency when you fly to Munich 
for onward transit to Austria? 
That £10 for the odd coffee or 
snack will become just 15 
Deutschmarks once you pay com- 
mission charges. Increasingly, it 
seems that the British abroad are 
destined to suffer the discomfi- 
ture of the chronically impecu- 
nious - unless they are emulate 
the initiative demonstrated by 
Philip Robinson of Sheffield. 

“German airports are greedy," 
Mr Robinson writes. “'Not con- 
tent with charging an airport tax, 
they make you pay again to use 
the luggage trolleys." You can, 
however, beat the system. 

“At Hamburg airport last week, 

I found the usual machines which 
swallow DM2L50 before they give 
you a trolley, then refund 50 pfen- 
nig when a trolley is returned." 
TWs being Germany, a lot of weD- 
heeled travellers don’t bother to 
collect their refund. So Mr Robin- 
son cashed in. 

‘After using my trolley, I 'sold' 
it to an American couple for a 
dollar (cutting out the middle 
man)." With a long wait before 
his flight to Manchester, Mr . 
_ Robinson deckled to go for it. “I 
strolled around the airport gath- 
ering trolleys and returning them 
to the machines for 50 pfennig 
each. I made enough. for a bottle; 
of duty-free vodka and' a bafr.of 
chocolate," 


Being short of a few pfennig, 
this column can offer only a bar 
of chocolate for other tales of get- 
ting the better of airport scams. 

T he place where the pound is 
truly puny, of course, is Japan. 
Yet even in this economic pow- 
erhouse, the Imperial family sees 
fit to travel by public transport - 
a habit that our own royals are 
only just beginning to acquire. 
Furthermore, the Japanese arc 
quite happy for their highnesses 
to travel in the company of impe- 
cunious British visitors. So last 
month I found myself sharing a 
carriage with the Crown Prince 
and his charming wife. 

Hie Japanese arc generous to 
the tourist to the extent of posi- 
tively subsidising visitors. For 
example, a week of unlimited 
travel on the country's bullet 
trains costs £167. Since a Tokyo 
to Kyoto return ticket alone 
would cost this much, it is a bar- 
gain indeed - especially when you 
.find yourself travelling royal class. 

At Morioka station, on the 
island of Honshu, one carriage of 
the 2.4Spm bullet train.to Tokyo 
was surrounded by a clump of 
besuited officials, a crowd of 
well-wishers and a mood of 
urgency. Suddenly, a cheer went 
up and the Prince and Princess 
appeared Their entourage was 
converging on coach 10. So was 
L Was there a mistake?, I asked 
a station official. He checked 
my seat reservation' and led me 
through .the .security cordon 
towards the royal couple.. 

They ’ looked considerably 
. more elegant than me; as well as 
. a' dusty old backpack. 1 was car- 
rying a'plasfic bowlful of ramen, 
the delicious noodle, soup that 
station buffets dispense for a lot 
less than a BR sandwich. But I 
'was not destined to slurp in the 
company of Japan’s future ruler. 


It turns out that the latest bullet 
(rains are double-decker, with 
first class at the lop; plebs like me 
were stuck on the lower floor, 
where the view is mostly of con- 
crete embankments. 

As we hurtled towards the 
Japanese capital at 130mph, the 
main point of interest was the 
knot of secret service men guard- 
ing their shoulder holsters and 
the steps up to the royal pair's 
quarters. At each station, the 
security men erupted onto the 
platform, where a group of well- 
wishers bowed and waved fondly 
to the royal couple. But as with 
all Japanese trains, it arrived 
perfectly on time in r Ibkyo. 

The imperial couple provided a 
fine example for our own royal 
family: that it is possible to use 
public transport and remain dig- 
nified. This week, Buckingham 
Rdacc announced that the royal 
family Ls to use public transport 
rather than insisting on limousines 
and private aircraft. Let us trav- 
ellers hope that they cause les dis- 
ruption than when the Queen 
famously took a scheduled flight 
for the first time last year. Her 
Majesty was on her way back 
from die Commonwealth confer- 
ence in New Zealand, but received 
rather better treatment than most 
travellers— the flight was diverted 
for her. The Air New Zealand 
plane she boarded in Auckland 
was the one that normally goes to 
Frankfurt, not London. 

Luckily, Her Majesty was saved 
that tiresome transfer at Ger- 
many’s busiest airport, since the 
747 touched down specially at 
Heathrow - just a five-minute 
drive from Windsor Castle 
Meanwhile, the unfortunate 
Frankfurt-bound passengers had 
an hour added to their journey 
because of the extra stop. And 
they prohabry ifad to pay DM250 
for a luggage trolley, too. 


-i. - . 
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Anna Rockall takes the Midnight Express to Amsterdam 


N estled in the pages of Viz, along 
with the adverts Cor “legal highs", 
T-shirts emblazoned with the 
familiar seven-pointed leaf, and 
indoor growing cabinets for the horticuJ- 
tu rally-minded, a company caDed Midnight 
Express advertises a “Smoker's Week- 
end" in Amsterdam. A coach takes you 
overnight to this wateiy city, drops you off 
at 9 in the morning on Saturday, and picks 
you up at 130 that night The intended 
benefit of two consecutive nights trying to 
sleep on a coach being, presumably, that 
you have no accommodation costs. 

Prior to embarking on this masochistic 
venture, i couldn't think of a purer hell 
than being dumped in a strange city after 
an uncomfortable, sleepless night and 
being expected to lake soporific drugs all 
day. 'That was before I discovered who I 
was to be travelling with. About half the 
bus was filled with a mixture of perfectly 
ordinary looking people - couples, a few 
ageing hippies, and groups of friends off 
for a fun weekend. But they were over- 
shadowed by the lads at the back of the bus; 
drunk, stoned, noisy, abusive and sexist, to 
name just a few of their sins - they sported 
skinheads and a bad attitude. A Dutch 
friend tells me that it is these men that the 
infamous Amsterdam prostitutes dislike 
the most, because of the way they burp and 
fart at inopportune moments. 

The company's introductory descrip- 
tion of its trips, so to speak, says: “We 
want you to feel that you are in Amster- 
dam the moment you step aboard our 
coach, and just like in the Amsterdam 
coffee shops, we play music..." And just 
like in the Amsterdam coffee shops, 
dope is smoked whilst on board. Wi thin 
two minutes of getting on the coach, the 
first wreaths of perfumed smoke drifted 
over. Although the introduction does not 
mention drugs, it does ask “that you are 
considerate to other passengers when you 
smoke, so if the people sitting near you 
are not smoking, you should at least offer 
them some!" 

Going through UK formalities on to 
the ferry was surprisingly trouble-free 
considering the coach reeked of illegal 



sleepless night and a strong data u 
bSfiir 24 hours was scwHalJa^ifis. 

Not being a smoker on a jpapdk* * 
had decided to hold out until the iing 
:-but despite my best intentions, uc- 
cumbed to a few drags of Su P^ r t ^ 
A1 though this sounds like a soouUse, 
I have to admit it was rather ddrgh It 

- made me fed slightly 

take much so was still able to artm. 
when asked a simple and direct qu«. 
In fact, it led to some rather rnteng 
effects at the Van Gogh museum. ± 

- was my next port of call. 

The Van Gogh museum is a wor- 
ful gem of a gallery - not ovonvhclriy 
big, like the Rijksmuseum - and s 
beautifully laid out in three large rot. 
These are mainly devoted, of course 
Van Gogh but also exhibiting some or 
paintings of the same period. Wa 
brings me to the interesting often of 
couple of puffs I had be fori go. 
There is a lifesizc bronze statu? in ■ 
museum - Farmer by Jules Galot 
which from a distance is was ewiyih 
you would expect of a bronze suue: sl 
But close up, I could have swon it u 
breathing. 

After a full day of debauchery the d 
trippers all met up, somewhat te wor 
for wear, and piled unwillingly n to tl 
coach for the return journey, "his lira 
nearly everybody - and certainlthe la- 
at the back - went straight to sep aft- 
a quick joint. 

We didn't wake up until we rched tl 
feny. We passed customs wiout'ar 
problems, and there was a wespred 
ligh ting-up of joints as soon wre wc: 
through - still in sight of theustons 
building. Perhaps it was a cckation -f 
safe passage, perhaps it was sixty to hep 
us get back to sleep again, bu seemid 


Amsterdam’s Bull Dog cafe 


substances, but we were let through 
unhindered. Having crossed the Channel, 
most people tried to get some sleep, their 
heads balanced uncomfortably on any- 
thing that offered support until we were 


woken-up, stiff-necked and cold, just 
ontside Amsterdam. 

As we stumbled out of the bus and stood 
in a daze on the street, wondering which 
direction to head in, the highly motivated 


lager louts -or in this case ganja louts 
jumped out and looked at us mockingly. 
“What the fbok are you standm' about for? 
Goin 7 to do some fbokm 7 sightseeing?" 
With deepest scorn. 


Then they goose-stepped off, no doubt 
to the nearest den of iniquity. The rest of 
us also went to a nearbycoffee shop, where 
for some reason everybody apart from 
myself thought the best antidote to a 


The Midnight Express (0121696363) 
coach to Amsterdam leaves tv Friary 
evening from Manchester aiLombn, 
price £38. The next availablaie is 1 
November. 


Tel: 0171 203 2222 
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India 




— ~ 1 

HhvAcbA 1+ 

SWOUJS+ 

From December to February each yea^ 
a deep covering of snow turns Himachal 
Pradesh into a winter playground: Shimla 
has its own natural ice-rink; not far 
away are the ski slopes of Kufri; and for 
the truly adventurous there is the thrill of 
heli-skiing on untrammelled powder snow. 


Why not combine skiing with a visit 
to Chandigarh, the city created by 
Le Corbusier in the 1950 ^ as a dramatic 
vision of India's future. Or spectacular 
Dharamshala (adopted home of the 
Dalai Lama] and unspoilt Dalhousie/ 
all nestling peacefully in the foothills of 
the magnificent Himalayas. 

An Indian winter: the next best thing 
ro an Indian summer. 


For a free brochure call 012-33 2.1 Ip 99 
or post this coupon to, India Tourist office/ 
7 Cork Street/ London WxX lLN. 
Name 


Address 


moid^ 

ijau 


Ind 18 / 9/96 


Activity Holidays 


Breathing Space. 

(Don’t take it for granted) 



Join us. 

Your aubsawfan briny oar aaunScd arikknr 
u farrrfcn Taarfcool; U* qwshrV oofaur 
magam, and mambenlifp cf am of our iOO 
bed <nupt 


We don’t. Help us keep Britain's breathing 
Voces open. Footpaths w& enable, Ugjbi places, 
beds md noodtand. Foe writes. 

RrowxM je*s,TmRAMaBJO’ lobbying 
and viglmce fane bom adantag wsfeanging 
debts of access to some of our nKHtbeatiU 

UHuiijade. 

Take 8 wsfic Take sbreaber, consider ibc 
im fares in The Kambjbs. 


Danofbinli 


Tickbox far nredranHp typo require! 

□ OnGnwy£17 □ BaAmd* £050 

□ Rmfy/taWfiZl □ Jort^WaOJO 
(tar hm wUh at mm oddm) 

Ihdar 18/wd«W™tiri4/AwU«l/on-a^d 
Donation £. IwwiewC. 



Working for wafers 


□ W. umjwrnJ/. 
)u.Td:I)aiF 


1-5 Wandsworth Road, Load cm SW8 2XX- Rtfd-Ctato NoJ 060 » 
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THE NEW FOREST- 


The Watersplask Hotel, Brockenkurst 

AA irtrk RAC CTBw • • W Commended 

AUTUMN COLOURS— 

in the NEW FOREST— 


] 



Friendly family ran Country Bouse Haul, set in 2 
acres of grounds in the heart of the beautiful 
New Forest, The hotel is recommended for its 
traditional English Cuisine, service it high 
standard of accommodation. AH 23 en-mate 
rooms have tea/coffee making, phone, 
baby Ustemng. Cosy lounge it bar with log fire. 

Colour brochure available: 

01590622344 




Ain an t dy rot bead far Che ffeu forest ooi te wrm 


and xxntfort tf a hnurios Log Kretaid zn 
Cuuntry Fboc Hbenl mtaiii aw to? rtus^i'w, find 
.•Htir q ni .-rl<Y, iwlkn if* qkciaDly uqoill ■aiwrsmrflnga atO 
the pgrfkTt (ci pooc g|iw ^' Mpm . 


M ParkheHotcl 




(AA Courtesy l Cam Swan! 1?9V51 
OitJKinflsXriew wer Brodute *th plcsw; 
Bc an Beu Road, Lyndbwst, New Forest, Hampshire 
Tet (01 703) 282944 



nr 


-m 


Doom the tLgpultn ima sf 
aw tangae W veer diOntdted 
cottage. tVter appointed dottbU 


to combat oUwartidiana with 
modem semet 

Culmjry ontiemr presented mift| 
coimummtle out, eotphusb in 
local spedelitxs Mrfr os Nev 
Fortsi Venison. MU MfcAnwt* 
and atia Organ* pnxiua. 

Id us pamper you at 
'At GolMge far At Happy few". 
rtf: 03590 625090 


English Country 

Cottages 

An unrivalled 
choice to EngUnd’i 
JowluSl UUS. 
Free 444 page 
colon* broaturr. 

Ring 

(01455)852222 

QUOTE E II ICfflnJ 




■stoatom mow our# 

NEW best ewer brochure • 
hoc off the press. Don’t • 

debgr- phone now! « 


Labs, Ms, Manb YUt 
Fed; DiMtkt, Mcfc NwUk, 
Snffofc, Oonct, WeM Cohmt, O 


01756 702200 


Ciiy Breaks 



| Bruys an j Bce| 

2 star B & B 2 nta 

E 146 . 

VOYAGE DIRECT 


0171 610 9479 


Short Breaks 




C'MAWi'!. ISLANDS 

GUERNSEY 


3DWV8BV 

AKFROMI 

0H.T- | 

DEPARTS EVERY DAY] 

(How-UtaCMS ■ 

a Xmi **7 -an Way ’•7J 
Plica jnduS;B S^Ka fern 
GAdck e BB in apabHcSBb 
A> rooms wWi colow TV. I 

PIBCE ALSO INCLUDES 

BOOK NOW 

or call for brochure 


TIMESCAPE 


| Holidays Afloat UK~] 


BEAUTIFUL WATERWAY; 
Hants. Lin baatm. (0126*8 


Channel Islands 


CHRISTMAS 
b NEW YEAR 

GUERNSEY 


e209 


TO BEMIDFUL GUBHMBf 
BOqstyurkoniGaBKt. 

aedEtater 
Hffl 

.fesnartiLl 

DBWnS 23 +28 DECEMBER 
- PKCEWCUIDES- 

•netumfi^its 

• Luxury Hottb on Guomsty 
'•Hatfwssd 

• Gala Dinnsr. and Danes 

• EnWfliranartProganjroa 
FtthylBuiaoosraLBO-aMaU 

BOOK NOW 

or ring tbrUsthar INomtdon 

0181-980 7244 

tko MfeUm SUHddmtoAnkB 
tytttayCoadi.Qdtardstab. 


TIMESCfiPE 


Cotswolds 


CHOICE OF 2 COSY STOKE COT- 
TAGES In quiet vfliaga near 
Braadsnv, each sleeps 4. Open 
Hres.luflCH.D8a of Indoo r ssAfr 
mfcig pool, knaiy waha, 4 postar 
bod, avaflabto tar 3 night braafca 
or by wsek-Nm>/Deo(not Xmas) 
from Et5(LTal Day 01388 85B84Z, 
Eva 01 386853428. 

CHRISTMAS WEEK. Luxury cot- 
tage. ktytac attnatton. (01788) 


East Anglia 


SUFFOLK (nr Stowenaffeat)- 
ChanninB Tudor cottage In lovely 
secluded Baaing, atpa 8-9- 40 
mlna coast and Canatable coun- 
try. Week a waakand lets. Tel 
{0181)2075010 


Hants/LO.W 


NEAR LOWESWATBI Working hill 
tarm quiet scenic location. Fuffy 
aqiippad canaga Mama 40. N/8. 
no pais. Tat 01900 826234 


Devon & Cornwall 


-SPOIL HER- 

VMiaSpeddVMmikr • 
our funny County 
House Hold nes*« in 1 1 acres 
of gaidens and woodmd amidst 
Nonb Devon's raffing aunuyaida 
£109.90 PP. DBSfl indosfiK, 
Fridar to Sunday Lunch. Or a 
MdwKker at £49.95 Pfcr Dmr 
|2 rigtns or more). Bsautm 
en softe bedrorans. Fabdoos 
food GnctadngveflaBrlanL 
Log Fires. Vfenn and relaxing, 
pas Welcome. No CNBdren 
RAC***AA7« 
AAgEP BJSEm gSIMBtfTMfMP 

vcvmiw. aseaa m> 
sesnotwrflND 

PENHAVENCOUKIW BOOSE 

PuHm KtOatfa, N DrnEin HL 


TELEPHONE 01237 4= 


Charmkw 
Rh OH & 


FOWEY/POLRUAH. 
watarride oottaQes wHi 
CTr, superb maws, dtaoMas ®ro«- 
abla. Pen wmcmm. TeL CT728 
87D40B 

CORMSH WELCOME OOTTAGES. 
H« off tire press new 1807 beat 
Mr colour br oehum. Phone 
nowll 017S6 7UZ2C1 

WSBID RETREAT SALCOHBE. 
Cosy Coach House U/FLR CR 
WA. Snvs. Sips 4. Partes- Court 
house , snd lodge. Sips MW. 
01830242408. 

A HME SBECnONdf oonagas on 
both coasts at Conwafl and on 
Sdfly. 1887 Broehum now ovafi- 
sWsComhhTrsdBonsJ Ccttagut. 
(01208] 872 5S9. 7 day persona! 
nrvtoa Bam - 9pni 

DEVON 1 SOMERSET Specialists. 
Choose rnun over 500 cmiagas 
Q128Z44S728 (LMHIOQ 


The Lake District 


.ANGDALE 



A Traditional Country House 
Christmas and New Year 



ASMAIHWAdX HAIL HOTEL 

Keswick- Lake District 
*+**- 

ITAa nt n i y far mer a ad y tow in 

«0«aaooUeimsdm. 


■pool taratjr ukav em«rwn Caere. 
3 Rights Xjus aid New Yru 
bmi% MinZnwJa 
and Winter breaks, with 
children tree otte froa C-lpfro- 
Far cataar btodaac ■ X* K7W7 7SE1 

fnmmism 


Ireland 


BeaDtilbl Kerry 

K®r r 

Sear Bn, now 
tuaapm 



MUJHWAITE HOUSE Wlodanaara 


WWOOWflO 
a (eoma nfln 


-Jacuzzi baths) SatsSfla TV, teo- 
inaMiq, Sauna, lyo Staam Room 
and haded hdeer poof aoMy tar 
.ourguastsT uas.2ntatas, 5 course 
- Ofanar BBS tadLVAT only ISO, 3 
nighM only El 30. Brochure 
01838443830. 

SOUTHERN LAKELAND. Superb 
quaflty Mbactions. aooomodaUon 
2 coumrysida. Lake Dtstrlet NaL 
Parte Olflctal 44 page cot breoh. 
01229660742(24 hn« 

LAKE DISTRICT WELCOME COT- 
TAOES . Hoi off the press new 
1997 best am colour broehum. 
Phone nowtt CTree 702206 

ENNBRDALE SlMpa 12, luxury 
farmhouse, v. mu equip, uw- 

atamflng Wee maw, ktyflta. 01028 
799916 


Ireland 


SHAMROCK COTTAGES, SO High 
SL WWJnotcm. Somerset. 01023 
681060. Col Bra of 280 select 
houses. DtaeRms, Afro. 
WELCOME IRISH COTTAGES. 

Cork, Kerry, danL Qahmy> Amax- 

Mfl 1/2 price 2 person accom 
cOsr.Broeh 01766 7ISZ14 
CONNEMARA CO. GALWAY 
Cashel House How - Gardena 
ftaai ainant and RUm StaMea, 
Tafc (00353) 8S31001. rat 31077. 
AN IRISH COUNTRY HOLIDAY 
homthe wkfaat choice. IndMduN 
wwes, hotels A (annhouset 
ftNnf. H0»B A Ww Shannon 
QwWna. TaT 01502 560686 

(sMITOJ 


Scotland 



Sl 

EH2 2JR 
SCOTLAND SpacUWa. Choose 
from over 540 cutlSfllw. 01282 
44572B (LNHIOT] 


Sussex 


THATOiED COTTAGE Near Bants, 
Steeps 5. Short breaks / winter 
Ms. Tst 01434 &3035B 


its 

ExcEPnorolnJjy 
properuea : roosi 
bcautSul aredcotLuid. 
FUZM MCCHUKE 

RING (013640 M 
Quote Sih^i 



SCOTLAND’S QME COT- 
TAGES . Hot C press new 
1997 beat evsnr brochure. 
Phone nowll 01 621 3 


Shrope 


ABSOLUTELY FQUS G«Or- 
gian country taxperience. 

near Luelaw. 3 amks Own 
£56. Colour BiPOM 923208 


Wales 


A niperti sriacSon of quoSy 
chonnJar CoHogae in me 
P amhr o ha tf awGonil National 
Park. AH properties furmhed 
to the highest sTandonk. 

Fhene now far bn ociow brodan 

01239-881397 P4W 

PEMBROKESHIRE 

COAST A 



BRECON BEACONS/ 
BLACK MOUNTAINS 
NATIONAL PARK 
Owr 100 self almng cottages, 
some deep up lo 30. Many lea 
fan 1250 per week btth Kama. 

01874 676446 


GOWER IdytBo 3 crown 17C tarm- 

how on suite B, B & E M, £25 l 50. 
oi: 


Mffihire <5: The Dales | 


THE FAT LAMB HOTEL 
Ravenstonedate, Cumbria. 

TtagMtanal AA** Courby Inn 
•rtfaay baitoeen Lakes and 
Dales. 12 bedrooms, open 
fas. restful atmoaphoro and 

4 DAYtShSBS BKAK 

nA programme. Joto in the tan or 
.. I'M a# back aid relax. 
Autamn Breaks aboavafetfe 
BROCHURE 01539825242 


SUPERB COTTARS. Yorta Dates, 
ttanhuubrta. Lakes, Pacta. Sykn 
entases (01244) 34370a 

YORKSHIRE DALES, Mean, Cowl 
fay * Lake dtatrict Over 200 
WesL eotMoaa. UlustnUMt 
^° chtlr *^taflday Cottagei York- 
■»«. Watar SL Sklpton. B023 
1PB (01 756) 700672. 

YORK 29% OFF. 2 star Haworth 
Court Hotel. Car Park. Cattaw, 
BreAura 01 B04 4231 EB 

MUS beautiful renovated stone 

bwa alp 4 to 18, pare welcome. 

Brochure 01729840499 
eUBOALE MOORS Cottme. ata 


Welsh Cutty \ 
Cottas 

An UNBiv^hoJce 

indw best if Walcs.| 

Freeze 
cotourmre. 

Ring ( 9)5ii22 1 

, QUOTE iMHnl 



COAST a COUNTRV 


— "ui reunn 

board taapected/g. whlsa 
Hofldejs {016B6) 62 

PEMBROKESHIRE « Mm- 

way view. Inn nasrwimre 
Tal. (01437) 532485^0. 

SNOWDONIA COAST [j*™ 
pwMdnsuta. CoasW ountry 
oretapsa and tanriha Nahn 
HoCdeys CT7S8 72081 

WALES SpadaBsta. C, eram 

ss,;s Mwo, «™‘ 


Ifyoi 
wisht 
advertil 
in this 
section 
please 
telephon 
the 

Travel 
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The low country on wheels 




The Netherlands is perfect fora half-term 
cycling holiday. By Christian Wolmar 
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l \ / ou must be mad," we 
were told several tunes 
I when we said we were 
' . ■ taking the whole family, 

M C i!! dl i* 8 J: be lhree children - 
Mo^e, Pascoe, 12, and Misha, six 
~otf for a week’s cycling holiday. 
The sceptics were proved utterly 
wrong. 

A cycling touring holiday is not 
unlike a skiing one, without the 
potential for much opres-cyde activ- 
) ities. You spend all day on a rela- 
tively strenuous activity and you 
slump down in the evening too 
exhausted to do anything other 
than eat, drink and play cards. 

, * There is, of course, one big dif- 
ference. For skiing, you look for the 
V* steepest mountains. For cycling, 
particularly with kids and unfit 
urban dwellers, you look for the 
flattest land. And that really means 
the Netherlands, apart from a few 
, bits of Belgium and Denmark. 

We took the ferry from Harwich 
to Hook of Holland, which is con- 
veniently placed to give access to 
any part of the country. Arranging 
this was not as easy as might have 
been expected. When I rang up 
Stena to book the five of us, they 
tried to charge us a total of £272, 
nearly a third more than if we had 
just taken a car, although they 
stressed that “the bicycles are free, 
sir*’. It was only when I phoned 
British Rail that I discovered there 
was a £49 Apex return fare to any- 
I where on the Dutch rail network 
using the boat train from Liverpool 
Street to Harwich. 

Conventional wisdom has it that 
cycling holidays have to be done on 
the cheap, carrying lots of kit 
between campsites or spartan youth 
hostels. We eschewed that 
liCVapproach. deciding we would stay 
*n two- and three-star hotels with 
good breakfasts to fortify us for the 
day’s exertions and take the 


SSI 

llf£j 


cycle bag each, with the sx-year-old 

carrying nothing. 

At Hook, there was a choice of 
directions, either to head inland 
past Rotterdam towards the centre 
of the country, or to go uplbe coast, 
which is signposted as the Nordzee 
route. We chose the latter. The 
cycle path to The Hague takes you 
straightaway from the main road . 
through the dunes and the market 
gardens where vast greenhouses, 
some heated by natural gay, pro- 
duce the flowers and vegetables that 
contribute much to the country's 
prosperity. 

Our holiday proved that cycling 
with relatively young children is fea- 
sible — and in any case Misha is a 
tonghie with a lot of s tamina. On 
the freestanding paths away from 
the roads, we let the kids go first, 
and them flexed our muscles a bit to 
catch them up. Again, it was just 
like skiing, except that the adults 
were faster than the kids. rather 
than the other way round. 

The first day, we made a bad mis' 
take by having an ice-cream too 
many. As we licked our way thro ugh 
it watching the thunderous rollers 
on the deserted beach at Katwijk 
aan Zee, an ominous black cloud 
appeared oyer the sea. We had 
planned to stay three miles down 
the road at Noordwqk aan Zee, and 
jumped on our bikeshoping to beat 
the storm. We failed, getting 
drenched, despite oiir wet weather 
gear, in a storm of tropical pro-, 
portions. 

The nert morning we discovered 
from my little cycle computer that 
we had done 38 miles, rather than 
the 15 or 20 we had expected that 
Misha could manage. Moreover, 
she was loving it and raring to go. 
The older kids, too, reaSy began to 
enjoy the physical exercise of 
cycling and we spent the next cou- 


ple of days buzzing through the - 
dunes - where die paths me quite 
hilly, bt$ with the wind forhmatefy 
behind us - covering the whole of 
the coast up to Den Hekter. Itiia 
very attractive landscape and far 
more varied than we had expected, 
with some extensive forests. We 
made occasional forays inland, 
where the flat land is anything but 
boring as it is broken up by canals, 

. lakes, fields of flowers and neat 
thatched cottages. The most exhil- 
arating pan was cycling along the 
huge concrete dikes, where for sev- 
eral miles there was space for us to 
cycle- five abreast, beside the sea 
without fear of getting in anyone’s 
Way. 

At Den Helder, we left our bags 
behind for a day’s touring round 
Tael, the biggest of the islands of 
the northern coast, with an exten- 
sive network of cyde paths. It was 
a bit like a classy version of 
Southend, but somehow the fact 
that there are more people on 
bicycles than in cars adds to the 
feeling that this is a country winch 
is just that bh more cjyfl&ed than 
oar pwn. 

-However, we had a few causes of 
complaint First, while the cyde 
routes are, of course, wonderful by 
British standards, they have a ten- 
dency to give out in parts of towns. 
Secondly, the famous VWs - the 
local tourist boards - axe not as 
helpful as expected, being staffed 

mainly by sullen young women with 

something better todo than give you 
advice or book hotels in neigh- 
bouring towns. Thirdly, and sur- 
prisingly, it is extremely pricey to 
take your bike on a min. 

These objections aside, Holland 
is a perfect place for a cycling hol- 
iday en famine. Flat it may be, but 
the country is anything but boring 
- and cydmg is undoubtedly die 
best way to see it 
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Getting there 

Ain The bad news is that 
World Airlines has just ended 
scheduled services on its sole 
route - London Gty to Ams- 
terdam. The good news is that 
Amsterdam still has the best 
connections of any foreign 
destination. Flights serve the 
city’s Schipboi airport from 
Aberdeen, Belfast, Birming- 
ham, Bristol, Cambridge, 
Cardiff, East Midlands, Edin- 
burgh. Glasgow, Guernsey, 
Humberside, Jersey, Leeds, 
London (City. Gatwick, 
Heathrow and Stansted), 
Luton, Manchester, Newcas- 
tle, Norwich, Southampton 
and Tceside. Most of these 
destinations are se rved by Air 
UK (0345 666777) or its part- 
ner. the Dutch airline HUM 
(0181-750 9000). i 

The lowest return fares tend 
to be available from airports m 
the London area. Air UK has 
a fare of £77 (including tax) 
for mid-week travel from Gty 
or Stansted. Agents may oner 
lower fares; for example. 
Major Travel (0171-485 7017) 
is selling Air UK flights from 
Stansted for £70 return. 

■Bains 'run four omes an 

hour from Schiphol anpo rt .to 
Amsterdam's Centraal sta- 
tion, taking 20 minutes and 

costing about £2 each way. 
There are also roil services to 
other Dutch desfrna- 

‘“OTicrDuict. airports with 
services from the UK ar ^ 
Eindhoven. Maastricht and 
Rotterdam. 

Rait One benefit of tpyel'mg 

bv train to Holland is that 
riost tickets enable yon to 
travel to « S5S 
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m London vwiw. 
Brussels, where you 
. for .Amsterdam and 
j The lowest fa** B 
L avra>- a Saturday 
K , 'chants pe' Ki!l f J / v 
tumey to Ams®*™ 
about seven hours, 
from London Lww- 
n-ect connect at 

Stena Lin* *hij* 
KjflS) to Hoek van 
J 5 where urau» depart 
rious Dutch desuna- 
*n Ape* return cons 
. anv^ation fa lhe 
jJlk London vc < Am* 
mkes about 11 hours. 


Bos: Citysprint ■ (01304 
240241) operates three buses 
ad ay from London Victoria to 
Amsterdam and other Dutch 
odes. An Ai« ticket 
return. Eorolines (0990 
143219) also has three daily 
services from London; the 
lowest fare is £29 return for 
midweek travel. £10 for other- 
days- 

Ferry: Stena Line (0990 
707070) hastwosaffingsda^ 
between Harwich and Hoek 

van Holland. The prestmtp^ 

inc structure makes it much 

SSffiSKSt 

Jr a car and four passengers 
the foot passen- 


can travel tor 

Smnarisoh, the f 001 P**** 
Sr Sefe£36 for a five-day. 

ssffi bgg 

£265 return. 


Eurolmk (01795 581000) has 
two daily sailings from Sheer- 
ness to VTissingcn; a special 
offer allows f oot passengers to 
travd; for £L0 retnrn if you 
bootand pay before the end 
of October and return by 19 
December. A car plus four 
adults costs £69 return, if you 
book by the end of October. 
Scandinavian Seaways (01255 
240240) operates from New- 
castle to Umniden, near Ams- 
terdam, until Ibe end of Octo- 
ber, starting again in February. 
A. foot passenger pays £59 
ret u rn, sharing a four-berth 
couchette . cabin, while a car . 
plus four adults sharing a 1 
higher-grade , cabin is £484. 
Lower fares may be available 
for shorter sea crossmgs from 
Dover and Folkestone to 
Calais. . 

Getting around 

‘ The most smsgje means ctf Iraos- . 
part is the tain -fast, frequent 


Rail has an ofBce in Hampshire 
(01962 773646), selling Day 
Rower tickets (£27 for unfanited 
travel), Euro Domino passes 
(three days in any month fbr £39) 
and Mnhi Rovers (five people 
trawl anywhere all day fbr £61). 

lb get you to your final 
destination, a Tain Taxi 
ticket costs £250 and entitles 
yon to a ride anywhere within 
the city limits of 80 stations 
(bat not Amsterdam, the 
Hagne, Rotterdam or 
Utrecht). Alternatively, trav- 
ellers with a valid train ticket 
can rent a bicycle for around 
£3.50 a day from many rail 
stations. Hiking your own 
bike on a train costs up to £6, 
depending on distance. 

City transport: Amsterdam 
has trams, buses and a metro. 
Tickets can be bought for indi- 
vidual journeys, but it is much 
cheaper to buy a Nadonale 
Strippenfcaart for around £5 
which allows multiple journeys 
for yon and friends up to a 
trunrimiim of 15 units (jour- 
neys within Amsterdam cost 
two or three units). You can 
use ibe same ticket on the 
Rotterdam trams, the Hague 
bus network or any other local 
public transport in Holland. 
Some tickets have a cross- 
word on the bade to keep you 
occupied while waiting. 

Accommodation 
Advance hotel bookings can 
be made through the National 
Reservation Centre (00 31 70 
317 5454); this is a special 
Enjj^ish-Ianguage line. No fee 
is charged. Bed & Breakfast 
Holland, based in Amsterdam 
(00 31 20 615 7527). can book 
B&Bs throughout the country 
if you book in advance. The 
Dutch youth hostels associa- 
tion, the NJHC, has 37 youth 
hostels, costing around £10 
per ni g ht for bed and break- 
fast; cafl 00 3120 551 3155. 

Further info rma tion 
The Netherlands ’ Board of 
Tbonsm, 18 Buckingham 
Gate, London SW1E 6LD 
(0891 200277) operates the 
shortest hours of any tourist 
office: it opens to the public : 
1 030am- 12_30pnj- The main 
tourist office in-Amsterdam is- 
opposite the main entrance to 
the Cenfraa] Station, and 
opens 9am.unl3 late daily. 




ARABIC CALLIGRAPHY 

Arabic calligraphy bos, mar the centuries, evolved into an important art farm that today finds widespread expression 
throughout the Ami world. Sometimes flamboyant, sometimes delicate, always intricate, 
exquisite examples of this ancient art can be seen all over Dubai, in a fitsemating diversity of styles. 

Luxury and Adventure 


Arabia, a land of mystery 


travellers for centuries. 


cover why. Tradition and 


and legend, has captivated 
Today, Dubai invites you to dis- 
hosptiality The adventure of a 



desert safari The excitement of sand skiing, dune driving and camel racing. Sunny blue sides and 
dean uncrowded beaches. Three fine golf courses. Superb watersports. Luxury bolds and fine 



dining. Fabulous shopping and lively 
all this and mere in Dubai with a dvwp 
to an unforgettable holiday experience. 



i nightlife. Discover 
| of 65 airiines to fly you 


Decide on Dubai 



The Dubai Experience 


DUBAI COMMERCE AND TOURISM PROMOTION BOARD 

125 Fan Man, London SW1Y 5EA, U.K. Brochure line (24 hours) Tel: (0171) 839 0581 



























had a little bay tree . . . 


Workshop: How do you 
cope with a tearaway 
tree? Anna Pavord advises 


I am hoping that you may be able to 
advise me on how to go about prun- 
ing a bay tree in my back garden. Our 
garden is a narrow town garden- just 
the width of our terrace house. The tree in 
question is right at the back, [planted it 
18 years ago as a small cutting and it is now 
approximately eight metres talL 
J like the bay tree U is lovely and pro- 
vides shelter for birds in winter and nest- 
ing places in summer. It acts as a wind- 
break so there 's a nice, sheltered place to 
sit at its foot. But it grows tugger and big- 
ger and blocks out the ligfit for the adjoin- 
ing garden. Last summer I got an estimate 
fmm a garden maintenance person to 
come and prune it in August, but he never 
turned up to do the job. This year I asked 
someone else. He said that it was a winter 
job and that all the branches should be cut 
right back, so I would end up with just a 
skeleton. Ido not think that I want my win- 
ter garden to look miserable with a skele- 
ton of a tree at the back. Can you tell me 
when the job should be done and herw it 
should be carried out? 


This rather drastic topping will spoil 
the beautiful, tapering cone shape of the 


tree. Perhaps the best way round this 
problem wDJ be to rethink the shape, and 
clip it in future as a cylinder rather than 
a cone, cutting the sides up straight 
rather than on a sloping line. 

Ms Westergaard was happy about this 
change of line. She had seen arid admired 
bays clipped as cones and cylinders in die 
Botanic Garden at Copenhagen and 
could see such a shape fitting well into 
the space at the bottom of her own gar- 
den. She is Danish herself, but has lived 
with her English husband in this Sheffield 
house for the past 20 years. 

The top will look bore and awkward 
for a while but, like yew trees, bays are 
tolerant of bard pruning. Leaves will 
grow again from the bare wood, but the 
recovery is quite slow. The best way to 
treat bay is to trim it lightly but regularly 
during summer, rather than to give it an 
occasional but vay heavy pruning. If you 
trim the tree regularly, you encourage it 
to form the solid, tight mass of green 
foliage that makes it such a good LoUrpop 
tree in a tub. 

Like Ms Westergaard, I wasn’t mad 
about the idea of the whole tree being 
chopped back to a skeleton, as one con- 
tractor had suggested. Much too drastic. 
When yew hedges are given this treat- 
ment, only one side of the hedge is done 
at a time, with a break in between to 
allow the yew to get over the shock. But 
her contractor was not suggesting even 
this nicety. The tree might have recov- 
ered, but it would have been asking a lot 
of iL Especially if, as it was standing there 
naked and shivering, Sheffield suddenly 
turned nasty and dumped it into the 
middle of a long, hard winter. 

So when should this painful behead- 
ing take place? Not before August and 
not after the end of October, I would say. 
If you were taking similar drastic action 
in reducing a deciduous tree, you would 
wait until after leaf foil before beginning 
work, and you would want it done before 
the sap started to rise again in February. 
But evergreens, such as the bay, work to 
a different clock. 

Ms Westergaard seemed worried 
about the competence of the people she 
had so far been in touch with about her 
bay. 1 suggested she should get contact 
the Arboriculture! Association, which 
could recommend a qualified tree sur- 
geon in her area. She cares about the 
garden very much. It was all concrete 
when she and her husband arrived, 
with cement washing up around the 


Hanne Westergaard ’s bay tree is, as she 
says, lovely. Nobody has ever told it that 
it's not supposed to be hardy enough to 
survive in Sheffield. It has grown at an 
extraordinary rate since she planted it, 
and has waltzed through Yorkshire win- 
ters without a hiccup. She estimates that 
it is about 25ft tall and it sbows no signs 
of stopping there. I don't know of any 
taller ones in Yorkshire (and would be 


glad to hear of any) but at Kingston 
Lacey in Dorset there's a bay 4Sft tall 


Lacey in Dorset there's a bay 4Sft tall 
and even bigger ones flourish in 
Margam Park, near Port Talbot, West 
Glamorgan. Mild coastal areas suit it 
well. 

But so, evidently, does Ms Wester- 
gaard’s garden, which is a narrow, wedge- 
shaped plot on the inside curve of a cres- 
cent. The bay tree sits at the bottom of 
the garden, the thin end of the wedge, 
growing as a tall, dense spire, with 
branches right down to the ground. 

Ms Westergaard has trimmed the 
sides of the bay fairly regularly, so the 
tree has become like a big piece of top- 
iaiy. But now her ladder runs out way 
before the top of the tree and she wor- 
ries about how she can manage it in the 
future. At least 8ft- 10ft will have to come 
off to bring the top of the bay back within 
reach of Ms Westergaard’s shears. I 
suggested that she put her ladder up 
against the tree and marked the height 
at which she would like to maintain the 
bav in future. 
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Hanne Westergaard and her bay tree 


Photograph: GuzeGan 


trunks of tbe three cherry trees that 
were the garden’s only plants. Those 
came ouL So, with more difficulty, did 
the concrete. 

Ms Westergaard persuaded the cor- 
poration’s road-sweepers to dump their 
loads of autumn leaves on her front gar- 
den. Then she carted the leaves through 
the house into the back garden to enrich 
the gravelly soil She also got some old 
paving stones from the council and laid 
those to make an informal path down the 
centre of the garden, leaving plenty of 


room for planting on either side^.: . ... • . 

There's a stone wall down one sideOf 
the garden and larch-lap fencing on the 
other. Both are swathed with climbing 
roses, pyracantha, clematis and an extra- 
ordinarily pretty little climbing tropae- 
olum, T tuberosum , at its best now with 
spurred nasturtium flowers of orange, 
hooded in red A ‘Gloire de Dijon’ 
climbing rose had taken itself up into tbe 
stratosphere, tangling with pyracantha 
around the back door of the house. 
What you looked at on the fence was not 


roses, but gnarled, thorny stem. “While 
you're here' said 'Sfo WestergaariL 
In the next half.bbur we hatched a~ 
drastic rejuvenation plan for the rose, as 
well as a hatchet job on the pyracantha. 
Meanwhfle, a frog watched us with beady 
pop eyes from his berth in tbe little pond 
on the left of the garden path. He’s not 
going to like these changes at all. 


TheArboricultural Association is at Amp- 
field House, Romsev, Hampshire S051 
9PA (01794368717). 


cuttings 


showing chunky bud baths, 
Reynolds has lemony tableware^and 
Svend Bayer has smooth, sculptural 
garden planters. The pottery ‘sjust 
outside Cranbome, near Wimbome, 
Dorset (01725 517700). 


Angle Day has its anniversary on 
Monday Since the first celebrabon in 
London's Covent Garden in 199Q, 
more than 400 groups have 
organised events, including the 
National Trust in its garderisat Acorn 
Bank and Attingham Park. The Acorn 
Bank garden (Sunday 2pm-5pm) will 
offer apple tastings, help identify 
visiters' apples, and hold pruning 
demonstrations. The garden is at 
Temple Sowerby, near Penrith. 
Cumbria (017683 61893). 

Attingham Park, near Shrewsbury, 
Shropshire (01743 709203) offers a 
guided tour of the orchard and 
pleasure grounds today and 
tomorrow, Z30pm, a display of 
unusual apples and a quiz. At Crapes 
Fruit Farm, Aldham, near Colchester, 
Essex (01206 212375), Andrew and 
Ann Tann are displaying some of their 
hundreds of apple varieties. Gift 
packs can be sent as presents. 

The parishes around Much Marcle in 
Herefoid and Worcester celebrate the 
apple this weekend and next. Jackie 
Denman has arranged orchard walks, 
apple and rider tastings, and more. 
Call 01531 670544 for details. 


weekend 

work 


Continue to pick tomatoes, which 
had a slow start this season. 'Dario 1 
(Marshalls, £1.77) has been very 
successful. Its large fruit, about four 
to a pound, make fabulous soup. 

Sow lawn seed in areas that have 
been well dug, raked and cleared of 
stones and debris. The warm, moist 
soil will encourage seed to 
germinate and grow before frost 
strikes. 

Cut back dying stems of 
herbaceous perennials and compost 
them, but leave penstemons until 
March, so as to avoid frost damage 
to young growth. 
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Tom Barber advises on leaf clearance 
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I t seems a little intemper- 
ate to curse trees because 
their leaves fall off. The 
inconvenience, however, can 
be real enough, and poetic 
m usings on nature’s rich 
cyclical pageant are scant 
comfort when faced with all 
those rotting autumn, corpses. 

A smothering of fallen 
leaves can kill grass and other 
low-growing plants and will 
congeal on paths and drive- 
ways to form a soggy, slippery 
mess. They gleefully block 
gutters and drains and can 
also provide a winter refuge 
for the fungal spores of exist- 
ing diseases such as scab and 
blackspoL 

Leaves landing in ponds 
slowly putrefy into a stinky 
black gunk which can pollute 
the water, if you have ponds 
that are liable to leaf inva- 
sion, cover the water with 
netting during autumn, or 
fish the leaves out while they 
are still afloat • 

If your deceased leaves do 
not carry any of these threats, 
then repress any tendency 
you have for tidiness and let 
them alone. Leaf clearing is 
tedious at tbe best of times. 
Besides, in a suitable place 
such as a shrubby border, an 
annual dressing of leaves is 
positively beneficial, forming 
a natural mulch and returning 
valuable nutrients to the soil 
But if a leaf cull is required, 
you have three choices: the 
rake, the wheeled leaf- 
sweeper and the blower-vac. 

The good news is that not 
only is a take the cheapest and 
simplest tool, but also, in most 
situations, ir is as fast as any- 
thing else and often tbe most 
effective. Spring-tined and 
stone rakes are pretty hope- 


less, as they (juiddy become 
dogged with impaled leaves. 
Do yourself the favour of get- 
ting one that has been 
designed for the job, with 
broader or softer heads, such 
as the rubber-toothed Wizard 
from Bulldog or the plastic 
leaf rake from Spear and Jack- 
son. A traditionalist may opt 
for a heather besom, which, if 
handled with energetic dex- 
terity, does an excellent job. 

Picking up the assembled 
piles of leaves is swiftest using 
a simple pair of wooden 
boards, but if repeated bend- 
ing and lifting is a problem 
get yourself a long-handled 
leaf-grabber. 

For moving the piles to 
wherever you want them, I 
find a large, tough sheet the 
best bet, though you need to 
be able to lift the thing, and 
you may find a capacious 
wheelbarrow Is easier to 
manage. 

Lawn-sweepers operate 
just like a carpet-sweeper, 
with wheels turning a series 
of brushes that propel the 
debris into a rear-mounted 
bag. They work best on areas 
such as good turf and hard 
surfaces (not gravel) but are 
less satisfactory If the ground 
is uneven. There is not much 
to choose between the vari- 
ous models on the market, 
though wider machines will 
obviously complete die task 
in a shorter time. 

Powered leaf-collectors 
are a relatively recent com- 
modity. They employ either 
a vacuum to suck the leaves 
up into a bag, or a btawer that 
harries them into more eas- 
ily raked up heaps. Many 
have both, and some also 
incorporate a shredder which 


chops the leaves up as they 
are drawn in, reducing both 
their volume and their com- 
posting time. 

The cheapest electric leaf- 
collectors can now be had for 
less than £100. But, as with 
most garden machinery, the 
best performance almost 
always comes from larger, 
heavier and more expensive 
models. 

Call me a Luddite, but on 
the whole these machines 
seem to be more trouble than 
they are worth, being no 
quicker than a vigorously 
wielded rake and certainly no 
more thorough, especially 
when you are faced with wet 
leaves, twigs and fruit. I sug- 
gest you tiy one out before 
you buy. 

A cheaper alternative on 
grass is to use a mower on its 
highest setting, with a grass 
box fitted. TTiis will pick up 
most of a leafy carpet, and 
shred it into the bargain. 

Never discard the leaves 
that you have laboured to 
collect, as they produce the 
most marvellous of ail 
organic materials. They take 
time to decompose so are 
best dealt with in their own 
pile rather than the compost 
heap. You will have to wait 
between one year and two 
before you've got usable leaf 
mould, though mixing in 
some grass clippings die fol- 
lowing spring will speed 
things up. 

A simple wire cage is quite 
adequate. Firmly tread down 
each addition of leaves and 
add a little water if they are 
diy. For smaller quantities 
you eould just use plastic 
sacks. It's worth it in the 
end. Honest. 
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Rve go mad in Shropshire 

Daniel Butler and friends found historic Bishop’s Castle rich in scenery and pubs 

jj e historic road from ■ . ■ ■ ' ■ ■ ■ i our own walk was comnarativelv 

■ I . Ludlow past Stokesay 
I was controlled, probably 
I from the 8th century, bv 


h e historic road from 
■ I Ludlow past Stokesay 

I was controlled, probably 

I from the 8th century ; by 
the bishops of Hereford who built 
a castle where the gap narrows 
between the mountain lines of the 
Long Mynd and the Cliin Forest. 
Only a small garrison was needed to 
keep a check on the Welsh and to 
regulate the town which had sprung 
up oh this *road of the castles’.” ~ 

The Encyclopaedia Briiannica’s 
entry for Bishop's Castle is hardly 
exhaustive,' but the brief reference 
to the critical role of geography was 
enough to send five of us off to 
investigate the area’s walking pos- 
sibilities. Although it now has a 
marvellous feeling of tranquillity, 
for several centuries this small 
Shropshire market town lay at the 
heart of some off the most fought 
over terrain in Britain. 

There are several excellent pubs, 
but we chose to start and finish our 
walk in The Three Tins, a former 
coaching inn. with its own brewery, 
dating back to the I7th century. Its 
helpful manager, Keith Kightley, 
sorted out a selection of suitable 
walks, promising a hot meal on our 
return. With a couple of two-year- 
olds in tow, we picked a short walk 
south of the town, to Cwmmawr 
Dingle - a path through ancient 
woodland. 

Fortified with XXX bitter we set 
off down the High Street, ignoring 
the threat of rain. We headed boldly 
for the Norman church at the bottom 
of the hill before we were turned left 
along Church Lane. This path soon 



forks and we took the right branch, 
turning left almost immediately to 
wander up a trade that forms part of 
the Shropshire Way. 

At the end, we found ourselves in 
the front garden of The Fields, a 
whitewashed cottage. We were faced 
with a choice: either carry on in a 
straight tine for a longer walk or torn 
right across open fields. The weight 
of the tockflers on our shoulders was 
beginning to tell and the pub’s gas- 


tronomic delights were starting to 
calL So we opted for the shorter 
walk, stopping first at some sloe- 
laden blackthorn hedges. As we 
harvested a tiny fraction of the 
bumper crop, we looked over superb 
views of the Long Mynd - the 16- 
mileridge that runs parallel to the 
border. In the past it was a place of 
mystery, with the rocky promonto- 
ries of the Stiperstones surrounded 
in superstition. Tbday, ft isa Mecca 


From The Three Tuns walk down 
to the'church. Turn right and then 
immediately left At the sign to 
The Pines, turn right and then left 
along the Shropshire Way. 

When you reach a whitewashed 
cottage on the right, either: 

a) Carry straight on until the 
fourth stile. Do not cross, but turn 
right Cross two more stiles, at the 
third, turn right towards a wood - 
Cwmmawr Dingle. Walkthrough, 
going right at the footbridge and 
left to the gate. Go through and 
then left and walk down the hill. 

Or b) turn right alongside the 
cottage, crossing a stile into a field. 
Go up the hill and over two more 
stiles. Then walk to the field's far 
comer and cross a stile in a tall 
hedge. Cross the next small field, 
turn right and walk down with the 
hedge on your left 

Either way, next go through a 
gate at the bottom of the field and 
turn right along a lane, then right 
again on to the road on the 
outskirts of Bishop's Castle. 


for hang- and paragliders. Although 
spectacular in any weather, the view 
was much improved by the sudden 
emergence of the sun, dappling 
everything in a warm light with the 
contours of the hills highlighted by 
£be scudding shadows of clouds. The 
improved weather brought out the 
wildlife, too, and in no time four 
pairs of buzzards were wheeling 
overhead in the stiff breeze. 

In spite of the hilly surroundings. 


our own walk was comparatively 
gentle. The toddlers were able to 
run alongside, chasing the dog and 
diving into hedges for the last of the 
blackberries. We continued over the 
ridge, crossing a rickety stile to be 
confronted by views north and west 
into Wales. Then we crossed 
another open field, aiming for a 
stile, beautifully framed in a wall of 
overgrown hedge and strongly rem- 
iniscent of a castle doorway. After 
crossing the next, much smaller, 
field and yet another stile, we were 
in the bottom comer of the wood - 
where the children were delighted 
to spot the white-and-red tops of fly 
agaric, those classic “toadstools” 
beloved by illustrators and garden 
gnome manufacturers. 

By now. however, there was just 
one thing on our minds - how 
quickly could we get to our wild 
mushrooms on a bed of black mush- 
room rice and the casserole of 
chicken and duck? Just as impor- 
tant, which of the pub brewery’s 
four beers would we pick to go with 
ft? So the toddlers were swept on to 
shoulders and we completed the 
final half mile into town at a jog. 

The meal was everything we had 
hoped and all five of us were soon 
too full to consider the afternoon 
stroll which the scenery deserved, 
but we compensated for this by 
watching a peregrine circling high 
above the town. Then we set off on 
a guided tour of the brewery. 
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Maps; OS Landranger 137; 
Pathfinder 930. The Three Tuns 
(01 588-638797} also provids maps. 


Duff Hart- 
Davis Time to 
harvest the 
silver apples of 
the moon, the 
golden apples 
of the sun’, as 
Yeats would 
have it 

O ne of my clearest 

boyhood memories is 
of a man called Alan 
falling out of a big old 
Blenheim Orange tree when 
picking apples. To this day I 
can hear the terrible thump 
as he hit the ground, and the 
shocked hush that prevailed 
while he was carried off on a 
hurdle. 

In spite of that disturbing 
recollection, I love 
harvesting apples, especially 
from trees that are tall 
enough for me to indulge 
atavistic instincts and swing 
about the branches. Standing 
on a ladder is one thing, 
launching off into the canopy 
quite another. 

Up there, safety depends 
on reading the strength of 
individual branches, and I 
cover myself by choosing 
positions that have natural 
back-ups: if branch A breaks, 
for example, branch B will 
act as a second line of 
defence, and I can also grab 
branch C to take some of the 
weight. 

In a high tree, the secret is 
to have an earth-bound 
accomplice: if he or she 
possesses a safe pair of 
hands, individual apples can 
be dropped, one by one. 
Alternatively, a bag can be 
lowered and raised on a 
rope, so that the picker does 
not have to keep climbing 
down and up. 

Last weekend I hoped 1 
might achieve the ultimate 
picking experience by going 
aloft during the eclipse of 
the sun, and, by careful 
positioning of my head, 
create an eclipse of ray own, 
blotting out both sun and 
moon simultaneously behind 
one cracking Bramley. 
Yeats's “the silver apples of 
the moon, the golden apples 
of the sun” might suddenly 
acquire magical reality. 

Alas for such fancies! Not 
only was the sky overcast, 
and the sun invisible; many 
of the biggest apples turned 
out to be blemished, so that 
they will not keep. 

Nevertheless. I picked a 
barrowful from the tree, and, 
back on the ground, 
addressed myself to the 
problems of storage. I used 
once to wrap cookers 
individually in newspaper, 
but experience has proved 
this laborious process to be a 
waste of time. Our apples 
keep perfectly well 
unwrapped, in a stone-built 
shed, provided they are set 
out on the shelves so that 
none touches its neighbour. 

The Roman polymath 
Pliny the Elder recognised 
this essential truth in his 
Natural History, written in 
the 1st century AD, when he 
laid down that fruit should 
be stored “far apart so that 
the spaces between i be rows 
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may admit a uniform 
draught". 

Pliny also recommended 
that apples should be 
gathered u after the autumn 
equinox, and not before the 
16lh day of the moon nor 
later than the 2Sih, nor on u 
rainy day. nor till an hour 
after sunrise". 

1 cannot claim that these 
quotations spring from 
regular readings of Pliny. 
Rather, they come from 
Ripest Apples, an engaging 
little anthology of poet ry and 
prose collected by the 
Gloucestershire antiquarian 
Roy Palmer and published to 
celebrate Apple Day, on 
Monday. 21 October. 

Living as he does in strong 
cider country. Mr Palmer 
includes many pieces about 
that heady brew, not least a 
ditty about Cider Annie, whe 
was well known around 
Ledbury in the Fifties: 

Old Cider Annie she has 
gone 

To orchards in the sky 

No longer need she trudge 
the road 

For life has passed her by. . . 

No more lying in the ditch 

And no more in the bam: 

She's resting in an orchard 
now 

And mnhing can her harm. 

An early report from 
Worcestershire has workmen 
drinking 16 pints of cider a 
day, but “a lot if we can get 
it". A 19ih-century 
document records how. on 
the eve of the Epiphany. 
Devon fanners would go ou 
into the orchards at night 
with their families and 
labourers and. “amidst loud 
cheers and discharges of 
firearms", pour libations of 
cider at the fool of the trees 
to ensure next season's 
harvest. 

“Stay me with flagons, 
comfort me with apples", 
runs the Song of Solomon; 
and this anthology contains 
much good cheer. Yet not a 
is jollity. Thomas Cogan. 
writing in 1584. warned that 
new apples, eaten before 
they are fully ripe, “hurt tht 
sinewes” and “brcede wind 
in the second digestion". 

Four centuries on. a bitte 
taste derives from a 
government statistic which 
shows that the area of 
orchards in the United 
Kingdom fell by more than 
50 per cent between 1970 
and 1994; and a poem by 
Edward Garfitt, published i 
1987, echoes the same sad 


Firre apple trees 
Are all the stranger sees 
In what the \illage calls 
The Orchard Field. 

Others, as they pass. 

See only trees and grass 
Where to our tillage eyes 
A ravished orchard lies. 

'Ripest Apples ' « published b 
The Big Apple Association. 
Woodcraft, Pulley, Ledbury, 
Herefordshire HRS 3RD, prit 
£5.95. 
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A spice worth its weight in gold 

Saffron is fun to grow at home, and tastes delicious, writes Patricia Cleveland-Peck 

S affron, the spice - 
obtained from Crocus 
sathw, was once a 
flourishing industry in 


S affron, the spice 
obtained from Crocus 
sathw, was once a 
flourishing industry in 
England. In 1597 Gerard 
wrote in his Herbal 
growth plennfoHy inGuo- 
b rid gc shire. Saffron Walden 

aSdfther places thereabouts 

as come in the fields . 
Today, Caroline Riden »S 

one ofthc few people s the 

UK producing the home 
crown plant in bulk. As an 

j**>n be ready for harvest. 
Then Ms Riden DW* 
laborious lask ofhand-pictons 

the three scarlet stigmas torn 

each mauve flower, dry^ 
the -small. ,=«? auc . s 'S^: 

SSistoml50flwan.‘o 

produce one gram of 
JEJffySdft conns 
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delighted when they flowered 
the following October. The 
dried stigmas prodded only - 
enough saffron to flavpur^- 
tfch 5ricfi, but she had.estal^ 
lished the principle- growing 

saffron was llt , 

**It need not be dnficult, 

she says- “You begin by pre- 
%ETa* soil in a sunny 
Sol Dig in manure and* as , 
‘the crocuses pnjfer a ^bgbtty 
alkaline soil, add a httle bme 

ffne^ssaiy. Plant the conns 


between June and August 
about 12cm (5in) deep and a 

similar distance apart" 

-- Ms Riden’s original expe- 
rience proves that the plant 
also flower in pots. Flow- 
ering itself is triggered by a fell 
in temperature and usually 
continues for a month or so, 
but do not expect too much 
die first year. As enchcotrin 
matures it produces baby 
conns, a process , known as 
"dortmgT; after four years die 


plant should be dug up and 
the small corms removed and 
planted separately. 

Saffron needs to be gath- 
ered daily, preferably in the 
morning. In a garden situation 
it is better to nip out the 
three brilliant red stigmas and 
leave the crocus flower in situ. 
When you've collected your 
stigmas, dry them, avoiding 
both damp and light Ms 
Riden advises first taking off 
the white base, or style, but 
this is a matter of taste - leav- 
ing it on produces a different 
“note" in the flavour. The saf- 
fron should" be wrapped in 
absorbent kitchen paper and 
dried in an airing cupboard 
for two or three days until 
brittle. It will last up to five 
years in an airtight container. 

British saffron has a sweet- 
ness not found in the im- 
ported spice. In the home- 
grown product the underlying 
slightly bitter tang is tem- 
pered with a honey scent 
This adds a distinctive quality 
to dishes such as bouillabaisse, 
paella, saffron cake, saffron 
bread - even potatoes. 

Ms Riden recommends 
using saffron in the form of 


saffron milk or saffron water. 
20 or so strands are toasted 
for a few seconds in a 
saucepan and then a table- 
spoonful of boiling water is 
added. Allow to cool and then 
add this concentrate to 150 ml 
of water or cold milk. This can 
be stored in the fridge (strain 
strands out if left for more 
than 2 days) and will give a 
golden hue and a delicious 
flavour to any dishes which 
require milk or water - it is 
especially good in pastry for 
fruit tarts. 

Ms Riden has worked out 
that a supply of I4g should 
keep an average family in saf- 
fron for - a year. For this 
amount 200 conns are needed 
but, as they don fast, a mere 
20 corms would be quite 
enough to start with. Ms 
Riden’s corms are naturalised 
and thus used to our climate; 
imported corms do not seem 
to take so kindly to our cooler 
summers. 

For details of saffron cuicfvc- 
tum and order forms for corms 
send SAE to Caroline Riden, 
Caer Estyn Ram, Rhyddin Hill, 
Caergwle, Chvyd LL1 9EF. 
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T HE INDEPENDENT 

Sweep and Shred in One 


The Ryobi Sweeper-Vac 

This new electric garden sweeper 
vac from Ryobi - a name now 
synonymous with excellent 
ergonomic design, reliability and 
value tor money - is simply britent 

Not only wifi Its powertiri 1,000 waft 
motor make light wortc ol cleaning 
up garden debris such as leaves 
and grass esppings, it will actually 
shred arto mulch everything imo 
tiny pieces - unlke some other 
devices. 

This means you can pack tar 
more Into the generous 50 Stre 
capacity ertsetion bag and 

eventual composting is much faster than normal 


Just £ 79.95 mepip 
(Save £15.00 on MRRP) 

For your convenience we've 
included a W extension cable 

with sptashpnxrf connector 

(can be used with a number of 
garden appliances) and which 
has a RRP o! £13.95. 

The RESV1000 is available for 
just £79.95 including delivery 
to your door. 




I Please send me Sweeper Vac/s at £79.95 inc. p&p 
I 1 endose my CftequWPO vstun £ matte payable to: 


Weighing just 6Ibs, the RESVi 000 is ^praodmately I newspaper PUBLISHING I N G 6 3 s 

vsff unUtkf be runrai4 Aael 1 fini< w twww i l J u 1 ® 


trill the «daM at UnwtiWrt bring supeUy ] 


balanced and easy to assemble {no fidtfiy screws or 
nuts and bolts), the machine is both simple and a 
pleasure to operate. 

HOWTO ORDER (For UJCieudsms only) 

FR In ihe coupon quoting your AccaSSAfea card nuntter. 
or send win CMQW or postal orders. NO CASH, tx 
THE INDEPENDENT GARDEN SWEEPS) OffER 
TTUEBELL HOUSE, LOMBARD ROAD, LONDON SW19 3TZ 


| My card nurnbet «s- 

j . 

| Exptry Dale: 

I Mi/Misfflfe: 

I AtMress: 


ESSE ! 


24 HOUR HOTLINE: 0181 540 BBSS ] Siyiatura . 


Postcode: 
DeytunoTet- Ho 


Access and Vfcacant»ld9ra can use ovr tea ordering . Sena to - the in 

service quotttg 1NQ636. Ptease Bflcw i# lo 28 tteys for j TRUEBELLHOt 
deivary Srifeci to svafebSty H you are not tufly satisfied. . p~l 
return wtttin 7 days ter a Ml rofml 

■ T nghBi f H M» |7 W ^ ■r- | VW » »Wfl We nijtWrr 1 "nil 'l|», Cmi, MBrf. Inu EuU 


! Sena tot THE INDEPENDENT GARDEN SWEEPER OFFER, i 
j TRUEBELL HOUSE. LOMBARD ROAD LONDON SW19 3 72 | 

* n Waw»ii»»«n«ii wnni>i»nMwi i ||nRr9 

■ T M Mwu Wt ilinrle 
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Tax-free but 
not without 
worries 


PEP mortgages are making a 
comeback. Clifford German 
weighs up the risks involved 

T en million people have a mortgage, several mil- 
lion now have tax-free personal equity plans, 
and the combination of the two in the form of a 
PEP mortgage has been around for years. But it is 
still a modest slice of the total mortgage market in 
spite of the obvious attractions of paying off the loan 
with the proceeds of a totally tax-free investment 
instead of a conventional endowment policy. 

One reason for the slow take-up of PEP mortgages 
is probably the strong trend away from products, 
which repay the mortgage in full only at the veiy end 
of the term, in favour of the traditional repayment 
mortgage, which starts reducing the size of the loan 
with the first payment. 

This in turn can be traced back to the alarming 
revelation that, because of the drop in inflation and 
in the returns on investments, some “low-cost" 
endowment policies, mostly those taken out since the 
mid-Eighties. might not actually grow fast enough to 
pay off the mortgage at the end of the term, let alone 
provide the fat surplus that most projections bandied 
around in the early Eighties. 

In fact these fears may have been exaggerated. Only 
a handful of maturing endowment mortgages so far 
have failed to cover the debt, and most insurance com- 
panies are still suggesting Lhat policies maturing in the 
next few years will cover perhaps 1.1 or even 1.2 times 
the loans' they arc linked to. But the fall in property 
values over the last five years and the phenomenon of 
negative equity also tilted the balance back in favour 
of repayment mortgages, where slowly but surely nega- 
tive equity is reduced as the debt shrinks. 

PEP mortgages may have suffered along with 
endowment mortgages, especially as the value of the 
PEP can actually fall visibly if the underlying invest- 
ments are doing badly. PEP mortgages are also seen 
as relatively inflexible, with no scope to extend the 
payment term, and lacking the automatic life insur- 
ance cover which endowment mortgages provide. 

The wheel of fortune may now be turning back as 
the property market recovers and negative equity 
begins to diminish. The appeal of PEP mortgages has 
increased visibly because the strong showing of the 
stock market has put real profits into the pockets of 
PEP investors. 

Next week Standard Life is hoping to capitalise on 
the trend by launching a mortgage package called 
Homebuilder PEP combining a PEP invested in Stan- 
dard’s own managed unit trust and fed by regular 
premiums, with a special mortgage protection policy 
to protect the payments against a sudden loss of 
earnings. There is also a critical illness option. 

Other eventualities are covered by the option to 
increase and extend the mortgage, make early repay- 
ments. and take payment holidays. The plans can be 
used to finance a property purchase or a remortgage 
of an existing property. The minimum mortgage term 
is five years, the maximum 35 The minimum starting 
age is 19 and the maximum 75. although critical ill- 
ness cover is only available to under-60s- 
Borrowers are expected to pick their own lender, 
which could include fixed-rate or discount loans. The 
PEP is invested in a relatively expensive unit trust 
with an initial charge of 5.5 per cent, an annual man- 
agement charge of 1 per cent and a bid-to-offer 
spread of 6 per cent (including the initial charge). 

But Standard Life expects to sell as many as 10,000 
PEP mortgages next year compared with around 
50.000 of its existing Homeplan unitised endowment 
mortgages. Anyone interested can apply to a Stan- 
dard Life branch, call freephone 0800-333353, or go 
to an independent financial adviser. 


The sweet 
way to sel I 



In the first of a four-part series, 
Rosalind Russell shows how to 
display a house at its best 


T he house was immaculate. Bowls of frag- 
rant pot-pourri stood in the hall, the 
paintwork was bright enough to warrant 
Ray-Bans and the master bedroom 
looked show home perfect. Upstairs in the draw- 
ing room of the honey-coloured barn conver- 
sion. the Turkish rugs, antiques and plumped- 
up sofas could have featured in a magazine 
spread. But something niggled. Having pre- 
pared a textbook house sales pitch, why did the 
vendors have the kitchen radio blaring so 
loudly that we could barely hear ourselves 
speak? The answer lay in the garden. As soon 
as we stepped outside, the roar of the Ml half 
a mile away - impossible to disguise, even with 
Radio 4 at full volume - shattered the peace of 
the Hertfordshire countryside. The owners 
were clearly distraught when another potential 
buyer said thanks, but no thanks. 

To overcome a blighted location, there’s 
little you can do except lower the price to an 
irresistible level. Fortunately, other flaws are 
cheaper to fix, and most can be dealt with for 
less than £250. 

Toys should be tucked into cupboards, beds 
made, clothes picked up off the floor, kitchen 
and bathroom kept spotless and old newspapers 
thrown out. It does not add charm to have an 
unrestored classic car rusting quietly in the 
garage alongside a cobwebby barbecue and old 


paint tins. The detritus of other people’s lives 
is deeply unattractive. If it’s not moving with ■ 
you, throw it out; if it is, pack it in a case and 
stick it in the attic. 

“Carpets should be cleaned," says Judith Wil- 
son. a stylist with Homes and Gardens, ‘‘Very 
important. It can make the difference between 
someone thinking ‘Good, Til negotiate those 
carpets in with the price’ and, ‘Oh God, we’ll 
have to replace those grubby carpets. It’ll cost 
a fortune.”’ 

Stylists should know. The reality of famous 
homes as featured in the glossies often bears 
little resemblance to the finished photo session. 
Stylists bring in vanloads of flowers, cushions, 
sofa throws, lamps, dainty china - even scones 
and jam. Seemingly fragile stars have shown a 
surprising determination to hang on to these 
extras once the shoot is over. Sadly, this service 
is not offered to the house-selling public, surely 
an unexploited gap in the market. 

“Flowers are terribly important," agrees 
Judith. “And you’ll notice show homes often 
have magazines such as Homes & Gardens in the 
sitting room to give the impression that you’re 
buying that sort of lifestyle with the house.” 

New cushion covers - plain, not patterned - 
pull together the colours in a room, as will Hab- 
itat’s new plain, off-the-peg tab-headed curtains, 
says Judith. She applied her advice to her own 


home and swept all the clutter off the mantel- 
piece, replacing it with a single vase of flowers. 

“It looked brilliant," she recalls. “Put a bowl 
of fresh apples on the dining table. And if you 
have a poky bathroom, remove the blind and 
youTI find the room looks lighter.” 

Taking the “Beware of the dog" sign from the 
front gate is also advisable. 

Sellers used to be urged to grill a few coffee 
beans, or stick a loaf of bread in the oven, and 
hope that viewers wouldn’t notice the mush- 
roomy smell of dry rot 

Hoary old chestnuts both. The latest gimmick 
is a foodie room spray. Made by the Devon- 
based firm Heatbcote and Ivory, Country 
Kitchen room sprays have been launched in the 
Carpenters and Superdrug chainstores at £1.99 
a pop. They come in four flavours: freshly 
ground coffee, lemon meringue pie, apple pie 
with cinnamon, and pink grapefruit In scent- 
sensitive Japan, demand has been enormous. 

I have to report that the coffee spray smelled 
more Tia Maria than Kenco, but the dog ticked 
his lips for half-an-bour after the testing. 

“The idea came from male customers who 
said they didn’t like the traditional peach or rose 
scents," says the sales director, Paul Lane. “We 
toyed with the idea of a bread spray, but in all 
the tests it comes out smelling tike burned 
toast." 


No such frivolities for David Bedford, an East 
Anglian estate agent. He thinks a quick, suc- 
cessful sale is all down to the survey. More era- 
daily, a pre-sale structural survey commis- 
sioned by the owner. It is made available to all 
potential buyers, then assigned to -with the cost 
reimbursed by - the eventual purchaser. 

“We advise clients selling a property more 
than 50 years old to have this done.” he says. 
“It can reassure buyers, or at least show them 
where future problems and expense may lie." 

Of Mr Bedford’s diems, 30 per cent take the 
same view. And the firm claims far fewer sales 
fall through when this survey exists. It also tends 
to discourage buyers using a survey as a last- 
minute bit of arm-twisting to knock down the 
price. “In our experience, buyers try to knock 
off £20,000 for work that might cost £3,000.” 

Sellers have the option of acting on the sur- 
vey and having repairs done themselves. 

The legal position is that although the seller 
commissions the survey, it is done in trust for 
the as yet unknown purchaser. 

“Everybody talks about the Scottish system 
of property sales being better." says Mr Bed- 
ford, “but there you can waste a fortune on sev- 
eral surveys and still not get the house. Their 
tystem [where once the offer is accepted you are 
legally bound to purchase], combined with this 
pre-sale survey, is the dream ticket." 
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Treat your gutter with respect 

Autumn is the time to check up on drainpipes, writes Josie Barnard 


B urglars love them, but most house- 
holders ignore them until they get 
blocked by falling leaves. Autumn is 
the time to consider your drainpipes. 
According to Dyno-Rod' research. 50 per 
cent of the population don’t bother, while 
just 12 per cent do an annual clear-out. 

Treve Rossoman. architectural curator at 
English Heritage, says drainpipes should be 
treated with respect. “Any broken guttering 
will quickly cause tremendous problems in 
your brickwork. And if you’ve got a house 
where the main gutter runs through the roof 
to the back, you probably won’t know 
about a blockage until your roof collapses." 

A Dyno-Rod survey- last May found that 
property surveyors would like to see more 
potential house-buyers checking their drain- 
pipes prior to purchase. 

Meanwhile. Treve Rossoman is appalled 
at the way builders have played fast and 
loose with plastic drainpipes since the war. 
■’Frontages have been ruined by houses 
being converted into flats. If bathrooms are 
at the front, they smash a hole through that 
wall ... it’s cheaper than taking the waste 
round to the side. It's an abomination." 


By contrast, Modernist architects have 
gone to some lengths to hide drainpipes, 
thereby contravening their bones ty-is-the- 
best-poticy rule. 

Michael Johnson, an architect, is be- 
mused. “Since the Beaubourg Centre in 
Paris, much architecture has been about 
expressing a building's functions. Yet the 
Beaubourg codes all its external services 
pipework in bright primary colours, except 
the drainpipes.” 

In their first historical incarnatioa drain- 
pipes were dominating features. The medi- 
eval equivalents were lead-lined wood gut- 
ters plus magnificently carved gargoyles that 
spurted rainwater through stone monster 
mouths, safely away from church walls. 

It was the Georgians who started the 
drainpipe hokey cokey, in and out of sight, 
ordering them, with the 1724 Building Act, 
round the back of houses lest they ruin Lhe 
dean look of facades. But even the Victor- 
ians, for all their table-leg-covering modesty, 
did not try to hide drainpipes completely. 

Now we have become coy. “Look at 
Slansted Airport," says Michael Johnson. 
“There is no visible evidence of how the 


rainwater gels from the roof to the ground." 

For some people, though, drainpipes are 
a point of pride. The Charles Brooking Col- 
lection at the University of Greenwich has 
more than 100 rainwater heads dating from 
between 1800 and I960, including examples 
used by builders to date their work. 

For a huge variety of modem drainpipes, 
head for the Building Centre at London's 
Govern Garden. “As far as I know,” says the 
information manager, Darren Jarvis, “this 
is the only place in Britain where you can 
come and look at an extensive collection of 
contemporaiy drainpipes. Even high-class 
builders’ merchants tend to stock only two 
or three plastic makes." 

As well as handing out catalogues for 
copper, flower-blue and ruby-red drain- 
pipes, the Building Centre offers advice. 
They can tell you about Guardian Security 
Pipes, “flush to wail and immovable" to 
flummox burglars, or, if you are more con- 
cerned with aesthetics, put you in touch with 
suppliers such as J & JW Longbottora of 
Yorkshire, who stock cast-iron drainpipes. 

But cast iron doesn’t come cheap. A job 
lot of four downpipes, 20 metres of half 


round guttering and four rainwater heads 
will cost around £350 in plastic. Double that 
figure for basic cast-iron equivalents, and 
treble it if you want plenty of fancy bits such 
as turret-style hopper heads and fleur-de- 
lis earbands. Treve Rossoman decided his 
bank balance couldn’t stand such an outlay. 

“My house is 1904, but someone put 
square plastic drainpipes on. r painted 
them dark green, which is, along with dark 
red and blue, a traditional colour for 19th- 
century guttering and downpipes.” 

Of course, the best way to appreciate die 
variety of drainpipes is simply to look 
around. My personal favourites are those 
at London’s Victoria and Albert Museum, 
where gargoyles overlook pedestrians. But 
as part of a Neo-Gothic building, the gar- 
goyles are toothless, literally. Their mouths 
arc closed; rainwater gushes down black 
drainpipe tails. 

Charles Brooking Collection, University of 
Greenwich Hanford Campus (0181-316 
9897). Call for appointment, a week ahead 
to sec specific amnples). The Building Centre, 
26 Store Street, London WC1E 7BT. 
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The renovation game 


By Penny Jackson 
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N ar borough House in Norfolk is 
a gem of a Georgian country 
house, in need of extensive 
restoration hut possessing many 
original features. It has a reception 
hall with a magnificent staircase, four 
reception rooms, a conservatory, a 
study and cloakroom. The kitchen is 
basic. There arc 10 bedrooms, but tbe 
top floor lacks electricity and water. 
The owner, in her nineties, has not 
been into some rooms for 30 years. 
The listed bouse overlooks parkland 
on the edge of the village of 
Naiborough. 10 miles from King’s 
Lynn. The once formal and part- 
walled gardens are neglected. Offers 
in the region of £175,000 Agents: 
Beltons (01553 770055). 
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Melanie Walsh and liar family outside Dancers HIH: the house has been painstafcm^y restored over the last four years 


M elanie Wblsh has a passion for old, 
• interesting buildings, so it came as no 
surprise to her three sons when the fam- 
ily upped and left their comfortable 
home to rattle around in a leaking Georgian man- 
sion. Even so, after the first two days of rough liv- 
ing in their derelict stately home in Hertfordshire, 
the Walsh boys demanded they retreat to a hotel. 

“Wc bullied the children into believing it was 
going to be a fabulous adventure, but after a week- 
end of washing over a standpipe and using a bucket 
to flush the loo, they weren’t convinced.” says Mis 
Walsh. “It was pretty awful," she admits. 

Indeed, four years ago. Dancers Hill House, with 
its 18 acres of gardens and fields, was short on all 
home comforts. Most of the running water came 
through the roof. “All the lead had been stolen and 
the rain had soaked ail the timbers. The piaster was 
loose and if you didn’t walk round with a hard hat 
you’d be knocked unconscious. The first thing we 
had to do was to make the house watertight.” 

So bad was the house, in fact, that Melanie and 
her husband Nigel chose not to tell the rest of their 
family of their plans to move there and restore il 


“Never m my lifetime", were the words of an aunt, 
when she finally dapped eyes on the project She 
was wrong. Within a couple of years the splendour 
of the Grade II- listed house had become apparent 
Rooms were unboarded to display the proportions 
of their 18th-century origins, period features were 
saved and painstakingly copied where they had 
decayed beyond repair. At the same time, the his- 
tory of the house was gradually uncovered as tbe 
Whlshes burrowed into cellars and stables. 

As Melanie drives us through Hadley Green, Bar- 
net on a mird-guided tour her love affair with 
houses, as distinct from property, is obvious; “The 
one that looks like a church was Spike Milligan’s 
house; this is the oldest cottage in the village; I’d 
love to buy that house - gorgeous. Isn’t it?” 

It is not a new interest “I got the bug when I was 
1 1. My parents wanted to move and I was fascinated 
by all the house details that kept arriving. Ever since 
then I have spent most of ray spare tone looking at 
houses. My husband is just the same. That’s why we 
are selling our house now: we need the challenge 
of something new. I suppose some people would 
think we were mad.” 


Melanie Walsh has an infectious enthusiasm. At 
Dancers HOI she points out the curious arched pas- 
sage way at the back of the drawing room that had 
been an open loggia untO incorporated into the 
building, and tbat the back of the house is higher 
from the ground than the front, to stop servants 
watching the comings and goings in the drive. We 
look at a vast bedroom with a study, that had once 
been five dark and poky rooms. In the library, home 
to the family’s mynad collections of anything from 
Dinky cars to unopened Batman packs, she points 
to a fireplace - “We had to go to Huddersfield for 
that" -and an ornate ceiling rose: “The excitement 
when we knew we oould save it". Yet, in the restored 
conservatory, imitation flowers replace the real 
thing. “They all died during a hot spell when we were 
away”, explains Melanie, 

She was unwilling to say bow much aD this restora- 
tion work cost, but Nick Staton, the agent handling 
her property, said that today a house like Dancers 
Hill, bought in a very run-down condition, would 
go for about £750,000. 

In the basement, work is under way to make the 
enormous original Idtchen habitable, with its stone 


Photograph: Edward Sykes 


flagstones and ancient range: “It’s really so that 
Nigel can cook - he’s marvellous at it - and chat- 
ter to people at the same time.” 

The house is, despite long hours with conservation 
officers and builders, first and foremost a family 
home. "We cherish its history, but it's not a museum 
piece,” says Melanie \4felsh, firmly. 

For most of the time it is overrun with friends of 
her sons, who find themselves in a child’s paradise. 
Where the formal garden ends, the fields and 
wooded wilderness begin, and a football pitch has 
even been carved out of a dealing. There are stables, 
used for tbe filming of Lady ChaUeHey's Lover, a 300- 
year-old cottage, and the remains of a 19th-century 
swimming-pool, now home to a family of moorhens. 

“ft once took me two hours to find my sons during 
a game of hide-and-seek. We have strict rules now.” 

So won’t the family miss all this space? Melanie 
is unrepentant. "They understand that we need a 
new challenge. It wifi be very exciting. In fact, I’ve 
been looking at this old asylum ..." 

Dancers HiU House is on the market for £1,350,000, 
with Statons, Hadley Green ( 0181-449 3383), 


I n Marlborough, Wiltshire, there is 
a chance to extend and modernise 
a Grade Il-listcd brick-and-flint 
house in the centre of town. The 
inside of the neo- Gothic building, 
thought to be a Victorian folly, is 
virtually a shell. A rendered brick 
extension was added early this 
century. There is planning consent to 
extend to the back of the house 
alongside the main wall.The house 
has no heating and a lean-to kitchen 
and bathroom. The asking price is in 
excess of £100,000. Agents: 
Hamptons (01672 516256). 




A bare in the heart of Swaledale, 
used for the filming oiAU. 
Creatures Great arm Small is 
being sold with permission for 
conversion into a home. The 
traditional stone bam, near Marske- 
in-Swaledale, will make a two-storey 
house with three good-sized 
reception rooms and five bedrooms. 

It stands in a field of nearly three 
acres, close to Skelton Farm, and it 
has its own access from a small 
country lane. It is six miles west of 
Richmond, just outside the Yorkshire 
Dales National Park. The guide price 
is £110, (XX). Agents are Jackson-Srops 
& Staff (01325 489948). 
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Waterside Properties 


Waterside Living 

Old Portsmouth * Hampshire 


Attractive, new properties in this 
unique and historic setting 


3 Bed town houses from £130,000 
2 Bed apartments from £75,000 

Call the Site Sales Office 

01705 873053 

Thursday-Monday • 10*n»-4pm 

King James Quay 



To advertise in 
this section please call 
the Property Team 
on 

0171 293 2302/2343. 
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DTK SERVICES 

140 Crayford Road, Crayford, Kent DAI 3PY 

• Refurbishment Specialists 

• Interior/Exterior Renovations 

• Maintenance Work 

• Painting and Decorating 

• Gardening 

Tel: 01322 520205 
Fax: 01322 520206 


Services 


ROOF PROBLEMS SOLVED 

PERMANENTLY! 




• Stop dipping tiles and slates 

• Slop rain, snow and dirt 

• Stop naH fatigue 

• Slop leaks and condensation 

• Stop pipes and tanks freezing 

• Replaces damaged or no nnderfeit 

• SAVE UP TO 80% HEAT LOSS 

• GUARANTEED FOR 25 YEARS 

Generally costs far less than re-roofing. Seen on ‘Tom otto ws World" in 
1970’s. Recognised by ihe B.B.A. Available CF.CFree. 

TRS are approved contractors using materials manufactured to BS 5750 
used in Loral Authorities, Agriculture and Industrial Buildings, Schools, 
Churches, Hospitals, Bams and thousands of residential Properties. 

♦ FOR THE BEST PRICES IN THE UK CALL: ♦ 


I BUY DIRECT - CUT OUT THE MIDDLEMAN 1 


65591 


Send the coupon today FREEPOST (no stamp required) to: 
TRS LTD; FREEPOST, BISHOP’S 5TOH7FORD, CM233YZ 
□ YES! Please arrange a brochure and FREE SURVEY 
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The lure of the West Country 

Devon and Cornwall offer not only high quality of life, but also holiday income. By Mary Wilson 

/ / o West, young man, and Leap Farm in West Anstey, south of 

■ ■ | grow up with the coun- the Exmoor National Park. This is a 
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// o West, young man, and 

■ ■ m grow up with the coun- 
I T try.” Horace Greely, 
editor of the New York 
Tribune, may have been referring to life 
in America in the 19th century, but his 
words have a particular resonance for 
Britons. Today, the urge to move west 
in this country is extremely strong. 

In Britain, people go to the West 
Country not so much to grow up, as to 
retire from busy cities. Since the Sev- 
enties. arouDd 58,000 people have 
moved to the quiet counties of Devon 
and Cornwall. The north coast gener- 
ally attracts those looking for wild 
countryside and dramatic scenery; the 
south coast is a lure for keen sailors. 

Although the train service between 
Exeter and London makes Devon the 
more accessible of the two counties, 
new road systems have vastly improved 
journeys to Cornwall: Fbwey and Fal- 
mouth are now little more than an 
hour away from Exmonth. 

“Clients who come by car frequently 
arrive an hour and a half earty because 
they have wrongly calculated how 
long the journey takes," says Jonathan 
Haward. of County Home Search in 
Truro. 

“Cornwall has a charm of its own,” 
he continues. “Three miles from Truro 
at Looe beach, you can still see oyster 
boats under sail, dredging for oysters 
- and that sort of thing is typical of the 
county. South Cornwall is a myriad 
little waterways which attract sailors of 
all standards. Novice sailors can safety 
take their boats out in creeks, and the 
more experienced can cross a more 
challenging sea between estuaries.” 

Near Heiston, not far from both 
Looe beach and the popular Helford 
river, the estate agent MQler is selling 
a Grade U-listed late-l8th-century 
mansion on the edge of the town. The 
six-bedroom house, set in half an 
acre, is priced at £175,000. 

It may not be for sale for long: estate 
agents are confident that the market 
is realty beginning to take off again in 
the West Country. Robin Thomas, of 
Strutt & Parkers Exeter office, says: 
“This summer was the busiest since 
1988. Property which is competitively 
priced is attracting purchasers prin- 
cipally from London and the Home 
Counties. It seems that they are once 
again seeing the south west as an area 
offering both quality of life and value 
for money.” Mr Thomas does not pre- 
dict a boom, but he feels that the prop- 
erty market here will continue to get 
stronger, and he anticipates that these 
conditions will continue through the 
autumn and winter. 

Buying a potential source of income 
is a popular move. Just on the market, 
through Strutt & Parker, is Deer’s 


Tel: 0171 293 2222 


Leap Farm in West Anstey, south of 
the Exmoor National Park. This is a 
19th-cemtuiy, four-bedroom farm- 
house with five holiday cottages and 30 
acres. Properties such as this are much 
in demand by those who may be retir- 
ing early, but still want some earnings. 

Each cottage is fully equipped and 
has the use of a games room, a laun- ' 
dry room and a hard tennis court At 
the moment, the cottages bring in 
about £19,500 a year, a figure that 
could be increased. The property also 
has stabling for nine horses. It is on the 
market for £400,000. 

The same agent is also selling a 
Grade II-Usted house, TDIworth 
House, near Hawkchurch, Axminster. 
in Devon. This was built in about 1840 
and has five bedrooms and extensive 
cellars. The property also has a self- 
contained fiat and cottage which in the 
past have been rented out as holiday 
let t i ngs . It has 8.5 acres, a tennis court 
and a paddock, and offers are invited 
in excess of £475,000. 

Peter Turner, of Futfords’ Plymouth 
office, says: “We are finding that peo- 
ple from the south east of England and 
also from the Midlands are frilling over 
themselves to get down to the south 
west. Inland, around tbe edge of Dart- 
moor, you have attractive countryside 
and it is easily commutable to Exeter.” 

Here, a four-bedroom family 
house could cost between £150,000 
and £200,000. Meanwhile, anything 
on the waterside will go for a song, 
and would be eminently rentable if 
bought for investment. Fulfbrds is 
selling Drake House, which has six 
bedrooms, overlooking Hope Cove, 
near Salcombe in Devon, for 
£300,00a 

There is a separate, two-bedroom 
coach bouse which could be let out for 
£480 a week in high season and £270 in 
low season. The main house itself could 
also be let, for a weekty rental of £1,180 
at peak times of the holiday season. 

All this movement west is encour- 
aging developers to build in the area. 
Alford Homes, part of the Prowling 
Group, has developments in Olce- 
hamptoo, Devon, and Saltash (known 
as die “gateway to the west”), in 
Cornwall. “Most of our customers 
move to the country to be away from 
the stresses of the dty,” says Graham 
Jackson, sales and marketing manager. 
“And we have certainly seen an 
increase of visitors from city locations 
at all. our developments, especially 
from the Midlands.” 

Strutt & Parker (01392 215631); 

Miller (01S72 74211); Fulfords (01 
548 843731); County Home Search 
(01872 223349); Alford Homes 
(01823259777) 
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Top, Fowey; Cornwall: full of charm and keen sailors. Above, A Grade-0 
listed ISth-cantury mansion near Heiston, Cornwall, on the market for - 
£175,000. Right, Tllwortti House near Axminster in Devon - offers are 
invited in excess of £475,000 Main photograph: Apex 
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New Homes 


New Homes 


New Homes 


London Property 



Style and Security. 






Dram# No. Smt conifer the benefits of Hot * 

Orar park bon* an cm of Britnls tuny peseeU raUbriU pals 
abated tiutaghnx ike OK. - 



BOUNGBROKE WALK - SW11 

A stylish new development with 12 
2-bedroom apartments, fully famished 
by an interior designer. 

Cose to Battersea Village, across the 
river from Chelsea. Each apartment has 
individual secure parking with electric 
gates. Communal landscaped garden. 

£275.00 per week (AVAILABLE NOW) 
Contact: 

0171 589 8844 
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YEOVIL 

AsntotantnU detached 
rarideDoe with 3 receptkn 
rooms. 3 bedrooms and 
2 bathroom*, garage and 
quarter ami gardens. 
G-McKfa. £155.00* 


Ml® WAL'ES 


West Country 


20 Princes Street, Yeovil, 
Somerset BA20 IEW 
Tel: DIMS 410777 Fax: 01«5 29015 


A rare opportunity for 
country living 

UNDERWOOD 

SHEPTON 

MONTAGUE 

Castle Cary (InterCity I 
3 miles, Bruton 3 miles 
2 Super Barn Conversions 
3 Hamstone Houses 
Glorious views 
over open eountrytjde. 
Further details 
available on request 



Weybridge Surrey 

Attractive 3 bedroom ed, 2 bath roomed 
apartments with large balconies, underground 
car parking and lifts to all floors. 

Prices from £240,000 to £345,000 leasehold . 

Broadwater Place, OaVands Drive, Weybridge, Surrey. 
Show apartment open daily 10-5pm 01932 2528971 
Selling Agents Curehods 01932 247777. 
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General Accident 
Auctions 

Mainly By Order of The Mortgagees 
including the Halifax Building Society 

Houses, Flats, Land and 
Commercial Premises 
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RESIDENTIAL LETTINGS 

ClerkenweO - West End 
. City - Islington - Barbican 


Dan lECWatney 
0171 253 4414 


CHARTERHOUSE SQ. EC1M 6AP 


MOVING TO THE 
WEST COUNTRY? 

Save time, expense and 
trusfration tay using a 
professional house hunflrra 
service (or property In 
, Dorset, Somerset. 
Wiltshire and Devon. 

Cotta* RURAL RELOCATION 
Tel/Fax: 01460 74110 


WESTON-SUPER-MARE 
2nd Ftoar, PB ? Md anflmoni 
hwfry ■wlroil d nnetap rant . 

. •MMtyMpmowgsrooro 
pnActad ban mvmm kmSmt 
eonj»on» Loungftdhsr, FFMcftan. 
b nSiBum. bricon^ mb, c amera yd 
MMptionB entn system. porfats, 

^«i^nndjndiQa3!ii 
■ raftamm/nixafion. vacant 

p qwMM Qw no crept putt sato , 

MUM hence pdea ORflOO. 

wfooiaMeiaaM 


r 
















the INDEPENDENT * SATURDAY 19 OCTOBER 1996 


money 


Frankie’s 
seven 
wins cost 
me £1 m 

Bookmaker Fred 
Done’s biggest 
financial mistake 
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Bad news for bookies: Ftenkie Dettori 


i ost bookmakers 
lost money when 
Rankle Dettori 
won all seven races at Ascot 
one day last month. But two 
decisions of mine made Our 
own losses even worse. 

Done Brothers runs 93 bet- 
ting shops throughout the 
North-west, and we have the 
reputation of giving the 
biggest bonuses on multiple 
bets like Yankees and Cana- 
dians. At 730am on Saturday, 
September 28, my bet control 
manager and 1 were discussing 
bonuses for the day. 

At first, we decided we were 
going io give a 50 per cent 
bonus on all Yankees in our 
early-morning price races, and 
100 percent on all Canadians. 

I was just going out, and 
then I changed my mind. I 
said: “Don't do it on the early- 
price races, do it on ail the 
races at Ascot. And double 
the bonuses, because I t hink 
we’ll have a big day today. 


WeTl give a 100 per cent 
bonus an Yankees and a 200 
per cent bonus on Canadi- 
ans.” That week. I’d already 
made another decision. We 
were due to open a new shop 
on the coming Monday, but I 
rushed it forward to Saturday. 

That afternoon, I was home 
watching racing on television. 
The bet control manager rang 
me up before the third race to 
say we’d taken several big 
bets on Dettori’s horse Mark 
of Esteem - and they added 
up to £10,000. 

He said; “Dettori's already 
won the first two races and, if 
he wins this, it’ll be no good 
for us.” So I knew we’d got 
some problems, but nothing 
very serious. 

Then the bet control man- 
ager rang again just before the 
fourth race, and said the 
phones were ringing off the 
book. We bad £6,000 riding on 
Dettori in that one. and it was 
a 12-1 chance. Then 1 knew 


we’d got problems. The bet 
control manager called me 
back into the office, some- 
thing he hasn’t had to do for 
20 years. Then, of course, 
Dettori’s fifth horse won. We 
were up to our armpits in it by 
then. 

Frankie won the sixth race, 
and we just sat there. There 
was nothing wc could do. 
We’d shortened the odds as 
much as we could. We 
couldn’t even lay off the 
money with other bookmak- 
ers, because we’d laid 10-1 on 
some of these horses in the 
morning, and now they were 
going off at 2-1, just because 
of the sheer weight of money. 
Wc would have had to put 
£200,000 or £300,000 to get 
our money back. 

Word was getting round the 
shops that Dettori had won 
the first six. The shops were 
doing triple business, and the 
punters were still betting on 
Frankie. The atmosphere in 


the shops was just electric and 
of course Frankie gave us no 
chance. He won the seventh 
as well. 

By 6 o’clock, wc knew we 
were in for £500.000. By 630, 
it had crept up to £75 0.000. 
The problem was you just 
didn’t know what the final 
liability was going to be - it 
could have been £2m or £3ra. 
It was frightening. At 730, we 
finally found that we’d just 
topped the £lm. The biggest 
payout we did was to a guy 
who’d invested £12 with us. 
and walked away with 
£200,000. Another one bet 
50p and won £57,000. 

On the Monday morning. I 
came in to work and wrote a 
full chequebook out. The 
smallest cheque was for 
£15,000. and they went up to 
£25.000. 

By 5 o'clock oq the Monday 
night, everyone had been paid 
out, and we’d blown £lm. 
The bonuses alone cost us 


£500,000. Just to nib things in. 
the shop Fd rushed to gel 
open on Saturday morning 
had lost £50.000 - another 
brilliant piece of liming on my 
part. 

Nobody's going to give a 
bookmaker any sympathy - 1 
know that, but wc got it in the 
neck. It was like being a minus 
lottery winner. The small pun- 
ters loved it. and they rubbed 
it in a bit. 

But you can't blame them 
for that - it's all purl of the 
game. You stick your neck out 
in business and*, sometimes, 
you get it chopped off. 

The Sporting Life has done 
a video of Dettori riding those 
seven winners, and I've just 
sent off for 20 copies to give to 
the punters who had a lucky' 
day. 1 can’t watch it myself - 
it’s a horror movie to me.” 

Fnti Done of Done Brothers 
( Manchester) was talking to 
Paul Slade. 


Branson’s blueprint 

Clifford German examines Virgin's new pension contender 


V irgin Direct launches its long- 
awaited personal pension plan 
this weekend, although the tim- 
ing, almost 10 years to the day after 
the great crash of 1987, seems to be 
entirely coincidental. The emphasis is 
on simplicity and flexibility. Virgin will 
not accept transfers from existing pen- 
sion plans or from the state earnings- 
related pension scheme. 

But with Richard Branson's high 
profile image behind it, the product 
seems certain to establish itself as a 
basic plank of pension planning for 
anyone who does not already have a 
long-term pension plan. It could also 
serve as a blueprint for the simplified 
pension products the Labour party is 
pledged to promote. 

Contrary to some forecasts. Virgin 
will offer free, optional advice on the 
pension, based on a full financial 
fact-find, which could take roughly 40- 
45 minutes over the phone. Anyone 
who takes out a Virgin personal pen- 
sion will receive a six-monthly report 
on the progress of the investments and 
an annual financial review, but no one 
will be bombarded with brochures 
offering other financial prodtufeahd 
Virgin wiH not sell itscustamer lists for 
other salesmen to use: 

Investors can put a minimum of 
£50 ititpThe pension plan, and pay a .. 
fiat charge of £2 per payment. Reg- 
ular savers can put in £50 a month 
increasing by 10 per cent each year 
but if they prefer to stick with the 
same level of contribution that is pos- 
sible. They can put in regular con- 
tributions or lump sums at any time, 
and they can start, stop or restart con- 
tributions at any time without any 
penalties. 

No-one pretends that £50 is 
enough even over 30 years to buy a 
full penaon, but it is better than noth- 
ing and anything is best started early 
to take full advantage of compound 
growth. 

Investors can put into a personal 
pension any amount up to the maxi- 
mum percentage of earned income 
specified by the Inland Revenue, start- 
ing at 173 per cent under 35 and ris- 
ing to 40 per cent for over-60s. Thx 
relief means that a standard rate tax- 
payer gets a £24 tax contribution for 
£76 actually invested, and top rate tax- 
payers get £40 for every £60 Invested. 

The money will be invested in 
Virgin’s own existing UK tracker 
fund, which is managed by Norwich 



Planning for peace of mind: Money is switched out of shares into government stocks as retirement age nears Photograph: Tom Piiston 


Union, with no front-end chaiges, no 
bid-to-offer spreads, and subject only 
to the 1 per cent per annum man- 
agement charge which applies to the 
tracker fund itself. However, there is 
a 23 per cent penalty for withdraw- 
ing in the first three years. 

According to Virgin’s own 
brochure, assuming the standard 
growth in the investments which all 
pension fond providers use in their 
projections, over 15 years the charges 
will take no more than 9 per cent of 
the foods invested for existing cus- 
tomers. New customers will expect to 
pay about 10 per cent in charges, 
which compares with the chaiges of 
Equitable Life, the cheapest conven- 


tional pension fund provider, and is 
significantly less than the broad indus- 
try average of around 15 per cenL Put 
another way. buyers of a Virgin Direct 
pension plan who put in £250 a month 
for 15 years can expect a pot worth 
£84,000 after charges have been 
deducted, compared with an industry 
average of around £79,000 assuming 
that in all cases the actual investments 
grow by 9 per cent a year compound. 
- The Virgin pension foods invested 
will rise or foil in line with the shares 
in the FTSE 100 share index, which 
will make monitoring the perfor- 
mance of the funds a piece of cake 
compared with the with-profits pen- 
sion funds offered by conventional 


insurance companies, where the cash 
is invested in assets which are never 
precisely identified and the funds are 
smoothed to even out the inevitable 
fluctuations in the value of shares, 
fixed-interest stocks and property. 

Virgin pension funds may well 
fluctuate more sharply? not least 
because the FTSE 100 share index 
itself is liable to fall in the short run, 
as the 30 per cent slump 10 years 
ago graphically illustrates. But over 
a working lifetime, or even over 5- 
10 year periods in the past 50 years, 
the underlying trend should be up, 
and it should outperform conven- 
tional risk-free savings plans by a 
substantial margin over time. 


As an additional safeguard Virgin, 
unless specifically requested not to, 
wQl automatically switch an individ- 
ual's pension fund out of the FTSE 
tracker fund into fixed-interest stocks 
over the final 10 years before the date 
he or she expects to retire. 

This is to guard against the possi- 
bility that the fund will be at a rela- 
tively low ebb on the precise date the 
policyholder retires. 

Virgin will not be providing the 
actual pension annuities, so there 
wQl be no inbuilt penalties for chang- 
ing providers to get the best even- 
tual pension the accumulated funds 
can buy, as frequently happens at 
present. 


Illness cover 
costs down 


Clifford German 


A nyone who has a per- 
manent health insur- 
ance policy (to pro- 
vide an income to 
policyholders who are too ill 
to work) which was taken 
out before last April should 
check they are not being 
charged too much premium. 

With effect from April, 
all benefits on individual 
policies are being paid free 
of tax until the policyholder 
returns to work, so the 
amount of cover now 
required for a given level of 
benefit is less than it was 
when the proceeds were 
taxable, and many policy- 
holders still paying the old 
rate may well be paying too 
much for cover they do not 
need. 

According to Midland 
Bank, up to a million peo- 
ple with PHI cover may be 
paying an average of £25 a 
year too much for cover 
which, under the new rules, 
would also exceed the ceil- 
ing which PHI providers 
want to pay. 

Most providers would 
originally cover a maximum 
of 70-75 per cent of gross 
income prior to the claim, 
less any state benefits which 
may be payable, so that 
policyholders do actually 
have an incentive to go back 
to work if they can. 

Now the benefits are tax- 
free the entitlement could 
well exceed these thresholds 
and some long-standing 
policyholders could be bet- 
ter off not working. But the 
majority who want to work 
might think they arc now 
paying too much. 

Midland is not planning 
to renegotiate existing poli- 
cies, but it is reducing the 
cover it offers on new poli- 
cies to keep the actual ben- 
efits payable net to roughly 
the old gross levels. It is 
scaling down the premiums 
accordingly. 


on PHI changes 


It is also writing to its 
established PHI policy- 
holders suggesting they 
could reduce the level of 
cover they pay for from 75 
per cent to 50 per cent of 
current gross income, and 
offering to refund the excess 
premiums paid since April. 

Reducing the premiums 
will save the average policy- 
holder about £5 a month or 
£1.800 over the lifetime of 
a 30-year policy. 

Nick Lomas. the 
spokesman for UNUM. 
based in Dorking and one of 
the big providers of PHI 
insurance, says it has 
reduced its cover for new 
policies from 75 per cent of 
gross income to a flat 50 per 
cent of gross salary, and 
has contacted independent 
financial advisers through 
whom most of its policies 
are sold, suggesting they 
review the level of clients' 
cover at their next 
assessment. 

But UNUM believes that 
many policyholders have 
substantially less than the 
recommended level of cover 
and should allow their ben- 
efits to rise rather than 
reduce their premiums. 

Norwich Union, which 
now sets a ceiling on cover 
of 60 per cent of income but 
disregards any state benefit 
when calculating the pay- 
outs. has also asked finan- 
cial advisers, who arc 
responsible for selling 85-90 
per cent of its policies, to 
draw the attention of policy- 
holders to the fact they 
could be over-insuring. 

But providers arc unani- 
mous in saying that only 
around 10 per cent of work- 
ing people in the UK have 
PHI cover, and this is far 
too few in the light of the 
reduced levels of state ben- 
efit now available to people 
who cannot work because of 
illness or injury. 



PENSIONS BY 

PHONE 

24 hours a clay. 7 days a week Now you can pick up the phone and get 

pensions information or advice and even set up a plan, quicklv and without fuss 


0345 6789 10 


SCOTTISH WIDOWS 
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Poor deals on the 
home loans front 

In part two of our investigation into life assurance, 
Peter Rodgers and Nic Cicutti look at mortgages 


F or most people, tiie main 
concern when taking out a 
mortgage backed by an 
endowment or unit-linked policy 
is whether the eventual payout at 
maturity will be big enough to 
cover the whole of the debt 
Yet a large proportion of poli- 
cies are surrendered long before 
they mature and the reality is that 
the value at an earlier stage mat- 
ters just as much as the payout at 
maturity. Maybe 30 per cent, 
and perhaps even fewer, are held 
for the full term of the policy. 

The rankings of mortgage 
repayment policies in the tables, 
devised by John Chapman, a 
former senior official of the 
Office of Fair Trading, demon- 
strate that investors often 
receive a poor deal for early sur- 
render. 

Moreover, some of the best 
known brand names, such as the 
Prudential, which this week 
announced a big increase in sales 
of its investment products as a 
result of its ‘‘Prudence" market- 
ing campaign, are consistently 
near the bottom of the perfor- 
mance tables. 

The tables show that at the 
end of year three, only two com- 
panies will pay back all the cash 
invested, and even after 10 years 
only 20 out of the 32 repay the 


hill £12,000 that has gone into 
the policies. 

Admittedly there is some life 
insurance cover involved in all 
policies, but this may account for 
4 to 5 per cent of tie premiums 
paid, and cannot explain the 
meagre returns from many 
companies. 

The importance of shopping 
around between insurance com- 
panies is demonstrated by dra- 
matic differences in the amounts 
paid out when mortgage policies 
are surrendered early. This is a 
reflection of widely varying 
charges and surrender penalties. 

The bottom performeT in the 
table. Royal Insurance, would 
pay back only 62 per cent of the 
money invested after 10 years, 
less than half the £15,700 from 
Equitable Life, the top per- 
former. 

The difference between top 
and bottom is even bigger if a 
mortgage policy is surrendered 
after three years. Royal pays 
£1,160, less than a third of the 
£3,610 from Equitable Life's 
with-profits endowment. 

The lowest surrender value of 
all after three yeais is Allied Dun- 
bar's 25-year unit-linked policy, 
which pays back a meagre £715 
after investors have put in £3,600. 
(Cash values are omitted from the 


unit-linked mortgage table.) 

Within the tables, it is dear 
that some com panies, such as Sun 
Life of Canada combine the pit- 
falls of low surrender values with 
the enticement of reasonably 
good final maturity values. 

This is not surprising, since 
insurance company marketing 
departments need to be able to 
show a good final payout at the 
end of the mortgage period to 
new customers. 

However, the high payout at 
the end is often at the expense of 
those who lapse early, who have 
paid high charges and suffered 
heavy surrender penalties. 

In extreme cases, insurers 
come to rely on a large propor- 
tion of early surrenders on mort- 
gages and pensions for their 
profitability, and this is why 
attempts to make them publish 
comprehensive tables showing 
the proportion of early surren- 
ders have been fiercely resisted 
in the insurance industry. 

A company can in fact choose 
to take its profits early in the life 
of the policy, by imposing high 
surrender charges at that stage. 
In these circumstances, the larger 
the number of customers who 
surrender early, the higher the 
company's profit is likely to be. 

Furthermore, early surrender 
penalties do not affect calcula- 
tions of the return to maturity on 
a mortgage policy. The good 
rewards for the few who remain 
to the end, trumpeted by sales- 
men, may be cross-subsidised by 
penalties on those who quit 
early. 

This makes it doubly impor- 
tant to look at all three surren- 
der values when rating a com- 
pany's overall performance and 
to pick those that offer good 
results after three and 10 years, 
as well as decent payouts at 
maturity. A good rule is to look 


veiy suspiciously at those that 
pay back little in the early years. 
Are they really working in the 
interests of their customers? 

As the mortgage rankings 
show, for some big names such 
as the Pro, the payout is poor at 
every stage. It may be that high 
costs in running the business 
make it hard for the Pm to com- 
pete in its projections with the 
most efficient companies. 

A few years ago, insurance 
companies' marketing strategies 
relied on daims that by taking 
out an endowment or unit linked 
policy instead of a repayment 
mortgage, the debt would be 
repaid at the end and there 
would probably be a lump sum 
left over from the policy. 

Sometimes, those claims have 
proved hopelessly optimistic, 
because the returns on policies 
have fallen short of expecta- 
tions, so much less is made nowa- 
days of the prospects of a lump 
sum left over at the end Insur- 
ers now try to keep monthly 
payments to the minimum nec- 
essary to hit the target of paying 
off the mortgage. 

One result of aiming low is 
that many homeowners - such as 
those investing through the 
Lloyds Bank subsidiary Blade 
Horse Financial Services - are 
being asked after a few years to 
top up the monthly contributions 
to their policies, simply to ensure 
they are not left with an unex- 
pected debt at the end. 

But the truth is that the risk of 
a shortfall at maturity is actually 
a minority problem, because 
such a large proportion of poli- 
cyholders surrender early. These 
are the commonest victims of the 
insurance industry’s charging 
policies, which is why Mr Chap- 
man’s rankings are so important 
for sorting out the good from the 
bad 


SELLING YOUR ENDOWMENT? 

FOR BIGGER HONEY 

CALL SEC NOW 

0181 107 1666 

SEC, Britain's Wggest buyer of endowments wHI pay poti - 

much more than the surrender value. SEC 

Phone our helpful staff now for that extra cash and 1 

peace of mind. Your pofiqr must he at least 8 years old and 
atfcfr oir wfacrion criteria. RAX: 0(81 2074950 

&E , SECURITISED ENDOWMENT CONTBACT5 PLC flBfl 
MM SECHw«,4VTh«e&aldk,Bo™tainwnoiMwtiWD*4IIZ - ... 


25-year mortgage repayment plan - with-profits 


Company 

Surrender 
value at 
end of yr3 

Surrender 
value at 
end of yrlO 

Maturity Prj^ectio" 
value ratings 

Past 

performance 

ratings 

Equitable Life 

3,610 

15,700 

75,300 

A+A+A+ 

A+A+C 

AAB 

Standard Life 

3,494 

14,769 

64,837 

A+AB 

Clerical Medical 

2,990 

13,600 

66,700 

AAB 

BBA 

NFU Mutual 

3,600 

12,200 

66,600 

A+BB 

A+CB 

BBA 

BAB 

Friends Provident 

2,390 

11,900 

69,900 

BBA 

Scottish Provident 

1,970 

•13,000 

68,077 

BBA 

Legal & General 

1,926 

13,092 

67,657 

BAB 

CAA 

Scottish Widows 

3,417 

14,438 

66,164 

A+AB 

BBB 

Sun Alliance 

2,760 

13,800 

66,000 

AAB 

CAC 

Scottish Amicable 

1,956 

13,707 

69,160 

BAA 

CCC 

Commercial Union 

3,079 

12,794 

63,900 

ABC 

CBA 

Scottish Mutual 

2,460 

13,600 

61,913 

BAC 

CBB 

Eagle Star 

2,390 

13,500 

63,100 

BAG 

BC-B 

Wesleyan Assure nce2 ,372 

12,451 

65,726 

BBB 

BAA 

Norwich Union 

2,274 

13,454 

63,530 

BAC 

BBC 

General Accident 

2,206 

11,568 

66,517 

BBB 

BAA 

Scottish Equitable 

2,050 

13,400 

63,100 

BAC 

XXX 

CIS 

2,190 . 

11,200 

63,900 

BCA 

ABB 

Sun Life 

1,950 

12,500 

67,000 

BBB 

CCC- 

AXA Equity & Law 

1,400 

12,100 

70,200 

CBA 

XBA 

Medical Sickness 

2,490 

10,600 

67,546 

BCB 

BBC 

Royal London 

2,142 

9,411 

65,022 

BC-B 

BBA 

RNPFN 

1,694 

9,775 

71,994 

CCA+ 

BAA+ 

Britannia Life 

1,800 

12,600 

64,400 

CBC 

XBC 

Guardian Financial 1,760 

12,800 

62,400 

CBC 

XXX 

Britannic Assurancel,828 

9,539 

66,300 

CCB 

BCC 

Colonial 

1,688 

12,382 

62,078 

CBC 

CCC- 

Tunbridge Wells 

1,647 

11,186 

67,373 

CCB 

CAA 

Prudential 

1,760 

10,900 

61,900 

CCC 

CBB 

Scottish Life 

1,678 

10,550 

61,836 

CCC 

CBB 

Sun Life Of Canada 1,130 - 

8,970 ' 

67,900 

C-C-A 

BBB 

Royal insurance 

Average 

1,160 

2,227 

7,490 

12,156 

61,600 

6BJ0B2 

C-C-C 

XCA+ 


Projections based on investment of £100 a month, starting at age 30 
X=data not supplied 

Investment funds are assumed to grow at 7.50% a year 
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30p A DAY*. 
£100,000 LIFE COVER. 
TOTAL PEACE 
OF MIND 


You may already have enough life 
assurance cover to pay off the mortgage 
should anything happen to you. But how 
would you or your partner manage living 
expenses on your own? 

Term Assurance provides life assurance 
cover for a fixed period with a guaranteed 
cash sum payable on death during that period. 

ACT NOW AND CLAIM YOUR 
FREE GIFT 



For a fixed payment of only 30p a day* a 
General Accident Term Assurance policy can 
provide cover of £100,000 for 10 years. 

RING US NOW for further details - and a 
FREE GIFT of a £50 Holiday Discount 
Voucher plus details of how to claim a choice 
of Leisure Discount Vouchers or a further 
£150 Holiday Discount Voucher. 

Directories containing full details of the terms and Condi Sorts 
applicable to the Vouchers are available on request. 

This is based on a healthy male, non -smoke* aged 30 
next birthday. 

The cost o5 cwctwQS depend on ape, sex and smoking status. 
Full written details of Term Assurance air available on request 
Any financed advice given wiL relate only to the products erf GA life. 

General Accident Life is regulated by the 
Personal Investment Authority. 

KEY PROTECTION FROM 
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M&G European 
Unit Trusts 


M&G now has 3 European unit trusts with investment 
objectives to meet your needs. All 3 funds are 
available for investment within the M&G PEP. 

• The M&G European & General Fund - for 
investors looking to build capital from a 
diversified portfolio of European securities. 

• The M&G European Dividend Fund - for 
investors aiming to achieve an above average 
and increasing income from their investment. 

The new M&G European Smaller Companies 
Fund - for investors aiming for capital growth. 


1 Toe The HUG Group, Bristol BS38 7ET. Pleas* sand roe details of the M&G European 
* Fund range and how to transfer any non MACS FBI 

NO SALESMAN WILL CALL 

Ybu should contact your Independen t fi nan ci al adviser (if you have one) before investing. 

The price of units and the income from them can go down as well as up. The value of die tax 

beneffls of PEPs wffl depend on your own circumstances. The tax regime erf PEPs could change in 

the future. 


Mr/Mrs/ . 

Mss 

INTTIALS 

SURNAME 


ADDRESS 


POSTCODE 

GG-NMAETU 


M&G does not offer Investment advice or offer' any recommendations regarding Investments. 
Wb only market the packaged products and services of the M&G maiteling gcup. 


Issued » MSG Financial ! 

(RegutBKt tv TJw ftrawtf ntfaiwr 
Autoaxy). USO UnWBustsmMnagal 
ty MSG Socurito Uratsd, flggiistedby 
JMflO and The Pasonof toasManr 
AJtarfy/ 
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Babbie to uneomeoad ag amsaKn 
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For details return 
the coupon or 
telephone 
(0990) 600 627 
or e-mail 
hb@MandG.reply. 
Co.UK 

"European 
companies and 
stockmarkets are in 
the throes of an 
unprecedented 
period of change, 
from which 
shareholders will 
probably emerge as 
the main winners.” 

John Hatherly, Head of 
Research, M&G 


3 M&G European Unit Trusts 
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25-year mortgage repayment 
plans - unit-linked 


Company 


Something to hide 


Projection 

ratings 


Insurers have ways of concealing the true costs of policies 


Equitable Life 
Scottish Widows 
Standard Life 
Midland Life 
Woolwich Life 
TSB Life 
Scottish Mutual 
Abbey National Life 
Scottish Amicable 
Legal & General 
Clerical Medical 
Sun Life 
Eagle Star 
NatWest Life 
Norwich Union 
Friends Provident 
Gan Life and Pensions 
Britannia Life 
Skandia Life 
Guardian Financial 
Hambro Assured 
Scottish Provident 
Scottish Equitable 
Canada Life 
AXA Equity and Law 
Scottish Life 
MGM Assurance 
Royal insurance 
Allied Dunbar 
Old Mutual 


A+A+A+ 

A+AA 

A+A+B 

AAA 


BAA 

AAC 

AAC 

BBA 

BBA 

BBA 

BBA 

BBA 

BBB 

BBB 

BBB 

BBB 

BBB 

BBB 

CBA 

BBB 

BBC 

BBC 

BBC 

BBC 

CBB 

CCB 

CCB 

CCC 

C-C-C 

C-C-C- 


T he rales introduced last 
year to ensure that 
prospective policyhold- 
ers are given details of charges 
they wiD have to pay are a’ 
tremendous improvement on 
what went one before. 

But there is still consider- 
. able scope for simplifying the 
information and closing loop- 
holes that allow some compa- 
nies to hide the true costs of 
their policies. 

One simple way in which 
companies do this is simply by 
not taking part in surveys 
aimed at comparing different 
charges. When Money Mar- 
keting published its recent sur- 
vey on unit-linked investments, 
about 20 companies declined 
to supply the information 
requested of them. 

Among them were AIG 
Life, Barclays lifd. Century 
Life, CornhiU, Hill Samuel, 
Irish Life,. London & Man- 
chester, Mercury Asset Man- 
agement and National & 
Provincial Life (now taken 
over by Abbey National). 

Others were Refuge, Royal 
Liverpool Son Life of Canada 


and Tkach eis ? Assurance, 
which has become entangled in 
disputes with many teachers 
who were wrongly advised to 
opt out of their occupational 
pensions and start private ones. 

Some companies, like Bar- 
days Life, said they did not 
have the resources to meet the 
survey’s tight deadline. In 
some cases this rings true: 
Barclays has taken part in pre- 
vious surveys. Others claim 
they did not sell the policies 
concerned any longer. This is 
also true,. but policyholders 
might still want to know how 
their savings are performing. 

There is, in any case, plenty 
of scope for massaging the fig- 
ures, as with-proms policies, 
show. The supposed attraction 
of such policies lies in the fact 
that they “smooth’' returns, so 
that bad performance years 
are ofiset by good. However, 
this makes it near-impossible 
to tell whether the estimated 
charges over the lifetime of a 
policy will be as stated. 

This is because between 28 
to 65 per cent of a maturity 
payout is the so-called “termi- 


nal bonus”. The actual amount 
has been falling in real terms 
since the early 1990s. 

Unit-linked policies also 
impose charges that can dou- 
ble the iota! initial charge 
from 5 or 6 per cent up to 12 
per cent each year. This can be 
done in a variety of ways 
including “capital units”, 
which amount to permanently 
heavier charges made on the 
first years* contributions. 

Other novel cost structures 
include Scottish Equitable’s 
“specific member charge”, 
whereby extra fees are levied 
if contributions are halted or 
reduced during a policy’s 
lifetime. Yet because of unem- 
ployment, divorce and the 
offer of alternative company 


pension schemes, 8 per cent of 
Scottish Equitable policy hoi d- 


Scottisb Equitable policyhold- 
ers stop their payments every 
year. Hundreds more reduce 
their contributions. 

Scottish Equitable also 
charges more if a person 
increases premiums, despite 
companies constantly urging 
their policyholders to do so to 
ensure a decent retirement poL 


Skandia Life operates a sim- 
ilar “contribution servicing 
charge” based on the principle 
of penalising policyholders 
who miss their payments. 

Abbey life, owned ty Lloyds 
Bank, charges policyholders an 
extra 6 per cent if they slop pre- 
mi ums in the first year, reduc- 
ing to 1 per cent by year six. By 
This point, as the actuarial firm 
AKG points out, most pension 
holders have stopped their con- 
tributions, usually for perfectly 
genuine reasons. 

Sun Life gives policyholders 
an “extra fund injection” but 
only between eight and five 
years before retirement. Thus 
boost improves the value of the 
. fund at retirement. It also allows 
Sun Life to project far lower 
annual management charges 
over the entire life of a contract. 
But given that only 13 per cent 
of all policies are soil kept 
going after 20 years, the full 
Sun Life loyalty bonus is paid 
to one in seven policyholders. 
Everyone else pays extra. 

. A similar policy is adopted 
by Albany life, owned by US 
insurer Metropolitan Life. 


How the rating system works 


T he basis ofJohn.Chap- 
man’s rating system is the 
fact that charges rather 
than investment performance 
are the primary determinant of 
policyholder returns when buy- 
ing a pension, mortgage or sav- 
ings policy from a life insurance 
company. 

Investment results are 
important, of course. How- 
ever, the arithmetic of charges 
puts it- into perspective. The 
charges reduce the overall 
yield of a policy by the equiv- 
alent of between l and 5 per- 
centage points a year. For 
those cashed in early, the 
reduction in yield can be 10 
per cent a year or more. 

A simple analysis of a com- 
pany’s final performance —the 
cash delivered when a policy 
matures - is not the best way 
of measuring how good it fa 


As few as 30 per cent of 
investors may hold a polity to 
maturity, and it is vital to know 
what they will be paid should 
they pufi out early. 

Mr Chapman’s rating sys- 
tem takes this into account, by 
rating companies on how 
much they pay back investors, 
or give in pension transfer 
value, in the early stages of a 
policy, part way through it 
and at maturity. 

Hist, the system rates a 
company’s past performance, 
based on the amount paid at 
the three stages. The same cal- 
culations are done again, 
based on the company's own 
projections of future payouts. 

- Since charges are the dom- 
inant factor, the projections 
assume that every company' 
has the same investment per- 
formance. Variations in the 


results are therefore a short 
cut to showing the differences 
in charges at each stage. 
These sums are in the fast 
three columns of the main 
mortgage table (faring page). 

But Mr Chapman does not 
rely on a confusing array of 
numbers. Instead, be allocates 
a letter from A+, the best, 
down to C-, the worst A com- 
pany with an A+A+A+ rating 
is excellent at every stage. A 
rating of CAA or CCA means 
a policyholder will be treated 
badly on early surrender but 
well if the policy is kept to 
maturity. The letters are allo- 
cated by calculating bow far a 
company deviates up or down 
from the midpoint of all the 
companies m the category. 

The top handful of compa- 
nies in the main and s ummar y 
tables are those where good 


future projections are matched 
by past performance. In the rest 
of each table, the rankings are 
based on companies’ projec- 
tions of future charges alone. 


John Chapman's pioneering 
methods for comparing perfor- 
mance between companies 
have been adopted by Money 
Marketing the magazine for 
independent financial inter- 
mediaries, which asked 
KPMG to carry out detailed 
calculations for each company. 
Mr Chapman's analysis for 
The Independent uses these 
calculations. 

Fuller performance tables for 
unit-linked and with-profits 
policies are available from 
Money Marketing Customer 
Services, St Giles Mouse, 50 
Poland Street, London W1V 
4AX for £3.75 each inc p&p. 


The early surrender 
value game 

10-year savings plan - 

with-profits 

Surrender value 

Top companies 

end of year 1 

NFU Mutual 

1,200 

Equitable Life 

1,170 

Standard Life 

1,118 

Scottish Widows 

1,093 

Commercial Union 

949 

Bottom companies 

Royal Insurance 

0 

Tunbridge Wells 

0 

RNPFN 

115 

Sun Life of Canada 

171 

Medical Sickness 

180 

Average 

589 

10-year maximum investment plan - unit-linked 

Surrender value 

Top companies 

end of year 1 

Equitable Life 

1,178 

Standard Lite 

1,118 

Scottish Widows 

1,093 

RNPFN 

996 

Medical Sickness 

874 

( Bottom companies ( 

Abbey Life 

0 

Allied Dunbar 

0 

Hambros Assured 

259 

Scottish Equitable 

298 

Sun Life 

363 

Average 

639 

Based on investment of £100 a month, starling age 30 

Investment funds assumed to grow at 7.5°«. a year 

companies really 
1 gwant their poticy- 
L# holders to keep their 

Year savings plan show the 

best and worst surrender 

values. 

contributions going until 

Unfortunately, compa- 

their policies mature? Most 

nies arc sensitive about pub- 

insurers probably do prefer 

lishing lapse rates and these 

to see payments kept up for 

are not yet cenerally avail- 

the whole period. 

able. But Mr Chapman savs 

But are some maximising 

if there is a high lapse rate 

their returns in the early 

and a low eariv surrender 

stages by combining high 

value, it is a cause for con- 

charges with heavy surren- 

cern about the company. 

der penalties in the first few 

Mr Chapman points out 

years? 

that those considering 

For these companies. 

investing with such compa- 

there could be a positive 

nies face the double risk of 

advantage if few customers 

the early loss of their money 

stay on to maturity and a 

and of being sold an ioap- 

large number lapse. Any 

propria t e policy. 

insurance company with 

In Singapore, companies 

both low early surrender 

with high lapse rates have 

values and a high lapse rate 

not been allowed to re emit 

is clearly taking much of its 

more sales staff until their 

profit at an early stage. 

lapse rates improve. Maybe 

The summary tables 

such shock treatment could 

(above) for two types of 10- 

be adopted in the UK. 
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are Booming! 


Each £1,000 yo u invest 


Discover How you could turn PENNIES into POUNDS 
with shares that cost (ess than £1 each. 


• • 


Tt’s a fact! Penny Shares oould make yea a fortune on 
Xthe Stock Market. Last year the Stock Market’s Tbp 10 


performing shares made an average gain of 424%. And 8 our of. 
!0 of these amazing movers were Penny Shares! 

Penny Shares are often in smaller companies - which is 
excellent news if you are about to invest. Our research 
shows that in tire 3 years following the last two recessions, smaller 


and you can discover the unique source of their knowledge 
when you return the coupon below. 

CLAIM YOUR FREE COPY 
OF PENNY SHARE GUIDE 
And to help your investments even further, when you 
subscribe to PENNY SHAKE GUIDE you'll receive 2 FREE 
gifts - 'The 13 Do's and Danis of Penny Share Investing? - a 


ives a minimum 


companies (and therefore fteriny Shares) outperformed the rest of guide that lifts the lid on the most successful investment 


the market by a significant margin. It happened after die ’74T75 tec^-gucsPLUS the unit 
slump- It happened after the recession of the early 80s ... and monitor foe movement of 
now. 3S we enter a period of dynamic economic recovery, the jatfreUK- Andifycwresi 
value of Pemy Shares could continue to soat So ask yourself- do ‘ffwtoBuyandSeaSh 
you have foe time it takes to comb foe Stock Market week after 

week 9 Do you have the contacts who are dose enough to foe ★ Nl 

action to fet yoo in on foe most promising foams? And do you FREE Rnandat Tlmes/P 
have the experience to recognise profit opportunities? As a fall subscriber to PE 

control of your 

FUTURE WEALTH Published by the Finar 

Now you can seize this booming market for yourself. PENNY comprehensive investme 
SHARE GUIDE is Britain’s premier newsletter for tipping booj^p. You’ll find fill 
those smaller companies that show the most explosive potential your ^ PENN 
for growth and profit And you can claim your FREE issue ■ ' EX1 

’tlTL stare by stare. PENNY SHAKE GUIDE tells As pan of our special to. 

- - m hold, and wtoito sen to mitamsc 430 off your first year' 

Zt? and retaMse your profit TMay. over 20.000 GEODE - of!itially£59 
readen; are getn"* regular snpplies of this Hrctoave arreice— issues, plus yoor 4 See g. 

CLAIM YOUR FREE COPY NOW 


techniques PLUS foe unique ‘SkarecaR Directory' that lets you 
monitor foe movement of over 2,000 shares any time, anywhere 
in the UK. And if you respond within 10 days you’ll also receive 
‘Bow to Bay and SeQ Shares’. 


* NEW OFFER ★ 

FREE Financial Tlroes/Pitman Publishing Book worth £25 
As a fall subscriber to PENNY SHARE GUIDE you'll receive 
those 3 special FREE gifts PLUS a brand new edition of The 
Investor's Guide to How the Stock Market Really Works’. 
Published by the Financial TimesfPitman Publishing, this 
comprehensive investment manual would cost you £25 in a 
bookshop. You’ll find fiifi details of this Dew-reader offer with 
your free issue of PENNY SHARE GUIDE. 


EXTRA EXTRA! 

As part of our special introductory offer you'll get more than 
£30 off your first year's subscription to PENNY SHARE 
GUIDE - officially £59-50 you can read all 12 info-packed 
issues, plus your 4 free gifts for just £29! 


That’s a guarantee of 130% of your original investment, with the potential for even 
more. Investments in a similar product 5 years ago currently give back 160%: 


•PACT PfRfORMAAJCE IS HOT MECTSSAPIL1 * GUIDE TO P.TiJRE FEPlOPMAriCE 


, — ... .w wn nad. TAe your first step into fc exciting woridof Penny Shares. 

Prepare . >, fin . , a, mnnon hrlnw (no stnnw reuuiredl 


prepare wainirairo NOW or simply HD in (he coupon below (no stamp required) 

and get the latest issue of PENNY SHARE GUIDE . ■ . AK C MmiBffi 
Shan Guide, FREEPOST, NWSSS1, EdmJMrgh EBiOFZ 

, Stare Dm**m B* VI Mi WJWWMWH*P»' h—a»i tan 

• '• - : — 


Wesleyan Assurance Society has 150 years of experience and assets in excess of £1.5 billion. 

If you have to cash in early, you will get at the very minimum, your original investment back after one year 
As the Wfesleyan is a mutual company all the profits are reinvested so the benefits 
go back to you, the investor 
if you want advice, we have advisers available to help. 

You can invest from £3,000 to £30,000 in a Guaranteed Growth Bond. 


POST THE COUPON TO RECEIVE MORE INFORMATION. OR CALL FREE. 
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM - 5PM. 


Sfaare boom! Please send me my FREE copy of PENNY SHARE GUIDE 

YES! I want to be a part oi y ^ of a special half-price offer for one year’s subscription to PENNY 

.MrfMra/Ms ‘ 


0800 281472 
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WESLEYAN 

FINANCIAL SERVICES 


WESLEYAN ASSURANCE SOCIETT PART OF THE WESLprAN FINANCIAL SERVICES MAFMTinG GROUP K REGULATED 8f THE PERSONAL IMvECTMUlT *ulHO»JTV 


NAME: 

ADDRESS: . — 


FREEPOST NT2923. N^a^X.NE8S ' l&L. 
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money 


Bins 


Telephone 


% Rate and 


Mac Fee Incentive 
adv% 


Redemption 

penalty 


Telephone 

number 


Notice Deposit 
w term 


Rate Interest 
% . Interval 
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Fired rates 

Scattawgfl BS 0800 530547 
Norwich 4 P'bro . 0173-391497 
Northern Rock 0800 591500 
Variable rates 

Scarborough BS 0300590547 
Principality BS 01222 344188 
Northern ROck BS 0800 591500 
First time buyers fixed rates 
Afiance & Leic BS via local branch 
Northern Rock BS 0800-591500 
TSB via local branch 

First time buyers variable rates 
Principality BS 01222344188 
Greenwich BS 0181 8588212 
Northern Rock BS 0800 591500 


020 forlyaar 85 0 . 75 % _ 

fi.45for3years 85 £295 • — 

7^9tol/l(MU 95 £295 — 


1st 5 yis;7.04% of sum repaid 
1st 5 yrs: & rmths interBSt- 
lst 6 yrs; 5% erf sum repaid 


PortmanBS 
Co-Operative Bank 
Direct Une 
Direct Une 


01202292444 instant Access 
0345 252000 Pathfinder 
0181687 1121 Instant Savings 
01816671121 instant Savings 


Instant £100 

Instant £5,000 

Instant £ 10,000 

instant £50,000 


4.50 Tear 

4.75 Month 

5-5Q tear 

5.75 tear 


I f you have always suspected 
that your bank - or your 
buflduig society, credit card 

!J - iMenpdrt/V i*nm* 




65% for lyes go — — 

3i0% to 1/11/98 75 — — 

4-24% to 1/10/99 95 £295 Free valuation 


1st 5 yrsiB 33% ot sun repaid 
To 30/10/01: discount redmd 
1st 7 yrs: 5% of sum repaid 


2.10 10 1/1Q/97 95 0,5% — 

4.49&J 1/1/99 95 £295 

7.74 to 30/9/01 95 £50 Refund vain tee 


To 1/10/01 : 6 mils inters 
1st 6 yre: 5% of sum repad 
lb 3IWflll: 3-5 mths art 


1.00 In 1/11/97 90 — ■ — 

3.49% for 2 years 95 £250 — 

524%toI/l/B2 95 — Refund vain fee 


To 31/10/01: discount redmd 
1st 5 yre: discount reclaimed 
1st 7 yrs: 5% of sum repaid 


msmsm. 


Telephone 

Unseen red 

Direst Line 0141248 9966 
Alliance 4 Leicester 01 16 262 6262 
Midland Bank 0800 180180 
Secured (second charge] 
Clydesdale Bank 0800 240024 
RQyal B of Scotland 0131 523 7023 
Barclays Bank 0800 000929 


Max LTV Fixed monthly payments (£3,000 over 3 years) 


teachffs'BS 

01202 88711 

1 

BulQun 

Postal 

£500 

4.80 

1/2 tear 

' ASemceS Lsic BS 

0645 22885!! 


iRStantESroct 

Postal 

£5,000 

5.40 

tear 

Bristol & West BS 

08Q09011QS 


InstaitttossPosW 

Ftetai 

£ 1(1000 

585 

tear 

Bristol & Vfcst BS 

QSOOSOIinE 


Instant AcassRjstal 

Postal 

£25/100 

6.05 

tear 

rmmmmxmm' 




mms& 

Qieltenhan&Gtouctr 

0800.71750* 


Direct 30 

30dayP 

£100 

550 

tear 

Nottin^jamBS 

0115 95644 

22 

Direct Resave 

20 day P 

£ 10.000 

620 

tear 

Nottingham BS 

0115 95644 

22 

Direct Reserve 

20 tfey P 

£25/100 

6.40 

tear 

Natinol Couities BS 

01372 74777 

1 

Direct 90 

90 day 

C 0 . 00 Q 

620 

tear 

: -CffiQUE-KCHHIS- 


rr&. .£l dSSf? 




' 71 

Klamwrat Benson 

01202 5024t 

14 

HICA 

Instant 

£2.500 

5.00 

Month 

HafifaxBS 

01422 3353- 

13 

Asset Reserve 

Instant 

£ 10.000 

4.00 

Quarter 

Chelsea BS 

0800717515 


Classic Ristal 

Instant 

ElQjOQO 

425 

tear 

Chelsea BS 

0800 717515 


Classic Postal 

hstant 

£25,000 

4.65 

tear 


Write insurance 
£112.86 
£114.93 
£115.82 

Max LTV Advance 
Neg £3K - £15K 
70% £2.5K-£I00K 
80% £10K-£75K 


Without insurance 
E 101.33 

£102.36 

£102.49 

Terra 

6 mths to 25 years 
3 years to retirement 
5 to 25 years 


Yorkshire BS 
Northern Rock BS- 

Coventry BS 
Septan BS 


0800 378836 Fixed Rata Bond 

0500 505000 Postal Deposit Bond 

0345 665522 Fixed Rate Bond 

0800 603010 Fixed Rale Bond 


31/3/98 

31/12/98 

30/11/99 

31/10/01 


6 . 6 DF Maturity 
6.75f tear 
7J0F tear 
7.55F tear 




OVERDRAFTS 


Woolwich BS 


Telephone 


Standard 

Co-operative Bank 0800 109000 
Robert Fteming'S&P 0800829024 
RSS Advents 0800077770 

Gold cards 

Co-operative Bank 0345212212 
RBS Advanta 0800 077770 

Royal B of Scotland 01702 362890 


Telephone 


-- ■ 

Auttmrised Unairihurised 


.Jr. ;z: •• 

Account 

% pm APR * pm 


APR 


Current 

0.76 9.5 2.18 


29.5 


Alliance 

0.76 9.5 220 


29.8 


Current 

0.94 11.9 2.18 


29.5 

x*:T"yTv:'£fi »iS 


Card Type 

Min Rate 

APR 

Annual 

(nt.tres 


Income % pm 

% 

Fee 

period 

Advantage Visa 

- 0i4N 

7.90H 

nil 

Odays 

MasterCard/Visa 

— 0.8958 

1120 

nil 

Odays 

Visa 

— 094N 

11.90N 

nil 

56 days 

Visa 

£20,000 0.4792 

1032 

£120 

46 days 

Visa 

£20,000 0.94N 

1L90H 

nil 

56 days 

Visa 

£20.000 1.05N 

14.50N 

£35 

46 days 


: .$£■ iij li jj c*?;'. 
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Son Banking Corp 01438 744505 Rued Rate TESSA 

NatWest Bank 0800 200400 Fowl Rate TESSA 

Birmingham Midshtres 0645 720721 
Principality BS 01222344188 


S5S¥ 

5 years £8.575 

5 years £5,000 

5 years £1,000 

5 years £500 


7.50F tear 
7.45F tear 
7.00 tear 
62Q tear 




West Bramwkh BS 

012160724 

15 

Fixed Rate TESSA 

5 years 

£3,000 

7.45F 

tear 

Nattiest Bank ■ 

0800 200400 


Frad Rate TESSA 

5 yearn 

£5.000 

7.45F 

tear 

National Counties BS 

0137274777 

1 


5 years 

£9,000 

720 

Year 

Birmingham MhfaMras 

0645 720721 



5 years ■ 

£ 1/100 

7.00 

tear 




0181 680 7172 


Pmnacta lisuance 0181.2075007 

Pinnacle Insurance 0181 207 9007 


Pinnacle Insurance 0181 207 9007 

AIGUfeGJK) 0181 680 7172 


4.65FN tear 
5.40FN tear 
5.60FN tear 
545FN tear 
6.10FN tear 




Payment indirect (Mbit 


ftyment by other methods 


John Lewis via store 

I Marks and Spencer 01244681581 
Sears via store 


MR tombed percentage rate. B’C Buifinfp and Contents insurance LTV Loan to vakie ^AaikntsHJaiessaadiuiempbjmri 
E Mhbb tocoapntmshe motor nsuanttpoEcytiolden aged ow 22 /mis. 

N htiroductoty rate for a tmted period 


N’castie Bank Gibraltar 003507616! 
Northern RDck Guam 0148171460 
Derbyshire (KM) Ltd 01624 66343; 
Northem Rock. Guem 01481 71460 

1 

D 

2 

D 

Nova Access 

Offshore 30 

90 Day Notice 
Mfllanniiitn Braid 

t 

1111 

ISii 

620 

6J5 

655 

750F 

tear 
tear 
- tear 

Year 





vV-i 


Investment Accounts 



1 month 

£20 

4.75 

tear 





£500 

525 

tear 





£25.000 

5.50 

tear 

Income Bonds 



3 months 

£ 2,000 

6.00 

Month . 





£25/100 

625 

Month 

Capital Bond 


Series J 

5 years 

£100 

6.65F 

Maturity 

Firk Option Bonds 



12 months 

£ 1,000 

6 . OOF 

tear 





£ 20.000 

625F 

tear 

Pensioner's G'teed Income Bond 


Seres 3 

5year 

£500 

7.00F 

Month 

NS Cerffic^BS (tax-free) 


43rd issue 

5 year 

£100 

525F 

Maturity 



9th Index finked 

5 year 

£100 

250+qn Maturity 

Children's Bond 


Issue H 

5 year 

£25 

6J5F 

Matvty 


AS rates sofayect bo chaqgB tnttKmt notice. 


Source: M(MYF ACTS 0163? 500677 


17 October 19% 


P post only f fixed rate 

N /reflate A AB subject at 30 day loss of attuest 

M rates are shorn gross and are subject hi ctaigj mthoot notice. Soarot MQfEYFACJS 01692500677. 


V October 1996 


provider or insurance com- 
pany - does not val ue your cus- 
tom, your suspicions may soon 

be confirmed. Financial service 
providers, faced with an 
increasingly disloyal customer 
base, are struggling to identify 
their best customers as a first 
step to positive action to try 
and retain them. 

Research shows that it costs 
at least four times as much to 
win a new customer as it does 
to retain on old one, so finan- 
cial services providers are. 
aware as never before that cus- 
tomers they used to take for 
granted must be assessed. If 
they fit the profile of a valuable 
customer, they must be cosset- 
ted and cajoled with improved 
services and, where appropri- 
ate, with financial incentives to 
stop them looking elsewhere. 

Banks already get indirect 
evidence of customers prepar- 
ing to defect Warning signs 
include people who stop paying 
in their monthly salaries and 
reduce the number of cheques 
they write and the- standing 
orders they authorise. 

In some cases, of course, the 
banks may not care about 
these early warnings. Current 
accounts are not necessarily all 
that profitable unless cus- 
tomers continually overdraw 
by small amounts and trigger 
the full range of penalty 
charges the banks can levy 
against them. 

But if you send the coded 
warnings through your 
account, and you are consid- 
ered wealthy or active enough 
to represent real selling oppor- 
tunities, these days the bank is 
likely to write to you or phone, 
to inquire whether you arc 
unhappy and if so why, and 
whether you might like a pre- 
mier banking service. Barclays 
recently introduced one, called 
■Additions, and Natwest- is 
expected to launch one shortly. 

Good customers are also 
potential buyers of financial 
products, if they can be cor- 
rectly identified and targeted. 
The banks have always had 
access to a great deal of infor- 
mation about their customers 


simply by interpreting tank 
statements, but they aid not | 
seem to be able to co-o ruinate 
information on current 
account usage with the number 
of financial products, trom 
mortgages and insurance, poli- 
cies to PEPS and pension 
plans, which individual cus- 
tomers owned. 

New systems now ottered l in 
banks by specialist firms like 
the London-based Customer 
Value Company will enable 
banks to co-ordinate informa- 
tion and draw up profiles uf 
customers most likely 10 buy 
more products.. 

Credit card companies are 
also suffering a sharp increase 
in customer disloyally, as card- 
holders are attracted to new 
cards offering cheaper rates, 
higher borrowing limits, lower 
annual fees and rewards for 
using cards more frequently. 
Established card companies 
increasingly write to customers 
whose cards show signs of I 

going dormant reminding j 

them of the card’s advantages 
and offering them higher 
spending limits. 

Insurance companies are 
increasingly affected by the 
loss of renewal business which 
they used to take for granted. 
Renewal premiums m most 
cases have been reduced sub- 
stantially during the pusl two 
or three years in a conscious 
effort to retain loyal customers 

with good claims records. 

Premiums are now showing 
distinct signs of turning up again, 
but insurers may well have to 
offer discounts for early 
renewals in the hope of retain- 
ing good business. No-claims 
bonuses, traditional in the motor 
insurance business, are becom- 
ing increasingly common on 
household buildings and con- 
tents insurance in an attempt to 
retain good customers. 

If you feel you have been a 
loyal customer of many years 
standing however, and have , 
not claimed back more than w~ 
you have paid in premiums, you 
must consider the possibility 
that you are being taken for 
granted, and the time has now 
come for you to shop around. 
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The index-linked puzzle 

Why do investors ignore a guaranteed real return of 3.5 per cent? 

% A Mhv rinn’t mn«. 


\ A ^ ont raore 

if If P|e buy index-linked 

■ " gilts? The question 
nas long been a puzzle. Now 
it seems more pertinent than 
<*er. All the latest economic 
indicators suggest that infla- 
tionary expectations are 
starting to rise again. 

The Bank of England is 
already pressing openly for 
higher interest rates, and the 
money markets are setting 
the price of gilts and interest 
rate futures at levels which 
imply that higher rates are on 
the cards for next year.- 
Unemployment is falling 
faster than expected, fuelling 
expectations that the econ- 
omy is approaching the point 
where it cannot grow much 
further without inflation 
reviving. 

On top of that we have all 
the risks of a pre-election 
period, with consumer 
spending booming, tax cuts in 
the offing, and unaffordable 
rises in public spending ngain 
a real possibility. Only the 
strength of sterling, this 
month’s favourite currency, is 
currently acting to dampen 
inflationary expectations. 

Pul all this together and it 
is hard to avoid the conclu- 
sion that the risks of higher 
inflation are indeed rising. 



Jonathan Davis 


This ought to be an environ- 
ment in which index-linked 
gilts prosper. 

And so, to a degree, they 
have been. The real yield on 
long term index-linked gilts 
has this year fallen below 3.5 
per cent, down from its peak 
of 4.5 per cent five years 
ago. 

For the last three years the 
big investment institutions 
have gradually been increas- 
ing their holdings of index- 
linked gilts. As a result, prices 
of index-linked gilts are now 
trading close to their year’s 
highs. 

Yet most of this rerival has 
passed the individual investor 
by. Most individuals, by and 
large, do not buy index- 


linked gilts, preferring to 
put their money either into 
building societies, equities 
or into insurance products 
of various kinds. 

Conventional gilts are tra- 
ditionally not very popular 
with ordinary -investors 
either, and it may be that 
index-linked are simply too 
complicated to catch on. 
Certainly, most people seem 
blissfully unaware that they 
exist, let alone bow they 
work. 

Why should this be so? 
. Cynics may say it is because, 
unlike unit trusts, nobody 
has a vested interest in sell- 
ing or advertising them. A 
simpler reason may be that 
investors are simply not 
accustomed to think in terms 
of real — rather than nominal 
- returns. 

It is much easier to think 
in terms of actual cash 
returns, rather than on the 
purchasing power which that 
cash represents. A 3.5 per 
cent “real” return does not 
sound either very meaningful 
or very impressive. Yet it is 
the equivalent of 6.5 per cent 
in money terms (adding the 
current inflation rate of 3.0 
per cent). 

The great attraction of an 
index-4teked gilt is that, if you 


hold it until its maturity date, 
both the income you receive 
and the capital you have 
invested are guaranteed to be 
fully protected against 
inflation. 

No other investment offers 
such an effective guarantee 
of both income and principal. 
As the guarantee comes from 
the Government, the money 
is even more secure than ft 
would be in a bank or build- 
ing society. The guaranteed 
return - 3.5 per cent in real 
terms - is at least double 
what you currently get on a 
building society deposit 
account. 

Add to that the other 
advantages of buying any 
kind of gilt - you can buy 
them direct or at a post office 
for the tiniest of commis- 
sions, with no brokers, or 
advisers to pay - and their 
neglect seems bizarre. 

- A 35 per cent real return 
may not sound like much, but 
given how risk-averse many 
investors are, it is by no 
means unattractive. Not for 
nothing are index-linked gilts 
are dubbed “the . ultimate 
defensive investment’*. 

As Stephen Lofthouse 
points out in an excellent 
new book about personal 
investing*, it may be that 


investors have been misled by 
the high returns which have 
been available on shares in 
the 1980s into projecting 
them forward indefinitely. It 
is true that returns from 
index-linked gilts have lagged 
well behind both shares and 
conventional gifts in the last 
10 years. 

The annual total return 
from an index-linked gilt in 
the ten years to 1995, for 
example, was 7.9 per cent, 
against 14.2 per cent for con- 
ventional gOts and 18.6 per 
cent for equities. 

But this is only part of the 
story. Investment is about 
risk as well as reward. It so 
happens that the last 10 years 
have been characterised by 
conditions - falling interest 
rates and inflation, rising cor- 
porate profitability - which 
have been uniquely 
favourable to shares, broadly 
kind to conventional gilts 
and least suited to index- 
linked gilts. 

Yet the one certainty is 
that neither shares nor con- 
ventional gilts can sustain 
the kind of high real returns 
recently achieved forever, ft 
is a historical aberration 
which must one day come to 
an end. 

As Lofthouse points out. 


the long-term real return on 
equities is 7-8 per cent. But 
that is before taking account 
of charges and costs. 

If you bold all your shares 
through a unit trust or invest- 
ment trust, the effective real 
return after taking account of 
costs and management 
charges may tells to some- 
thing nearer 4.0-5.0 per cent 

per annum. 

For that you have to take 
on all the risks of the equity 
market. For any long term 
investor, starting out today, 
the 35 per cent real return 
on index-linked gilts looks 
very attractive by compari- 
son, given that it comes 
entirely risk-free and at a 
time when inflationary risks 
appear to be reviving. 

Of course nobody should 
put all their money into 
index-linked. They will never 
produce fireworks. But the 
case for making them part of 
any sensible investment port- 
folio looks stronger today 
than for a long time. 

And if inflation does 
revive, and real yields decline 
further, you will have the 
chance to make capital gains 
as well. 

*‘Uow to Fix Your Finances' 
John Wiley & Sons. 


PERSON AI . P E NS I ON’S 

Do you need a personal 
pension that lets you vary 
contributions without 
paring a penalty ? 


You may be quite happy with your pension. Until you try 
to change h. 

Penalties for early retirement, penalties for varying 
contributions, even penalties for thing. You begin to wonder 
just whose pension it is. 

You see, in order to pay commission to brokers and 
middlemen, some companies impose severe penalties on 
their personal pension plans, should you wish to make 


Happily, Hie Equitable life has never paid commission 
to third parties for the introduction of new business. You 
don’t have to commit yourself to paying identical 
contributions every year. And, should you decide to retire 
early, your benefits would be exactly the same as if you had 
chosen that date initially. 

What is more, you have the reassurance of knowing that 
your pension fund is in the hands of one of the finest 
investment teams in the U.K. 

If you’d like to know- more, call (0990) 3S 4S 58 or send 
off the coupon below- for further information by post and by 
telephone. 
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The Equitable Life 

You profit from our principles 
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For your protection, telephone conversations «riQ be recorded. Sunjrrte Services Ird. Registered in England Ho. 1304204. Registered Office: 107 Cheapside. London EC2V «hj. Represents ve only ol the Sun Life Marketing Croup, 
members of which an restated by the Personal investment Authority and/or IMRO. for the purposes only of advising on and selling Me assurance, pension and unit trust contracts and Investment services bearing Sun LHC's name. 

Sun Life could, in the future, contact you wttti deta 9 s of other Sun Life products and services. Please advise us if you do not wish 10 receive Iniormanun. IOOS 


Proshare, the non profit- 
making organisation to pro- 
mote wider share ownership 
has negotiated a series of 
deals which will allow new 
members to trade shares at 
discount commission rates 
through Fidelity, NatWest 
Stockbrokers and Birming- 
ham-based Sharehmk. 

Membership costs UK 
residents £34.95 for a year if 
paid by direct debit, or 
£39.95 otheiwise. Overseas 
residents pay another £15. 
Call 0171-394-5200 or write 
to Library Chambers, 13/14 
B3singhaU Sl, London EC2 
for application forms. 

Fidelity will offer new 
Proshare members up to £35 
off the commission on the . 
first trade if they open a 
Stockbroking Service or 
Stockbroking Plus account, ; 
or off the cost of the first * 
trade after opening a '• 
Fidelity ActiveTrader 
Account (which offers spe- 
cial low rates to investors 




who trade at least 25 times a 
year in UK securities), plus 
a 50 per cent discount on 
the first year’s service fee. 

Natwest Stockbrokers 
offers a 10 per cent discount 
oc dealing charges through 
its Brokerline telephone 
dealing service plus a 20 per 
cent discount on the annual 
fee for its advice service, 
access to its research news 
sheets and discounts on the 
bank’s will and executive 
services. 

Share-link is offering a 
£50 cashback for ProShare 
members who open a self- 
select PEP or transfer an 
existing PEP to a new JPre- . 
mier PEP. There is also a 30 
per cent discount on Pre- 
mier snew issue bulletin.. 

TbeAITC and Sharefink 
are launching a new low- 
cost execution-only share- 
dealing service, called 
Share-IX for investors want- 
ing to buy or sell investment 
mist shares. There is no 


charge to set up die - 
account, the dealing charge 
is 1 per cent up to £2500 

with a £10 minim um, telling 

to 0.75 per cent between 
£2500 and £5,000 and a 
maximum of £45 on deals' 
up to £75,000. Details on 
0121-200-4591. 

If another US fashion 
crosses the Atlantic stand by 
for a specialised UK unit 
trust targeted at gays and 
investing only in gay-friendly 
companies. The Meyers, 
Sheppard Pride Fund wfl] 
not invest in companies 
unless they have a progres- - 
sive policy towards gays and 
lesbians, says Shelly Meyers, 
the fund’s portfolio man- 
ager. She has identified 400 
US companies that meet its 
requirements, such as oper- 
ating policies of non-dis- 
crimination and offering 
benefits to partners of gay 
employees. Among them are 
American Express and Time 
Warner. 
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Your shopping will need to be even more economical if you’re ' 
married. You, and your partner, will be entitled to just 
^ 97-75 a week between you. 

Don't despair. Now there’s a better way to provide for 
yourself. A way thafs both simple and flexible. And a way 
that provides you with regular statements, so you can keep 
track of what’s going on: the 5 unline Retirement Account 

You can change your contributions to suit your needs. 

You can choose from three different pension fends: two 
with proven track records and one with useful guarantees. 

Call our helpful staff on 0345 322 223 between 8 am and 
8 pm weekdays, or 11am to 6 pm weekends. 

And don't leave your pension in a state. 









Pensions straight from Sun Life 
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Vesta's return - 
Just add TV 

By Meg Carter 

T he vogue for breathing new life into old 
brands from the Sixties and Seventies 
goes from strength to strength- First it 
was Spam. Then Spangles. And now Vesta 
Meals, the ultimate in easy to prepare ready 
meals. Vesta is back on TV after an absence of 
eight years with an advertising campaign that 
lakes the form of a spoof rockumentaiy series . 
charting the fortunes of Britain’s most consis- 
tently unsuccessful rock band. The Vestas. 

In a series of five, three-minute long ads, 
we learn how lead singer Willy Wallis and his 
pals fare from the rnid-60s beat boom 
through to their glam-rock phase in the early 
Seventies. Bach installment features past and 
present interviews and archive footage. The 
result is a joy. not least thanks to the po- 
faced commentary of Johnnie Walker and a 
Vestas' family tree constructed by rock 
archivist Pete Frame. Further installments 
have yet to be made, including the band's 
heavy metal period (Iron Vesta). 

Episodes one to five are running at the 
same time each Friday night for the next 
month taking up an entire commercial break. 1 
Each is plugged in the preceding week by 
ten-second "trailers. Tour T-shirts and a CD 
have already been produced and the band, 
fronted by real-life singer Les Payne (once 
voted Britain's least successful musician), 
may even go on tour in the new year. 

S'et despite the grand scale of the idea, the 
campaign has been constructed on an adver- 
tising shoestring. “An extremely modest bud- 
get." is how' Sara Bennison, Vesta account 
director at advertising agency Ammirati Purls 
Lintas, describes the £250,000 total cost. “We 
planned a single 20 second commercial, but 
the idea mushroomed," she explains. “But we 
did it all for the agreed budget, calling in 
many favours to do so.” 

Vesta wants to introduce itself to a new 
generation, she says. Launched back in 1962, 
die brand was the first taste of Indian cuisine 
for many. However, the growth since of eat- 
ing out and arrival in the UK of a broader 
range of exotic world cuisine took the edge 
off subsequent sales. 

Vesta’s boom time was the Seventies, when 
it became a staple of student larders through- 
out the land, says Vesta spokesperson Helen 
Park. “We enjoyed a steady and loyal follow- 
ing, notably amongst former students who in- 
troduced their brands to kids. We have since 
been less able to attract a new following.” 

So, Vesta tightened its belt, pulling out of 
TV advertising in 1988. But, in the words of 
Bennison: “It refused to die”. And with the 
recent nostalgia fad for Seventies’ brands, 

Vesta has decided the time is now for resur- 
rection. Although success will only be evident 
in six to 12 months, the company is quietly 
confident “Vesta enjoys a 70 per cent share 
(by volume) of the £20m dried ambient food* 
market” Park says. “If The Vestas take off as 
we hope, we could double (our) volume." 

*Dried ambient foods are neither frozen or 
“ wet r . Nor are they reconstituted, like Pot Noo- 
dle (for which you just add water). They are, in 
effect, a meal kit, comprising sauce and noo- 
dles or rice, which are boiled, simmered or 
fried. Mmmm. 


Six of the best toasters 



Long gone are the 
days when toasters 
merely browned 
your bread. Today 
they can warm your 
croissants, -toast 
bagels and wont 
bum extra thick 
fresh cut bread. It 
seems that . 
manufacturers have, 
woken up to the 
possibility that this 
once dull appliance 
can actually add a 
degree of style to the 
kitchen. The use of 
retro chrome and 
contemporary 
coloured plastics has 
made the toaster a 
functional, funky 
and user-friendly 
appliance. There's 
bound to be one to 
suit every home. 


Stylist .-'Holly Davies; photographer: Tony Buckingham 



1 Classic Coolwall 2 slice 
chrome toaster, £34.99, 
by Russell Hobbs. The 
Coolwall combines traditional 
sty line with modern features, 
including removable crumb tray 
and a frozen bread selector 
button.'The best things defi- 
nitely come in small packages. 
Available from Areas, branches 
nationwide: for other stockists 
call 


White oval 2 slice toaster, 
£19.99, by Rowenta. 

The simplicity of its 
design and its economical price 
make this a good basic toaster. 
The little round slider is nice to 
use and the addition of a cancel 
button is always useful. Avail- 
able from selected John Lewis 
Stores nationwide; for other 
stockists call 01604 760291. 


3 White Quadra 2 dice 
toaster with bun warmer, 
£42.99, Rowenta. The 
most unusual design of the 
bunch. This is a small and com- 
pact toaster good for anyone 
who hates clutter in the 
kitchen. The addition of a bun 
warming rack make those con- 
tinental breakfasts all the more 
inviting. Selected John Lewis 
Stores nationwide; for other 
stockists call 01604 760291. 


4 Cream Sunrise XL toaster 
with opaque amber lid, 
£49.95, Philips. Philfns 
have come up tramps with mis 
big beauty. It's very easy to use 
and loves thick crusty bread. It 
comes with the addition of a 
bun warming rack and lid mak- 
ing this groovy design all the 
more usefuL Available from 
Comet stores nationwide. For 
. other stockists call 0181-689 
2166. 


Primrose yellow Gildo 

toaster, £74.95, Guzzini. 
This Italian prima donna 
likes to be used. The handles 
mean that you can check your 
toast at any time to ensure per- 
fect browning. Other colours 
available include pistachio and 
dove grey. Available from The 
Conran Shop, Michelin House, 
81 Fulham Road, London SW3 
(enquiries 0171 5S9-7401). 


6 Mint green and chrome 2 
slice toaster, £120, 

Dualit. Always a favourite, 
the Dualit is the classic toaster, 
used by caterers and style 
guru's alike. Normally seen in 
chrome but now available in 
min t., primrose, lavender and 
cream. Available from Heals. 
Tottenham Court Rd. London 
Wl. For other stockists call 
0171-639-5271. 





motoring 


Gar Accessories 


THE TOP 
CHOICE 

FOR CAR 
ROOF 
BOXES 
& 

THULE 

ROOF 

BAR 

SYSTEMS 

Hation wide De-fiver r & Rentals 



To receive our free 
colour brochures 

Tel: (01732)884408 

Snowdiains Europroduas Wrodum Rd 
Borough Green Kent TN 15 ODG 


autofarm haprT) 


Collectors Cars 


Specialist In M.G. Sports Cars »am|g 

FOR SALE FOR SALE FOR SALE 

Lange selection of quality 

MGB ROADSTERS, 
MGBG.T.'S, AND MIDGETS 

All fully serviced, all with MoTs 
warranted and most have service history 

Ali M.G. Models urgently wanted 


Tel: 01 707 576033 • 0831 555655 Heri-orcisriire 


Registration Numbers 


MARKET RESEARCH 

33 DAISY HILL DRIVE, CHORLEY PR6 9NE 


BAA 3J350 
AD 7938 1,600 
AH 9353 1350 
335 BAX US0 

(BAXTER) 

72EBJJ 750 
BOB 19 5,250 

CEL I4Y 1,450 
(CELIA) 

COE 947V 325 
944 D6C 1.250 
PORSCHE! 


IP. 

DO 4855 
DEB 773V 
793DHR 
707 EDM 
EK 7631 
S2IEPD 
IBEflX 
J4FCA 
(Mr JA FCA) 
FJH 156 1 J50 
FSUS68 950 
(PORSCHE) 


tag 

750 

950 

1300 

1.450 

950 

L350 

985 


AH ADO 500 

[A! GADDI 
GBHBY 425 
GF 738 2.450 

GORSON A000 
(GORDON) 
>J6 ORE 975 
(JG0RQ 
GSW 4J50 
H6REY 500 
(H GREY1 
,345 GZ 1.000 
H4N0N 975 
(HANNON) 
HAZfl 2,500 
(HAZEL) 

30 HD 3,750 
KK4741 1.650 

HR 99 3,650 

JAGB01Y 395 
JIB 6666 1,000 
I JDG &500 


843 JKP 950 
JM 075 3J5Q 
JS 9363 3,550 
IJT2755 2J500 
KDL492 930 
321 KEN 33500 
lAOTKLB GOO 
(A 911 PORSCHE) 
KLR751 895 
IEO30Y 900 
&£QB0Y) 
i LIEUT 2550 
(LIEUTENANT] 
IS 7977 1.500 
|2MA 12JXX) 
100 MAJ 1JEQ 
. (MAJOR® 
JG88MAY 500 
M686MAY 500 
M3RCX 1.150 
(MERCEDES) 


MB8U 2.450 
(PORSCHE) 
MPH6W BOO 
NCI 22SOO 
50 NH *950 
1 630 NT 1.950 
|NVNI 3450 
flflVEN-NEVW 
M3 ROW 693 
4014 PP 1/500 
REG944X 600 
6W7RH 1,850 
PIN 9477 1.900 
977 RW 1A50 
SEP 65 1550 

SS 9649 2/360 
8UPE 1J660 
888 WB 2,750 
WJ5494 966 

WSU7M 495 
2527 WW 1,350 
YF435 1,250 


PHONE 01257 >182305 PHONE MOST ARE PLUS V.A.T 
FAX 01257 A74745 FAX ALL ARC PIUS THAHSFEn 


Jaguar/DaimJer 


1)0} I S JAGUAR 

i« >vi >< >rs 


- m OWE - 


MUEUWSbBfai.AC.Za: .XZ7J0 
M XJ Sport Mo, M.AR UK. taue 
WU Sport 32 teto, EU IK . m/as 
RMUEU.1Ugkn.1B.. ..J3UE 
MMUEUWa.Bkan. — JB1.M 
9WXI^MUWa,Ebs. 10X JMH 
SWSnU.BRGCHn.l4S ... X34£K 


BBQSHZIJUb,Bus JljBBf CUB 
9WUUWt.BtaB.545W . . Mja 
IUM(JMfl,0«y.57K . ...£H£fiS 
BIBSBUWs.9kn.SK.. . -COW 
nnuoDidws.Qisr.4aK. owes 
ML Bow n lg 34. «■«... . na.HF 
NLSoMr«les4JWi l (MMK £22 M 

aaUrU.BW.znc JAM 

LB HOWLS 

HUBCoMriUtMaBatii Cbjhs 
PLEASE CALL FOR A RAX UST. 
OUT OF HOURS 

0421 924519 


LOW MLEAGE JAGUARS 
. ALWAYS WANTS}. 


113 BRIGHTON ROAD ^ 

01816883656 SSS 


Motor Services 


What price 
safety? 

D - j ,-;j 7;-;. ::izz~z 

c' iiZ.'i" : -z2T~,\i' s; i' rz'.z'i.z y 

£C=? A:.3r;A: -3 

"■.V'.rS s=''-:-' c' ^ 

-:r • 'vis* -rr. vs izz'zss f-S 

of your Local 1AM Group complete the M £ a 
coupon and return Freepost I 2 I 


LAM. FresposL SW1965. 359 Chiswick High Road. 
London. W44BR. Tat 0181 -491 4403 Fax 0MT-994 S249 
or ws»w.iwn.Brgj* 




■ Post Cods ■ 


Cars for Sale 


FORD SCORPIOS - Exocuttwe, GMa 
end Ultima automatics, various 
colours, from £17075, saving up 
to C3500 ■ a unkjus price otter, 
Orky ovaBlfcfto to Oa 31M. Ctt 
Nick Lambort at John Graae, 
Kings Lynn : 01 553 704441. 


Mazda 


MAZDA CHOICE 

UK's Largest Choice of Used 
ifX-5, MX4] MX-3, etc 


Free Phone 
0800 323 626 


SAAB 


SAAB Largest Selection In East 
Angfla. Bu d dng Hw n Sartay Cm- 
bridge. 01223 zseZsUtoOtKB. 


To advertise in this section 
please call the Motoring Team 
m 0171 293 2646. 


Ttest Drive 



HEAVEN SOFTWARE 


SfKdafising in 
CD-ROM’S 


Games, Educational 
Reference, Business 

FORMULA ONE GRAND PRDC 2 
THE BEST DRIVING SIMULATION IN THE WORLD? 
For £2839 

WHEN YOU BUY THE 

PER4MER SPORTS STEERING WHEEL 
ARCADE STYLE CONTROL DIRECT GAME 
PORT CONNECTION 
For £59J» 

Special Purchase on 35 (Sate 
Microsoft Auto Express UK & Ireland B42L99 
Microsoft Amo Express Europe £4199 . 
BuyBottial£B&99 
Also available on CD Rom 
Prices include VAT & UK PAP 
PO Box 89 Stevenage SGS 8X1 
Tel: 01 488 810411 Pax: 01438 816422 
Call for our Brochure 
Visa, Mastercard, Switch & Delia 


Ford in the spotlight 

Gavin Green visits the British Motor Show 


B ack in the Sixties, the 
British Motor Show was 
probably the world’s besL 
Our car industry was big and 
dynamic, and the show was 
held at Earls Court, which was 
then trendy and hip rather than 
full of bedsits and tramps. And 
if the metal wasn't interesting 
enough, you could always look 
at the flesh - Earls Court was 
like Page Three on the podium. 
Being in London, the show was 
also more of a magnet for both 
beautiful people and car indus- 
try movers and shakers than 
today's show ate, Birmingham. 

Nowadays, sadly, the British 
Motor Show is internationally 
a second-rater. The only world 
debuts held at this year’s Birm- 
ingham Show, which opened 
yesterday, were for a new 
Asquith Motor Carriage 
(who?) a black cab proposal a 
new Marcos (which, to all 
intents and purposes, is only 
sold in Britain anyway), a new 
TVR (ditto) and - thars it All 
the important new cars had 
their travellings at the Paris 
Show a fortnight ago. 

But while motoring hacks 
and those few Brits who ven- 
tured to the Parc des Exposi- 
tions may have seen the new 
motors before, most British 
punters have not And, this 
autumn, there are a lot of 
intriguing new cars about 
The twin stars of the show 
are, ironically, both at least 
part-British.’nie Jaguar XK8 is 
the latest creation from 
Britain's favourite sportscar 
maker the last new Jaguar 
sportster was unveiled 21 years 
ago. Who cares if it’s been seen 
in Paris? It’s just gone on sale, 
it looks great, and advance 
Orders are at record levels. 

Ford now calls the shots at 
Jaguar, and is also starting to 
pump out winners of its own. It 
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When Earl’s Court was the centre of the world 


has two of the best new offer- 
ings in Birmingham: the baby 
Ka and the revised Mondeo. 

The Ka, probably the single 
most interesting car at the 
NBC, is one of the boldest 
small cars in years, and certainly 
the bravest yet from Ford. It is 
aimed at the young and trendy, 
but, like all care so directed, will 
probably be bought mainly by 
old folk who like to think young. 
It deserves to be a big success. 

The Mondeo has been heav- 
ily reworked, especially the 
styling. Vhst new ovoid head- 
lamps meet big oval grille meet 
teardrop tail lamps: the one- 
time design dullard has come 
over all bold. 

But motor shows, like fash- 
ion shows, are really all about 
style. And if you want to ogle 
something that looks good, 
head straight for the Mercedes 
stand and see the new SLK 
roadster, soon for these shores. 
Its stand-and-gawk gorgeous 
looks will be allied to a reason- 
able £30,000- ish price tag. 

Less beautiful, but still mem- 
orable, is the similarly priced 
Porsche Boxster - a poor man’s 
911. Much less beautiful, but 


still kind of handsome for ; 
Vblvo, is the Swedes’ new C7I 
coupe, further confirmation o 
Volvo's determination of shei 
off its duil-but-dependabli 
image. Vhl Kilmer, set to pla; 
The Saint in an upcominj 
movie, will be driving a C70 oi 
screen, 30 years or so nftc 
Simon Templar fought the bad 
dies and wooed the babes in. hi 
PI 800, the last half-decent look 
ing car that Vblvo made. 

Unlike the recent Brit i si 
Fashion Shows, the Britisl 
Motor Show is not about to elc 
vated back onto the world stage 
Only a move back to Londm 
and a revival of our native cn 
indusny (one unlikely, the othe 
wiy unlikely) would see to that 
But there arc lots of imerestini 
cars at the NEC this year 
Which, at the end of the day 
probably matters more thai 
where they were seen first. 

The British International Mvto 
Show) National Exhibitum Cm 
tre, Birmingham. Open until 1, 
October. V.30am-?pm (5.30pn 
on the lastdav). Adults £9, smioi 
citizens and children £5. 
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By Siobhan Dolan 


T he typical British attitude towards home- 
grown fruit, and apples in particular, 
could be compared to living with a cor- 
don bleu chef and ordering pizza every 
night Despite the fact that there are more than 
2,CXK) varieties of English apple, most of us would 
be hard pressed to name more than one (the good 
old Cox. no doubt). And even though British 
apples are widely regarded as the best in the 
world, we’re happy to load our trolleys with uni- 
formly bland foreign imports. 

Apple Day on 21 October is a timely reminder 
of what we’re missing. Hundreds of events up and 
down the country this weekend, from apple iden- 
tification sessions to tastings, cider pressing and 
orchard rambles, will celebrate the rich history 
of our “national fruit”. 

Sue Clifford from Common Ground, the 
organisation which started the event in 1990, 
explains the motivation behind the initiative. “We 
were concerned about the disappearance of 
orchards and wanted to bring fruit back into the 
national consciousness," she says. “We came 
across this extraordinary fact, that over the years 
there have been 6,000 varieties of apple. This says 
a lot about our ingenuity in relation to nature.'’ 



Joan Morgan, co-author of The Book of Apples , 
and a trustee of the BrogdaJe Horticultural 
Thist in Faversham, Kent - home to The National 
Apple Collection, which numbers more than 
2,000 varieties - is in no doubt as to die superi- 
ority of our homegrown fruit Over the past 20 
years she claims to have tasted and annotated 
almost all of the world's apples. “Nowhere else 
is there quite such a wonderful spectrum as in 
England," she insists, “and nowhere else demon- 
strates the unique seasonal progression from the 
earliest applet like the Irish Peach and Discov- 
ery, to the Worcester with its lovely strawberry 
flavour, to the Ellison Orange with a hint of 
aniseed, to the very savoury James Grieve., and 
then die Cox with its mtense, aromatic quality.” 

What a shame, then, that this diversity is so 
poorly reflected in most of our supermarkets, par- 
ticularly at the moment with the.harvest season 
in full swing. A tour around some of the main pro- 
tagonists earlier this week revealed that Asda 
boasted six English varieties out of a total of 10; 
Whifrose had four out of 10, Sainsbury’s had four 
out of 1L while Safeway carried three out of eight 

“What? s so sad,” according to Sue Clifford, “is 
that we’ve allowed aggressive marketing from 


France and very good science from New Zealand 
to push our apples even off the autumn shelves, 
which is mad” 

However, she’s adamant that it’s not simply a 
case of railing against foreign imports. “Our argu- 
ment isn’t at all a xenophobic one. It’s about I pol- 
ity, so we’d like to link With people in France and 
New Zealand and talk about the importance of 
growing and eating apples locally, in their season, 
and keeping the culture of that place well and 
truly alive.” 

Paul Smith from Brogdale, reveals that one in 
10 of those who fill in questionnaires when they 
visit the orchards ask “Why can’t we get these 
apples in the shops?" He is in no doubt as to the 
reason. “It’s far easier for the supermarkets to get 
500 tons from one source than go around to a lot 
of suppliers getting smaller amounts from each.” 

Sue Clifford from Common .Ground reckons 
that we must all, as consumers, accept some 
responsibility. “We’ve tried not to say that it’s the 
European Community’s fault or the supermar- 
kets’ fault as we’re all implicated. If we’re buy- 
ing these things, then we're all party to the 
process. We should say to the retailers. “Where 
are the varieties you had last year?. Where are 


all those mentioned in your newspaper ads?’ " 

And persistence can reap rewards. Asda. for 
example, has for the first time this year, installed 
an English Apple and Pear Buyer at Whkeley Dis- 
tribution in Rainhnm Kent from where he is able 
to access local suppliers and growers at first hand. 
Meanwhile. Brogdale is currently negotiating with 
one of the big retailers in an effort to make the 
fruits of its orchards more widely available. 

“In theory, the only months that we can't eat our 
own apples are May, June and half of July," says 
Sue Clifford. “The rest of the year, you’re either 
picking them and eating them straight from the 
tree, and right through until late April and early 
May you’re eating the last of the late picking.” 

Who knows, in the not too distant future, our 
own Granny Giffaid could be giving Granny 
Smith a run for her money. 

Apple Day events around the country today. Sun. 
Details from Common Ground, (0172-379 3109 ) 

Brogdale Horticultural Trust, Fmrrsham, Kent 
(01795 5352S6) 

Mail order English apples from : Crapes Farm. 
Aldham, nr Colchester. Essex and Charlton 
Orchards, Creech St Michael, Somerset 


The 

Britcrop 
taste test 


Spartan: 

Expert Perfumed, flavour like a strawberry 
and melon cross. Sweet, with some acidity, 
juicy and crisp. 

Our testers: “Crisp and sweet - slightly tart 
edge”; “Lovely and fresh”; “Supermarket 
sweet - dreary" 

Egremont Russet: 

Expert: Very distinctive flavour. Almost 
smoky tannic quality develops after keeping. 
Our testers: “Delicious, slightly fizz)’ with a 
woody texture. Perfect with cheese"; “Firm, 
slightly spicy, tart and a good texture”; 
“YucL" 

Red Pippin 

Expert: Has a cox-likc flavour; sweet but 
with plenty of balancing acidity. 

Our testers: “Fresh ana sharp with a subtle 
flavour"; “Bit floral, but nice and crunchy”; 
“Flavour of an English summer”. 

Royal Gala 

Expert: Perfumed, honeyed and juicy. 

Our testers: “Reassuringly middle of the 
road, but very pleasant and juicy”: “Excel- 
lent for applcjuice". 

Elstar 

Expert: Intensely flavoured, honeyed, 
sweet, crisp juicy flesh. Widely available 
now bur don't really come into their prime 
until November - may be too tart for 
some. 

Our testers: “Suitably tart, tastiest of all"; 
“Too floury in texture”; “Lack of texture 
and slight sourness disappointing.” 

Cox’s Orange Pippin 

Expert: Delicious. Variously described as 
spicy, honeyed, nutty and pear-like. A. subtle 
blend of great complexity. 

Our testers: “Flesh too floury”; “Nice and 
tart, but too soft"; “Nutty, good with 
cheese." 

The Expert: Joan Morgan, author of The 
Book of Apples and probably the only per- 
son alive to have tasted and annotated al- 
most every one of the world's apple 
varieties. ’ 

The apples: Andy Willis, Asda's English ap- 
ple buyer made a selection from Asda’s or- 
chards in Kent. For more information about 
Asda’s English apple week, call 0500- 
100055 
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classified • independent traders 


fiat 0171 293 2505 


Fbr Sates 


■Fbr Sales 


Unusual Gifts 


Unusual Gifts 


Health & Leisure 


?ht 






In 1 800 Joseph Sewill started to 
craft the finest timepieces and 
weather instruments in th e world . 
Giving you 200 years 

of unbroken tradition 

and .craftsmanship. flHBBjBra 


T d jpfwronc the naTismawhip. 
hcnuisc. mkIkmi and iradmoi 


hcnugc. pircisMi and imdaiond v 
qualify' jfljK JixJar fo iwu btc 
TuH culMtr brochure, containing an 

hBhf* rang? of iw 200 cfacfcs. 
watches. hammerers and huopaphs. 






DC&sfcS) 

SEWnLS 


wn 1 XOPAY tor your compliment copy bf *e ScwtUs 
.unuininK fascinating histone facts and details of 
hrtKhuu lunw j, and weather Instruments, 

Ffw demit, of a range of FREE 

r £,[p. - all without any 

t0d3y - ' 

n 1 5 1 708 7744 ot l» » ^ •»' « Wl 1,777 °f' 'T™ 

U 1 3 1 ' V T ' - upp. Mon -FiL u.Otbtn-12. Wpm 

.ipmWxr ciTUN 3UJW ' ^ HnwI ! 

Vm j 


- cj*oe«)*<TrR ’2Sw^S^**^** J ™**” 


impotence mSTSaW probHarv Tr j®d 
wmaotary meno*t tfw past SOyew&l Je 

and tested I»y L^Uivpu etnoy a *P«oy return 

BlAKOE ring can^>eipyp‘ j advice ts given 

to a noth** tlB ?^^2^e!d^'ConWonlial id 1 W 

i rn our FREE 26 WB*. . TSfooe* NOT entail an 
service is SSJSiwS Ort»r now 

^^?RQ8d. LOND ON SW1S 
rn «,. HUT) 225 Putney B MP ^ 

please call the 

Independent TradersTeam 

~,nt71 293 2344/2323^ 


Ml W* 




Explicit & sexy 80-page colour catalogue 
rare, forbidden images, once banned, many published 
for the Em rimeSl discreetly mailed - (adults only). 


Send £ 5-00 cheque (to ‘EPS*) or Visa/Mastercard details to: 
EPS Dept. IB. PO Box 10645 , London SW 1 D 92 T 
TEL: 0171-351 6957 or FAX: 0171-244 8999 


! Tables. Chairs^ Dressers, 
Chests. Desks. Bedroom 
Furniture, Wan Unite, alt 

mmFmmgm 

<01845) 522000 

nn.WitrtMiHa.IN* . J 




What’s On 

PHANTOM pop » sport. CJXon. 
Oasts. SSnfl 0171 823 rma 


Fashion 


MILUOMS BURST 
EVERT YEAR 


NORWEGIAN SWEATERS 


pS ISS3I 

CflHES COMPLETE WTIH 

cuenew puwb rtOKawc 

dSMWC 15 

■&.g 6 »)«w uu rt rttlrtrt 

OH0 WWKBBSHniB: 

E3H424K33SSX 

SiSixaSrtL KAsraua. 

gg°3~ "«aas 
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R O SlE M EPERStagaa 

I ’EgSgOSg' de<anOT - 
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From Bang on the Door.L 
100 % white cotton t-shirts. 
Stea XL £1&99 each Inc 
postage & packaging. 

Rode Niaper, 12 , 

1 12 Munster Road, 
Teddington. Middlesex, ) 
TWll 9 LL or phone / 
0181-255 9026 < 24 hrs) / 
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Fashion 



HADE TO MEASURE 

TROUSERS. 

AT OFF THE PEG PRICES! a-***'*" 


CMJ.MOWFOR K 

epggmroaMTioii pacx . , E 

rHccwo cloth samwjs S.M 2 I 2 ? 5 * 

Tel: 01384 560 ^0 wbSbmmM ~ 

or emwt phma out ot hoi— ftit n iM y Mhad In tie coaton at 
Tiadiuanai Brlnan Trauaar |Or Ml horaa when lahS our mouo 
Spaclaiiat lor Oaar 23 raara ipoda la rtMun Monng qrnm. 

Year Personal Tailor exclusive ramie of over 

BROOK MARTI WE 

CO. LTD. [Dap« WO 431 FREPPOST (No Majnp laqutrall 

M, Foot Oak SfaMt. Cndtav Haarn. Wartay: Wrtt IBdlanda. BM SBR 

Rbb 0UB4 BBS Ote. Funny Shop: MwvM Sam to Born saamtoipri 
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GIFT GUIDE 

Is your company 
advertising this 
Christmas? 

’ You can reach over 1.45 million readers in 
: The Independent and Independent On 
: Sundcrj; 1996 Christmas Gift Guide.* ■ 
Appearing lor 7 weekends from October ' 
: 26th and 27th, we offer great incentives j 
for you to advertise in both publications. 
Fbr information on costs and deadlines 
please call; 

The Quistmas Gift Guide Team 
on 0171 293 2344 
.0171 293 2323 
or fax 0171 293 2505 

•Scum.- NRS July 1 995 • June 1996 
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RED STAR 
WRISTWATCH 


Unbeatable value at £27.95 
as pqtetBHMBl aAMlii In l» tawr 
Urn dI Softs 9«Ud hptta m at 
M Sm rt Hams ad Sdh Mpb an b 
rtV ■““» cM Crap* wi wd Men 

rtp.p»MMdtri2BO*a 

Ma7itapiMM)LSmtt 

CtadrtktSbrt 

Da DU B*n Z 4 Badtof Wlw* 
itawmittaxi 
It BIX7SMIM Fac 013X7 3SB*8 

H»Qrtn»rtMU»nM 


LfiaifltaidiiBnwItaU 

!&!KJ-1596i5«^Ntw(spD? 

faaBHLIaJy h rpawainQ. 

REMEMBER WHEN 
520PnrieyWay, CBS 
Croydon CR04CE □ is 


A EHRTHDATE Nawspaper. Proe- 
phnno (oaoO) M6809- 


CoDecting 

FINE ANTIQUE 
DINING TABLES 

A good selection of 19 th century mahogany 
extending dining 

tables always in jgfl dhequtl 

JUdekampiUad, 

* <Bu!u 

Library and writing W MSWOIBU 
furniture also Only 6 mms from J 13 M 4 

usually available 

We will endeavour to find the table vou require i 


Le plaisir d'apprendre 


ta'pme your FREN C H 

- Read articles and short stories in French 

■ Speak the language better 

■ Understand more of what you hear 

• Learn more about France and French life 
with the help of our popular and unique range of 
French language products: 

La Vie Outre-Manche: Ie magazine cn langue 
ffangaise pour fes lecterns du Royaume-Uni 
Audio cassettes: improve your grasp of spoken 
French while driving the car or doing the homework 
Short stories by famous French authors: books 

and andio cassettes 

Many translation aids 
to assist comprehension and enjoyment. 
Details (post free) from: 

La Vie Outre-Manche 
FREEPOST. MA 131 UI) 

Maidstone ME15 9BR 
Fax: (01622) 691 922 
Td: (01622) 682122 (24 hour) 


BOOK 

PUBLISHER 

Invltra out hqra to send 
tpjmtiBcriptt fflf 
publjratton. AU typn 
caicudcTed and NSW 
AUTHORS weJcotn*. 
BOOKMAN AT LESS COST. 
Limited editions and 
I smlstrd -cU’ pubUgblng. 
MEIU11S BOOKS LTD 
BnnntM, DmnBXJJISA 
Tel; [0X271) 81GOS0 
Frog 1Q127H B12I1T 


Don't fmget 

bo mention' 

•. The Independent 
'When replying to 
’.adverts 


doe siriiG make! 

YOUR BACK ACHE? I 

Are the hours you spend I 

travelling, at work or away from DCi.| 
the only chair that suits you i^yl 

made a misery because of / ■ 

BACK AND SOAITC PAIN? /T ^UL/ | 
Cushions and pads may . 

help for a while but they will never I 

convert a seat or chair that is bad for _ 

your back into one which gives you | 

comfort and relief. And that is what you « 
are looking for. 9 | 

The MEDesign BACKFRIEND was the ■ 
first such seat to be selected for the | 
London Design Centre in 1985 . 1 
JwG *h supports the whole spine and I 
in this way takes the load off I 
youf lower back " 

The seariiase ensures that I 
y v. the curve of the back rest is* 

always at the right height | 

• It is adjustable for heigh* and can be set • 

at any angle you choose 1 

•Available in a choice of 7 colours ® 

• It is light, portable and you can use it | 

anywhere to make any seat or chair J 

comfortable | 

• From a medcal, orthopaedic and 
ergonomic point of view it is unrivalled I 

• Made in England and sold in I 

30 countries. | 

WHAT IS MORE: -You can have it | 
for a 14 day HOME TRIAL I 

-It carries a 5 year -No sales people I 
guarantee will call I 

“ m “ mm — - — — ■ 

Post the FREEPOST coupon today - no stamp | 
needed. Or phone 01704 542373 far more ■ 
information. Personal callers are always wekorttt.1 
To: MEDejdgn Ltd. FREEPOST. Southport. “ 

Merseyside PRS 1BR (DeyUND IWIO) 1 

’lease send me my heeSadcfriendhieraniie.-x " 


I Name _ 
! Address 


Post Code 



Backfriend 


GUARANTEED AIR POROUS 
MITE FREE BEDDING COVERS 
Send for details & VAT amplion 
ABetgr rHw< Piadudf Ltd, Mansini 
Hnw,' KLarion Raid. f 015 36 F, 
Ttim7DJ3»nf/5SfiII9 
Fdvfll7tQS329W/ffNa 


> j 

J t NEWSPAPER * t 

J J For AH Thtw Voj Speail » J 
1 i Qaatwas And > ► 

\ « .•''Baddalc* of RecS^ . » ► 
5 ► < -^g gk«(AifTafa i^ > ; ; 
J J FREEPHONE U8tt6 906 6Wj < 
i J ^ Aay Day, tof Tire i I 
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want to be a 
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Text & photos by Mary Dunkin 

en’s mum may not approve of his chosen them to have Kensington 

fancy dress outfit, bm 99,999 other patents Meanwhile, in a ht^sh^mw^ 

in the last couple of years have forked out 

Q new flan* that* nAvnainA Mn vmillW O mil nr! 3 


.1 

m 

M. 

■m 


in the last couple of years have forked out ± hundred. Janey Hillborough 

£29S9 so that their offspring can prance around as ^^^ohertys^d by wiling traditional 
a Power Ranger. According to Clive Jones, 3011 hJmail order. List year they 

marketing director of Dekker toys,, the largest . . toys and ^ by |f / t and opened t 

manufacturer of children’s-dressrac uo clothes m added dressing up o 


and 


. *1 
'■ ill 



- their outfits 

nmS^eric. iSnnah feels the film FOeohontas 
had an infuence on the sale of wg^uinriand Indian 
brave outfits, while 101 Dalnwhans P^ bI > 

Spiderman andSupennan and the girts want to be ' contributed to the succe^fuU’ur 

Bmemlda, from SSKf^Sd 

Dame. Fifteen years ago children might have bad traditional «• 

one cowboy outfit - now it’s not uncommon for - bnlKantly well with the Dalma 


since i ,wu, wtien me mm .Barman was rei«ai» 
demand for cowboys and Indians and Robin 
Hoods has dwindled - theyVe even discontinued 
the down. The boys want fo be Batman, 
Spiderman and Superman and the girts want to be 


Max wears a guardsman's outfit, 
£32.95, from The Hlfl Toy Co. “I 
don't go to dressing-up parties. 
When I get home from school I 
change into jeans and a T-shirt 
and a denim shirt. When 1 go to 
bed 1 wear swimming trunks and 
a non-sleeved T-shirt. 1 don’t 
watch Power Rangers any more. I 
liked Batman Fcrrcver, but I 
wouldn't like to dress up as 
Batman." 


Ben wears a Power Ranger 
playsurt, £29.99 from Hamleys. 
“My mummy thinks Power 
Rangers are violent 1 think 
they’re quite amusing and Daddy 
thinks they’re violent and 
■ Hannah [aka Garden Fairy] 
thinks they’re excellent. I used to 
watch them on television, but • 
when 1 came upstairs after . 
watching them 1 wrecked the 
bedroom when 1 was fighting with 
my sister and my mum said ‘if you 
don’t stop fighting, I’m not letting 
you watch Power Rangers'. So we 
went on arid on fighting and that 
was the end of us watching Power 
Rangers. But Pm not said - 1 like 
watching Paddington Bear. It’s nxy 
birthday tomorrow. I can’t wait to 
be six -I can beat-up my friend, 
George." 


Where to get it 


The Hill Toy Company: well 
made traditional dressing up out- 
fits — guards, fairies, nurses and 
animals. 71 Abingdon Road, 
London W8 (0171-937 8797). 
Ring 01765 689955 for catalogue. 


Letterbox: transform your child 
into a giraffe, elephant or lion. 
Call 01872 580 8S5 for a catalogue 


Dekker Toys: mostly character 
outfits for 2-year-olds to 6 plus. 
Toys R Us, Argos. Call 01 727- 
844421 for nearest stockist. 


Cheeky Monkeys: .has a good 
range of animal costumes, fairy 
outfits, and accessories. 202 
Kens ington Park Road, London 
Wll, (0171-792 9022); and 24 
Abbeville Road, London SW4, 
(0181-673 5215) 


Non-Stop Party Shop: great for 
accessories, especially for Hal- 
lowe'en. 216 Kensington High 
Street, London (H 171-^37 721K)) 


The Disney Store: Snow White, 
Cinderella, Pochahontas, Cap- 
tain Hook et al. The Disney 
Store, 140-4 Regent StXondon 
W1 (0171-287 6558). Call 01923 
220022 for local branches. 


Hamleys has a strong selection of 
children’s fancy dress outfits such 
as Esmerelda (see left). S8-96 
Regent Street, London W1 
(0171-734 3161). 


Charlie Crow Costumes spe- 
cialise in funy animal outfits for 
babies to 12-year-olds. Call 
01782^417133 for local stockists. 


Flora's Esmeralda costume, 
£24.99, Hamleys. 


Hannah's Fairy outfit came from 
Cheeky Monkeys: dress, 
£24.99, and shoes £16.99. The 
wand £ 1 - 25 , is from Non Stop 
Party Shop. “I like to dress up as 
ballerinas, queens, princesses and 
rabbits. I don't have any dressing- 
up clothes at home - 1 only have 
toys and books. I especially like 
the crown.” 


Katie's Nurse's uniform, £15.99, 
and bag; £21.95 ate both from 
The Hill lay Co. *1 pretend to be 
a nurse at home and my sister pre- 
tends to be a doctor. My friend lies 
on my bed and I test her reflexes. I 
think when you get older you get 
kind of bored of the babyish things 
like fairy costumes and princesses. 
I was 5 or 6 when I wore them - 
now my four-year-old sister wears 
them." 


Adam's Pirate costume, • 
£17.99. The hat, £5.99, and 
hook £1.25 are from Non Stop 


Zavina and her twin sister wear 
Daimation suits, £22.95 from 
The HiU Toy Co. “I like the Dal- 
matian costume but it's a bit 
scratchy. I want to wear it at par- 
ties and at school” 


From a grandfather's gift to high tech wizardry 

Brigid McConville looks at the latest crop of pre-school products at Nursery World 


T he second Nursery World Exhibition 
opened its doors at London's Earls Court 
Olympia yesterday and proved that 
although money can’t buy you love, when it 
comes to small children, it can buy a great deal of 
care and entertainment, not to mention safety. 

As todays overworked parents straggle to find 
“quality tune" for their children, their spending 
on educational games, toys, books and other 
materials for the very young has gone through 
the roof. And the pre-school market has been 
quick to respond. 

Although this is only the second time that the 
pre-school industry has turned out in force, the 
show is twice ns big as last year’s - which 
attracted 11,000 visitors - and next year, two 
exhibitions are planned. 

Although this exhibition is aimed at childcare 
professionals, it offers parents plenty to look at 


or buy. The big names like Berol and Lego are 
all there, but it's the original ideas from 
individual newcomers that make the exhibition 
worth a visit. 

Rebecca Sandy was a teacher until this 
summer when the pictures and stories she 
invented for her infant class became so popular 
that she gave up her job to launch her own 
company. Ten Town Teaching. 

The stories of the Ten Town characters help * 
children to remember how to write their 
numbers without reversing them. .There is 
Tommy 2, servant ro King L whose shape 
“kneels" to tie the kingly shoelaces, while Fiona 
5 does five knee bends as she goes for a jog - 
and so on. 

Rebecca invested £15,000 of her savings in 
the first print-run of Ten Town products, which 
include a frieze, flash cards, worksheets and 


parents’ book. Half have been sold since July - 
mostly by word of mOuth - which means that 
Rebecca has already got her money bade. “It 
was a huge leap of faith,” she says, “but it’s paid 
off”. 

The genesis of TWoey Toys was also one of 
homemade creations turned by popular 
demand into a family business. It was a doting 
grandfather’s handcrafted gift to his 
granddaughter - first a shop, then a blackboard 
- which grew into an attractive range of flat- 


packed play furniture, now sought after by 
; well as 


nurseries and playgroups as well as parents. 

Such ideas are obviously useful, and will 
certainly appeal to traditionalists. At the other 
end of the spectrum the show is a launch pad 
for a mind boggling range of computer 
programmes aimed at pre-school children. Two 
of Britain’s biggest computer software 


companies, Apple UK and Acorn, have joined 
forces to create the company Xemplar which is 
setting up a “software village" at the Nursery 
World Exibition. 

SEMERC (Special Education Micro 
Electronics Resource Centre) offers a range of 
more than 400 products for primary and special 
needs children. “Children with learning 
difficulties who may not be able to hold a pen 
can hit a switch," points out Margaret 
Thompson from SEMERC. “Texts can be made 
larger for visually impaired children, or they 
can hear what rs being typed Spell checkers 
and word prediction (where the screen suggests 
options) can also help children to learn.” 

TWIting Stories software from S hers ton - 
amongst others - aims to bring the Oxford 
Reading Thee stories to life with animation and 
sound. Publishers Dorling Kindersley have a 


Ten Town Teaching 01785 211284 
TWoey Toys 016974 78420 
SEMERC 0161 6274469 




good thing 


Shoppng fist fridge 
magnets, £7.99 



mad thing 

The LHfie Voodoo Kit £8.99 


Make running out 
of milk and for- 
getting to buy the 
cat’s food a thing 
of the past. Write 
your shopping list 
on the fridge. This 
magnetic kit 
comes with all 
manner of shop- 
ping suggestions and a. few blank cards for delicacies 
undreamt of by the it’s creators. 

The General Trading Co, call 0172-730 0411 


This malicious little outfit comes replete 
with book, doll and pins but the 
emphasis is less on the black arts than on 
new age “revenge therapy for the over- 
stressed”. The temptation is to stab 
furiously at the intimate body parts of 
your hate object, but with this kit you can 
refine your skills to subtle and specific 
probings. Tips for cases of exreme 
tension include naming a bag of jelly 
babies after that special person and 
putting them through a mincer. 
Professional help’s probably best at that 
point. Published by Baxtree at £8.99 



checkout news: shop with mother 


W ilkinson discount chain is cur- 
rently offering its customers the 
latest in supermarket fun for all 
the family- toddler-sized shopping trolleys. 
The discount retailer hopes that if children 
join their mothers strolling round the store 
with their own mini trolleys, they’ll be less 
likely to get bored and scream that they 
want to go home. Of course cynics might 
argue that it’s simply a way to ensure that 
parents’ are tantrumed into buying a 
child's shopping selection. Not so, accord- 


leys at the bigger stores in its 220-plus 
chain. According to Mr Brown the 
response has been positive. But then Mr 
Brown has not met Joyce Knight a sep- 
tugenarian, of Harlow, Essex. Mrs 
Knight’s encounter with the trolleys at her 
load branch involved ten-year-olds rac- 
ing in the aisles and a child bearing down 
on her at full pelt aiming for her bad leg 


mg to Gordon Bxown, managing director 
ofWilJdnsor 


m, who claims the trolleys are 
part of a new concept of trading- the aim 
being to bring" the whole ftunfly into 
stores. “Giving children their own trolleys . 
is part of that process." 

Wilkinson Jias already enriched the 
“whole family" shopping experience 
through the introduction of the kids trbl- 


^ Children were dashing around the store 
with the trolleys. The assistant said they’d 
bad no end of complaints but that head 
office were set on keeping them." she says. 

English tourists may have seen child-sized 
shopping ’trolleys in some French super- 
markets. The French children trot obedi- 
ently alongside Maman. apparently 
untenpted by adult legs. However, the more 
laissez-faire style of parenting favoured by 
Britons may result in a new variant of trol- 



• -*i* 
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Party Shop. “My favourite thing 
to dress as is a cowboy, but I 
hardly ever dress up when I'm ut 
home because my brother 
doesn't want to. I used to go to 
fancy dress parties, but not any 
more. They’re for four- or five- 
year-olds - and I'm six. The last 
one I went to I dressed up as a 
down. It's fun dressing up as a 
pirate because they're quite a lot 
more naughty than clowns 
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broad range of CD RQMs on display too: in PB 
Bear’s Birthday Party , based on the bestselling 
book, the words are highlighted as the story Is 
read, encouraging children to make the link 
between the spoken and written word. 

But what’s wrong with a human helper 
making this link, you may well ask? 

“Computers are no substitute for silting on 
mura’s knee," agrees Alan Bennett of Xemplar, 
“but Information Technology for pre-school 
children can help with their phonic skills and 
early counting". And of course, if your child 
Starts using keyboards at aged three or four, the 
software companies are likely to have a 
customer for life. 












* 




ley rage if the idea catches on here. 

But at the moment that seems unlikely 
Tesco and Asda both tried out kids-tral- 
fos ina handful of stores and rapidly with- 
*ew them after customer complaints. The 
Tesco shoppers were alarmed by checkout 
tantrums when the children realised they 
were not going to be allowed to keep the 
goodies they’d selected. An Asda 




making it harder to keep an eye on mem. 

Over at Wilkinson, Mr Brown remains 
a mim trolley supporter. “No one has 
brought any adverse reactions to the 
trolleys to my attention. Childcn certainly 
love them and there have been no acci- 
ents involving them. We want to make 
shopping at Wilkinson a life-time experi- 
ence. - 


Jenny Knight 
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Bridge Alan Hiron 


E-W game; dealer North 
North 
♦J 108 
<93 

07632 

+AQ7S2 

East 

, ♦Q 965 2 


West 

♦ 4 

<9J 9 65 
0 Q 10 9 5 
+J963 


<942 

OAKJ 

+K84 


Sooth 
+AK73 
<9AKQ 108 7 
084 

*10 

One of the curiosities of this game is that 
tne most natural-looking play in the world 
ran be completely wrong. This deal illus- 
trates the point well I am quite sore that 
nine players out of 10 would go astray. 
North passed. East (playing five -card 


majors) opened One Spade and South, giv 1 
up hope of better thin g*, overall ed with' 
Four Hearts. This sounded pre-emptive to 
West and, with little excuse, he doubled to 
end the auction and led 4*4. 

Declarer played the jack from dummy 
- would von not do the same? - and Fact 
intelligently played low. South could hardly 
play another spade at this point for fear 
of ruffs and he continued with three top 
trumps and exited with a fourth. 

West won and made the right switch to 
a club. After that, there was no way for 
declarer to escape a spade loser and care- 
ful defence by East led 10 a (veiy fortunate) 
one trick defeaL 

\ba have aD the duesu Hlow should South 
have played? The from dummy at trick 
one is the right card! This is covered by the 
nine but when in dummy later, after - 
clearing the trumps, declarer can run the 
♦ J. Whether tins is covered or not, be now 
loses no spade tricks and duly lands bis 
contract. 


Chess William Hartston 


vjaLJ 


to. 
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In the last round of the Monarch Assur- 
ance Open on the Isle of Man, the top 
seed, Vladeslav Tkachiev, needed to 
win against Andrew Ledger to overtake 
his opponent and take first prize. He 
achieved it in a controlled attacking style 
culminating in a neat finish. 

In the diagram position, after Black’s 
31st move. White had tied his opponent 
down but still needed to find a way to 
deliver the fatal blow. An obvious and 
strong plan is to go after the Q-side 
pawns with Bb7 or Ra7. but Tkachiev 
found a far more incisive way to finish 
the game. 

Stage one - drive the rook from g8: 
accomplished with 32»d4 Qh6 33.d5 exd5 
4t^ 4.Bxdfi RfS. 


Stage two - cut out any nonsense with 
Oc2+: achieved with 35.g3 (giving the 
king a secure hiding place on g2). 

Stage three - exploit Black’s back-rank 
problems: 35_g5 36.Rf7!Rc8 (36-JW7 
37.Qb8+I forces mate) 37.Qc7! ReS 
(37.>Rxc7 38.Rf8 mate) 38.Qe7! Rg8 
39-Rf8 resigns. Here are the full moves 
of the game, a good illustration of how 
a top grandmaster can keep enough 
tension and strategic complexity in a 
position to play for a win without risk: 

White: Vladeshcv Tkacbier 
Blade Andrew Ledger 


1 e4c6 
2Nc3d5 

3 N£3 Bg4 

4 h3 BxB 
5Qxf3Nf6 
6d3e6 

7 Qg3 Nbd7 
8Be2b5 
9 a3 Qb6 

10 0-0g6 

11 Bf4 Be7 

12 BD 0-0 

13 Rfel RacS 
14h4Kh8 
15Re2d4 

16 Nbl c5 
17Nd2c4 
18e5NeS 

19 Ne4 Ng7 

20 Bg5 Qd8 


21Qf4f6 

22 exf6 Nrf6 

23 Qe5 cxd3 
24cxd3Nxe4 
2SBx&7Qxe7 
26Re4Rfd8 

27 Rxd4 Rxd4 

28 Qxd4 Rd8 
29Qe5a6 

30 Rcl QxhA 

31 Rc7Rg8 

32 d4 Qh6 
33d5exd5 
34 Bxd5 RfS 
35g3g5 

36 Rf7 Rc8 

37 Qc7 Rfc8 

38 Qe7 Rg8 

39 RfS resigns 


sta 
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News quiz of the week 


1. Who did Toby Graham and 
Lourdes Maria QoconeLeon both 
come face to face with this week? 

2. Who waltzed into a. court but may 
have some lime to wait before 
learning whether she will waltz out 
agajn with half a million pounds?, 

3. Which dyslexic died this week' 
after giving us an So Much Love? 

4. “Abie red Len axed” - well, his 
name wasn't Len, actually, but if you 
rearrange the letters you should find 
out who we’re talking about 


You may have 
missed ... 


5: Which former dissident, now an 
Israeli Cabinet minister (pictured 
right) said: “When he’s up against 25 
Israeli Jews, he knew it would be 
tough”? Who was the person he was 
referring to, and what had the 
speaker just done to justify his 
statement? 

6. A champion who this week was 
stripped of his title and banned for a 
year for using an illegal substance, is 
considering taking legal action 
against the judge, who happened to 
be his brother. The illegal substance 
was cardboard. What was the sport? 


7. Where did those feet, in ancient 
times, walk, and why is the evidence 
no longer apparent? 

8. Which two sporting giants settled a 
contest for a £100,001 prize, then 
started negotiations for a rematch? 

9. A watercolour painting by a famous 
hand fetched £ 2^00 at an auction in 
Brig&, two-and-a-half times its 
estimate. Who painted it? 

10. What do a taxi driver, a vet, a 
diplomat, a tube driver and now a 
vicar have in common? 
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Competition puzzles 


... what a week it’s been for inventions: Numeracy 


In Britain, we have seen the development 
of the artificial sweaty foot, invented by 
a leather company in Northamptonshire 
to assist shoe design. According to a 
report, an average pair of feet will pro- 
duce in a day’s trekking enough sweat to 
fill a soft drinks can. 

In Japan, however, they have developed 
a laptop computer that can withstand 
being dropped from a height of 70cm (28 
inches) or having coffee spilled on h. 

Other inventions this yean 
Rom Hungary: the musical condom 
that plays a tune when unrolled. 

From Malaysia, the “Tkra Clamp”, a 
disposable circumcision device said to 
resemble a corkscrew and available in dif- 
ferent sizes to fit various ages. 

From Austria, the “liquid condom”, ’ 
which the user paints on to provide skin- 
tight protection. 

From Switzerland, a battery-powered 
suitcase on which a traveller may ride. 

From Denmark, the “oIf\ a unit of 
smell for assessing environmental health 
and die need for ventilating die workplace. 

Quiz of the week answers 
1. Their mothers, dare Short and Madonna 
2 Mary Wak, suing Barings far her bonus 

3. Beryl Reid (tide of her autobiography) 

4. Alexander Lebed 5. Anatoly Sharansky beat 
Gany Kasparov in a chess amuftrocousafcplay 
6. Conkers 7-Dinosaur footprints were stolen 
from a sacred Aborigine site in Australia 

8. Libd battles ofTeny vfenaNes and Alan Si^ar 

9. Adolf Haler 10. All winners of Mastermind 


Alphanumeric teasers: 

If “26 L of the A” is “26 Let- 
ters of the Alphabet”, can you 
work out what the missing 
words are in the following? 

10 C R of a T 
3 S D Ain an ET 
32 D F at WW F 


literacy 

By now you should be getting 
the hang of this numbers and 
letters genre, so here is a fur- 
ther selection with a distinctly 
more Uierazy bent than the 
previous set. 

6 C in S of an A 
3 M of AD 
2 G ofV 


Perplexity 

As if you hadn't had enough, 
here are some more - perhaps 
more perplexing than before. 

Can you fill in the incom- 
plete words in the following 
numerical puzzles? 

22 Win thePS 
7 L in I LW 
1 Q M at X E 


A prize of the new Chamber s 
21st Century Dictionary will 
be awarded to the first correct 
set of answers opened on 31 
October. Entries to: Saturday 
Pastimes. The Independent. 1 
Canada Square. Canary 
Wharf. London El4 5DL. 

3 October Perplexity answers: 
No other number has the property 
required. Winner GJ Bradley, 
for an elegant proof of the fuel.' 


concise crossword 


No^l22 Saturday 19 October 


14 | IS I 6 


111 112 


[13 L14 


P5l PF 


120 121 


124 I 125 


ACROSS 

1 Be indebted (3) 

3 Twosomes (5) 

7 Newcomer (8) 

8 Given money (4) 

9 Toys which play tunes 

10 fort of foot (6) 

12 Attractive (6) 

14 Morbid anxiety about 
health (12) 

18 Survey (4) 

19 Have influence over (8) 

20 Topic (5) 

21 Attention (3) 


DOWN 

1 Padded seal (7) 

2 Academic hurdles (5) 

3 Danger (5) 

4 Beseech (7) 

5 Grasp (5) 

6 Breakfast table item (3- 
3) 

11 Beat comprehensivefv 
(6> 

12 Central American 
country (6) 

13 Farm vehicle (7) 

15 Sailing vessel (5) 

16 Screen of privet etc (5) 

17 Scope (5) 


Solution to yesterday’s Concise Crossword: 


Diego, . 
22 Sloe 
die, 5 Si 


ale, 5 Space, b Lbar, / 
bel, 18 Dm*. 19 Saga. 


; 6 Char. 7 Behold, 12 Insect. 13 Pancake. 14 Concert, lb Li- 


a? 


-Id 


Tel: 0171 293 2222 
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Dateline is the woritfs largest, 
and longest-established 
Introduction -Agency. 

Our unique and successful 
formula could easily be put to - 
work for you. 

For Free Details wtth No Obligation 
Write Tb: 23 Abingdon Rd 
London W8 SAL or Cau. 

(01869) 324 100 

EAI96A. ABM mmkr. 
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attached? 

Yet need a friend 

Subscribe now for an 
informative newsletter. 
Box No. L 601 

0181 °05 3304. 
0181 9589657 
Additions 
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Additions 

Established 1992 

,ys wahitvd iffl BBC Rad® 

anti AmericanTV___ 


- 01tMt7tH»4 
ANYTIME. ANYOAV. 
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assignations 

Lesley HuJson-Jesscp 
(ex Professional Headhonwri 

* I*# -Mwl******* 

Home interviews and 
professional skills lead to 
mi] or made introductions. 

M4 CORRIDOR 
01225 482905 



Qnlimjtal intradndunB. 
fifo taw limit to how ton* 
job stay with us. 

Hare competitrnj fee awl no 
fcjtner charges of any kmd. 
Hull refund if no 

TiiLiiKliifftlffflf 

agBodea in the south. 

I Qrieodly and helpful . 


INTRODUCTIONS 
Meptaott 01273 463151 
I Sborefcant-by-Sea 
West Sussex BN43 5DA 
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The dining club ConnTO,t ^ Organisatlona 

for gay men do not send materia) 
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0171 336 6507 Private Advertises 
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The Independent Way to Meet New People 

* , th „ -n,, indeDeodent Hearts section of The Independent and the Independent on Sunday you will' 

Bv placing an advertisemen immediately be in contact with over 1 .66 million readers.* 

w . w in the first availftble editions of the Saturday “Weekend” and Sunday “Real Life” actions 
The cost for your ate ***** ? Nofa an additional £10.00, pkaseeross here if yon do not require a Box No CD. 

U. just £5.00 per Ifoe incluwDg ■ _ the spaces below and fill in the coupon - Minimum 2 lines. 
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NEXUS 


la 1*74 of ndfag paopto b)r 

ncoM — iiii — nr" Ti 

now peorto and haw iteN U go? 
Than And oul atal Na» noianra 
are dohg In ycu anal [Patties, 
■aha, tarn Mae, heBdagn ere.) 

• Rhg lor via brochure. 
Fkeaphoea 
0800 834221 

HOT A DATINa SERVICE OR 
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I I.: (012:5) 4820S1I 


01908 542754 
THE GALLERY 


NOTICE TO 
READERS 

The Independent cannot 
guarantee that 
respondents will receive 
a reply when answering 
advertisements on this 
page, although we hope 
that as a matter of 
courtesy they will. 

When making contact 
with people Tor the first 
time it is advisable to 
men in a public place 
and let a member of 
yonr family or trusted 
friend knew where you 
win be. 

We would advise readers 
and advertisers to 
exercise caution when 
giving out personal 
details. This will be 
respected by genuine 
respondents. 
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Please help wWi a 
credit card dotation 

0171 404 3955 





Wc have some really 
smashing women - 
natural, warm, friendly, 
unpretentious, intelligent 
with humour and 
enthusiasm for enjoying 
life to the full!! 

Gentlemen with integrity 
and a positive outlook 
and sense of adventure. 

ready to explore the 
possibilities, make new 
friends and develop 
honest, 'sincere 
relationships. 

Gbdd 

Connections 

01865 771980 

Oxfordshire. Bucks. Berks. 
Herts. KT Us and Cltrs 

01X95 690524 

W. Midlands. H’arks and 
Norihants. 


Charities 
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UICS BBSTHnt^as maosxhM. Free 
dataHs + Bargain Offer. PERSON 
TO POISON (Dap* NO). RO. Box 
4, Goring-On-ThMKn, ROB SDN. 

THE DINNER CLUB (E*L W). H* 
nations orty couneywUa dining 
HUb tar unattached proin- 
siomUbuHnoM paoaie laid 2B+, 
7W: (01244) 350537. Bustaott 
opportunitios also avataUt 
(0UM)54asm 

RSVP--1 000‘S LOCAL SUC- 
CESSES! Personal Mraa In Beds 
Bucks Cambs Herts Kent Laics 
Lkva WHante Wsrta! T«L 01732- 
740012. 

BRISTOL. (SOS, SWINDON 
Carrtiff. Exetac Truro - Careflne 
CrartMK The Caring A Persons] 
Agency, to Had an MaBgent A 
knoraeting partnee Cad me on DM 
□1179 735B77. 


CELEBRATING 2E YRS Of UFEI 
Lost In music, round Dm bend, on 
the road to nowtwreT it yewTs 
young, *dwk*. mate 6 utadytrra- 
Spomtibto - Join the crnoade! 
Beauftoi People only - Proof 
raqitirsdll Bcr No MG53. 

NOtSY 22 YR OLD BLONDE female, 
into rugbn wfM. taod A sports, 
acreanting ota far quaflty guy wtoi 
knpeeabit mannore and talents in 
flw above! Ptioto raquiretl Bax 
No 1:1655. 

I YOUNG PROFESSIONAL HALE 
Has dneraa, gigs & aatinfl ou*. 
seeks attrecL female for friend- 
ship ft laugh*. SW area. Box No 
Mass. 


FUNNY CARING, ATTRACTIVE. IK, 
professfonaf man, young 40. 
seeks dteaiustoned basuty tar 
hedonist oecapfeno on a grand 
scate. London/Oxon. Photo. Box 
NotlSSB. 

DUE TO A COCK-UP on the com - 1 
m un taaBon s front 'dementod by 
domestic trMa' lost all repfes. 
Auracdw, MsOgsnt taOrrmuSnU 
to help 50-ldi rake out of a ret 
Box No fc foaa 

ACADEMIC H. 33, wide krianots 
and m, seeks a bright, bitriguinfl 
woman to enliven 1110 In Notting- 
ham. Box No hi 661. 

OPTTMST1C FEMALE SffiKS sout- 
mata, 50-65. Must fika books ft 
travel, and ba loleranf, Und. and 
weOoducafad. Baa No hiaS2. 

TALL, ATTRACTIVE, DIVORCED 
man Okas wining, dining, travel. 
QSOR 39. saaka farnala, 2B-38, 
W.YQiks. hum ba Meiestlnal Box 
No 1:1643. 

F PHOFM entagis fmaetWwatronfcl 
Seeks U to share above. 
GSOH An tegrityfho nasty essen. 
EEMS& 

M 49 WISE BUT YOUTHFUL, seeks 
younger partner lor quality rela- 
tionship ft famfty life. PBrsonaOty 
crucial, looks an advantage, 
knowtadga al smelly cat song a 
bonus. SW based. Box Not 1667. 

BU0KE ORDINAIRE, aft. No obsos- 
skMs. Seeks apWred Parnate. 
36+ . to tackle tha dark nlgMs and 
next summers sun, In friendship 
or mote. West Yorkshire. Box No 
U16BB. 

ATTRACTIVE BRIGHT PROFES- 
SIONAL tomato 32 sacks confi- 
dent rsttebte fanny man. Wales. 
Photo apprec ia t ed . Box Not 1669. 

ATTACHED HALE ACADEMIC. *3. 
seeks friendship with educated, 
rx toured, and aedve ptdsr women 
(55-4eh7], East (preferably) or 
West intends. Box No bi6*&. 

ATTRACTIVE MALE, 35, Into arts, 

sporis ft music, seeks attractive 
t oma t o . 20-30, hx tun 4 relation- 
ship. London/Herts area. Photo 
ptoasa. Box No Insos- 

UALE, 40, PROFESSIONAL, good- 
tooking, warm, easygoing, no ties, 
■oaks Bdm, attractive feoiole for 
tasting relationship, wiser Yorks 
area. Bax No In 642. 

jntelugemt; fun -loving jaggy 
tmmene, Bros' partybig, good food 
and wtnn aaeks a London based 
single man, 50-38. lor laughs, 
Ivsly convorsonon and friendship. 
Boa No 1:1638. 

I HAPPY ATTRACTIVE, CLEVER F. 
49. knms books, art, mote, 
sasnea. seeks WS u pal. soul- 
male. lover. W.UWa. Box No it 
1648. 

Charities 


2 CREDIT CARDS REQUIRED by i 
tontton fadtes far our gbfs wtonds 
In the country (owners can come 
with rards only > bi possession of 
GSOH). Tat/Pholos pksase chaps 
(30+ ). Box No in 850. 

BENEDICK/SLAVA/PADDY/ERIC 
(cMMcantrad, gentle. 40‘s) seeks 
Beotrlce/Gsllns; Jons/ Wan do 
(30's) W.YDrka O.N.O. Box No 
1:1649. 

ATTRACT O PEN-MIND ED M 
GRAD. 33 seeks amiable adven- 
turous F IB-33 for friendship NW 
bawd. Photo appe. Box No tiB4i. 

UAH, YOUNG 70, potUvB outlook, 
wants to shareiride kitarasts. por- 
tic. the arts, days out with com- 
paitionabta afactlosish lady. Lon- 
don/Horis. Box Box No h 164a 

UID-3CS, TALL, DAHK, educated 
North African, mi as cooking, 
sports, traveBng, languages and 
poOdcs, fslooklng far a Smart and 
bright woman for a serious rcto- 
tkmsNp. Box No h 1044. 

INDEPENDENT W MISSES shoring 
informal lifestyle. Enjoys 
books/tifareftoabeifeeataoiifitry & 
much morel Ldn baaed driver, 
chronological ego 54. Secfcs hon- 
est relaxed NfS M 45*. Box NO 
1:1 COB- 

TALL, ATTRACTIVE. DIVORCED 
man Ukoa wining, tuning, travel. 
GSOH. 30, seeks tomato. 39-33. 
W.Vbrks. Must be kitarostingl 

I Personal 1 


TRACY- REMEMBER KYLE STEW- 
ART Xmas 13357 Remember Sue 
& Ann7 Wouldn't a reunion bo 
nkfetLonr Pate. Box No l:iesi 
TOBIN, BlUy (BROTHER OF DON- 
ALD), thanks for tha Walkman 
Please ting Darren Tol 
D1B338B151 1 (eve). 


To advertise 
in this section 
please call 

Seenta 
Chaudhry on 
0171 293 
2347. 


, W a MQtdTwre,. 

I ypu'in? smi what the treatment tor leukaemia 
I cdfl do, Debra wB never forget it. She’s t ought 
I and she's won. But while people hie Debts are 
b fighting they need support, and their families 
■ need support. Leukaemia CARE tends its earing 
W support in so many ways - befriending; providing 
I fanned assistance for hospital visiting, caravan 
re holidays and other related costs Care for the 
w 31.000 sufferers - many of them so yvung - and 
ft cate for those who watch over them 

V If you care, help us to care for them. 


Leukaemia CARE(|y 


14 Kingfisher Coun tSBNL). Venny Bridge. Exeter. Devon EX4 8JN 
Tel 01392 464S48 Bcotsinred Charlt\- 259483 
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The big picture 


Dave 

Sat 9pm ITV 

This Capraesque political satire, 
with its witty Oscar-nominated 
screenplay by Gary Ross, was 
unjustly overlooked on release in 
this country - despite the kind of 
cast (Kevin Kline, Sigourney 
Weaver, Charles Grodin) of which 
art-circuit cults are made. Maybe rt 
only goes to show how deeply 
unfashionable politics are these 
days. Kline plays both the ruthless 
US President and his lookalike, who 
is persuaded to stand in when the 
president falls ill. 
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television preview 

RECOMMENDED VIEWING THIS WEEKEND 

by Gerard Gilbert 



U 



Loving Sat 9.30pm BBC2 V - 

Didn’t You Used to be Satan Sat 11.25pm C4 
The Natural World Sun 5.55pm BBC2 
Prime Suspect 5 Sun 9.15pm itV; 

Every man Sun lO^Opm BBC! 

The pick of tonight’s Fame Factor is Didn’t 
Used to be .Satan? (Sat C4), which 

i _ c ircumstances’’ - Raymond Chandler. haired Madriaveili with a penchant for feeding ins the now grown-up Linda Blair. erstwtme^ctuio 

The P/i/rie Suspect films —for all their socio-political victims to his Rottweilers. I may be wrong, and super- of The Exorcist. A" hotly disputed cocaine bust wnen 
content - are primarily mystery novels, adapted and villains like “The Street" do exist, but he seemed to She was 18 ended Blau’sTuorafive'mainstreani career,, 
updated for 1990s television. The same rules apply* me to be ‘a fictional construct, and one tbat unbal- restricting her to B*movfe horror films ever since. 
Chandler went on to add, in case you*re wondering ances Prime Suspect's otherwise present-and-cortect Ewrwnari fSun®8Cl\ 'erotores how, when faced 

just how plausible a character Eke Philip Marlowe is, traditional strands. It’s a inafor msgirang. but there’s 
that “plausibility -is a matter of style", still plenty here to keep you sw trfww. 

The style of the first few Prime Suspect films was No misgivings about Lovfaig'fSat BBC2), the most : 
scrupulously realistic— Helen Mirren leading die way _ enjoyable Screen 1 wo I’ve seen in a long while. It*s a 
with hex dressed-down portrayal of DS'teuuson.The cartful and skilful adaptation of the now almostfbr- 
fdea was that by showing thepolice asthey are, a few gotten novelist Henry Greens satire abour a. group ' 
hard political realities (sexism, racism and homo 1 of domestic servants in an Anglo-Irish stately home ' 

“ * u ~ * * 1 J ’ * in f941.1reland, of course, was neutral at the tune. 

Green’S- ear for dialogue - and the tortured work- 
ing-class speech patterns of the time - is beautifully 
reproduced by Maggie V&dey. Mark Ryfebace is 
superb as the cunning but essentially weak butler, and 
the seriously sexy Georgina Cates captivates as the 
housemaid unpredictabty wavering between know- 
ingness and childish innocence. A delight • 



phobia in the force, for example) could be tackled 
along with a cracking good story. Or rather the story 
Was pitched in such a way as to uproot these issues 
as it went along. 

Prime Suspect 5 (Sun ITV) begins promisingly 
enough, with Tennison transferred from the Met -to 
Manchester, where her first big case involves a drugs 
turf war in the city’s grim bousing projects. The 


in f^^Sieafiennaih of&eNazi genocide, some 
Jewsdeddednot^sttoget mad; but also to get even. . 
Selected assassinations of SS officers ensued, an done 
group decided to poison the water supplies of Ger- 
man dries, starting with Hamburg and Nuremberg. ,■ 
They infiltrated the requisite pumping stations, and 
this week’s film tells how ft-didnT in the end happen. 

The Natural World (Sun BBCZ) spreads the hrtle- 


m 

toe 


shot underwater, at least), but also exist h 

tropical dimes as weft as oo those more far 

packs. If you can watctrtbe footage here of a penguin 
— — ■* smile 


The big match 

Newcastle Utdv MartUtd 
Sun 3pm, Sky Sports 1 

It was Peter Schmaehd who rea«y 
wor this fixture last year fof toe 
Reds after Cantona had put them 
H) ahead; This year, the grert 

l^ne is up ^Inst 

fomi Alan Shearer the 

smart money ® on a repeat or 
SSert taw GaHic eahnetoo*. 


on your lace, thenyou're probably the sort of person 
who could never see the funny side of Monty Python. 


Saturday television and radio 


< 





BBC 1 

7.05 The Fink Panther Show (R) (3570277). 

7.25 News and Weather (93 775671. 

730 Children’s BBC; The Morph Files. 7.40 Robinson 
Sucroe. 8.05 The Real Adventures of Jonny Quest 

830 The New Adventures of Superman (R) (SJ 
(28805297. * 

9.15 Live and Kicking. East 17 perform their latest 
single and England Cricket Captain Mike Atherton 
is the Hot Seat guest Plus, Australian actor and 
singer, Craig McLachlan (S) (44766890). 

12.12 Weather (72 1 1838). 

12.15 Grandstand 12.20 Football Focus. 1.00 News. 

1.05 Goff: coverage of tfie semi-finals of the the 
World Match Play hum Wentworth. Commentary 
by Foster Alliss, Alex Hey and Dave Man. 130 ' 
Motorcycling: the final two races in the British 
Superbike championship from Bonington Park. 

1.45 Snooker: second-round action from the Grand 
Prix in Bournemouth. 2.30 Golf. More from 
Wentworth. 4.40 Final Score (S) (95147797). 

5.20 News and Weather (2341635). * 

5.30 Local News and Sport (894635). 

535 Cartoon (964432). 

5.45 Children in Need. Ainsley Harriott previews the 
BBC's annual appeal, with the help of boyband 
popsters, Bqyzone (S) (96061 6). * 

5.55 Jim Davidson’s Generation Game (S) (553432). * 

6.55 Nod’s House Party. Craig McLachlan, Frank Bruno 
and Michelle Smith ring his bell (5J (483664). 

7.50 The National Lottery Live. Robson and Jerome 
perform their latest single (S) (401 529). * 

8.05 Casualty. A youngster gets over-enthusiastic about 
surfing the Internet as a gang of tikes picks on a 
Second World Warveteran. Meanwhile, back with 
the regulars, Kate feces up to the seriousness of her 
husband's condition (5) (316884). * 

8.55 News and Sport (Followed by Weather) (187242). 

9.14 National Lottery Update (262109). 

9.15 Due South. Fraser is assigned to look after a 
Canadian diplomat's daughter in this double-length 
epsiode of the light-hearted mountie- in-Chicago 
series (S) (771093). * 

10.45 Match of the Day. Highlights of this afternoon's 
East Midlands derby between Nottingham Forest 
and Derby County (S) 031 1 819). * 

11.50 They Think It’s AD Over. Comedian Mark Hurst 
and cricketer DermotReevejoin regulars Lee 
Hurst, Rory McGrath, Gary Lineker and David 
Gower in a repeat of last Thursday's edition of the 
comedy sports quiz (R) (S) (321513). * 

1230 lap of the Paps. From last night, with Lightning 
Seeds, Boyzone, Boo Radleys, Mark Morrison, Bally 
Sagoo and Sneater Pimps (R) (S) (7201372). * 

12J55 BESS Curse of the Crimson Altar (Vernon Sewell 
1968 UK). Lurid tide fordull-asKfitchwater horror 
movie that marked the octogenarian Boris Karloffs 
final completed movie. Even supported by 
Christopher Lee and scream queen Barbara Steele, 
there was no fighting the script (1 645827). 

230 Wteather (8954469). To 2.25am. 


BBC 2 

635 BEO Lulu Belle (Leslie Fenton 1948 US). The 
recently deceased Dorothy Lamour swapped the 
light comedy of the “RoacT movies for this 
melodrama which casts her as a singer who dumps 
her husband for the open road (4747074). 

830 Open University; Questions of National Identity 
(5962426). 9. 10 Seeing Through Maths 
(21 40797). 9.35 Rocky Shores: Ufa on the Edge 
(4151426). 

10.00 Chanakya (S) (1105068). 

1035 Network East Saeed Jaffrey reports on 100 years 
of Indian cinema (SJ (9836971 ). 

1130 Bollywood or Bust! Hindi movie.quiz (3801068). 

1150 WMife on Two. The wild otters of the Shetland 
Islands (R) (S) (5422548). * 

1230 Film 96 with Barry Normal. Barra reviews Tin 
Cup, Dragonhead and Breaking the Waves. From 
last Monday (R) (S) (9844677). * 

1245 BDQ Road to Singapore (Victor Schertzinger 1940 
US). The first teaming of Bing Crosby and Bob 
Hope in what was originally intended as a vehicle 
for Do rothy Lamour (8026074). 

2.10 QEI Meet Me In Las Vegas (Ftoy Rowland 1 956 
US) First of two modes set in the glftzy desert city 
stars Dan Dailey as a compulsive gambler whose 
fortunes are boasted by a meeting with dancer Cyd 
Charisse. Guest artists include Lena Home, Frankie 
Laine, Debbie Reynolds and an uncredited Rank 
Sinatra (746797). 

4.00 Viva Las \fegas (George Sidney 1964 US). 
One of the best Ehris Rresley movies finds him 
teamed with Ann-Margaret in a gorgeously 
photographed Las Vegps. The plot? Oh, something 
about Elvis's racing driver character needing a new 
engine for his car (8892971). 

5.20T0TP 2 (S) (9 004432). 

6.05 Rhodes. 5(6. Second-siffir* Cedi Rhodes (R) (S) 
(251722).* 

7.00 News and Sport (Followed by Weather) (729277). 

7.15 Assignment Rq»rt high lifting the dangers erf 

over-working as the European Commission unveils 
plans to impose new restrictions protecting those 
who are forced to work more than 48 hoursa week 
(5) (808074). * 

8 .00 What the Papers Say. Jim White from the 
Guardian reads the papers (5) (921513). 

8.10 Snooker: Grand Prix (S) (41 7567). 

9.00 Have l Got News for Ybu. Nigel Lawson and Mark 
UtHe guestfrom last night (R) (S) (8155). * 

930 Screen Two: Loving. See Preview, above (S) 
(202155). * 

11.05 Video Diaries: Child Save Rescue. New series 
opens with the estimable Kailash Satyarthi, whose 
underfunded direct-action group struggles to 
rescue some of the estimated 10 million child 
slaves at work In India today. Mind-boggling misery 
and inspirational bravery (SJ (954155). 

12.05 International Goff: World Matchplay (3574865). 

12.45 Smoker: Grand Prix fS) (1916933). 

1.50 Weather (2385933). To 1.55am. 


ITV/London 

6.00 GMTV 6.00 News. 6.10 Mole in the Hole. 6.30 
Professor Bubble. 6.50 Bug Alert! 7.10 Disney's 
Wake Up in the Wiki Room. 830 Gargoyles. 8.50 
Dragon F)yz (7341093). 

935 Wow. Scouse popsteis Space provide the music fS) 
(26996839). 

11.00 The Noise. Boyzone take Andi Peterson a tour of 
their native Dublin, lan Braudie of the Lightning 
Seeds talks about the success of his Euro 96 
sir^le. "Three LiorB", and there are performances 
by the Spice Girts and Suede (5) (8345). 

1 130 The Chart Show (5) (77548). 

1230 Love Bites. Magazine focusing on teenage 

emotional problems. Where do they start? Oh, with 
mixed-race relationships and annoying habits 
(47277). 

1.00 News, Weather (48709797). * 

1.05 Local News, Weather (48708068). * 

1.10 Movies. Games and Videos (6965529). 

1 .45 The Making of Wmd in the WQknvs (510364). 

2.15 BED Nurse on Wheels (Gerald Thomas 1963 
UK). A new district nurse falls in low with a farmer, 
but their relationship suffers when they clash over a 
married couplers right to stay in a carman on hb 
field. Sub-Cany On Brit-laughs, starring Juliet 
Mills, Ronald Lewis and Joan Sims (6222581 

330 SeaQuest 2032. Submerged drama. Henderson 
rescues two children from their damaged 
submarine (5) (8805635). * 

4.45 News and Results (Then Weather) (75181 61X * 

5.05 Local News, Sport, Wbather (5529161). * 

5.20 Baywatdi. Mitch falls for the spofltsocfalite who 

has just bought him at the Baywatch Bachelor 
Auction. Wise man (S) (4921451). * 

6.15 Gfacfiators. ft's a Knockout for body sculptors (SJ 
(912513). * 

7.15 Blind Date (Followed by National Lottery Result) 

(S) (918797). * 

8.15 Family Fortunes (S) (301 703). * 

8.45 News and National Lottery Update (Followed by 
Weather) (265074). * 

8.59 UNT W eather (283432). 

9.00 BBIDawe (ban Rertman 1993 US). Starring 
Kevin Kline and Sigourney Wteaver. See the Big ■ 
Picture, above (SJ (4364). * 

11.00 mm Hudson Hawk (Michael Lehmann 1991 
US). Self-indulgent comedy adventure starring 
Bruce Willis (who coscripted} as a wise-cracking 
cat burglar freshly out of prsonwto is blackmailed 
into stealing some Leonardo paintings by baddies 
Richard E Grant and Sandra Bernhard (636249). 

12.55 Rainy Business. Lee Hurst and Joe Pssquafe do 
their stuff (S) (6279020). 

135 Tropical Heat An evil electronics wizard plots the 
perfect crime (R) (S) (6573594). 

220 Hie Chart Show fflj (S) (7465020). 

3.10 E! News Review (3550372). 

4.00 God’s Gift (R) (431 3285). 

435 Nitfrt Shift (R) (S) (151 1 1204). 

5J05 Coach (R) (S) (| 3329020). lo 530am. 


Channel 4 

630 The Magic School Bus (SJ (6376971). 

725 ReaUy Wild Animals. Seahorses, cuttlefish, squid 
and sea otters (SJ (3576451). 

7 AS First Edition (SJ (8434838). 

8.00 TranswortdSportfSJ 797J. 

9.00 The Morning Line. Horse-racing tips (SJ (53068J. 

10.00 Football ItaSa (36258J. 

11.00 Blitz! American football highlights f S ) (49722). 

12.00 Rawhide (51426). 

1.00 Efta Wonder Man (Bruce Humberstone 1945 
US). One d Danny Kaye’s best comedy musicals 
finds him in the dual role of timid scholar and his 
outgoing gangster broths: whose slaying he has to 
avenge. Handsomely mounted, and good support 
from the likes of Virginia Mayo, Vera- Ellen and 
Donald Wbods (19114513). * 

2j45 Channel 4 Ractry from Newmarket Brough Scott 
introduces the 3.00, 3.35, 4.15 and 4.45 races 
(S) (26548722). 

5.05 Brookside Otmaxis (R) (SJ (3052513). * 

630 ffight to Reply IS) (242). * 

7jQQ News Summary and Wfeather (819105). 

7.05 The People's Parliament This week's motion is - 
that to reduce inequality in Britain, bosses should 
not be allowed to earn more than 10 tunes that of . 
their lowest-paid worker (S)(45U 80). * 

8.00 Karttgn»5~ Races in the Mob. Emrriyaward- 
winnmgfilm foliowing a year in the life of a poop of 
wtW Eastern Grey kangaroos (R) (SJ (981 9). * 

930 ER. Ross and Hathaway must cqpe with a young 
Russian gjri with Aida whose adoptive mother 
abandons her on hearing the news. (R) (SJ 
(512567). * 

9.55 Father "fed. Daugal hangs up his roflerbladfis for 
Lent inthesumeal Irish priestsitcom (R) (S) 
(522093). * 

1025 NYPO Blue. Kelly's replacement; Detective Bobby 
Simone (Jimmy Smits), starts his first day - as the 
third series begins a re-rnn (RJ (SJ (285722). * 

1125 Fame Facton Didn’t Hbu Used to Be Satan? See 
Preview, above (S) (808432). 

1135 Fame factor: Rock Wives. The press presents their 
lives as a constant round of shopping, parties and 
photo opportunities. But as rack wives like Sharon 
Osbourne [Ozzy’s wife), Victoria Clarke (Shane 
' MacGowan's grtfrfend), Shiriey Watts (Charlie's 
wife for 32 years) and Angie Bowie (Davkfs ex-) 
revea l, the truth is very different (S) (298 Si 6). 

1235 MMfame Radon Aft About Eve (Joseph L 

Mankiewfcz 1 950 US). One of the most enjoyable 
movies of all time, Marikfewicz's witty and wordy 
drama contains a brilliant performance from Bette 
Davis as the insecure and ageing Broadway actress 
being insidiously undermined by treacherous 
newcomer, Anne Baxter (88979597). * 

330 Fame Facton Battereea Bardot Repeated profile 
of Carol White, starof such films as Up The 
Junction and Poor Cow Of) (S) (94952). * 

4.00 Fame Factor: Celebrity. Animated short or 
tortitfif 5 big topic (44965846). To 4.05am. 


ITV/Regions 

1 40 international HxjfincCais ( I4J1/97 1 ). 2.10 
siSSrtSS 250 vvtmrn 

(I3I683SL 1235amGjTUlknowtedP_f'*?)^5^ 

l_55am FSm: The Unfafiiven [5-J3796&H _4.00arn 
KSsteter (9162594). 43tem S«nd &tK 
(15112933). 5P0-530am Vttrtl c* Saiirfi ils372). 

CHANNEL 3 NORTH EAST/YORKSHIRE 
As London except 1230pm iktovns. Games and 
videos (472771 1.10 Thiindet r »n ftradne 
(8776093) 205 Cartncn i 13241 2.15 Flm: 
The Captain's Table f96I529) 3.45 Airwoit 
(487242). 5.10 C/uime/ 3 Afar.'.T East Fu» Tmw 
(2135819). forts: Scwehnef2I35aif , i. 1.25am 
Coach (6467662). 130am War and Kenwi taatce 
(271285). 3.45am Late and Leud ( 

4.40-5 .30am Mutdtt She Wrote IxK 

CENTRAL 

AsLondwiBcepb 1230pm FtenwieW?T7^. 1.10 
Cartoon (27878)41). 135 Dinosaurs 1480886 131 
135 Eastern M«fJ*W)3J55l. 225 Mmnes, Games 
end Videos (27S47548). 235 AinvoO f8SJfi06a). 
330 RoboCop (88056351. 5.10 The Central Match 
- Goals Extra f2)358J9). 4.00am Oentnl Jothnd- 
er (9186556). 520-530amAslan Eyer5)S3/’30t. 

HIV 

As London except: 1230pm IMsL- Go Getters 
(3855884). Wbfest CaNbrrtia OtfbMt fW995t?59l 
12A5Wbtes-Rlrtw 2000 (484^16641 12.55 
Cartoon Time (93501432). 1.40 fihrt North lo Alas- 
ka (52)33)09). 330 RotuOop (86227971 4.40 
Vttst: nv Sport Oasacs (S95J5) 3). IV^es.- Left Uo 
( 89525)3 1 12353mCamrfKhowtetfer72)5575i 
l35amn>R The Unfargven (54379687). 4.00am 
Heltar Skitter (9)53594). 430am Sound Bites 
(15112933). 530-530H World 0fSaitigl)5372)^- 

MERIDIAN 

As London except 12.30pm Mouios, Games and 
Videos (47277). 1.10 International Touring Cara 
(30983249). 1.40 A406 U 44) 797)1. 210WbrU 
of Sailing (20777364). 2.40 Cartoon (132)8381 
230 Airwolf (8847797). 345 seoQwsr 2032 
(4872421 1235am Carnal KnowWf^ (7215575). 
135am Rbrt The Unfaijjven (543795811 4.00am 
Hett& Shelter (9)62594) 430am Sound Bites 
(15112933). 530-53 Oam Fieescreen 05372). 

WESTCOUNTRY 

As London ocept 1230pm Moras. Games and Vktes 
(472771 1J0 Champions ot the Futute(3GS83249l 
lAOStudrnastss (35232531 230HhkAntoushat 
TbmahanAGa (56747221 12^am Carnal Kncwtedg^ 
(72155751 L55am Hat The Urtxguen (543796811 
400am Heter Sheter 0)625941 430am Sand Biles 
(151)2933). 5JX)-530am VVOriO at SaSng (15372'. 

S4C 

As C4ett^iaO0amtewHtfe (362581 1230 The 
Auengsis 15)426). 245pm Racing bom Newmatet 
(26548722). 630 -Beks (242). 730 News 
(7143451 745 Noscn Lawn <62904261 820 Hei 
Straecn (2134511 aSOGJasTDortan (739451). 955 
Hit Waonscf TaKr(3955197)J. 1U0FWH6Q23451 
lL25DttTtfou Used to be Satan? (8084321 1135 
ftxk Wiues (2936161 1235am Rht Afl AtxxX Eve 
(8SS795971 330am Baltasea Bantot (949521 430- 
4D5am Celebrity (44965S461 


Radio 


Radio 1 

(97.6-99.8MHr FM> 

7.00am Kevin Greening 10.00 
Dave Pearce 1.00 Jo Whiley 

4.00 Steve Lamacq 7.00 Love- 
groove Dance Party with Danny 
Rampling 9.00 Radio 1 Rap 
Show 12.00 The Reggae Dance- 
hall Nile 2.00 Essential Mix; Play 
Boys 4.00 Charlie Jordan 5.00- 
7.00am Charlie Jordan 

Radio 2 

(83-90.2MHZ FM) 

6.00am Mo Dutta 8.05 Brian 
Matthew 10.00 Steve Wnghfs 
Saturday Show 1.00 CarrotTs 
Comedy Choree 1.30 The News 
Huddllnes 2.00 Judi Spiers 4.00 
Nick Barradough 5.00 Keeping 
the Faith 6.00 Klki Dee In Con- 
cert 7.00 Vaudeville Red-Hat and 
Blue 730 Jesus Christ Superstar 
930 David Jacobs 10.00 The 
Arts Programme 12.05 Charles 
Nora 4.Q0-7.00am Mo Dutta 

Radio 3 

(90.2-92.4MH2 FM) 

6.55am Weather. 

7.00 Record Review. 

9.00 Building a Library 

10.15 Record Release. 

11.15 Reissues. 

12.00 Private Passions. Michael 
Eirkett talks to best-selling 
novelist Paul Bailey. 

1.00 Simon Rattle: Home and 
Away. Michael Birkett explores 
the ksng-stantfing relationshto 
which exists between Simon 
Rattle and the London 

Sintontetta. 



Choice 


Sviatoslav Richter deft) is 
the subject of tonight's Re 
Reveteb'oii (7pm Classic), the 
series showcasing the extraor- 
dinary collection of recordings 
from the Soviet era recently 
unearthed in Moscow - the 
programme indudes Richter's 
1946 debut, never before 
broadcast. 


3.00 The Department Score. 

3.30 Young Artists' Forum. 

5.00 Jazz Record Requests. 

5.45 Music Matters. 

630 Norma. BeHinfs opera of 
love and jealousy. Card Vaness 
(soprano), Franco Farina 
(tenor), Paris National Opera 
Chorus and Orchestra/Carto 
Rizri. 

9.15 Building for the Arts. 

SL45 Brahms. Clarinet Quintet in 
B minor. Op 115. Emma 
Johnson (clarinet), D&me 
Quartet. 

1035 Out of die kit. 

1030 Billy Jenkins. A concert 
given by the British guitarist 
and his group the Voice of God 
Collective, together with the 
Fun Homs of Berlin, at the 
Purcell Room, London. 

1.00 Through the Night 

1.01 Anders KJeUberg Floating 
Action. 

2.00 Yevgeni Ktsstn (piano). 

3-25 Early Music. 

4.50 Hjffner Trio. 

6.00-7. 00am Sequence. 


Radio 4 

(9Z.4-94.6MHz FM; 198kHz 
LW) 

6.00am News. 

6.10 Farming Today. 

630 Player for the Day 

7.00 Today. 

9.00 News. 

9.05 Sport on 4. 

930 Breakaway 

10.00 Loose Ends. 

11.00 The Week In Westminster. 
1130 From Our Own Correspon- 
dent. 

12-00 Money Box. 

1235 News Quiz. 

1.00 News. 

1.10 Any Questions? 

2.00 Any Answers? 

230 Saturday Playhouse; The 
Lost S trad nanus. Gothic hor- 
ror by John Meade Fallow, 
with Raul Rhys. 

4.00 That's History. 

430 Science Now, . 

5.00 Hie on 4. 

5AO The Wart robe- 

6.00 Six O’Ctock News. 

635 week Ending. 


6.50 Ad Lib. 

730 Kaleidoscope Feature. 
Pulitzer Prize-winning novelist 
Alice Walker discusses what 
inspired her acclaimed best- 
seller The Color Purple, and 
talks about her autobiography 
The Same River Twice. 

730 On These Days. A look bach 
on events which took place 50 
years ago this week. 

8.50 Saturday Night Theatre: 
Victoria Station. By Steve 
Chambers. Wednesday, 25 
January 1895. A day of lam- 
bent hopes and clouded 
prospects in Bridgford. With 
Sean Baker and Philip 
Jackson. (4/5). 

935 Classics with Kay. 

930 Ten to fen. 

10.00 News. 

10.15 Surfers' Paradise. Jose An- 
tonio Duarte's black comedy 
follows the macabre Investiga- 
tion conducted by a woman 
curious about her murdered 


11.15 Auntie's Secret Box. 
1130 stanza on Stage. 

12.00 News. 

1230 The Late Story: The lava 
Tree. By Janice Fox. 

12.48 Shipping Forecast 

1.00 -6. 00am As Vforid Service. 

Radio 5 

(693. 909kHz MW) 

6.05am Dirty Tackle 630 Brian 
Hayes 9.05 Weekend with Ker- 
shaw and Whittaker 11.05 fop 
Gear 1135 Sick as a Rarrat 

12.05 Baker and Kalfy Upfront 


1.05 Sport on Five 6.06 Slx-O-Six 
835 The Treatment 9.05 Dallyn 
UK 10.05 Brief Lives 1035 Word 
Up! 11.00 Night Extra 12.05 
Night Talk 2.05 Up All Night 

5.00-6. 05am Morning Reports 

Classic FM 

(100.0rl01.9MHz FM) 

6.00am Sarah Lucas 9.00 Count- 
down 12.00 Gardening Forum. 
From Cuffley Horticultural Society 
in Hertfordshire, 1.0Q Alan Mann 

4.00 Nick Bailey. Including a 
sports update. 7.00 Russian Reve- 
lation. See Choice, left 8.00 
Evening Concert Berito Romeo 
et Juliette; Hungarian March. 

10.00 The Classic Quiz 1230 An- 
dre Leon 4.00 The Travel Guide 
5303.00am Michael Fanstorre 

Virgin Radio 

(1215, lI97-I260kHzMW 
105.8MHz FM) 

6.00am Janey Lee Grace 8.00 
Russ and Jona's Greatest Hits 

10.00 Richard Skinner 2.00 
Mark Forrest 6.00 Lynn fersons 

10.00 Robin Banks 230- 
6.00am Howard Pearce 

World Service 

(198kHz LW) 

1.00am Newsdesk 130 Latter 
from America L45 Britain Today 

2.00 Newsdesk 230 People and 
Politics 3.00 Newsday 330 Mu- 
sk Review 4.00 World News 

4.15 Sports Roundup 430 
Fourth Estate 4.45 Write On 
4.55 Pop Short 5.00 Newsdesk 
5 3 0-6. 00am Short Story 


Satellite 


SKY 1 

730am Undun (77529). 930 The 

1000 • 
1030 Murphy Brown (460741 1130 
Parker lewis Card Lose (88 074). 
1130 Real TV (89703). 1230 
WhEfflng! Hast Off (774321 LOO The 
Hit Mix (86180). 2.00 Hercules.- The 
legendary Journeys (64567). 330 
Hawteye (90B19J. 4.00 WWF 
(24646). 5.00 FfecfficBlue (79061 
630 America’s Dumbest Criminats 
(87971 6130 SprintfriB (52771 7M 
Hercules: The Le^ndaty Journeys 
(14987). &QQ Unsolved Mysteries 
(236351 9.00 Cops (75398). 930 
Cop Files (78161). 1030 Stand and 
Defter (65)551 1030 Revefetiors 
(47703). UjOO The Movie Show 
(74105). 1130 Rawer Knight 
(83451). 1230 Dream On (36204). 
LOG Comedy Steles (32662). 130 
The Edge (4944(h. 230-7.00am Hit 
Mix Long Play (11643L 

SXY2 

7.00pm Earth 2 (4014451). 800 JAG 
(49279711 930 Kindred: The Em- 
braced (4010635). lOOOTteastrom 
the Crypt (50G690SL 1030 fete tram 
the Crypt (591842® lLOOTheHit 
Mix (1050600J. 12.00 Rim The Visi- 
tots (1972) (27779141 2£06.00am 
Hft Mix Long Play (676531(9. 

SKY MOVIES 

6.00am Mountain Fbmtty Robinson ' 
(1979) (5560QJ. 8.00 Babe Ruth 
(1991 ) (558J9J. 1(100 The Cat and 
the Canary (1979) (96513). 12-00 
The Sandfct (1993) (652421 230 
Fbr Love Alone (1994) (378301- 4.00 
Pocahontas: The Legend (1995) 
(2838). 6 -00 Rough Diamonds 


(1994) (170741 &00 Little Bfg 
League (1994) (29819). 1030 Fatal 
instinct (1993) (95068). 11-30 Se- 
cret Games-3 (1995) (309567). 1.05 
Back in Acton (1994) (4542020). 
235 Mtortwarp (1991) (772310). 

4.00 B6nd Justice (1994) (203911 
MOVIE CHANNEL 
6JWam The Kid from Left Field 
(1953) (53242). a 00 Tripoli (1950) 
(46161). 10.00 Rookie of the Year 
(1993) (941551 12,00 The Big 
Game (1995) (63884). 2J00 Major 
League II (1994) (28180). 4.00 The 
Scout (1994) (3180). 6.00 Angels 
(1994) (15616). 8.00 The Shadow 
(1994) (10161;. 10.00 Outbreak 
(1995) (606965481 12.10 Scanner 
Cop (1993) (885681). 1.45 Out- 
break (1995) (98437223). 335 So- 
lar Wanton (1986) (305861 96U. 

SKY MOVIES GOLD 
4.00pm Hfeh Society (1956) 
(75296351 6.00 The Lost Wttod 
(1960) (1426971). 830 Return 
bom the River Kwai (1988) 
(2501616). 10.00 King of the Hill 
(1990) (24070931 11/10 White 
Mischief (1987) (3119258). 130 

Reap the Wild Wind (1942) 
(37719204). 335-545am Daddy 
Longles (1955) ( 22668914 1 
UK GOLD 

730am Give Us a Clue (77654261 
730 Going far Gold (94498381 735 
The SulHvans (18017180). 1030 
Nelghbaure (5852123). 1230 East- 
Endas(95J5410gj. 235 Minder 
<694009871 4.00 Roan's Nest 
ffi«7155J. 430 Sorry! (44035671 

S.05 Cartoon Time (41 708 2581 5.15 
( ? 35270 ^- 6.W Bulseye 
(25768571 645 Some Mothera Do 


•fine 'Em (5339703). 735 Whatever 
Happened to the Ukely Lads? 
(51625131 835 Shoestring 
(97473567). 9.10 Kcjak (8S344513). 

11.10 Miami Vice (7985398). 12.10 
Cater (551 19331 1.10 The Atoum 
Show (16558461 235-730am Shop 
ping at ffight (2741 6372). 

SKY SPORTS 1 

730am Warid Sport Special (17)61). 
730 American Sports (92426). 830 
Racing News (343641 9.00 The Rug- 
dy Or* (35600). 1030 Golf (79971). 

12.00 Sports Saturday (3852971). 
530 NHL (724321 630 Surfing 
(61838). 730 Finish Line (72771 
830 Baring -Live (347426). 11.00 
Kick Baring(33109J. 1230 Wbrld of 
Speed and Beauty (9619®. 1230- 
4.00am Baseball - Live (1008846J. 
LIVE TV 

630am Revelations 630 Looking tor 
Love 730 Spanish Archer 730 Mind 
and Body 830 The Why FBes 830 
Video Bck 930 RUb 3x 1 Fortune 930 
Fashion 1030 Revelations 1030 
Looking far Love 1130 Mind and Body 
1130 Spanish Archer 1230 Gaft 
Campus Capers 1230 The Why Files 

1.00 Looking fbr Love 130 Fate and 
Fortune 230 Fashion 230 Mind and 
Body 330 Chequered Flag 330 Pto 
Money 430 Entfs Afonster Sport Show 
530 Eva's Seventies Pbp Show 630 
Fashion 630 Eric's Monster Sport 
Show 7.00 Spanish Archer 730 Reve- 
lations 8.00 Bushscta 9.03 The Whv 
FJJes 930 Looking tor Low 10.03 
Era's Monster Sport Show 1030 Eva's 
Seventies POp Show 1133 Fate and 
Fortune 1130 The Sex Show 1233 
Reflations 1230 Kiss TV 130- 
630am Night-Tine Programmes 
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But surely the Prison Service is. being 
somewhat unimaginative. The Mjnistnrof 
Defence is awash with surplus land and gear. 
Tne Navy is m decline. We know that because 
adnurals were only this week passed overfor 
the job of Chief of Defence Staff. That must 
mean that there are destroyers, maybe even 
a earner, spare. So why not do what the gov- 
ernment did when it had all those french pris- 
oners during the Napoleonic Wars and re- 
commission the hulks - floating prisons? It 
would add verisimilitude to the British Tbinist 
Board’s promotion of Olde London. 

Alternatively, there are all those empty 
dungeons in the royal palaces and English 
Heritage's estate. Putting real, live prisoners 
m them would make the Bloody Tower and 
• Dover Castle even more attractive to tourists 
r - and give those overweight yeomen warders 
a real job of work at last failing that, we could 
turn one of the innumerable Scottish islands 
into an offshore prison - Alcatraz would have 
nothing on St Baida as the ultimate escape- 
proof jail. Come on, Mr Howard, show some 


imagination! Why stop ’ at missile bases? 

What isn’t a joke is that the Home Office 
has woefully miscalculated its numbers. For 
months, if not years, all sorts of makeshift 
arrangements arc going to have to be made 
to acco mm oda t e the fast-expanding prison 
: population. As we reported yesterday, mag- 
istrates* courts cells may be brought into use 
over Christmas. All such expedients are 
deplorable. Convicts or those on remand held 
in temporary cells are unlikel y to have access 
to even a bade prison regime. This flouts the 
principle that all prisoners should be subject 
to uniform conditions and that to their loss 
of liberty riiould hot be added unpredictable 
variati o ns in ' the conditions under which 
they axe held. It is also Jikefy lo be expensive, 


to Sc brought in. As for the American airbase 
scheme, it seems that the Ministry of Defence 
may even be asked to “donate” its police for 
patrols. They will not have been trained in 
guarding prisoners and may well end up 
reducing rather than improving security. 

Let’s not argue, at this point, with the 
Home Secretary’s basic policy, which is to 
make a prison sentence a more likely outcome 
of c rimina l proceedings. Michael Howard’s 
reliance on statutory Jail terms for a wider 
class; of offences wfl] have a direct and mea- 
surable effea on prison nrxmbeis. (Legislation 
to be announced in the Queen’s Speech next 


o 


week will push up the prison population even 
further.) Wfe disagree that these measures are 
going to be effective in terms of reduemgthe 
total volume of crime; they do purchase “time 
out” for criminals, off the streets, as the Home 
Secretary has said, but the cost is huge. 

But it is entirety legitimate for Michael 
Howard to pursue such a policy - provided 
he and his government colleagues are pre- 
pared to will the means. The prison popul- 
ation is, of course, not “controllable 7 ’ by the 
Home Office in daily detail; it is determined 
by the decisions of the courts.. But the Home 
Secretary sets the tone for sentencing deri- 
sions as well as the tariffs. He is certainty 
responsible for the projected growth. But has 
he secured me wherewithal? Richard Tilt, the 
director-general of the Prison Service, says no. 
Even if we discount Mr Tllfs complaints for 
the time of year they are issued -it is the sea- 
son for annual bargaining between spenders 
and the Treasury - he bears witness to fiscal 
backsliding. High rhetoric from the Home 
Secretary, and big promises at the Tbry Party 
conference, are being followed by a refusal 
to honour the commitment. 

Ail this is rapidly shaping up as a shambles. 
It looks as if these temporary arrangements 
involving camps and court cells will persist 
If so^ it will amount to a tie facto alteration 
in the penal regime for large numbers - un- 
legislated and unwilled. There wQl be less 


security. The Home Office deserves a legal 
challenge - though it could be Home Secre- 
tary Jack Straw who has to field it 
So the deliveiv of a policy which the Gov- 
ernment has been trumpeting is failing. 
Almost as important as that fact is the sym- 
bolism of this cock-up. It damages the very 
authority of the state. Confidence that gov- 
ernment has the power and competence to 
deliver as promised is a precious thing. It 
deserves the care and concern not just of 
those who believe government should do 
more but also of liberals, temperamentally 
allergic to undue state interference, and 
those who would like the state to be smaller. 
Ineffective government is no substitute for 
limited government — it is no more than a 
rec ipe for resentment and irritation which can 
sometimes spill over into a contempt for 
authority of all kinds. 

Thatcherism's “big idea" was rolling back 
the state, freeing (as she saw it) enterprise; 
it remains the guiding principle of the Major 
government. But diminution of the effec- 
tiveness of government was no part of the 
lady’s project, or her successors. Lack of 
accommodation for an expanded population 
of prisoners bids fair to become a classic 
example of government failure. 

It’s an own goal for the 'lories, but one thnt 
has consequences for many more of us than 
prisoners. 


LETT EES TO THE EDITOR 


Complete handgun ban would 
prevent US-level child deaths 


Sin The willingness of the British 
Government to introduce legislation 
that goes further than Lord 
Cullen's recommendations is 
brave and weIcome (“Britain 
declares war on the gun culture", 17 
October). 

However, there will remain 
jl^gnificant number of legally 
b§|§Bnd lethal handguns 
available. In Britain we are - 
fortunate in not having a society 
where guns are accepted as part of 
everyday life. Experience in the 
United States of America reflects 
the evolution of a “gun culture” 
which hasnot been held back by 
legal constraint. - 

Thus in 1990 there were 15 per • 
100,000 children between 10 and 14 
years of age deliberate^ killed by 
guns in that country. This would be . 
equivalent to around.68 deaths per 
year in the United Kingdom in that 
age group. 

Six per 1,000 children visiting two 
emergency departments in 
Louisiana in 1993 were suffering 
from firearm injuries. This would be 

equivalent to 210 cases peryear in 

the North Staffordshire Hospital, 
which 35,000 children attend 
annually. Between 35 and 38 per 
cent of families with children in the 
USA reported that 15. per cent had 
carried a gun within 30 days of the 
survey. 

There are few opportunities to 
intervene in sorial/public health 
'jvUPlems such as violence involving 
firearms. Once guns are pervasive in 
any society, as shown by the chilling 
statistics from the USA, there is^ 
almost no opportunity for “turning 
buck the doric". The USA can be 
considered a laboratory forwhat can 

happen to children, along with all 

other citizens, if guns are widely 
available. 

We urge our politicians to vote 
according to the future welfare of all 
our children and legislate now for a 

complete ban on handguns, 
recognising that most mc^grilyheld 
guns were at one time held legally. 

Such an approach may also send a 
signal to other countries, such as the 
USA, assisting their politicians to 
take a similar stance. 

Dr DAVID SOUTHALL, 

Dr PAUL EUNSON 
Dr CARL BOSE . 

Child Advocacy International 
Stoke-on-Trcni Staffordshire 


Sir. Your leading article (“Ban all 
handguns now. There's nothing to 
lose” 17 October) correctfystates 
that the only lossTesulting from a 
blanket ban on all priratety owned 
handguns would be to a handful of 
enthusiasts. Yet even they need not 
• loseouL-.- 

It is not the handgun which does 
the damage, but the bullets which it 
foes. 

- Any child with a gun-hke add-on 
for their video game knows that 
one can shoot down an entire : 
alien invasion fleet without the need 
for bullets- all one needs is an infra- 
red source and a detector. No less 
steadya band is required to hit a - 
target with an electronic device than 
with apbysical projectile and a 21 
pistol. 

. As for the Olympics, fencing has 
already shown that what was once a 
weapon can, with the help of 
electronic technology, be used in 
sport without any reduction in the 
skin required. 

JOHN CHESTER 
Leads, 

Wat Yorkshire 

Sir: Rarely have I read such 
sanctimonious twaddle as in your 
leader cafling for the banning of all 
handguns (17 October). 

The hysteria over pit-bull-type 
dogs resulted in bad law, 
unnecessary cruelty and an 1 
infringement of civil liberties. 
Hysteria over Dunblane is likely 
to result in infringement of 
dvfl liberties and no guarantee 
that a similar tragedy will not 
occur. If the legislation results 




underground the dangers may even 
beincreased. 

There is no protection against the 
actions of a seriously deranged 
person. 

A far more interesting question is 
why Hamil ton was so exdudedfrom 
society that his problems were not 
addressed. 

We consider the freedom to drive 
a car worth the price of hundreds of 
dead children. . , _ 

. It s not clear that a single child's 
life will be saved try a state monopoly 
on handguns, yet important 
freedoms will be infrin ged. 

• SIMON J ELLIS 
’ Stone, 

Staffordshire. 


Sin Andrew Brown goes over the top 
(“Altruistic equations that killed a 
good man”, 14 October). BUI 
Hamilton’s maths may be sound, but - 
support a dubious thesis: the selfish 
gene-ery spin on Darwmian 
evolution. 

There are other ways of explaining 
altruism in animal behaviour. It may 
weti be tiiataltraism occurs in all 
social speries because befog social - 
the social good -requires it while the 
individual good necessarily results, to 
a significant extent, from the common 
good. 

Hence everyone benefits from 
altruism, not just someone's genes. 
'Ey to imagine a social species in 
which self-interest dominated 
everyone’s behaviour, or had to be 
knocked out of each individual in its 
infancy. 

The common good in practice is 
the good of an individual’s 
community, not some vague 
abstraction. It is the community ' 
which benefits from altruistic 


behaviour, and that need not be made 
up of related individuals: a platoon of 
soldiers or a lifeboat crew, for 
instance. 

Tb argue, as Hamilton does, that 
then concern for (me another derives I 
from selfish gene-ay via kinship , 

“ altruism”; or that the setf-saenfiemg 


best unconvincing 
It is interesting just how welcoming 
are the social and academic 
environments to evolutionary 
theories- educated guesses, 


like Richard Dawkms’s -which find 
greed, competition and selfishness at 
the roof of mnnan behaviour, or in 
the dirt around the root. 

There are different ideas - 
Kropotkin’s mutual aid; Professor V 
C Wynn e-Edwards's group selection 
— and informed criticisms of selfish 
gene-ery which merit equal attention. 
DICK FROST 
Orton, Cumbria 


Act now on 


Irish peace talks, before election muddies the water 


#■ Your editorial “Another small 
Mcjpiong the road to pc®*® 

6 ^lbOcK&r) suggested that the 
^electoral considerations of the 
' Northern Ireland parties made 

. ' further progress in the 

unlikely between now and a general 

election. . 4 

No wit would dispute that 
the level of public support for 

the parties is important to au 

concerned, but so is the ,evc * 

forces public confrontations on the 

basis of moderates versus hard- 

^partian^inWsn^ 
has helped to ensuiHi^^^ 

- taJk^gwthTbnyBlairabo^^j faI 

cmmmtmcnL . 

, Looking forward to a change oi 


government, yon are right to suggest 

that ‘‘Labour's base position is 
consent”, but you overtook that we , 

have always said that change is 

necessary. Wfe knowthereisnot 
consent for a united Ireland among 
unionists, but it is equally dear that 
exis ting status does not have the 
consent of nationalists. 

That is why we need new 
arrangements and structures that 
both communities can support. The 

status quo is not an option. - 

Our policy, as set out mNew 
labour; New UftfarBritab^cw , 
our commitment to reconrihation 
between the two communities, mid 

tezspszss: 

P V?e believe thatreconahat^n 
. on resnect for each 


which all people can share and which 
hnth unionists and nationalists can 
support. 

Labour argues that a new 
settlement needs to: embrace 
balanced constitutional change 
in Britain and Ireland; increase 
North-South co-operation as 
a matter of common sense, to 
make the border less relevant; 
fully respect the identities and 
aspirations of both traditions; and 
provide for & strong, devolved 
assembly based upon proportional 
representation. 

Tb help underpin the process of ■ 
change, we have to bnila confidence 
too. Given the opportunity, there are 


some important things Labour will * 
do to help tins, snch as: incorporating 
the European Convention on 
Human Rights into our taw; 
consulting with the parties on a 
home-grown bBl of rights; talcing 
steps to make the po&x more 

accountab k: and retrresen tative; 
toughening up the tafr employment 
legislation; and taking decisive action 
to reduce teaaon over the parades. 


For now, we are calling on 
all parties to take an extra step 
forward. That’s why I visited loyalist 
prisoners in the Maze prison. I 
welcome the step taken by David 
Trimble in visiting them. The 
maintenance of the loyalist ceasefire 
is an essential element In making 
progress. 

And the restoration of the ERA 
ceasefire iscrudal too. You suggest 
that progress is being made in the 
absence of Sinn Fein and that is true. 
But it cannot be unconditionally 
cxduded from the process. That - 
would only strengthen the hand of 
the militarists. 

The IRA has to call a ceasefire 
and Sinn Fein has to show 
its commitment to peace - 
and democracy in word and 
deed. If they do, both 


that there is a place for them at the 

Talks 

MARJORIE MOWLAM MP 
Shadow Northern Ireland Secretary 
House of Commons 
London SW1 


New oil fields a 
backward step 


Sin Nicholas Schoon (“Rio summit’s 
green pledges to be broken”, 
October 11), reports from an oil 
industry conference that Britain and 
Germany are “world leaders in 
pressing countries to take the global 
wanning threat seriously ." Every 
other major industrial country is 
expected to fail its Rio commitment 
to cap carbon dioxide emissions, 
while Britain and Germany's 
marginal reductions are a side-effect 
of industrial restructuring. 

This is all good news for oil 
companies. British Environment 
Secretary John Gummer attacked 
the fossil fuel (oil) lobby at the 
August dimate talks. But the British 
government is actually expanding oil 
production: it is licensing BP to open 
vast new o3 fields west of Shetland, 
od the Atlantic frontier. 

This is wrong: morally, rationally, 
politically. Five years on from Rio, 
governments accept the reality of 


A lifeboat crew: why do they risk their lives? Photograph: Colorific 

Altruism is more than selfish genes 


LETTER from 
THE EDITOR 


have signalled that fossil fuels will 
end, by beginning the end of ofl. 

Wake up John Major, wake up 
Tbny Blair. Stop the driUing, put out 
the fires, turnoff the taps, send back 
the ships and leave the ocean to the 
whales. Crank up your carbon taxes, 
lag your lofts, change your light 
bulbs, harness the wind and plug in 
the sun. 

Cl ROSE 

Compact Programme Director, 
Greaipeace UK 
London N1 


Hair for hunting 

Sin Christopher Hill (Letters, 16 
October) quite rightly offers Elaine 
Morgan’s theory as an alternative to 
the Savannah orthodoxy on human 
evolution, but misrepresents much of 
it. 

Hairlessness lets us lose heat very 
rapidly, so we can run for very long 
periods, far longer than any other 
hunting mammal. Further, the 
pinnipeds (seals etc) are ail covered 
m hair, and are conspicuously 
aquatic. Neoteny is common in 
higher mammals, particularly 
predators and primates. 

In fact, most of the reasons he 
dies are actually good evidence for 
our hunting (carnivorous) past. 

There are much better pieces of 
evidence for our semi-aquatic 
ancestry. 

For example, for proper neural 
development we need fatty adds 
found in large quantities only in fish: 
no other primate has this 
dependency. 

If new-born babies are submerged 
in water, they automatically hold 
their breath, and reflexively tih their 
heads up as they are brought to the 
surface. 

Finally, though Elaine Morgan’s 
views are not yet entirety orthodox, a 
substantial minority of biologists now 
accept them. 

STEPHEN R GOULD , 

London SW5 I 


Masons as jurors? 

Sin With reference to “Masons 
make better jurors, say judges” 

(15 October) ... these an? the 
chaps who assemble in darkened 
rooms, refuse to admit women, wear 
regalia which the average drag queen 
would consider rather OTX tare 
various portions of tbeir anatomy 
whilst giving each other funny 
handshakes and muttering secret 
passwords and take an oath which 
owes more to Just William and the 
Gang of the Block Hand than ihe 
Royal Courts of Justice ... ? Or did 
the Court of Appeal in Guernsey 
misdirect itself? 

BJ CAIRNS 
London N22 


I t has been a sad and soli- 
tary editor’s week, waiting 
for the phone call, pacing 
the haD in the darkness of early 
morning, desperately hoping 
for the barely audible tbock! of 
cream-coloured envelope on 
leaf-encrusted doormat Bui 
no. The invitation to pack bow- 
tie, sagging penguin-suit (more 
of awatni^suit, in my case) and 
head to Brighton to party with 
the Referendum Party, has not 
come. All London is said to be 
going. All the in, intelligent, 
forceful and attractive people 
... bar one, it seems. This 
despite the feet that The Daily 
Telegraph's peroxide-winged 
ballet correspondent Boris 
Johnson has publicly an- 
nounced that J am invited. The 
shame! The public humiliation! 

Can this be because we are 
cm the other ride? Perhaps: the 
position of this paper is to be 
in fevourofrefenmdumson big 
constitutional issues, including 
British membership of the 
single currency - but thor- 
oughly and implacably against 
the Referendum Party. We 
could, of course, have been 
bought for a glass of warm 
champagne But it is too late . 

As it happens; I have met Sir 
James Goldsmith for dinner 
once, and was mightily im- 
pressed, though unconverted 
by his passionate hostility to 
free trade. He possesses extra- 
ordinary ice-blue eyes, whose 
gleam made artificial lighting 
unnecessary, and more inter- 
esting facts about 19th-century 
trade patterns than a well- 
stocked university library. 
These things are not necessar- 
ily a recommendation but I 
mention them to emphasise 
that he is, in bis way, a form- 
idable debater and would give 
most professional politicians a 
serious fight on television. 

The Referendum Party's 
choice of louche Brighton for 
its rally has caused much ban- 
ter about the whiff of Regency, 
big-money socialising that sur- 
rounds it. There really are par- 
allels between then and now. 
The Prince Regent’s salon was 
on the fringe of real power, a 
wealthy and perpetual annoy- 
ance dosdy connected by birth 
and friendship to the govern- 
ment of the day. So is Sir 
Jimmy's salon. He is connected 
to the Thatcher salon - Carla 
Powell, wife of Sir Charles 
Powell, Lady Thatcher’s former 


adviser, is a Goldsmith cheer- 
leader. Lord McAlpine, the 
Thatcherile former Tcuy trea- 
surer, is another. Goldsmith 
has plenty of mates among 
right-wing Tbry MPs. 

Thatcher and John Major 
were formally reunited at the 
Tory conference in Bourne- 
mouth, though these confer- 
ence reconciliations are elabor- 
ately artificial affairs. (1 heard 
recently that during the 
Thatcher years, there would be 
detailed and tense annual 
negotiations between her office 
and Ted Heath's lot about 
where the two outsize egos 
would “accidentally" meet; who 
would proffer the handshake. 

The Referendum 
Parly’s choice of 
louche Brighton has 
caused much banter 
about the whiff of 
Regency big-money 
socialising that 
surrounds it 


and so on.) And today, despite 
the Thatcher-Major reconcil- 
iation, the Referendum Party 
seems strikingly like the prov- 
isional wing of the Margaret 
Thatcher Tfendency. No one 
makes much of this. But it is 
pretty rum. It is almost as if 
Neil Kinnock's former advisers 
and allies were currently work- 
ing with Arthur Scargill against 
Tony Blair. Mr Major, plating 
the staid and disapproving 
William Pitt to Goldsmith’s 
Frinny and McAlpine’s Beau 
Brummell (well, no parallel 
can be exact) affects not to 
care. But he must be livid at 
today's jolly antics. Almost as 
hurt as I am, perhaps. 

Some readers have com- 
plained about our use of the 
Clare Short story on the front 
page. It is not, admittedly, our 
normal page one fare. But it 
seemed a piece of genuine 
goad news, a happy ending for 
decent people. And it’s pretty 
rare that you get that on any 
front page, never mind our 
one. 


Andrew Marr 


QUOTE UNQUOTE 


Politicians are the most despicable human subspecies I have come 
I across in a long and varied life - Sir James Goldsmith, Founder 
of the Referendum Party. 

When I first entered Parliament in 1959, 1 thought I was joining 
the best club in London. Today one might as well sign the book 
at Raymond’s Revue Bar - Tory MP Sir Julian Critchley. 

Conkers players tend to peak older - John Ball, the 74-year-old 
pensioner crowned men’s champion at this year's World Conker 
Championships. 

I must confess that most of the time I do not understand my own 
regulations- Emma Bonnie, the European Union Fisheries Com- 
missioner. 

Not only is it true, but I understand that in the Tbry Party today 
it is compulsory - Nicholas Soames, Armed Forces Minister, asked 
in the Commons if it was true that bromide was still given to ser- 
vicemen to control their sexual urges. 

Well done. Care. We’re all bloody human! - Van driver to Clare 
Short, who was posing with the son she gave up for adoption. 

We have become the overtime capital of Europe, with many peo- 
ple being forced to work long hours through no choice of their 
own — We are witnessing a return to the days of the Victorian 
workhouse - Stephen Byers, Labour employment spokesman. 
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the Saturday story 


Looking for 

justice in the 
East End 

Mary Walz was promised half a million pounds 
by Barings. “Mrs Taylor’ fiddled the computer to 
pay her own council tax. Will the law treat them 
with the same consideration? By Louise Jury 


I n neighbouring rooms 
of the Stratford indus- 
trial tribunal in east 
London, two women 
are fighting for their 
employment rights. 

In Room Three there is 
Mary Whiz, a feisty, 36-year-old 
American more accustomed to 
the boardroom than to con- 
crete and chipboard tribunal 
offices in one of the scruffier 
parts of the capital. She is fight- 
ing Barings Bank for a £500,000 
bonus she claims she was owed 
when the bank crashed with 
£S30m losses run up by the 
rogue trader Nick Leeson in 
Singapore, 

In Room Two is a small, 
scared woman a few years older 
- we’ll call her Janet Turner. 
She committed what was a tiny 
fraud compared with the deal- 
ings that broke Britain’s oldest 
merchant bank. Yet her world 
has tumbled around her just as 
surely as the collapse at Barings. 

Mis Turner is a former hous- 
ing benefit officer earning less 
than a sixth of Ms Whiz’s basic 
£93,000, who fiddled the coun- 
cil computer to defer paying 
her own poll tax bill when she 
was in dire financial circum- 
stances and under significant 
work stress. She is now des- 
perate to win a case of unfair 
dismissal against the London 
Borough of Islington. 

The two women are equal 
before the tribunal chairmen 
charged with deciding their 
cases. But there the similarity 
ends. Where Ms Whiz has a 


bright young barrister (and 
Barings a QC), Mrs Turner has 
a solicitor acting alone (against 
a barrister for the council). Ms 
Whiz determinedly briefc her 
legal team with verbal and writ- 
ten notes on her banking 
opposition: Mrs Turner sits 
awed and largely silent, as her 
chanoe of proving that she was 
not given a chance slips slowly 
away. In everything, they live 
half a milli on pounds apart. 

The doorman knows which is 
the sexy story, “You a journal- 
ist?” he asks as I arrive clutch- 
ing newspapers and a heavy bag 
of notebooks. He does not even 
ask why I am there. “You want 
Room Three,” he says. That is 
Mary Whiz. No one is inter- 
ested in Mrs Turner and her sad 
tale. There is not a single other 
journalist there. 

Mary Whiz is a City high 
flyer, a former director of Bar- 
ings who was global head of 
equity financial products. One 
of the tabloids claimed that she 
sobbed when she gave evidence 
this week. She bristles at the 
very thought, for she is made of 
sparkier stuff. 

Ms Whiz must know that 
half the country probably sym- 
pathises with Nicholas Under- 
hill, Barings' QC “It is sur- 
prising. to say the least,” he 
said, “that Barings' global head 
of equity financial products 
should daim a bonus for the 
year in which such catastrophic 
losses were made, which led to 
insolvency.” But despite the 
collapse - and to the apparent 


amazement of some of her old 
colleagues - she is. 

Next door, Janet Turner is 
sobbing. She dabs at her eyes 
with a tissue and tools drawn 
and drained as she tells her 
story. Crying, she apologises for 
her fraud. She was severely 
depressed, as psychiatrists test- 
ify, and under pressure - at 
times the only member of staff 
in what should have been an 
eight-person team, doing twice 
the borough's average case 
workload. Her home fife was a 
catalogue of disasters and she 
bad financial problems not 
entirely of her own making. 
After her fiddling came to light, 
conversations with her seniors 
wrongly reassured her that she 
might not be sacked. She was 
wfifing to work anywhere in the 
borough, if an alternative post 
away from the computers could 
be found. 

Mrs Turner knows that what 
she did was wrong, and makes 
no excuses. All she is claiming 
is that the London Borough of 
Islington did not take all the 
circumstances into account 
before dismissing her after 
eight-and-a-half years’ service 
and no prior misconduct It is 
not exactly a common story, but 
it is more typically the stuff of 
tribunals than the case being 
heard next door. 

Mary Walz, of course, is a 
“star” or at least she was told 
she was by Andrew Tuckey, 
Barings’ deputy chairman, 
when U hours before learning 
of the Leeson disaster, he 
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Mary Walz (tap) and the Barings office (I eft). Isfingtnn’s boosing benefit office (right) 


handed her a slip of paper con- 
taining the words “Mary Walz 
- £500,000”. It was what she 
had been expecting her bonus 
to be. 

She had joined the bank in 
1992 following another high 
flyer, Ron Baker, when he was 
recruited to head Barings' 
financial products group. The 
group was apparently doing 
well under the two of them, but 
that, of course, was based on 
the fictitious profits from Lee- 
son's Singapore operations. 

The bank considers Ms Walz 
to have been one of those 
responsible for Leeson, now 
serving six-and-a-half years in a 
Singapore prison for his dis- 
honest financial dealings. In 
his book, Ro&ie Trader, Leeson 
himself names her as one of the 
four people to whom he 
reported. The Board of Bank- 


ing Supervision’s report into 
the Barings collapse criticises 
her as being one of those who 
failed to monitor Leeson care- 
fully enough. It said: “Neither 
Mr Baker ... nor Mary Walz, as 
head of equity products and 
having responsibility for risk for 
equity products, bad any real 
understanding of the nature or 
true profit potential of Barings 
Futures (Singapore)^ apparent 
trading.” 

But Ms Walz denies that she 
was directly responsible for 
Leeson 's activities. In the words 
of AmonySandel, her barrister 
“She wasn’t running the ship 
entirely single-handed - or, 
indeed, at all” 

She says that she was work- 
ing extremely hard and gave 
“tremendous commitment” to 
her job. Like all staff she knew 
the bonus was discretionary. As 


she put it^dacrctionaiy means 
for 365 days a year I can work 
my socks off and I may not get 
a bonus. Anything may happen 
until that time But she 
believed that the figure was 
agreed when she met Andrew 
Tuckey at 11am on 23 February 
last year. 

Mr Sendai told the tribunal 
that the notification of the 
£500,000 bonus was a contract 
which had been broken and 
Barings, now owned by the 
Dutch bank ING, had illegally 
failedto pay it under the Wages 
Act. Mr Underhill disagreed. 
There was no “right” to the 
money at ail. “It may be sur- 
prising that so important a ben- 
efit is non-contractual, but 
there are other well-known 
instances of that,” he said. 
“Everyone recognises you may 
not get a penny.” 


tWQIQGWHUlS WIEffliAKMAi. 
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As the complicated argu- 
ment proceeded over three 
days this week, Ms Whiz sat 
behind her legal team, listening 
intently, riffling through her 
giant file of papers and docu- 
ments and sipping Diet Coke. 

Though perhaps a little ner- 
vous-commenting sarcastically 
about the attention the case has 
received, touchily mocking the 
claims made against her - she 
bad an engaging line in humour 
as she braced herself for the 
proceedings. 

She laughed as the final day 
began with a handful of press 
again waiting to take their seats. 
“Hard core,” she said. “You’re 
going to die today. It’s going to 
be really boring.” 

In a fitted grey dress, suede 
shoes and pearl earrings, she 
was well turned out - as might 
be expected of a woman who 


saw her anmwjratoiy ri>c Jjjjj 
£80 000 in 1992 (with ilfcOJMJ 
bonus) to £93.000 (and 
£300,000 bonus) a year later. As 
she ran slim fmgeis through her 
hair, she looked not unlike the 
actress Jamie Lee Curing Her 
home is at Butlers Wharf, 
central London, flic neigh- 
bourhood near Twer Bridge 
made fashionable by the style 
Euru Terence Conran. 

During the deliberations, 
Nick Leeson s name came up 
surprisingly infrequently, as did 
the question of Ms Wife's com- 
petence. though Mr Underhill 
did raise the issue of culpabil- 
ity as he headed towards his 
final comments. ■ 

Next door, matters appear t|7. 
more concrete, the issues 
right and wrong more obvious 
without the shadow of giant 
sums of money to confuse them. 

At the time of Mrs Turner's 
offences there was a lol of 
housing benefit fraud, said 
Michael Davies, a council offi- 
cer. Whatever Mrs "turner's 
circumstances, a warning in- 
stead of dismissal would haw 
given the wrong message. The 
“purple book" governing the 
conduct of while-collar local 
authority workers was dear. 
“The public is entitled to 
demand ... local government 
officer conduct of the highest 
standard." Mr Davies said. 

The language of council sub- 
committees and unions (even 
of strikes) could not have con- 
trasted more sharply with the 
arguments next door over con- 
tracts and profit-sharing. At 
the end of two days. Mr 
Leonard, the panel chairman, 
said it was “impossible not to he 
moved by the unhappy histoiy 
that was' revealed" With ll« 
benefit of a number of p; •a'Af 
not read out to the tribun he 
conducted: “Clearly Mrs Turner 
was a lady who has had to suf- 
fer considerable difficulties in 
her lifetime.” 

However, he went on, she 
had adjusted the computer 
three times fraudulently in her 
favour. The council had tried its 
best to help her, but it was, first 
and foremost, a public body 
with a duty to its taxpayers. The 
case was dismissed. 

Afterwards, outside the tri- 
bunal offices, Mrs Turner cried. 
She stood forlornly, as if barely 
comprehending the decision, 
completely crushed by the case 
which had passed almost un- 
noticed even by the small world 
of local government in which 
she worked. 

Ms Walz has a month to 
wait for her tribunal ruling. 
She would say nothing before 
it has made its findings. Her 
alleged role in the disastrous 
collapse of Barings has been 
plastered across newspapers » 
vivid detail and as she awas^^, 
disciplinary hearing by the reg* 
ulatoiy body, the Securities and 
Futures Authority, the ordeal is 
not over yet. Yet whatever the 
tribunal decision, it is hard to 
imagine the American high 
flyer looking quite as desolate 
as the woman who pleaded her 
case next door. They remain 
worlds apart. 


jo brand’s 

I am in Germany for a few days visiting relatives and doing three nights at a 
new comedy club which has been set up by the London Comedy Store in 
Oberhauseit. The evening will consist of twoGerman comics and two English 
ones. We are ail a bit trepidations, as we are not quite sure what to expect. 

However, if it's anything like a gig 1 did in Holland recently, the German 
command of the English languge will be more impressive than the English 
command of the English language. 


.week 


In the race tn make life safer for 
women, it seems the Germans are 
ahead. Arriving at a multi-storey car 
park in Paderborn, I discovered that 
one floor of it is desigiated women 
only. This seems like a very good idea 
to me. Women feel particnlaity 
vulnerable in places like these and 
whenever you watch a gangster film, 
people are always taken to car parks 
like this to be dispatched to the great 
protection racket in the sky. One added 
advantage to a woman-only floor is 
that it smells nice. Wxnen don't tend 
to relieve themselves in public with the 
same regularity that men do. 

“The Bid”, the equivalent of The 
Sun here in Germany, arrives, 
deceptively, in broadsheet form. 
However, when you get down to it, you 
discover the stories are very simil ar. 
However, there was one 1 uked about a 
woman drug smuggler who arrived 
from Columbia. On being asked her 
job, she replied, “Art historian”, at 
which point customs officials 
questioned her on what she knew 
about Gothic art.. Of course, she didn't 
know anything, so they searched her 
luggage and found loads of cocaine. 

No 1 for the drug smuggler ... If 


you are going to bullshit, at least do it ■ 
about something you have a minimal 
amount of knowledge on. 

A recent case of a British soldier in 
Paderborn points to the dangaof 
placing too much faith in medical 
evidence. The soldier was accused of 
killing his baby daughter, after be had 
brought her to casualty saying she had 
feOen from a chain Doctors dedded 
this was untrue and that he had, in 
fed, canflpd the damage hrtn^ f 
However; X-ray evidence showed that 
the injuries sustained by the chQd were 
consistent with the man’s story So, not 
only did this poor guy lose a child, he 
found himself accused of her kilting. 
Our unswaying faith in the medical 
profession needs to be tempered with a 
tooefa of cynicism. I won’t say a pinch 
of salt, because some doctor will write 
in and say that is bad for me. 

In the former East Germany, it is 
very reassuring to see that the capitalist 
ethos is flourishing in some quartets at 
least A new schnapps has just come on 
to the market which is called, and I 
translate, “Erich’s Revenge”, after the 
esteemed Mr Honecker. “Erich's 
Revenge” is selling like hot cakes, 


millions of bottles a day. Nice to know 
that life is so sweet in former East 
Germany that they have to be 
completely plastered all the time. 

If yon want something done, do it 
yourself This was do doubt the 
th i n k ing behind the actions of a 
German Green Party politician this 
week. The Green Parly in Germany are 
currently pushing to legally cannabis, 
and this geezer, not content with how 
fast thing were moving, phoned the 
police ami grassed himself np for 
growing the staff (no pan intended I 
assure you). At least it’s got him some 
publicity for the case, although it’s 

possible be may be giggling too modi 

to fight hte conjee 

Back to England, and another 
example of how responsible the tabloid 

press can be, was demonstrated this 

week by the Sport, which published the 
work phone numbers of four women 
who were protesting about the setting 


up of a table bar in 

Manchester. So far thev have 
succeeded in banning it; and Spurt 
readers, who can obviously only d{ 
things - look at the pictures in the 
Sport and ... well I'll leave the otl 
up to your imagination - have bt 
raining threatening and obscene 
phone calls into the ears of the 
aforementioned women. “Aha," I 

you cry, “that's three things they c 
do, if they can use the phone.” Tru 
they ye probably had a fair bit of 
practice on other obscene lines. 

l^ts of us have difficult uergbboiu 
» must be hard to think of a 
dtaation qnite as bad as that face 
tbe Parian family, who live next di 
aamneted rapist This is a rapist 
Jbo a^prare io gu M far as a 
whh; haring broken into that 
Particular house twice; on one oec 
wraped a woman while ha- child 
^eguoat door and on another, 
stabbed the husband of a dlffmni 
woman he was holding at knifepo! 
Having been made aware of this, t 
ourent occupant of the house and 
^wdaughtcra have gone, leaving 
fo residence. Added to this 
campaign has been launched in th 
K" press to monitor the rapist’s 

■jehavKHn: This has upset his famj 

SIS" eV “ Ki “S S 0 * 0 "™ 

wow sttBsgle wjih. aUhonsh, b i 
cutting something in half mi] 
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friend Mr 

Tcnunmds 
4 doctrine of just 
deserts has not 
been. universal^/ 
admired 



david 
aaronovitch 


I t is rare, in these days of 
doctored spin, to find a 
politician who is prepared 
to put his head above the 
parapet, stick out his neck and 
IWcU it like it is. Gut one such is 
^■ray old friend John Townend, 
Rolarian and the Conservative 
MP for Bridlington. I can 
assure readers that John’s neck 
is extended, his bead well-clear 
of the ramparts and his mouth 
is working overtime. 

We first met, as I remember, 
at a Northern Conservative 
Women’s Bazaar in the early 
Eighties. Mrs Thatcher was at 
her apogee, and Mr Ibwnend 
had just won first prize at the 
Tombola - a Magnum of Dom 
Perignon which fie, as a 
successful wine merchant, had 
originally donated. As those ' 
around him celebrated his 
victory, he turned to me and 
spoke words that I will never 
forget. “1 deserve this*’, he 
said. Just that 
Ever since that day I have 
followed Mr Townend’s career 
with interest. For it seemed to 
me that he had captured an 
important truth in those three 
simple words - that it was 
morally and practically 
important for people to get 
they deserved. And, by 
liK? of logic, it was equally 
important for people not to 
get what they didn't deserve. 

So I observed Mr Tbwnend’s 
rise from back-bench obscurity . 
to the most prominent 
positions to which a politician, 
not actually called to the . 
ministerial purple, cart aspire. 

I applauded as he stormed 
into the chairmanship of the 
Conservative back-bendi 
finance committee, and 
toasted his election to the 
executive of the 1922 
committee. Like that day 
so many years before he 
was. 1 felt, getting what he 
deserved. 

As one might expect with 
any man of principle, Mr 
Townend’s ascent has been 
accompanied by controversy; 
his doctrine of just deserts not 
being universally admired. Just 
this week he has issued a set of 
proposals encapsulating his 
philosophy, and the reaction 
Jias ranged from the apathetic 
.^•cjHhe down-right uninterested. 
™ But it seems to me that 
readers of The Indep&ident 
need to be familiar with them. - 
My friend's proposals 


indude: cuts in benefit for 
new-age travellers (who do not 
deserve help because they are 
not really available for work), 

‘ mothers (whose 

them to 



are dependent on 
unemployment benefit “We ' 
should use the benefit system 
to discourage people fr om 
having large families, when 
they cannot afford them,*’ he 
writes in this month’s 
Pariiam enlary Review. 

The beneficial effects of 
large cuts in the support of the 
undeserving poor wm be 
threefold. First, a strong 
message will be seat about 
what kinds of behaviour 
society is prepared to tolerate. 
Second, those who are feckless 
or stupid will pay directly for 
their recklessness and 
stupidity. And finally, money 
win be made available to 
reward the deserving for their 
efforts, in the form of tax cuts. 

Having wielded the stick, 

Mr Townend can now produce 
his carrot. Sayings thus 
gleaned, he aigues, can be 
expended on allowing those 
(usually hardworking 
professionals) who employ 
clean e rs, nannies and 
gardeners, to offset the cost of 
their wages a gainst tax- Thus 
will of course, . increase 
employment in the domestic 
sector.' 

He boldness of this vision is 
breathtaking. New Age - 
Haveners, forced from their 


can find envir onmentally 
friendly employment in the 
gardens of successful 
entrepreneurs and journalists. 
The few remaining EElegitimale 
children bora to teenage 
mothers, or the unwanted 
offspring of over-large families 
can be indentured into service 
in even quite modest homes. 
They need never know what it 
is not to have work. - 
By so enormously increasing 
the gap between the penalties 
for Mure ami the rwardsof 
success, Mr Tbwnend 
accomplishes an important ■' 
piece of social engineering. He 
inculcates in all citizens a 
strong motive for succeeding. 
And thus - 1 am sure you will 
agree - brings the classless 
society that much doser. A 
brandy? Just ring the bell 



W hat makes 
tango so sexy? 
Sadler's Wells 
Theatre is 
keen to 
explain. The old Sadler's Wells 
may be a pile of rubble await- 
ing rebuilding, but meanwhile it 

has started ahianch office at the 
P&acock Theatre in Portugal 
Street committed to promoting 
accessible, popular dance. 
Sadler’s "Wells at the Peacock 

launched itself this week with 
Thngo Pot Dos. Accessible? 
Definitely. Popular? You bet. 
Sexy? I should coco. 

Ail dance (with the obvious 
exception of Moms Dancing) 
can be sexy. Social dance 
allows total strangers to , 
embrace, theatrical dance gives 
you a cast-iron excuse to stare 
at beautiful bodies in a state of 
undress. Indeed, 19ih-centuiy 
ballet audiences were often 
accused of being there simply 
to gaze at the gussets of pretty 


is only sexy up to a 
point. Darcey BusseU’s ability 
to scratch her ear with her big 
toe may well encourage her 
less sophisticated male admir- 
ers to imagine activities that 
would make the Kama Sutra 
look tame. - But, generally 
speaking, classical ballet is too 
divorced from reality, too care- 
fully choreographed to come 
. anywhere near the earthy sen- 
suality of the tango. 

It’s not for want of trying, of 
course. The late Sir Kenneth 
MacMillan led a single handed 
crusade to include as many sex- 
ual acts and perversions as 
possible in the ballet reper- 
toire: rape, oral rape, gang 
rap£ you name it, he toyed 
with it. But however powerful 
the resulting dance, the result- 
ing emotions are always those 
of a spectator. 

. The exciting thing about 
tango is that it is an o: 
social dance. Even at its mi 
sublime, it always looks as 
you, too, after a couple 
lessons, could take a 
around the floor with an 
ing roufi in double-breasted" 
pinstripes. Indeed, tango 
classes are springing up all 
over the country to feed just 
such a fantasy. 

Tfcngo began in die poor 
suburbs of Buenos Aires in the 
second half of the 19th century. 
Rooted in the Milonga and the 
Habanera, it incorporated 
some of the more frenzied 
pelvic movements of African 
dance, thus disqualifying itself 
from polite society. 

Argentina may have been a 
melting pot of cultures after the 
huge influx of Spanish, Italian 
and British immigrants but that 
didn't mean it didn't have stan- 
dards. Buenos Aires was the 
Paris of the Southern Hemi- 
sphere, its magnificent boule- 
vards and town houses designed 

by Ftencfa architects. People 
who had got off the boat over 
a generation ago were very 


For all its 
beauty and 
at3ileticism, : 
writes Louise 
Levene, ballet 
can never 
match up to 
tango -that 
sophisticated, 
sleazy dance 
that has turned 
sex into an 
art form 



keen to keep out the riffraff. 

Even today Buenos Aires is 
a city that has both a Hairods 
(no relation) and a Hnriingham 
Club, a aty where all the pri- 
vate schools play cricket. But 
fashion was always something 
you imported. At the mm ext 
the century the new dance form 
slipped across to Paris where it 
immediately found favour. Its 
popularity grew over the next 
two decades, thanks partly to 
the international success of 
Rudolph Vfelentino, the arche- 
typal Latin lover. By this time 
even the snooty anglophiles of 
La Recoleta were happy to 
import their home grown tra- 
ditions now that they had 
received the Parisian seal of 
approval. 


Meanwhile, in North Amer- 
ica, the vogue for outlandish 
dances made the tango aD the 
rage, but its sensuality was 
soon neutered by the prissy 
intervention of Vernon and 
Irene Castle the proud parents 
of modem ballroom dancing. 
The Castles sanitised the 
tango, washing it clean of all 
the saucy legplay that make it 
so thrilling to watch (and which 
led that notorious old killjoy 
Pope Pius X to ban it in 1914). 

The result was the Interna- 
tional Tango, a dreary little 
walk without passion or clanger 
that brought the very name of 
tango into disrepute. 

Fbr years in Britain tango 
was just the novelty act in the 
Latin section of Come Dandng 


in which sequin-encrusted den- 
tal hygienists from Dorking 
sasbayed across our screens 
clasped as one by deliriously 
happy estate agents. 

In Paris, it was different, 
although the initial craze had 
passed, there were always 
tango salons where the true 
enthusiast could bang out 

It was to Paris that Thngo 
Argentino made its first Euro- 
pean trip in 1983. This Buenos 
Aires-based company reminded 
the world what they were miss- 
ing. For the past few years 
tango companies have been 
regular visitors to London and 
the effect on audiences has 
been extraordinary. You don't 
walk away from a ballet per- 
formance determined to buy a 


tutu but tango makes you yearn 
to participate. 

The Argentinian company 
Tango Por Dos returned to 
London this week in a show 
that exemplifies tango's potent 
charm. Although beautifully 
dressed and slickly produced. 
It still manages to make you 
believe that you are in some 
seedy Latin bar. 

The veteran Carlos places 
his right hand lightly but firmly 
on Alicia's spine and pilots 


her around the door hy the 
pressure of his fingers and the 
sheer weight of his guiding 
body. All movements and shifts 
of direction nru initiated by the 
male and his chosen female 
responds with the speed and 
sensitivity of a thoroughbred. 

The sexual parallels are 
obvious, the whole dance is a 
nostalgic throwback to an 
imaginary past in which men of 
experience look their willing 
victims to heaven and back. 

In fact, sox is probably the 
last thing on the dancer's mind. 
He may have bis chock pressed 
to hers hut he's not looking 
into her eves: he's concentrat- 
ing on his feet. .And who can 
blame him? Encased in dove 
grey suede lace-ups he feels the 
way across (he floor with the 
grace and purpose of a cal. 
Twinkling toes slice danger- 
ously back and forth and the 
couple's four legs entwine They 
conclude with her legs wrapped 
around his hips while she 
mimes stroking his hair (a nec- 
essary fiction if you don't want 
a handful or hriUiantine), 

It's exhilarating stuff hut 
Uingo's appeal doesn't lie solely 
with the steps. Pan of its glam- 
our springs from its home turf. 
Some countries are sexy, some 
aren't. Britain hasn't imported 
a German dance fur 150 years, 
but Argentina abounds with 
romance. Free from the pon- 
choed picaresque of Peru or 
Ecuador, Buenos Aires con- 
jures an image of exotic sophis- 
tication tainted with sleaze. 

Almost all of the big dance 
crazes to hit Britain this century 
from rumba to raacarena have 
been Latin .American in origin. 
Latin dances have a seductive 
rhythm, and although you may 
need to lake lessons to master 
the steps, there's nothing sissy 
about them. 

Thngo is a macho dance and 
the older the man, the better 
it gets. The men in tango com- 
panies are often handsome old 
lounge lizards rather than 
snake-hipped lolharios. They 
prove conclusively that you 
don't have to be skinny to be 
lithe. Men in the audience find 
this sexy (particularly mature 
men) and women happily con- 
fuse their ability to negotiate a 
crowded dance floor by sheer 
force of personality with the 
ability to perform to a high 
standard elsewhere. 

The big difference between 
sex and the tango is that you 
can (in ttaeoiy) have sex with 
anybody. Tango only works 
between practised individuals 
who understand each others 
preferences and know exactly 
what they're doing. No wonder 
. some people seem to prefer iL 


Mr Christopher visits the dark continent 


A merican Secretaries of 
Stale have a habit of com- 
ing a cropper over Africa. 
A typical example of the genre 
took place in 1969, _ when 
Richard Nixon sent hxs then 
Secretary of State, William 
Rodgers, to Ghana for a visit 
arranged with an eye on cover- 
age by the US media. The tour 
provided a source of innocent 
merriment to Ghanaians, when 
during his speech at a gala 
reception, America's number 

one diplomat referred to the 

a Ghanaian Prime Minister, the 

Dr Kofi Busia, as Dr 

i A few years- later, the 
redoubtable Henry Kissinger, 
triumphal over his feats m the 
Far East, thought he would 
take a Tarzan-wpe swing across 
Africa and add a solution of the 
Rhodesian problem to the ln> 
phies marking his “world 

accomplishments. 

He. too, came new to tne 
continent, and therefore knew 
little of the prickly tempera- 
ment of its leaders. So having 
initially excluded Ghana from 
his list of countries, he thought 
he could hastily P enc ^ lt 
when one of those on his list 
dropped out. The US Amtas] 
sadcSfo Ghana happened lio be 
the famous former child 

Under orders from 

she used hcr Cons^eraWe 
TSarms to get the Gh:nunan 
. Foreign Ministry to invite 

^BoMhe country's military 
ruler of the lime, General 
Ignatius Acheampong. was later 



• US ■ 

Secretaries of 
State rarely 
visit Africa, 
and Warren 
Christopher’s 
trip typified 
the attitudes 
they bring , 
with them 

By 

Cameron 

Duodu 


rised of the feet that Ghana, 
ie Mother Of African Inde- 
had only got on to 
:'s itinerary as a “sec- 
ond best”. Acheampong bris- 
tled. and while the US Secret 
Service was busy turning several 
suites of Accra’s Continental 
Hotel into a miniature “war 
room” for Kissinger, Acheam- 
pong issued a terse press state- 
ment, giving what must go down 
in History as perhaps the most 
bizarre excuse ever given by one 
ffaT^gman for not being able to 
see another. Acheampong 
claimed be had developed “a 
boil on his bottom*, and con- 
sequently had been ordered to 
his bed by his doctor. 

I was reminded of these 
vignettes of America’s rela- 
tions with Africa. by the five- 
nation tour that the -present 
Secretary of State, Warren 
Christopher, has just made to 
Africa. Christopher carried in - 
his pockets two very contro- 
versial proposals. The first sug- 
gested the establishment, with 
American financial assistance, 
of an “African Intervention- 
Fbrce’V-to be sent to areas of 
dv3 strife. His second idea was 
to canvass African support for 
the US campaign to prevent the 
United Nations Secretary-Gen- 
eral Mr Boutros Boutros- 
Ghali, from being elected to a 
.second term. 

Oh the fece of it the “African 
Intervention Force’’ idea is 
quite sound. If such aforce had 
existed in 1994, and bad been '• 
dispatched to Rwanda, it would 
doubtless have been able to 
save the lives of some of the. 


hundreds of thousands of Tiit- 
sis brutally slaughtered by 
Hutus. 

But why is the US exhibiting 
this concern for the lives of 
Africans new, when in 1994, it 
failed to provide the UN - 
which had troops in Rwanda - 
with thetackmg that could have 
enabled it to save the lives of 
the Ttitsis? And why isn’t the 
US providing adequate finan- 
cial assistance to support the 
West African Ecomog (eco- 
nomic community monitoring 
group) force sent to save lives 
m Liberia? 

In fact, the UN felt so weak 
in Rwanda that it actually with- 
drew the -bulk of its troops from 
Rwanda, just as the terrible 
genodde was beginning. The 
Blaine for this must be shared 
equally by the UN secretariat 
and the permanent members of 
the Security Council But the 
US must take the greater por- 
tion of the blame, fbr as the 
only acknowledged “super- 
power” leftfrom the Cold V&r, 
it ought to contribute most to 
the UN’s peacekeeping efforts, 

.Yet the X7$ has deliberately 
refused to pay its contributions 
to the UN. This creates the sus- 
picion that the US secretly 
resents the UN’s ever-increas- 
ing role, as the onfy “rival” to 
America's desire a status as 
moderator-m-chief of the hew 
global older. 

From this perspective, the 
US desire to remove Boutros- 
Ghali- from the UN also 
appears sinister. Has the Sec- 
• retaty-Genera] proved nuper- 
.vioris. to American “arm-twist- 


ing"? Surely Boutros-Ghali is 
hardly the first Secretary- Gen- 
eral to exhibit “personal fafl- 
iugs”? Why, only in the past 
week, the first-ever Secretary- 
General of the UN, the late 
Trygve Lie, was exposed by a 
Norwegian journalist as some- 
one who passed secret infor- 
mation to the founders of 
Israel. 

In any case, was it not insen- 
sitive for a US Secretaiy of 
State to go to Africa and urge 
Africans to ditch the first-ever 
African Secretaiy^General? No 
wonder Mr Christopher was 
rebuffed: on the African Inter- 
vention Fbrce, he was told by 
President Nelkm Mandela of 
South Africa: “If this initiative 

is to succeed," it must have cred- 
ibility. It must not come from 
one country. It should be the 
initiative of the United 
Nations.” 

But it was a minister from 
France - a country that is 
America's ally - who poured 
the most withering sarcasm 
upon Mr Christopher’s African 
safari. French opposition might, 
of course, be connected with 
the fact that France maintains 
troops in several African coun- 
tries and couldsee its influence 
wane if the American proposal 
for an African intervention 
forcer were adopted. 

France’s Minister for Co- 
operation, Jacques Godfrain, 
said: “Since Bill Clinton hasn't 
been to Africa once, since he 
didn’t even mention Africa in 
his speech before the UN Gen- 
eral Assembly, and since US 
foreign development aid has 


diminished by 15 per cent, I am 
delighted to see the President- 
showing interest in Africa and 
making it a priority three weeks 
before the [US] presidential 
elections." 

Washington was outraged. 
The State Department 
spokesman, Nicholas Bums, 
said Godfrain ’s comment was 
“a ludicrous charge" and 
“ought to be retracted." But 
Godfrain remained adamant. 

The "affair has developed into 
a row between Paris and Wash- 
ington over whether any foreign 
country can claim Africa as us 
“private domain”. To which 
Africans, who have lost so much 
through past foreign interven- 
tion, win surely retort: ‘A plague 
on both your houses!" 

Warren Christopher himself 
has reacted to the French jibes 
with restraint. In a speech in 
South Africa he said. “The time 
has passed when Africa could 
be carved up into spheres of 
influence, or when outside pow- 
ers could view whole groups of 
states as their private domain. 
Africa needs the support of its 
many friends, not the exclusive 
patronage of a few." 

Perhaps these fine senti- 
ments wm spur Mr Christopher 
to seek to strengthen the UN, 
through which both France and 
the US can contribute to the 
welfare of Africa without arous- 
ing suspicion. And surely it is 
impossible to imagine that the 
“cUehi state", semi-indepen- 
dent status that France has 
bestowed on its former colonies 
in Africa, can last into the next 
century. 


GET YOUR TEETH 
INTO IT 


ANDREW MARR says: “Prospect is a must." 
PEREGRINE WORSTHORNE: “The mind 
is enlivened as well as stretched." 

ANDREW SULUVAN: “The superb new monthly.' 
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PRI VATE LIVES 

MICHAEL IGNATIEFF ON WHY WE REJECT COMMUNITY 


In Prospect this month are essays by 
MICHAEL IGNATIEFF on the trouble with 
community, RW JOHNSON on white 
South Africans, MATT RIDLEY on siblings, 
a story by PATRICK SUSKIND and pieces by 
MARGARET DRABBLE and JOHN MADDOX 

Prospect 

Every issue is food for thought 

Available at WH Smith, John Menzies and good newsagents. 
Also online at htfo-y/www.prosped-rnagazine.co.uk 
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Professor Edith Penrose 


Few women have had as dis- 
tinguished a record as an econ- 
omist as Edith Penrose. She was 
influential in the affairs of many 
countries and provided many 
new ideas on management, 
patents and petroleum, as a 
writer, as a member of com- 
mittees and as a university 
professor. 

Her best known book. The 
Theory of the Growth of the 
Firm, published in 1959, 
brought her instant recogni- 
tion as a creative thinker, and 
its importance to the analysis of 
the job of management has 
been increasingly realised. Ear- 
lier, she had published in 1951 
a study of the economies of the 
international patents system. 
In 1 96S she produced a book on 
the international petroleum in- 
dustry . following it with a col- 
lection of essays in 1971. Her 
last book, written with her 



Penrose: creative economics 

husband, was on Iraq in 1978. 

Edith Tilton was bom in Los 
Angeles in 1914 and began her 
university education there, mar- 
rying in 1934 at the age of 19 the 
surveyor of Californian High- 
way No 1. David Denhardt, who 
died four years later, leaving her 


with a baby son fnow Professor 
of Chemistry of Rutgers Col- 
lege). Ey that time she had 
moved to Baltimore, to take her 
MA and PhD under the super- 
vision of Fritz Machlupat Johns 
Hopkins University, writing a 
thesis on the growth of the Her- 
cules Powder Company that 
formed the basis for her later 
work on the growth of the firm. 

At John Hopkins she met 
Ernest Penrose, who held a 
chair in Economics and whom 
she eventually married in 1944 
after working alongside him in 
Geneva and Toronto in the in- 
ternational Labour Office from 
1939 to 1941. She also accom- 
panied him to London where be 
was special adviser ro John 
Win ant. the US Ambassador, 
wink she was appointed Special 
Assistant to him. From her sec- 
ond marriage she had three sous 
and enjoyed 40 years of happy 


Berthold Goldschmidt 


When the 20th century doses 
and lists are drawn up of the fig- 
ures who distinguished it. the 
name of the composer and con- 
ductor Berthold Goldschmidt 
will rank high. But amazingly, 
after some early success in his 
native Germany, and his flight 
from Hitler to England in 1935, 
he endured more than half a 
century of semi-obscurity before 
achieving new recognition and 
finally, in his nineties, interna- 
tional fame. 

Bom and brought up in 
Hamburg, Goldschmidt was 
the second of the four children 
of Adolf Goldschmidt and his 
wife Henriette. Encouraged by 
them in his early musical am- 
bitions, he was soon aUending 
concerts and operas, and m 1922 
he began his studies at the 
Hochsomle fur Muak in Berlin, 
primarily as a member of Franz 
Schrekers composition class, 
but also as a conducting student 
of Rudolf KrasselL 

After obtaining his diplo- 
mas and winning the Mendels- 
sohn Prize with his Passacagiia 
for orchestra, be began his ca- 
reer in 1924 as a coach in the 
Dessau Opera House. Return- 
ing to Berlin in 1925, he found 
through Schreker an entree to 
the Berlin Philharmonic Or- 
chestra as a freelance celesta 
player in complicated modem 
works. Again as celesta player, 
he took part in the world pre- 
miere,. under Erich Kleiber, of 
Alban Berg's Wozzeck at the 
Staatsopcr in 1925. Soon after, 
Kleiber conducted the pre- 
miere of his Passacagiia. 

Goldschmidt's first important 
post was as Musical Advisor to 
Carl Ebert at the Landesthcater 
in Darmstadt, where he re- 
mained from 1927 until 1930, 
when Ebert brought him back 


to Berlin as his assistant at the 
City Opera (Stadtischer Opcr). 
Already before leaving Darm- 
sladu Goldschmidt had begun 
work on his early masterpiece 
Dergewahige Hahnrei, an opera 
based on Ferdinand Cromme- 
lynck's ploy Le Cocu magnifique. 
Meyerhokf s historic production 
for the Moscow Arts Theatre 
had made a great impression on 
tour in Germany and else- 
where, though the play was 
also aimmenoally successful, on 
account of its ‘'scandalous" sub- 
ject matter. (A London pro- 
duction in the 1930s memorably 
starred Pe ggy Ashcroft as the 
wife who is pushed into multi- 
ple infidelities by her mon- 
strous husband.) 

Der gewaUige Hahnrei was 
one of the last works by a Jew- 
ish composer to be staged in 
Germany before the Nazis 
came to power. After its suc- 
cessful premiere in Mannheim 
in 1932, Ebert announced a 
Berlin production for the 1933- 
34 season at the Staalsoper. But 
in fact the opera was not to be 
seen again for more than 60 
years: Harry Kupfer's 1994 stag- 
ing at Berlin's Komische Oper 
coincided with the release of 
Decca's recording of the work 
and was almost simultaneous 
with the world stage-premiere 
of Goldschmidt' s second and 
last opera, Beatrice Cenci - 
composed with an Arts Coun- 
cil prize, for the Festival of 
Britain in 1951, to a libretto 
adapted from Shelley by Mar- 
tin Esslin. 

It was not easy for Gold- 
schmidt to establish a foothold 
in the British musical world af- 
ter his arrival in 1935. At first 
he eked out a living by teach- 
ing and coaching. However, a 
commission from Kjurt Jooss for 



married life before Pen's death 
in 1984. 

She had returned with her 
husband to Johns Hopkins in 
1950 and was based there for 
the nest 10 years. But after a 
campaign they conducted in 
support of Owes Lattimore, a 
professor accused of un-Amer- 
ican activities, they fell foul of 
McCarthy and were more or 
less cxDed, first to Australian 
National University in Can- 
berra in 1955-56 on a Guggen- 
heim fellowship, and then to 
Baghdad University in 1957-59. 
Thereafter they came to Lon- 
don in 1960 where she spent 
most of the next two decades. 

Ar first she divided her time 
between the London School of 
Economics and the School of 
Oriental and African Studies, 
until m 1964 she accepted an ap- 
pointment at SOAS as Profes- 
sor of Economics with special 


reference to Asia, which die 
held until 1978 with interrup- 
tions to go to Dar es Salaam m 
1971-72 and Toronto in l973.In 
due course she formed other at- 
tachments to British universi- 
ties: to what became Templeton 
College, Oxford, from 1982 to 
1985 and to Bradford Univer- 
sity from 1989 to 1992. Some- 
how she managed to squeeze in 
seven years at 1NSEAD (Insti- 
tut Euixvpgen cP Administration 

des Affaires) in Fontainebleau 
between 1977-84, serving as 
Associate Dean in her last two 
years. Ey that time she was mov- 
ing over more and more into 
management education. 

These academic apppoint- 
ments were combined with 
many -other activities. She was 
a member of the Sainsbury 
Committee on the phannacu- 
ticai industry from 1965 to 1967 
and the Medicines Cnrmntesinn 


Goldschmidt rehearsing Mahler's 10th Symphony with the Pldlarmonic 
Orchestra, London, i960 * Photograph: Lebrecht Collection 


a score for his anti-fascist bal- 
let Chronica proved highly op- 
portune in 1938. Although the 
ballet had to be staged in a 
diplomatically censored form, ft 
was successfully toured in 
Britain and in the Americas 
shortly before the outbreak of 
the Second World War. 

During the war years Gold- 
schmidt had little inducement 
to compose, and was latterly 
largely occupied with his work 
for the BBC World Service at 
Bush House - where his friend- 
ship and collaboration with 
Martin Esslin began. His main 
task was to arrange and some- 
times to conduct broadcasts to 
Germany of concerts which 
featured, among other things, 
music by such “forbidde □ ” mas- 
ters as Mendlessohn. 

One of his earliest hopes in 
England had been to work with 
Carl Ebert at the newly estab- 
lished Glyndeboume Opera. 
But these were soon dashed, for 
Ebert and his colleagues had al- 
ready engaged as many refugees 
from Germany as current 
labour regulations allowed. In 
1947, however. Goldschmidt 
received an eleventh-hour in- 
vitation to replace George Szell 
as conductor of Ebert’s Glyn- 
debourne production of Verdi’s 
Macbeth at the first Edinburgh 
International Festival. The crit- 
ics were enthusiastic, although 
in several cases they were still 
under the impression that the 
conductor had been Szell. 

Despite this ‘•successful" 
British debut as opera conduc- 
tor, Goldschmidt’s talents in this 
field were exploited only by the 
BBC Nevertheless his reputa- 
tion had been made in Scotland, 
and led to a long-lived guest- 
eonductoiship with the BBC 
Scottish Symphony Orchestra - 
which ended when Goldschmidt 
reached 60. 

By then the musical ethos of 
the BBC had been radically 
changed. Goldschmidt’s three 
large-scale concertos of the 
1950s - respectively for violin, 
clarinet, and ce Do - had all been 
given their premieres in BBC 
studios. But their musical lan- 
guage which owed more to the 
classicism of Busoni and per- 
haps of Hindemith than Lo the 
eclectic lushness and romantic 
expressionism of his teacher 
Schreker. was ill-suited to the 
modernist criteria which pre- 
vailed in a period already dom- 
inated by the influence of 
Boulez, Stockhausen, and 
Nono. With the appointment in 
1960 of William Glock as the 



GoMsdunMf s music mingles c la ssic al and modem elements. Drawing by Zsuzsi Roboz, 1993 


BBC’s Controller, Music, a new 
era had begun. 

Though keenly interested in 
all new developments, Gold- 
schmidt remained funda- 
mentally unsympathetic to 
Schoenberg and Wdbem, and lo 
their post-war advocates in the 
so-called Darmstadt school. 
Feeling himself out of joint with 
the musical times, he had al- 
lowed his Mediterranean Songs 
of 1958 to acquire the charac- 
ter of a farewell to composition: 
for nearly a quarter of a centu- 
ry he fell silent and did not re- 
sume composing until the time 
once again seemed to be ripe. 

However, he was by no means 
without support in the BBC of 
the 1960s. Among his closest 
friends and associates there 
were the composer Robert 
Simpson and the musicologist 


Detyck Cooke. Recalling Gold- 
schmidt's pioneering perfor- 
mances of Mahler in the 1950s 
Cooke had turned to him for 
advice while working on his re- 
construction of Mahler’s un- 
completed Tenth Symphony, and 
it was Goldschmidt who con- 
ducted the first performances of 
the Cooke version, both in Eng- 
land and in Germany. 

At the age of 80, Gold- 
schmidt returned to composi- 
tion, ostensibly in response to 
an invitation to compose a 
quartet for the clarinettist Ger- 
vase de Peyer and three mem- 
bers of the Amadeus Quartet. 
In feet the quartet was his first 
response to a sense that the mu- 
sical climate had changed once 
again and that there were new 
and young audiences for tris mu- 
sic both in Europe and the US. 


There followed a steady flow 
of compositions, in which the 
mingling of classical and mod- 
em elements which had been 
characteristic of his music since 
the 1920s is developed with new 
energy and originalny. The years 
of silence had seemed tragic for 
their waste, but in truth they had 
not been wasted. For the 
BrnboldGoldsdunidtofthelast 
years had lost none of his youth- 
ful vigour and humour, but had 
found a place for himself in the 
musical world that even his 
greatet admirers would once 
have found almost unimaginable. 

jofan Calder 

Berthold Goldschmidt, compos- 
er and conductor, bom Hamburg 

18 January 1903; married 1936 
Karen Bathe ( died 1979); died 
London 17 October 1996. 


in 1975-78, and joined a com- 
mittee on Chemical Research 
Ethics set up by the Royal Col- 
lege of General Practitioners. 
She also served on a variety of 
associations of economists, 
chairing the Econ omic Com- 
mittee of the SSRC/ESRC from 
1970 to 1976, as Governor of die 
National Institute from 1974, on 
the Council of the Royal Eco- 
nomic Society from 1975 to 
1980, a Director of the Com- 
monwealth Development Cor- 
poration from 1975 to 1978 
and a member of the Overseas 
Development Institute from 
1992 to 1994. She received 
many honours, including hon- 
orary doctorates from the Uni- 
versities of Upsala and Helsinki 
and an award in 1986 from the 
British Association of Energy 
Economists for her many dis- 
lished contributions, 
few years ago, she joined 


forces with me In trying to per- 
suade the European Court of 
Justice to refrain from using 


was particularly uwair 
the Japanese had helped to es- 
tablish the industry in Europe. 
But the judges were unmoved 
by her arguments, leaving us 
convinced that they had vciv 
odd ideas of what constituted 
dumping. 

Edith Penrose was petite, 
good-looking and very femi- 
nine. She had a balanced and at- 
tractive personality and spoke 
dearly and authoritatively. She 
was a popular member of 
Robert Macro's Oxford Encigy 
Policy Group from its foundation 
20 years ago, the only woman 
present among the tycoons from 
the oil industry. What she had 


to sav was w wrtb 

neat attention and itesenww 
so She was always well- 
informed. sensible and pene- 
trating in her judgements ntw 
kind in her expression of them. \ % 
Alec Ca Uncross 

Edith Tilton economist: bum I sn 
4 ngelcs 29 Ntnvtnhvr 1914:. As- f 
soeiate 

University of Bagfidwi 
Reader in Economics. I Ah and 
SOAS. London Vruversuy 1960- 
64' Professor of Fcuntuntcs, 
SOAS 1964-78 {Emeritus*. 
Head, Department of Ecvnam- 
ics!9M’ 79; Professor, IMtAP 
1977-84 (Emeritus). .Associate 
Dean for Research and Dcivl- 
opment 1982-84; mamcdW.U 
DmidDetiluirJt (died /'WW 

son), 1944 Ernest IKwmsC Ulit'a 
1984: raw sons and one sun tie ■ 
ceased); efirif Hii/crbtwh. Cam- 
bridgeshire ll October l ,J 90. 


David Gilroy Bevan 


The first word that comes to 
mind when one thinks of David 
Gilroy Bevan is boisterous. 
That is in no way to suggest that 
he was a roisterer, he was. in 
feet, a teetotaller. But he was a 
m.in who campaigned in the 
General Election of 1979 in a 
red bus, followed by a fire en- 
gine which, he said, was to car- 
ry away bodies unboned by 
local authorities during Lord 
Callaghan’s winter of discontent 
in 1978, and who went on to win 

the supposedly safe Labour 
seat of Birmingham, Yardley 
with a majority of over 2^)00 in 

a general election year in which 
most opinion polls predicted a 
Conservative defeat 

Gilroy Bevan began his po- 
litical career at a tender age: he 

was only 14 when he went can- 
vassing his neighbours in the 
Conservative interest Over the 
years, he acquired a quite ex- 
ceptional knowledge of how 
local authorities worked (he 
served on Birmingham City 
Council and later the West 
Midlands County Council from 
1959 to 1981); and it was this 
knowledge that he put to good 
use in winning Yardley. His 
achievement can be compared 
to that of Charles Morrison, 
who - totally against the then 
odds - won Devizes for the 
Ibries in 1963 and Teddy (now 
Sir Teddy) Taylor who served as 
MP for the same party in the 
working-class constituency of 
Glasgow from 1964 lo 1979. 
when the seat was so radically 
altered by the Boundaries 
Commission that even a hero- 
ically active candidate could 
not hold it. 

One of the great things about 
Gilroy Bevan was how much he 
enjoyed the mundane, and of- 
ten simply boring, business of 
local government. Hie combi- 
nation of flamboyance and as- 
siduity in his character appealed 
mightily to his constituents: in 
1983 he even won applause 
from them by declaring that the 
only thing he had against Yard- 
ley was the feet that it lacked a 
yacht basin. 

It was, alas for him. the exu- 
berance of his nature which de- 
nied him governmental office. 
Whips - and ministers or shad- 
ow ministers - are invariably 
consulted on appointments. 
William White] aw considered 
Gilroy Bevan not reliable 
enough even to enjoy the plea- 
sures and pains of being a Par- 
liamentary Private Secretary - 
the lowest form of governmen- 
tal life; he was justtoo difficult. 


Whenever his party - quite 
understandably _ - wanted to g' 
fudge an issue. Gilroy Bevan op* 4j' 
posed them. He supported cap- 
ital punishment m l , 
opposed sanctions on the old 
South Africa throughout us 
existence, and managed la 
hold Yardlev until his defeat in 
1992. * , 

But he had a life outside pol- 
itics. Bom bS yean. ago. the son 
of on evangelical minister and 
his equally religiously unvnm- 



Bevan; boisterous 

Photograph: News Team V • 

promising wife, David Gilroy 
Bevan (like Antony Cnwktnd in 
the Labour Party) went on to 
defv the austere instincts of his 
parents. He made a fortune as 
an estate agent in Birming- 
ham, and purchased a yacht and 
a house in Spain. 

But all the while, he was 
known for his combination of 
indulgence, eccentricity and 
decency. The yacht was an in- 
dulgence; his support of a char- 
ily devoted to giving teddy 
bears lo deprived children (in- 
cluding two bears given from his 
own substantial collection); and 
his essential - if somewhat de- 
rided - support of the “Keep 
Sunday Special" campaign all 
testified to the essential honour 
of the man's character. 

David Gilroy Bevan sal, for 
a while, on the Select House of 
Commons Committee on 
Transport. But I will lay odds 
that he never took money for 
asking a question. To adapt a 
phrase. “ By their words shall ye^ ‘ 
know them". V 

Patrick Cosgrave 

Andrew David Gilroy Bevan. es- 
tate agent and politician : bom 10 
April 1928 : MP (Consen-ath-e) 
for Bhmbtgiiam. Yardley 1979-92; 
married 1967 Cynthia Ann Hi- 
tters Bo uls fridge (one son, three 
daughters); died 12 October 
1996. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 

4 

BIRTHS 

McWALTERS: On 2 October ai 
Lewisham Hospital. London, lo Mm? 
( net- Coloc) and Turn, a son. Call urn 
Thomas, a brother lor Fergus. Many 
thanks to midwife She Ha and all wrll 
wishes. 

DEATHS 

GOLDSCHMIDT: Benbold. on l?Oc- 
ti+wr. peacefully in his sleep at borne, 
aged V.V In accordance with his 
wishes the cremation will be private. 
Please no flowers or cards. A memo- 
rial concert wiD take plow in 1 997 to 
celebrate his life and bis music. 

TOPPLNG: On IT October 199ft, the 
Rev Dom Christopher Tupping, aged 
556 years, monk of Arapkforth Abbey. 
Requiem Mass Monday 21 October. 
Ample fort h Abbey at 12 noon. 

For Gazette BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & 

DEATHS, please telephone 0171-293 

2011 or filS to 0171-293 2010. Charges 

ore £&50 a line I VAT extra I. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

TOMORROW: The Dolts of Edinburgh- 
President. World Wide Fund for Nature - 
WWF InlentalKHul. begins a 5 ddj visit 
to Germany and "31 attend the WWF .An- 
nual Confervnee in Berlin Tbs Prince uf 
Woks, President, Water Aid, hosts a re- 
ception at Balmoral Castle. 

Changing 1 of the Guard 

TODAT; The Household Cavalry Mount- 
ml Regiment mounts the Queen's We 
Guard j( Hone Guards. 1 Jam: 1st Bat- 
talion The Royal Regiment uf Wales 
mourns the Queen s Guard, at Bucking- 
ham Palace. II _Vbm.band provided by the 
Sew* Guards. TOMORROW: The House- 
hold Cavalry Mounted Regiment mounts 
the Ouecn's life Guard at Horse Guards. 
Ham. 


Birthdays 

TODAY: Mr Jack Anderson, news- 
paper columnist, 74: Sir Leslie Bore- 
ham. former High Court judge, 78; 
Professor Sir Robert Boyd, physicist, 
74; Mr Matthew Carrington MP, 49: 
Dr David Clark MR 57; Mr David 
Cornwell (John Le CamS), novelist, 
65; Sir John Cullen, former chairman. 
Health and Safety Commission, 70; 
Mi John Evans MP, 66; Professor 
Richard Freeborn, Emeritus Pro- 
fessor of Russian Literature at Lon- 
don University, 70: The Very Rev 
David Frayne, Provost of Black- 
burn, 62; Mr Bernard Hepton, actor, 
71; Mr Gavin Hewitt, Ambassador 
to Croatia, 52; Dr Robin Holloway, 
composer and Lecturer in Music. 
Cambridge University. 53; Mr Paul 
Hnlrner, former ambassador to Ro- 
mania, 73; Sir Robert Jennings. QC, 
former president. International 
Conn of Justice, S3; Miss Rosamund 
John, actress, S3; Mr Graham Lock, 
former chief executive, Amalgamat- 
ed Metal, 65; Mr Bill Morris, trade- 
union leader, SS; Miss Mavis 
Nicholson, broadcaster, 6b; Admiral 
of the Fleet Sir Michael PbDock. SO; 
Sir Allan Ramsay, former ambas- 
sador to Morocco, 59; Air Chief Mar- 
shal Sir Anthony Sking&ley. former 
Deputy Commander in Chief, Allied 
Forces Central Europe, 63; Sir 
Harold Walker, former ambassador 
to Iraq, 64; Major Sir Patrick Will, 
farmer MP, 80; Mr Peter Whiston, ar- 
chitect. 84. 

TOMORROW; Sir James Ackers, 
former chairman. West Midlands 
Regional Health Authority, 61; Mr 
Hume Boggis-Rolfe, barrister and 
farmer, 85; Sir Edwin Holland, for- 
mer diplomat, 74; Mr Art Bucfcwald, 
newspaper columnist, 71: Mr Chris 
Cowdrey, cricketer, 39; Professor Sir 
Bernard Cross! and, mechanical en- 
gineer, 73; Mr Lawrence Daly, for- 
mer trade-union leader. 72; The 
Right Rev Joseph Gray, Roman 
Catholic bishop of Shrewsbury, 77; 


Mr AJ Greenwood, rock musician, 45; 
Professor Sir Douglas Hague, chair- 
man, Oxford Strategy Network, 70; 
The Rev James Harkness, Modera- 
tor of the Church of Scotland, 61; Mr 
Colin Jeavons, actor, 67; Mr Eddie 
Macken, showjumper, 47; Judge 
Deirdre McKinney, circuit judge, 68: 
Mr John MQnc Home, former Lord- 
Lieutenant. Dumfries and Galkrway, 
SO: Lord Montagu of Beaulieu, 
founder. National Motor Museum, 
70: Mr Tom Petty, guitarist and 
singer. 43; Sir Anthony Reeve, for- 
mer ambassador to South Africa, 58; 
Mr Ian Rush, footballer, 35; Profes- 
sor Samuel Saul, former Vice-Chan- 
cellor of York University, 72; Sir 
William Shapland, chartered ac- 
oounram,S4; Sir Alexander Stirling, 
former diplomat, 70; The Hon 
Emma Tennant, writer. 59; Mr Tim- 
othy West, actor, 62. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Alfred Dreyfus army officer, 
1859; Auguste-Marie Louis-Nicolas 
Lumiere, photographic pioneer, 
1862 Deaths; Jonathan Swift, author, 
sadrist and clergyman, 1745; George 
Mortimer Pullman, sleeping-car 
manufacturer. 1897; Ernest, first 
Baron Rutherford of Nelson, physi- 
cist, 1937. On this day: Napoleon be- 
gan his retreat from Moscow, 1812; 
Wagner's opera Tannha user was Gist 
performed, Dresden. 1345; the Peo- 
ple's Republic of C hina was pro- 
claimed, 1949; President Samora 
Machel of Mozambique and about 
30 of his staff were killed in the plane 
crash on the South African border, 
1986. Today is the Feast Day of St 
Aquflinus of Evreui, St Charles Gar- 
nier, St Cleopatra, St Ethbin, St 
Frideswide, Si Gabriel Lalemant, 
Saints Jean Brcbcuf and Isaac 
Jogues, St John of Ulande, St Noel 
Claband. Si Paul oF the Cress, St 
tcr of Alcantara. St Philip Howard. 
Saints Ptolemaeus and Lucius St 
Rene Goupil and St \hrus. 


TO MORROW Births: Sir Christo- 
pher Wren, mathematician and ar- 
chitect, 1632; Odilon Redon, painter 
and lithographer, 1840; Jean- Nico- 
las Arthur Rimbaud, poet 1S54; 
Charles Edward Ives, composer. 
1874; Anna Neagle (Marjorie Rob- 
ertson), actress, 1904. Deaths: Jacopo 
della Quercia, sculptor, 1438; Sir 
Richard Francis Barton, explorer and 
Arabic scholar, 1S90; Jack Buchanan, 
actor and singer, 1957; Bud Flana- 
gan (Robert Winthrop), “Crazy 
Gang" comedian, I96S; Sir Jobs An- 
thony Quayle. actor. 1989. Ob this 
day: the Sunday Timer was first pub- 
lished, 1822; in Italy, Benito Mus- 
solini, Fhsdst leader, seized power, 
1922; Aristotle Onnssis married 
Jacqueline Kennedy, 1968; fee Syd- 
ney Opera House was opened to the 
public. 1973. Tomorrow is the Feast 
Day a f St Acca. Si Andrew iht- Caty- 
biie of Crete, St Artemius, St BcrtiDa 
Boscatxlin and St Caprasius of Agen. 

Lectures 

TODAY 

British Museum: Loma Oakes, “As- 
syrian Art”, 1.15pm. 

National Gallery: Mari Griffith, 
“Wine fiv): Ter Bmgghen The Con- 
cert ”, 12 noon. 

TOMORROW 

Tfete Gallery: Roderick Swans ton, 
"Music and the Grand Tour", 
230pm. 

Dr Kevin Keohane 

A memorial celebration for the life 
of Dr Kevin Keohane wiD be held at 
St George's Roman Catholic Cathe- 
dral, Southwark, on Friday 8 No- 
vember at Ham. Friends and 

colleagues win be welcome and feose 

wishing to attend should, if they have 
not already done so, contact Mis 
IS. Hall. The Nuffield Foundation, 
28 Bedford Square. London WC1B 
3EG (0171 631 Q566). 


Consecrated virgins on the Internet 


I was speaking at recent conference on 
church conunmunications, which put me 
in a difficult position, since I could not 
work out how to heckle myself, and don’t 
know many other ways to interact wfth au- 
thority. The audjeoce were for the most 
part worried men. whose lives were com- 
plicated because bishops wouldn't talk to 
them, and journalists would, if only to ask 
for access to their bishops. There were a 
couple of Catholics, delicately smug, for 
everyone knows that their bishops are so 
exhausted by their ceaseless conversations 
with God that they have nothing of interest 
to say for the secular media. But for the 
most part, the audience were Anglican 
priests, worrying about how to do an un- 
usually impossible job, for a change. 

One of the things that worried them was 
the In terneL There is a natural affinity be- 
tween the clergy and personal computers. 
Priests are for the most part intelligent, 
educated, and with small businesses to run: 
a parish may not make any money, but it 
needs as much organisation as anything 
more profitable. They are also, often, lone- 
ly: isolated by their status, their beliefs, or 
their education. So they tend to play 
around a lot on the Interact, once they 
have discovered iL As a means for infor- 
mal internal communication, this is fine. 
I listen in myself on a couple of discus- 
sion groups and learn surprising things. 

The question is whether the Church can 
make any more constructive use of the net, 
and how this will change the churches that 
do so. Just as priests are in the market for 
computers because they run small enter- 
prises, so churches may be flattened by the 
new technology because they are aQ, 
even the Church of England, at some lev- 
el organisations. Every other organisation 



reason 


What effect win computers 
and the Internet have on the 
Church? Andrew Brown is 
intrigued and concerned by the 
possibilities - and the range of 
theological information online. 


into which computers has come has re- 
acted by sacking more people than any- 
one could have imagined ten years before 
the computers arrived. Yet it may be that 
churches wfl] be among the organisations 
least damaged by tins kind of thing. A com- 
pany which has been ripped apart by men 
with spreadsheets is much more like a vol- 
untary association than an institution 
with pension fends and so forth, and most 
churches have reached that state already. 
Even media companies pay better at the 
bottom of the scale than churches do. Hie 
last sizeable church bureaucracies that are 
still run as companies were before com- 
puters arrived are at the World Council 
of Churches and and the headquarters of 
the Episcopal Church of the USA; and 
both arc feeing terrible staff cuts anyway. 

So the churches may well be spared 
much of the impact that computer net- 
works will have on society outside them, 
though of course they must deal with the 

consequences. What remains is the impact 

that the Internet will have on the spread 

of ideas. Some of the technology is already 


having startling consequences. West cot l 
House, a theological college in Cambridge, 
runs an e-mail service for” enquirers about 
theology. Students, faculty, and even the 
bishop bave ail helped to answer serious 
enquiries seriously in a way which no oth- 
er medium could make half as easy. 
Then there are sites which will find you 
bible quotations in six different English 
translations and four foreign languages. 

The Roman Catholic church has been 
particularly good at publishing its docu- 
ments online. Needing to find out about 
consecrated virgins in a hum-. 1 was able 
to find and read the text of a letter on this 
improving subject from Pope Pius XII 
within five minutes of starting a search. 
Such tightly focused discussions are not 
to be confused with the insane nimbi fees 
of the Usenet discussions haunted by il- 
literate students from around the world. 
Sturgeon's law, that W per cent of cverv- 
tmng s crap, undergoes a strange muta- 
tion m the multidimensionaliiv of 
cyberspace, so that out there, 999 per cent 
of evciything is. 

AH this sounds wonderful. It empow- 
ers consumers of religion as it empowers 
consumers of everything else. It puls 
them al into a global markeL I can order 
mv books from Amazon.com in Seattle. 

I not «rder my theology from 
■ ^ Library? The prohlem 

is that "consuming" religion Is uoi what 
the religious are supposed lo do. To 
adapt to your market is to adapt lo litis 
world, perhaps fatally. 

. P n < - 1®* 1 point. It may seem an impo- 
sttion to devote an entire article to God 
and the Internet, but at feast \ got all the 
way to the end without using the word 
“gay”. 
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Unichem launches fresh £657m offer for chemists chain as the OFT moves to end price fixing on over-the-counter medicines 

Bid battle for nbg^rhood . J Pharmacies will 

Lloyds resumes 1 tte hg teers 


|^d«treport: Trading in the shadow of 1987 25 
Unit Trusts a 

Money pages in the Long Weekend 
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HOW THE 
NEIGHBOURHOOD 
CHEMIST IS BEING 
SQUEEZED OUT 


i to 

m 


Nfeei Cope 

The bid battle for Lloyds 
Chemists sparked into life again 
yesterday when UniChem re- 
newed its 505 Jp per share of- 
fer valuing Lloyds at £657m; 
UniChem made its move mo- 
ments after the Department of 
Trade and Industry said it was 
satisfied with undertakings giv- 
en by UniChem and rival bid- 
der Gehe to make the required 
disposals of warehouses in the 
event of a successful takeover. 

Gehe, the German pharma- 
ceuticals group, said it was 
‘'evaluating" its position but 
was still interested in Lloyds. Di- 
eter Kammerer, chairman of 
Gehe s management board 
said: "We believe that 
UniChem would face significant 
risks in acquiring Lloyds 
Chemists given the relative size 
of the companies." 

Lloyds Chemists board ad- 
vised its shareholders to “take 
no action’' on UniChem's offer. 
It said it noted Gehe's contin- 
uing interest. Lloyds Chemist 
shares increased by 17.5p to 
521 .5p, comfortably above 


Virgin to 
offer low 
charge 
pension 


Sjhlt^hginLHrect.panofthe airline 
cola empire .owned by 
Richard Branson, yesterday ex- 
tended its move into financial 
services with the launch of a new 
persona] pension which the 
company claimed was among 
the. cheapest in . the market. 

The Vngjn personal penswn, 
which will be sold oner the tele-, 
phone, .will impose a charge of 
£2 on initial contributions, irre- 
spective of their size. Annual 
managementfeesare 1 percent 
Unlike pensions products 
from other life companies, Vir- 
gin said that it will impose no 
penalties far stopping, changing, 
restarting, increasing or de- 
creasing contributions. 

For monthly contributions of 
£250 lasting 15 years, the com- 
pany claimed its charges to new 
customers would be about 10 per 
cent over the pension’s lifetime, 
assuming 9 per cent growth a 
year, equal to Equitable Life. 

By contrast; Prudential's 
charges would cost 34 per cent 
^ of a pension’s payout and Bar- 
■df* vf - clays Life would charge 18 per 
cent over the same period. 

Rowan Gormley, m a nag ing 
director of the Virgin Direct in- 
surance business, said the com- 
pany aimed to force the pensions 
industry out of its “complacen- 
cy” with the new product. 

“The impact wifi probably be 
quite disproportionate com- 
pared to the volumes we do. be- 
cause existing- products are 
opaque and charges are too 
high.” he said. - 
“Now someone has set a stan- 
dard for simple, straightfor- 
ward low charges, there will be 
pressure to stand up to that” 
But other companies claimed 
yesterday that Virgin’s product^ 
which invests in the same FTSE 
All Share tracker fund as its 
Growth PEP. could miss out of 
potential gains from world stock 

markets. • . . . 

Nigel Emery, pensions mar- 
keting director at Save & Pros- 
per. said: ‘Active management 
allows fund managers to choose- 
which areas of both UK and 
U . world stock markets to invest in. 
1 df If- the UK does less well com- 
. f pared with other parts of the 
i world, this will affect fund 
performance." . 



UniChem’s offer price. 
UoiChem shares fen 9p to 249p. 

The re-opening of the 10 
month bid saga was given added 
significance by the govern- 
ment’s move to end price con- 
trols on over-the-counter 
medicines following a lo ng run- 
ning campaign by Asda. 
UniCbem shrugged off sugges- 
tions that the possible end of 
price fixing would harm its re- 
tail business which operates 
under the Moss Chemists name. 
It said 88 per cent of its busi- 
ness is prescription medicines 
which are unaffected by the an- 
nouncement. Only 3 percent of 
its remaining sales are over-the- 
counter medicines. 

. UniChem's offer is almost 
identical to its revised bid which 
lapsed in March. It is offering 
16 new UniChem shares and 
926p in cash for every 10 Lloyds 
Chemists shares held. The dif- 
ference is that there is no un- 
derwritten cash alternative and 
no special dividend. UniChem 
already owns 9.9 per cent of 
Lloyds Chemists. 

Gehe still has 21 days to 
submit a revised offer. Though 


Gehe has said Lloyds is now 
worth less due to the recent 
poor trading performance - h 
announced a 15 per cent prof- 
its drop to £47m last week - an- 
alysts said UniCbem s move 
may force it to bid higher. 

Gehe criticised UniChem’s 
offer saying it ignored the fall 
in profits. It said the deal would 
dilute earnings in the first year 
and that reorganisation costs 
would be higher than original- 
ly forecast. 

Justifying the renewed offer, 
UniChem's chief executive Jef- 
frey Harris said: “The core 
business of Lloyds Chemists is 
as valuable to us as It Iras ever 
been. 1 am confident that we can 
deliver what we have promised 
including earnings enhance- 
ment after the first year.” 

The reorganisation costs -es- 
timated at £34m - are largely 
due to dosing Lloyds under-per- 
forming drugstore chain. Mr 
Harris said cost savings would 
be achieved through increased 
buying power, rationalisation of 
the distribution network and re- 
duction of central overheads. 
These savings would contribute 
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CHEMIST STORE 
NUMBERS 

Summer 1996 

Over 50 stares 
' Boots 1228 

Lloyds 924 

E Moss 481 

(Unichem) 

HBIs Pharmacy 357 

(Gehe) 

NCC 225 

Tesco 170 

Other Co-ops 141 

Safeway B9 

Asda B4 

L Rowland 62 

JSainsbuty 56 . 

Superdrug 92 

Under 5 stores 7992 


Source: Company Wormafcon, 
Venflct Analysis 


more than £l5m towards oper- 
ating profits in the first year af- 
ter the takeover and £20m a 
year after that. 

UniChexn made its original 


£650m offer for Lloyds in Jan- 
uary. Gehe made a similar of- 
fer the following month. Both 
subsequently raised their offers 
but they lapsed in March when 


they were referred to the Mo- 
nopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission. Both rides bad to agree 
to sell seven wholesale ware- 
houses. 


Nigel Cope 

The City yesterday shrugged off 
news that the Office of Fair 
Trading is to take steps to end 
resale price maintenance on 
over-the-counter medicines, 
saying the impact on the major 
pharmacy groups would he lim- 
ited. Analysts said the end of 
price fixing would benefit the 
major pharmacy chains such as 
Boors, Britain's largest chemist, 
which would be able to use their 
economies of scale to cm prices 
and drive volumes higher. 

Supermarkets such as Asda, 
which led the campaign for 
cheaper medicines, should also 
benefit. Asda claimed the OFT 
decision was a “victory for or- 
dinary working people”. It also 
represents a personal triumph 
for Archie Norman. Asda's 
chairman, who started the cam- 
paign a year ago. He is now the 
prospective Conservative can- 
didate for Tunbridge Wells. 

The real loser of the OFT's 
decision is expected to be the 
smaller pharmacies, which are 
already losing much of their reg- 
ular toiletries business to the 
major supermarkets. Manufac- 
turers and wholesalers will also 
find their margins squeezed. 

However, it is by no means 


certain that the OFT decision 
will lead to a change in the law. 
The issue must first he re- 
viewed by the Restrictive Prac- 
tices Court. The Community 
Pharmacy Action Group, which 
represents smaller chemists. is 
certain to campaign for Gov- 
ernment intervention. 

Bools shares fell S.5p to 
b38.5p on the news while King- 
fisher. owner of the Superdiug 
chain, only Ten a penny to ii54J»p. 

Sean Eddie, of NalWest 
Markets, said the impact on the 
market was unlikely to be sig- 
nificant. He said that since the 
collapse of the Net Book 
Agreement last year, only 4 per 
cent of books were being dis- 
counted. “WH Smith' has 
gained market share in boobs 
since the Net Book Agreement 
collapsed.” he said. “Boots 
should he able to do the same. 
It is the corner shop, which re- 
lies on convenience trade on the 
high street, that will suffer.” 

Bools said it was surprised 
and disappointed by the OFT 
decision: “We firmly helieve 
that RPM operates in the pub- 
lic interest and that this will be 
the conclusion of the Restrictive 
Practices Court in due course.” 

Smith KJine Beech am said it 
was disappointed by the move. 



Consumer boom 
takes credit card 
spending to £4bn 



Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 

Britons have been reacquaint- 
iog themselves with their flex- 
ible friends. Thanks to the 
gathering consumer boom, 
spending on plastic is growing 
at a record pace, with much of 
the increase being splurged on 
entertainment and hotels. 

Credit card spending was 
£4.1bn last month, up nearly a 
quarter compared with a year 
earlier, and debit card spending 


of the biggest rises in both 
credit and debit in the year to 
September was spending on 
entertainment, which includes 
restaurants, cinemas, theatres, 
amusement parks and bowling 
alleys. Use of credit was up 31 
per cent at £314m during the 
month, and debit spending 
climbed 60 per cent to £1 17m. 

Other figures showed strong 
mortgage lending and a surge 
in broad money growth last 
month. 

If key figures next week, in- 


readied £3.3bn, a 44 per cent chiding GDP for the third quar- 
rise, according to statistics from ter of the year, are equally 
the Credit Card Research strong, the Bank of England will 


On the blacklist: Pen Kent, as a director of the Commonwealth Development Corporation, may be barred from the US 

Businesses face US ban over Cuba links 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

A total of 27 leading British 
companies and organisations 
and their directors face being 
blacklisted in ihe.Uniled Stales, 
under the controversial Helms- 
Burton Act which gives au- 
thorities the power to exclude 
businesses and individuals from 
the US if they have done busi- 
ness in Cuba. 

The list obtained by Bryan 
Cassidy, a Conservative Euro- 


MR from the US House of Rep- 
resentatives international 
relations sub-committee, in- 
cludes The Body Shop, tobac- 
co group BAT chemicals giant 
IC1,' shipping firm P&O, 
Unilever and drugs group 
G 1 axo-WeU come . 

He warned yestenJay that 
not only the companies them- 
selves, but directors and their 
famili es could be expelled from 
the United States or barred 
from entry. Up to 318 European 
companies could be affected. 


One organisation on the list 
is the Commonwealth Devel- 
opment Corporation, a Gov- 
ernment body which manages 
£1.5bn of investment projects in 
developing countries. CDC di- 
rectors include Pen Kent, who 
is also a director of the Bank of 
England, and Russell Seal a 
main board director of the oil 
company BP with responsibili- 
ty for refinery operations. 

However Sean Magee, a CDC 
director, said last njgbt that the 
organisation, which announced 


last year that it planned to pur- 
sue projects in Cuba, had not tak- 
en any action in the country. He 
said the CDCs understanding of 
the Helms-Burton legislation 
was that those affected had to 
deal with assets confiscated dur- 
ing the Cuban revolution and at 
this stage no money had been 
spent and no directors bad trav- 
elled to Cuba on business. 

“However we are watching 1 
developments closely. It could 
have extremely serious impli- 
cations for us,” Mr Magee said. ! 


Group, a trade body for the have an impressive arsenal of 
country’s main card issuers, evidence in favour of higher 
Separate figures published by interest rates. But analysts still 
the high street banks yesterday expect the Chancellor, who ves- 
showed that personal loans, in- terday held his pre-Budge t 
eluding credit card borrowing, away-day at country house Dor- 
was nearly two-thirds higher last neywood with ministers and 
month than a year earlier, at officials, to try to leave rates un- 
£409m compared with £25 Dm changed before the election. 


last September. 

There is every sign, too, that 
the spending spree is in its 
infancy. Household purchasing 
power adjusted for taxes and 
inflation is growing at its fastest 
pace for four years. By next 
March the flavour of the late 
1980s might well have re- 
turned, when high earners in 
the City of London receive 
their bonuses after a bumper 
year in 1996. 

According to the CCRG, one 


New mortgage lending by 
the high street banks and build- 
ing societies was 17 per cent 
higher than a year earlier in Sep- 
tember, at £1.5bn, although 
both reported a dip during the 
month. The banks lost market 
share to the building societies, 
accounting for only £4 17m of 
the total. 

Net advances made by the 
building societies were a 
remarkable 81 per cent higher 
than the previous September. A 


further signal of the new buoy- 
ancy of the housing market 
was an increase in the number 
of loans approved to 52.00U. 
nearly a third higher than the 
same month last year. 

"This should ensure that 
house prices continue to rise 
over the winter months,” said 
Jonathan Loynes, an economist 
at HSBC Markets. 

The banks’ figures showed 
that the corporate sector repaid 
loans m September. This was 
reflected in a weaker-than- 
cxpected economy-wide total 
for lending, only £3.5bn com- 
pared with expectations of a 
£5bn-plus increase. 

Some economists look this as 
a sign that the recovery is 
patchy. But Michael Saunders 
at investment bank Salomons 
said the drop in corporate bor- 
rowing was probably due to the 
tailing off of takeover activity 
and the fact that manufacturers 
were borrowing less to finance 
excess stocks now these had 
been run down. 

“All of these figures are 
reasonably buoyant.” he said. 
This buoyancy was mirrored by 
a 0.8 per cent jump in M4. the 
broad money measure, taking 
its 12-month growth rate to 9.8 
per cent from 9.5 per cent in 
August. 

The FTSE 100 index dosed 
at a record 4,053. 1 yesterday, up 
1 1 points. 


Green signal for Stagecoach rail deal 


Michael Harrison 

The Government yesterday 
cleared the way for further 
mergers in the privatised rail in- 
dustry by giving the go-ahead for 
Stagecoach's £825m takeover of 
the training leasing company, 
Porterbrook. ' 

- Approval for the deal win 
make millionaires out of many of 
ftjrterbrodds 50 staff led by man- 
Aging director S&ndjr Ajidctsou, 
who will make £362m put of his 
shares in the company. 


John Thylor, the corporate 
and consumer affairs minister, 
said he had decided not to re- 
fer the proposed takeover to the 
Monopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission, provided Stagecoach 


and discriminating against rival 
train operators. 

The Government sold Porter- 
brook to a management buy-out 
team backed by Charterhouse 
Development Capital for 


ion, provided aiagecaacu uevciupiucui. v.upjLoi « 
legally-binding undertak- £527m only ten months ago. 


mgs to overcame competition 
concerns. 

The undertakings, which will 

be policed by of the" Office of 
pair Hu ding, are designed to 
prevent Stagecoach from using 
PorteTtrrook to cross-snbsidise 
its passenger rail franchises 


Approval for the takeover by 
Stagecoach is now likely to trig- 
ger consolidation among other 
train operating and tram leas- 
ing companies. Nomura, which 
bought one of the other two 
rolling stock leasing compa- 
nies. Angel Train Contracts, 


for £7 00m has already indicat- 
ed that it wifi seek a link-up with 
a train operator. 

The undertakings also re- 
quire Stagecoach to publish 
separate accounts for its train 
operating and rolling stock 
businesses and to not use in- 
formation gained from Porter- 
brook about competitors to 

chises or to ai^Uwhen ten- 
dering for further franchises. 

Stagecoach already runs 
South West Tains and the Is- 


land Line on the Isle of Wight 
and has been shortlisted Tor 
Meiseyrafi. It also intends to bid 
for the seven franchises still to 
be put out to tender. 

Keith Cochrane, Stage- 
coach's finance director, said the 
undertakings were broadly in 
line with these the company had 
offered itself when it announced 
the bid for Porterbrook in July. 

He said the approval would 
enable Porterbrook to proceed 
with a £90m order for 30 new 
trains for South West Tains. , 


Channel 5 to use 
BT for retuning 




te&tt MBW../.. 


’ 5710- —— rr — 1 

•KM-u.'-T'.w'-r^rj 



Short sterling* | UK medium gilf | OS long bond 




wgrMihkn* 


19 * U. Yktf» 


Mwey Market Rates 
Mu IW 


nmfBM 

BoadYtvife* 
Ita- IMmMK 




■ HMMlUhMIrtll 1 M tan 


Wjrtg Bmp lfcrjp 


Mar t»in/n 

Tuttrin Ctap tarifr 


FTSE inn_ . 4053:1 -'± V1,0, 

FTSEZSO 4450.1 +6JL 

e ras .MO - 2014.3 +4JL 

FTSE SmaBCag _l£l§3 J ■ , j $ & . 

rrs£wgml.'!3 82 - 94 --*£#- 

-"^2715.26 . . 


. jnmm 3632.30 3J7— UK 

4015J 3D 3.44 _ US 

mix an i8ie.6Q_ ._4ZS — — 

Miarw 1954.0S &T P_ GmW- 

T7gli 5_37jj_ * 8a “ l 

RfgO.81 M&M -JOl- 

1 ~ggffi6-B0 IjZg 4 - 70 J Wtt - jtes 

12490.70- 10204-87 .J k^St— . . 

i72t_ m a m 
Kunahann. 

Source: FT Information ^ 


^“"TWY 309 — 1 

nuonEara — mu 


MAIN PRICE CHANGES 


OTHER INDICATORS 


MW xai 

Date Bos Sts S925 22.5 3.7 

Unkten 249- 9 3J> 

Qfrosdence Grp 372.5 9 2.4 


Ofl Brens 
Sows 
Gold £ 


tetorte tefrd* ter Up 

- 24.42 +0.26 15.79 

380.25 -0.10 382.00 
238J9 -0.75 24138 


Mb btetfrlp ButRp 

RFI 1 53.8 +0.46M1 50.6 14 Wov 

GDP 108.1 +2J27PC1Q5.7 25 Oct 

Base Rates —5.75 pc G.75 — 


Mathew Horsman 

Media Editor 

Channel 5, the new terrestrial 
television service, is poised to 
announce a deal with BT to cov- 
er the retuning of video 
recorders in Northern Ireland. 

The special arrangement, 
due to be announced next week, 
would involve BT personnel 
on an appointments- only basis. 
The approach was demanded by 
the RUC which said door-lo- 
door visits by Channel 5's own 
retuneis would be unwise in the 
security-conscious province. 

The terms of the agreement 
have yet to be finalised. Hie two 
sides were still negotiating a 
contract yesterday. 

The news emerged as the In- 
dependent Television Commis- 
sion formally confirmed it 
would accept a delayed launch 
for Channel 5, which is now like- 
ly to be on British television 
screens by 30 March, rather 
than 1 January as originally 
planned. ( 

The delay is linked to 
teething problems in the re- 
tuning of millions of VCRs, 
made necessary because of like- 
ly interference from the Chan- 
nel 5 signal And the award of 
an additional frequency for the 


signal has increased the num- 
ber of sets requiring retuning. 

David Elstcm, chief executive 
of the channel, said yesterday 
that the official slari-up dale 
would not be announced for 
some time. “Why should we say 
now what our launch dale is, 
and then have our competitors 
aggressively schedule against 
us?” he said He added that the 
launch was likely to take place 
on Easter weekend, but said: 
“Our competitors will have to 
schedule on Friday. Saturday. 
Sunday and Monday, because 
they won't know exactly when 
we launch.” 

Mr Elstein hinted that there 
may be delays in starting the ser- 
vice in certain parts of the 
country, as a result of the re- 
tuning schedule. Under the 
terms of its 1TC licence, Chan- 
nel 5 can only begin broad- 
casting in a given transmission 
area once 90 per cent of homes 
have been retuned- 

He added that discussions 
had begun with BSkyB to secure 
a satellite transponder for 
Channel 5, but that no agree- 
ment had yet been reached. He 
said, however, that he expect- 
ed satellite capacity to be found 
by the end of this year, well be- 
fore the expected launch. 
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Why utility reform won’t be an issue 



JEREMY WARNER 


‘In waltzed Kim 
Howells, Labour's 
competition 
spokesman, to tell 
them that the windfall 
profit tax was an act 
of spite that he 
heartily agreed with* 


N ews reaches me of an extraordinary 
fracas, or rather series of them, that 
took place this week under the umbrella of 
that usually restrained and well meaning 
organisation, the Fabian Society. For obvi- 
ous reasons, it is fashionable these days, pos- 
sibly to the point of necessity, for business- 
men to attend any event where Labour big 
wigs are going to be speaking. This partic- 
ular one was organised by NeQ Stewart, a 
New Labour groupie who now works for that 
master of commercial PR, Sir Tim Bell. 

The conference was held under Chatham 
House rules, which means that nothing can be 
reported without permission, but since I was 
not there. I'm free to recount whatever I like. 

Mr Stewart's theme was the well trodden 
one of utilities, regulation and windfall 
profit taxes. The main disappointment came 
when Mike O’Brien, Labour’s shadow finan- 
cial secretary, billed as there to give a 
keynote address on Labour's plans for a 
windfall profit lax, refused to say anything 
about it at all Much too sensitive, prob- 
lematic and contentious for your ears, 
seemed, to his audience of utility types, to 
be his general demeanour. It was already 
money back time, but there was worse. 

In waltzed Kim Howells, Labour's com- 
petition spokesman, to tell them that the 
windfall profit lax was an act of spite that 
be heartily agreed with. It is Labour's polit- 
ical duty to be nasty to the utilities whether 


it is justified or not, he said. It was therefore 
completely pointless trying to argue a pfnq 
it. He realty couldn’t give a damn whether 
it was right or wrong, it was going to hap- 
pen anyway. Was he drunk or merely miring 
the piss? Which ever it was, there followed 
a heated exchange of views. 

I recite this episode not just for its amuse- 
ment value, but also because it tells a story. 
Everyone knows there is something wrong 
about our privatised utilities and the way 
they are regulated, but it is hard to articu- 
late precisely what those things are or what 

to do about them. In many respects. Labour 
is worse at it even than the present Gov- 
ernment, whose position, at least, has the 
merit of being unambiguous. 

Broadly, ministers believe reform unnec- 
essary. Wilts and all, the system works rea- 
sonably well and much as it was supposed 
to, they say. Instead they vainly try to drive 
home the message that utility privatisation, 
far from being something to be ashamed of, 
is one of the great triumphs and achieve- 
ments of 17 years of Tory rule, having led to 
enormous improvements in efficiency and 
standards of service across a great range of 
industries. The trouble for New Labour is 
that though they might rail against fat cat 
salaries, “excessive'’ profits, bumper divi- 
dends and questionable standards of service, 
in their hearts, most of them know this to 
be true. 


The question becomes, therefore, not one 
of how to put all these initiatives into 
reverse, but merely that of howto tweak and 
reform the system so as to answer the elec- 
torate’s concerns. In this department, solu- 
tions are hard to find. For si the noise, heat 
and political point scoring generated by fat 
cat salaries, the utilities are actually only part 
of a much wider pattern of corporate excess 
in Britain today. There were some paiticn- 
lariy indefensible cases of it in the early years 
of water and electricity privatisation, bat 
nowadays it is no worse among the utilities 
than anywhere else. 

There doesn’t seem a lot of point, there- 
fore, in attacking fat cattery in. the utilities 
if you are not going to confront it elsewhere 
as well, for the effect would be only to drive 
the best managers out of the industry. As for 
the more general problem of corporate 
excess, there are no easy answers here 
either, as the impotence of Greenbury has 
demonstrated. The only guaranteed method, 
penal rates of taxation for very high earn- 
ers, has been all but ruled out by Tbny Blair. 

So Labour is stuck with its windfall prof- 
its tax as its only way of getting back at the 
fat cats. It would be naive of the utilities to 
believe they are going to change Labours 
mind on th«_ Apart from anything else, thh 
is for the time being Labour’s only substan- 
tive tax proposal, the only way it has yet .come 
up with of adding to Government revenues. 


In other respects, however, Labour baftjet 
to define a credible policy for the utilities. 
There are ideas aplenty but none of mem, 
when examined dosety. realty seem to fit the 
bffl. Profit sharing between customers ana 
shareholders has a superficial appeal put 
when you think about it, this is actually just 
a complicated version of the present system 
nf mire can reputation, whereby customers 


me ueucuu ui — — 

periodic price review. Moreover, because it 
reduces the incentive for efficiency, cus- 
tomers might end up worse off. 

A rather better approach might be slid- 
ing scale regulation, which matches any 
inc rea s e in dividends with an equal reduc- 
tion in charges. Again, however, the incen- 
tive to efficiency that the present system 

imm k mnnnmarf artrl in 9HV C51Se. the 



focal re form required probably makes 
not worth the candle. 

The upshot is that Labour is left creep- 
ing slowly but surety back to the Tory posi- 
tion - that the present regulatory setup is 
basically all right. This is the more so 
because with each successive price review it 
becomes progressively harder to sustain the 
charge of profiteering. With British Gas, we 
have now gone full circle; here the allega- 
tion is not that regulation is too lax but that 
it has become unacceptably harsh. The 
same will eventually happen with water and 


dectridtv. The utilities may have to.q Pri- 
vatised with too lax a regulatory regime, but. 
by the time Labour gets uUo power, the sjs* 
Sn may largely have corrected itself. Asa 
consequence the utilities nay no lom*r be 
much of an issue, Hieir frewty UM *\’ 
strained greed win haw helped Labour get 
into government, but they will no longer be 
a problem that needs to be dealt with. 

T hat last great bastion of retail price main- 
tenance, over-the-counter medicines. 

has fallen, or it will do if John Bndgeman. 
director-general of fair trading has ha way. 
Normally I would stand fuB square behind 
Mr Bridesman on an is»uc hire this, but in 
this instance I don’t. Retail price owjqW- 
nance in OTC medicines supports a vital net- 
work of small local pharmacies throughout ■ 
Britain. Mr Bridgeman's insistence that it 
will have little effect on them is fatuous and 
dangerous nonsense. By allowing himself to 
foil orcv to Archie Norman’s charm offen- 
sive, Mr Bridgeman threatens £he famreof 
hundreds of these enterprises- He n tight tind 
it more convenient to satisfy he pharmacy 
needs at the nearest Asda. but he seems to 
forget that some people don’t even have- a 
car. let alone a chauffeur. What does he 
care? It won’t be Mr Bridgeman dial has to 
answer for this act of vandalism and ^reck- 
lessness. Someone else will be doing his job 
by then. 














Hampel 
questions 
boardroom 
pay rules 


NBchaei Harrison 


The Hampel Committee on 
corporate governance is exam- 
ining whether rules on board- 
room pay and long-term 
incentive plans need to be tight- 
ened up in the wake of renewed 
controversy over executive re- 
muneration. 

The committee, chaired by Sir 
Ronnie Hampel chairman of 
ICI, yesterday wrote to organ- 
isations representing business, 
shareholder and consumer in- 
terests, asking whether the 
guidelines concerning perfor- 
mance-related bonus schemes 
needed “refinement”. 

The letter also canvasses 
opinion on whether sharehold- 
ers should have to vote to ap- 
prove directors' pay packages at 
annual meetings and whether 
the Greenbury Committee's 
recommendation that directors’ 
contracts be limited to one year 
strikes the correct balance. 

This is the first time the 
Hampel committee has spelt 
out the areas it is examining 
since it was set up last Novem- 
ber to review the working? of the 
Cadbury Code on corporate 
governance and recommend 
any changes and additions that 
might be necessary. 


Other areas the committee 
has decided to concentrate on 
are the role of executive and 
non-executive directors and 
ways in which the relationships 
between owners and managers 
can be strengthened. 

In particular, the committee 
asks for views on whether uni- 
tary boards consisting of rough- 
ly equal numbers of executive 
and non-executive directors is 
the most appropriate structure 
for UK quoted companies. 

The letter also asks whether 
there needs to be a division of 
responsibility between chair- 
man and chief executive - one 
of the key recommendations of 
Cadbury - or whether it is 
enough to prescribe a sufficient 
degree of independence on 
company boards through non- 
executive directors. 

Another area being studied is 
the role of shareholders, par- 
ticularly institutional investors, 
and whether they should exer- 
cise their ownership rights more 
actively by, for instance, voting 
on all resolutions at AGMs and 
concerning themselves with 
broader issues such as social en- 
vironmental and ethical matters. 

The letter, from the com- 
mittee secretary, John Healey, 
asks for responses by 31 De- 



Ronnie Hampel: Asks whether shareholders should vote to approve directors' pay 


cember. The committee has 
been asked to report by the end 
of 1997, although it aims to is- 
sue a draft report around the 
middle of next year. 

Christopher Haskins, the 
chairman of Northern Foods 
and a member of the Hampel 
committee, will address the 


Confederation of British In- 
dustry's annual conference in 
Harrogate next month on cor- 
porate governance. The CBI is 
due to publish a report in the 
next fortnight strongly backing 
the concept of unitary boards 
and rejecting the two-tier boards 
favoured on the Continent 


The committee is also asking 
interested parties such as the 
Association of British Insurers, 
whether, in reviewing the ex- 
isting Cadbury code and de- 
ciding what needs deleting or 
adding, it should differentiate 
between companies by sze and 
type of business. 


Top City brokers to merge in £54m deal 


J3I Treanor 

Banking Correspondent 

Gerrard & National and King 
& Shaxson. which have seen 
their traditional discount house 
operations virtually consigned to 
the hisioiy books by a change of 
policy at the Bank of England, 
arc merging in a £53.7m deal. 

The two companies hope that 
the merger will lead to more op- 
portunities in stockbroldng and 
fund management, and said 
that the deal would also release 
£25m of capital for investment 
und future acquisitions. 


The combined group will 
have the largest private client 
stockbroldng business in the 
UK, bringing together two well 
known City broking firms - 
Gerrard Vivian Gray and Greig 
Middleton. The combined bro- 
kerage will trade as Greig 
Middleton. 

Some cost savings will be 
made by making up to 100 staff 
redundant from the new Ger- 
rand Group's money broking 
and back office operations. Af- 
ter the job cuts, the company 
will employ more than 900 peo- 
ple in its stockbroldng arm. 


420 in its derivatives broking op- 
erations and 30 on the money 
market side. 

“It’s a strategic move. The 
business of Greig Middleton fits 
very well with the business of 
Gerrard Vivian Gray. They are 
both on same back office system 
and know each other veiy well 
There's a common culture," 
said Mike D3vies, chief execu- 
tive of Gerrard & National. 

The firms' discount house, or 
money market operations, will 
be merged and renamed Ger- 
rard and King and this, in com- 
bination with the integration on 


the stock brokers’ back offices 
will achieve annualised cost 
savings of £5m 

Gerrard & National’s deriva- 
tives broker GNL the largest firm 
on the floor of Lifie, will retain 
its identity and Mr Davies ruled 
out job losses despite slim profit 
mar gins fr futures trading. 

The terms of the merger com- 
prises 17 Gerrard & National or- 
dinary shares for 25 King & 
Shaxson shares. The deal will 
give Gerrard & National share- 
holders a 62.7 per cent stake in 
the merged business and King & 
Shaxson’s investors a 373 per 


cent shareholding. 

The merger accompanied 
Gerrard & National’s interim 
results, which stunned 


Jumped from £12.1m to £63 m. 
Shares in Gerrard & National 
fell to low for the year of 272p, 
down 27p. King & Shaxson’s 
shares, however, hit a new high 
with a 20p rise to 182Jp. 

Gerrard & National said its 
results were hit by the intro- 
duction of gilt repos, reduced 
volatility in foreign exchange 
and fired income markets and 
narrower margins on Liffe. 
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Football chiefs to decide 
on Wembley’s future 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 


The future of Wembley, oper- 
ator of the world-famous but 
shabby sports stadium, hangs in 
the balance this weekend with 
a decision on the location of a 
new national stadium expected 
to be effectively decided early 
next week. Shares in the com- 
pany dosed &5p lower last night 
at 395p, ahead of the decision, 
but they have risen sharply in re- 
cent days as the market became 
more convinced that the stadi- 
um will stay in the capital 
A decision by the footballing 
authorities, the Premier League 
and Football Association, is 
expected to be delivered to the 
Sports Council on Monday or 
Tuesday detailing their pre- 
ferred location. Wembley faces 
a challenge from Manchester 
Gty Council which wants to 
move the stadium to the North, 
but it is thought increasingly 


unffle ety m pose a serious threat. 

The Sports Council has until . 
the end of the year to make up 
its mind, although it is under- 
stood that it will probably ratify 
whatever decision “Football" 
recommends. Once it has de- 
cided on the site, detailed cost- 
ings win be drawn up during the 
first half of nextyearbefore a for- 
mal application is made to the 
Sports Lottery Board for a grant. 
About two thirds of the cost of 
building the new stadium, esti- 
mated at between -£ 130m and 
£170m, is expected to come 
from littery fends. 

One of the factors acting in 
Wsmbley’s favour is Kkety to be 
its dramatic recent return to 
financial healtL After a success- 
ful Euro 96 football toumanfonl 
die company, winch also owns 
greyhound tracks in America, re- 
versed a £5L5m pre-tax loss into 
a £7.7m profit in the six months 
to June. The Wembley complex 
itself reported more than 


doubled operating profits of 
£7.9m during the period. 

Wembley said yesterday that, 
with a decision from the Sports 
Council not expected before . 
the- end of the war. it was too 
cariy to assess the financial im- 
plications of winning the stadi- 
um bid. Analysts have become 
increasingly enthusiastic about 
the company’s prospects, how- 
ever; with one broker putting a 
value of 520p on the snares. 

If WbmWey gets the nod. it win 
have the opportunity to put in 
place an ambitious scheme to 
transform the stadium, includ- 
ing rotating the ground through 
90 degrees to solve current prob- 
lems for television coverage in 
bright, early evening sun, and the .. . 
use of the stadium's twin towers | 

to create a grandiose entranedft- 

Designed by Sir Norman Fos- 
ter, the radical plans ulso in- 
clude a retractable roof and 
giant video screens to relay 
events inside to crowds outside. 




Atlantic 
taps into 
UK phones 


Competition for telephone cus- 
tomers promised to intensify yes- 
terday with the announcement 
that the second company to 
use wireless technology to con- 
nect homes to the fixed-phone 
network planned to launch a 
service at die end of the month, 
writes Chris Godsmark. 

Atlantic Telecom will offer 
phone services initially to about 
20 percent erf addressess in Glas- 
gow, including around 100,000 
homes in competition with BT 
and cable operator international 
CaMeTfeL The company also re- 
vealed it bad raised £233m in a 
rights issue to fund the further 
roll-out of the system to the rest 
of the city by 1998. 

Graham Duncan, Atlantic’s 
chairman, said prices for the ser- 
vices would not be unveiled until 
the official launch on 30 Octo- 
ber, but innovations would in- 
clude a variety billing options 
with bundles of calls included 
in the price. Bundled tariffs 
were pioneered by Orange, the 
mobile phone group. 

The first fixed-link radio tele- 
phone firm, Ionica, began 
sendees in East Anglia earlier 
this year. 


In Brief 


• US Imports from Ohm reached a new record in August be- 
cause of a surge in imports of toys and Christmas decorations. 

The gap reached $4.7bn (£2.96bn), up from S3.8bn in July. It is 
expected to fell again when stores have finished stocking up for 
the holiday season. However, a much better US trade position 
with Europe and Japan, in the main due to stronger exports of 
aircraft and computers, helped the total gap shrink 6.6 per cent 
during the month to $10.83bn. 

• Jeremy Barthokxnew-White. managing director of Scandex Cap- 
ital Management, gave an undertaking in the High Court yes- 
terday to liquidate the foreign exchange trading schemes his firm 
operated in this country. The court action to stop him trading 
was brought by the Securities and Investments Board. Investors 
in trading schemes run by Scandex, which is based in Copenhagen, 
have lost more than £lm of the £1.28m they have put in. 

• The Office of Fair leading is considering whether to refer the 
proposed acquisition by National Thmscomrauni cations of the 
British Broadcasting Corporation's transmission network to the^k r v* 
Monopolies & Mergers Commission. Submissions to the OFT 
should be made by 1 November. 

• Magnum Power has conditionally placed 18 million shares at 
20p each to raise £3.4m. The new shares will constitute 283 per 
cent of the company’s enlarged ordinary share capital and the 
firm has applied to the Stock Exchange for the ordinary shares 
to be admitted for trading on the AIM. 

• Ian Lang, the Secretary of State for Trade and Industry, has 
decided not to refer the proposed acquisition by Scottish Tele- 
vision of Caledonian Publishing to the Monopolies and Merg- 
ers Commission under the provisions of the Fhir Trading Act 1973. 

• On 8 October we stated that “the television rights to Padding- 
ton Bear” were being sold by Caspian. We are now informed by 
Paddington & Co that the worldwide TV rights to the character 
belong to them and the only rights being sold bv Caspian are to 
a 56-episode puppet animation series and four separate television 
specials made in the 1970s by FQmFair. now a Caspian subsidiary. 

We are happy to have the opportunity to make the position clear. 
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Shadow of 1987 hangs over blue chips’ continued climb 


SEAQ VOLUME 
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SHARE SPOTLIGHT 


shapj^fca,{3eoc8 


Blue chips managed 10 achieve 
another peak, even ihnnph 
many in the stock market pon- 
“CTBd the happenings of nine 
ago when equities sufiered 
their most txanmatic slump.- 
There had been fears that 
echoes of the 1987 crash would 
wony invesiois, prompting the 
market to lose its autumnal 



■ ft 


levels. Footsie ended 11 
points higher at 4,053.1; a- 
mere 23 above the previous 
record, hit on Tuesday. 

Supporting shares have, 
however, foiled to enjoy the fun 
which has pushed Footsie to 10 
autmim peaks. The MidCap in- 
dex, with 250 constituents, is 
stiH more than 100 points from 
its high, despite a 6 points gain 
to- 4,450 J. Its best level is 
4^683. 

Government stocks were 
unsettled by Treasury adviser 
Tim Congdon’s call for a 1 per 
cents ge point interest rate 
increase. 


A little takeover action 
helped lift shares. OniCbean’s 
resumption of hostilities over 
Uoyds Chemists and a merg- 
er in the once arcane worid of 
discount bouses helped senti- 
ment. Lloyds quickly rose 
above the UnzCbem offer gain- 
ing 17p to 52L5p cm expecta- 
tions Gene, tibc German group, 
will mount a counter strike. - 
Genmd & National, with a 
£53.7m offer for Eng &Shax- 
son, fe D 27p to 272p, with an in- 
terim- profits shimp doli ng ithi+ 

of the damage. K&S gained 20p 
to 182L5p. The deal signals- a 
stockbrakiogget together; E&S 
own Greig Middleton and 
G&N embrace Gerrard Vivian 
Gray. The twostoddHOkerswill 
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DEREK PAIN 


superm arke t drain which has 

be ^Sdoned,^^d*l^to 
1144p: Safeway gained 6 Jp to 
362jSp and Ttsco 5p to 3325p. 

Pearson rebounded -20p to 
696.5p on second thoughts 
about its boardroom changes 


to be the leading private client 
broking house. 

Boots, off 54p at 638p was 
unsettled by (he proposed end- 
ing of resale price mainte- 
nance on. over the counter 
medicines. But Asda, the 


an SBS Warburg lift, climbing 

23-5p to l,1634p.' 

Brewers continued to draw 
strength fr o m the Accounting 
Standards Board’s proposals 
over properly depreciation. 
Bass ended 44p higher at 
7994p and ’Whitbread, which, 
is rumoured to be the front 
runner for the . unquoted 
B ri gh tReasons restaurants 
cham, 8p to 726p. BrightRea- 


sons, put up for sate by its ven- 
ture capitalist backers, could 
cosf around £80m. 

Eurotherm, the electronic 
equipment group hit in the 
summer by an unseemly 
boardroom upheaval, bright- 
ened 28p to 60Gp as ABN 
Amro Hoare Govett said the 
shares were a buy bul Johnson 
Matthey, the metals group, 
fell lL5p to 61 lp with UBS 
cutting its. profit forecasts by 
£9m to £110m and £l2m to 
£124m. 

TT Group shaded to 5614p 
as its£189m bid for the Swedish 
polymer engineer, Foixheda, 
ran into flak from the Hen- 
derson fund management 
group which has 13 per cent. 


Fund manager Stephen Peak 
demanded an improved offer 
but TIwth63£ percent of Rjt- 
sbeda under its corporate belt, 
said the offer was “fuD and fair’*. 

Barclays, the banking 
group, continued to benefit 
from this week’s investment 
mee ting, gaining 10-5p to 
9964p. National Westminster 

bank added I3!5p to 709p on 
Ci^dhlycamaBLamgsnpjxBi- 

Cortecs International, the 

biotech group which has fallen 
from 418p since the spring, de- 
clined a further 5p to 200p. The 
company said it was not aware 
of any factors which could ac- 
count for recent weakness. 

British Energy, the priva- 
tised nuclear power group, at- 
tracted renewed attention on 
ils restructuring plans and div- 
idend yield considerations. 
litre B ail tr ack i( is malting hn- 
pressivc headway after an in- 
different debar. The partly 
paid shares gained 34p to a 


100p. promptly foiling to 91p. 

Worries about the nest set 
of profits from Pflldngton, ihe 
glass group, asiin haunted the 
shares, on 34p to 174p. 

Verity, with its Ear Eastern 
shareholder Wo Kee Hong, 
continuing to sell, gained a fur- 
ther 13p to 34p. Itis widely be- 
lieved that Wo Kee Hong, 
which once ted a significant 
stake, has virtually completing 
its sale programme. 

HTV, the television group. 

attracted attention ahead of the 


gamin g &5p to 3863p. BSkyB 
moved remorselessly towards 
the 700p barrier, improving 
17.5p to 691p. Merrill Lyndt 
support remained the spur for 
Video Logic, up 13p to 623p, 
a 13p gain this week. 

Tottenham Hotspur scored 
a 27.5p gam to a 52Gp peak and 
Conrad, said to be near to com- 
pleting a deal with one of the 
unquoted Premiership clubs, 
[Hit on 0.5p to 6.75p. 


TAKING STOCK 


□A sudden fizz in the shares 
of JN Nichols, the soft drink 
group best known for ils 
Vim to brand, has prompted 
talk or possible takeover ac- 
tion with one of the big brew- 
ers, presumably Bass, 
regarded as the most likely 
predator: The shares had 
been quiet with recent profit 
growth unexciting. But they 
jumped 12p to 2243; (here 
were suggestions of unsatis- 
fied buying orders. Profits 
last year were £9j6m with 
forecasts for this year hover- 
ing around £ 10.2 m. 

□ t he restructuring at Cas- 
tle Mill International, the 
hard pressed textile group, 
has gone well and there is 
talk or demand for shares 
exceeding supply. One buyer 
is apparently seeking a 10 
per cent stake. CM1, an ideal 
shell* has said it will make 
acquisitions. The shares held 
at 3-5p. 
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Braving a 
trip to the 
Yankee zoo 


SPORT IN AMERICA 1 


Rupert Cornwell looks at the importance 
of home advantage for baseball's World 
Series, which begins in New York tonight 


T echnically. Us name is 
Yankee Stadium. Those 
of a nostalgic bent talk 
about The House That Ruth 
Built, in reverence of the greatest 
star the New York Yankees and 
baseball have ever produced. 
Those who know, however, refer 
to the place simply us the Bronx 
Zoo, wherein may be found the 
toughest, brashest crowd in 
America from what likes to think 
of itself as the toughest, brashest 
town in America. 

Welcome to New York, 
where a 12-year-old kid leans 
into the field to steal an illegal 
home run for the Yankees at a 
crucial juncture in the Ameri- 
can League Championship 
Series this month but instead 
of being summarily ejected 
from the stadium, briefly be- 
comes the Big Apple's biggest 
hero since Babe himself. 

Beyond all argument, how- 
ever, the stadium is baseball’s 
La Seal a, stage for the most 
legend-encrusted franchise in 
the sport. Between 1921 and 
1981. the Yankees appeared 34 
times in the World Series, the 
ultimate showcase of the sport, 
winning 22 of them. For 
decades, Yankee baseball in 
October was a fixture to rank 
with the changing of the autumn 
leaves. Now, after an absence of 
15 years, the longest in the 
club's history, the Yankees arc 
back. Shortly after 8pm local 
time tonight, the first game of 
the 1996 Series will begin. 

Nowhere has seen more post- 
season heroics, from the strut- 
ting home runs of Babe Ruth 
and Joe Di Maggio to the sav- 
age power of Mickey Mantle. 


And lose they very well raigfaL 
Their opponents in the Series 
will be the Atlanta Braves, who 
on Thursday night completed 
the most crushing comeback vic- 
tory in National League Cham- 
pionship history. Down three 
games to one in the best-of-sev- 
en series with the Sl Louis Car- 
dinals, the Braves swept the final 
three games by a combined 
32-1 margin. The 15-0 blow-out 
which wrapped up matters on 
Thursday was not just the 
biggest win ever in the NLCS, 
but an embarrassment to watch. 
By any yardstick, the Braves 
must be counted favourites. 

This time the Yankees have 
no megastors, but a quite 
characteristic harmony in the 
dressing-room. Much of that is 
due to their manager, Joe Torre, . 
one of the most beloved figures 
in the game, who is contesting 
a world championship for the 
first time after no less than 32 
years and 4272 games as player 
and successively manager for 
the cross-town Mets. the Braves 
and Cardinals. 

No major leaguer in baseball 
history has ever waited as long. 

Just 12 months ago, St Louis 
sacked him. Since Lhen. Torre 
has lost one brother, Rocco, to 
a heart attack and watches ds an- 
other sibling. Frank, fights for his 
life in a New York hospital. But 
amid this family anguish, Joe has 
at last reached the pinnacle. 

Then there is the soap opera 
of DarryJ Strawberry. Four 
months ago. ‘'Straw" was a 
wasshed-up prodigy <>oing 
through the motions in Minne- 
sota for the St Paul Saints of the 
nondescript Northern League, 


and the perfect game thrown by seemingly the death throes of 
Don Larsen in 1956. the only a massive talent sacrificed on the 


one ever in the World Series. 

Beyond their city's five bor- 
oughs, the team may be detested 
(not for nothing was the film 
called Damn Yankees) but. over 
the next week, the entire country 
will be enthralled, if only at the 
prospect of them losing. 




UOTES 
OF THE 
WEEK 


■ Right now I feel like I'm 
on a rocket that's about to 
take off. Damon Hfll, the 
newly crowned Formula 
One world champion. 

■ It is a very sad day for 
English football. Players 
get stick all the time from 
the fans, but it seems you 
cannot have a go back 
these days. Mark Bosnich, 

1 the Aston Villa goalkeeper, 
attempts to explain why he 
gave a "Nan” salute to Tot- 
tenham supporters at White 
j Hart Lane. 

i ■ I am sure it is a joke that 
I backfired. Alan Sugar, the 
Spurs chairman. 

M English football got it rigit 
with Alan Shearer. Even 
though he failed to score an 
international goal for so 
long, very few questioned his 
] place in the team. Graeme 
Hfck, who believes he should 
have not been dropped from 
the England cricket team - 
! despite inconsistency. 


a massive talent sacrificed on the 
all too familiar altar of alcohoL 
women and cocaine. The Yan- 
kees gave him a last chance, and 
three” Strawberry homers in the 
American League play-offs 
helped sink Baltimore, beating 
the Orioles at Iheir own slugging 
game. 


TODAY 

Football 

ILLMcftes no* on pools coupons: 

3.0 unless mim 
GM VAUXHALL CONFERENCE 

Bath v Etalybridgo 

BrosnSOM * Dover — - 

FanUxnp ng h v Slovanafla 

Hoflfax v Waiting — 

Hayaa v Altrincham — — 

Hodnoafocil v Southport — ... 

Macdesfiekt v Wettrtf _ 

Morecanfea * Kettering - — 

Narthwtch v KWOerrahwter — 

Ruahden A Dia m ond* » ftala KtMHW ... 

Slough v Teltard — 

FA INBflO nwm Ffcrt round quaHyme AOi- 
entone UM v Wmuay Bar. Whenori IB * Mow 
Green; Stattort Rantfrcv Curaon Ashton; froyt'j- 
den V Uaffi Wilh Nune-son Boroupi v Conpe- 
ton: Aiheion v Baton: wsrmgwi v Umcastw. 
Gaftuvifi v owns; MncFJer Ta*n » Mateoo; Hat- 
reigue Town v Khroftta.7 Granmam v Lw*. Rac- 
ing Club Warwick » FncHer Tormwnfi v Great 
Harwood: Papa v Eaflwow Twn; Buxton » vs 
Rj«k Maoocn Wnstad, Srecksondfle PS . Sut- 
ton CdUfteU. wanon V vroiwneon: Nemeth*) « 
Fjr^r,-. Orencesret » Camtjnosp City; Wohng 
tun v tilth & Behenk.'w: Ashton) » Hnchm; Ton- 
tBidQe v AiWbuiv. Fareftani * Weymouth: 
’JforetHfr « icacre Bsace* « StaaemfK Mx- 
.jrex ««•** BxtongjMrn Town* Rarest Quert 
Hendon * Itame. Ctnwnam > Watwi a tk-rJvnn; 
Bralwos Stonfotn « CrtMjen; Hampton v Trunk- 
taidjy: Raur-ds i Barton: Canwm I Wind u Hey- 
Pud re. Gra.e-.Knd £ Mortnfleel > St laonant. 
San'octc 1 atrr V imp . i Lam. MYrtKYjn? . FtoBC 
WeAMi-w-Mat.- -i wartime rJewoort iWWi 
v levwn Pennant Abtngxan Tom v Eitsham LW; 
AlirtonrtMd OKIv a«h: Swmtsv* On- 

dorfed . Haw; Gra.ti v Basbiw EWencay « 
BerWiomited. fisher v MWscv. Morten, v VA- 
re, : DorOnwer y Wemcwdie. 

ICtS LEAGUE PMoitor Dtatsion: BoMum Wood 
.- hav>tdflian. CantialKin v CogenhOT & RaJ- 
brums CnpflMv v Chtoifl Or,; Han-xu BoromJi 
, 3i«unes. FwSeei , Entails Si Abate- u veaue, 
Sutton Ltd v Puknch. Second DMgfcn: B»V- 
mg -. Windsor £ Eton . Beflf.no « Wemtan: Chat- 
rant « Mvenhoe; OiexJiutr v HurgaWnl: Cartons 
v Coho Bjbi £. Rantora. E(t 3 *are « Ware, ErJwni 
y Wtnati. Haw Hkfnpsitead v Leatwrtieed. W- 
awm u BradmeU Meaopoutar FtteciBanswa* 
TkDun V Leicjtmn. Third DhrMsn: Avetey » East 
Thun ocl: CUvttm -.- Trmg. Enure & Ewel v Bran- 
ace: Harrrtuith v FlocMuril Fkutn: Km^buiy •' 
I Natnwod.LeaMvkVeokistnneiSDuthaavCarv 
lurtou; Wvtptc £ Fincflfcy v HertfcnJ 
UNIBOND LEAGUE Pretntar DMstore Bantow v 
Ffliltn: Bohop Auckland i MMf Bowon Lfld v 
| Ctfr.wBanGaewwnjajtvBivifi: l+.tJev Bam- 
be* Brides: PUncwn * CmeJ*v. Srwnmxnoor v 





'Joltin' Joe Di Maggio, one of the most celebrated New York Yankees of all time 


The very presence of the 
Yankees guarantees high dra- 
ma, be it Bronx braggadocio in 
victory, or a tabloid mauling if 
they lose. But in purely sport- 
ing terras, the 19% Series could 
be one of the best 
With the mid-season acqui- 
sition of Strawberry and the 
mighty Cecil Fielder, formerly 
of the Detroit Tigers, the dub 
has acquired power to go with 


its polished defence. New York 
has the best pitching in the 
American League and, in their 
outfielder Benue Williams and 
rookie shortstop Derek Jeter, 
two of the most exciting young 
talents in the game. But if any 
National League dub matches 
the Yankees of yesteryear in 
money and arrogance, it is the 
defending world ehampions, 
the Braves. 


Since 1991, only once have 
they failed to reach the World 
Series. The media magnate 
Ibd Unmet is the most famous 
owner in the gaine. More 
pertinently, the Braves have 
the best pitching in baseball, 
built around the starting 
trio of John Smoltz, Greg 
Maddux and Tom Glavine, 
and the 98mph fastballs of 
doser Mark Wohlers. 


WEEKEND FIXTURE GUIDE 


Cbortey. First OMsInr Ffetoo v Ttaddtfte Un- 
cotl UintadvAsbton- 

OR MARTENS LEAGUE RnMarUKMon: CW- 
wwn v SuJtu> Tam: GiMey * Cmrfor. Hale- 
sower Toon » Sintwry; Hastm# * Gloucester 
Merthyr y Baton: WbreisAer v CMmsfbitl. MM- 
tand DMMon: Roffwffl v Uamax Stoepshed Dy- 
namo v DmJey. SariiJI Borough v Reautch. 
Saattiwn DMMan; Owtfcra « OetMon. 
WINSTWHEAD KENT LEAGUE FVst DMstoa 
Chan^m v Carurtuy: CnjcksnMi v FthersNsre; 
FbfiesiDne inwaa y UHtswoou; Hereto Bay * Stale 
Green: Hyme vCornfnan: Sheppey v Itarttfi^te: 
Thamesmead v Furness: Tutbndge Vrefts v 
Greenwch Banu^r Wooflncb v Deal. 

UKUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE Rnrt DM- 
Khm: Birgers Hid v Eoabaune Town: Hritfun 

V Horsham YMCA: Oak-ood v Portfirkl: pagpam 

V Mie Oafc Soutnwn* v Witetawh. iota 
(THan lea^a Cap ttaoond round: Cm*y 
Down Vrilag; vAnmdel 

UHLSPOHT UNITED COUNTIES LEAGUE Pl«- 
mtaf DtvWon: Bourne v Northampton Spencer. 
Ft*® » Si. Cartnc HaBseocti v St tearc: Merttoes 
Biucwwie v Cogennoo: Neopon Paenefl v 
SLnn/rrf; Potton v Boston Tcwm; SiortoM v tte- 
DokmOi. WrtTntJianwaty Long Bucfcby: Woor- 
ron v isfi.ftUnR. LM 0 M Con that iwnd reptay: 
Thrmtonv Coraigturr. 

SCREWRX DIRECT LEAGUE PraMor DMotan: 
BnrexjnvBackwefllCaaevTomnenrtBamsapte 
v Ctnpoenrum: Chad v Bnamgon: Ood Down v 
Brflc*«Hter. tNmtnr/ * EJmom Las PMDpt Gnp 
Bret rounch CtyS v Wriungton; Pauttw v Yeowt 
LvHa v tv^nsnam. 

NORTHERN OOUNTES EAST LEAGUE Premier 
OMstoic Betpc* v AVTfrtl; Denaby v Cuss 
houjJrroiUVefttre; Huonafl v OaeB Town: Hal- 
teia f.ton v Hakare. Down AOwn , Mawy; 
PoUOfract v AimOiorpe Wwtare; Setiv * Bngj; 
SbeffrtOvAmota: ThjrtJey y Lwersertge. 
NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE CUP Flrtt 
round; Bkcfcpool ftvati v CUheroe: Boorie v 
Boon: v leek CSOB. Chaadeflen v 

Aineflcn CoAenes: Cbeark- v TrafTnrt: Daisy HUT 
y NmcM^Tooru Eadwxfl Hokey y Ramsiwicre 
Uretec lot hrtJsgrovt WiteOci. Ftormby v Dwaen. 
Gtosop North End « Itosaondate: Hanfcngten v 
HMktor DU Boys: Namweli « Presooc Pwmh l 
SjUtm; jkdfroervLae v Ltalen Torn y WaStei 
v Mane Road: vauflsd GM * hdupve. 
JEWSGN EASTERN LEAGUE Premier DMatalE 
Bur/ Town v Solum: Mam v Sudbury Wander- 
ers; SudPuiy Twm y Harwich: Wrrtum v Fe- 
lnsm«. League Cup tint round: Dea v 
Watton; Htustead u Fokenharn: hteuertid v Ne»- 

tTVTWx; hxui V Tixrre: M.*Jan » M*k.y> 
ha* v Goriesswi; Stou*nartiM> Wartxiys: WMHn 
u 0nghlinip?-j: Wtdrrerr i Chatters. IrtKxwbndrS: 
v Seamen. 

MIERUIK DIPRESS MDLAM) ALLIANCE B»- 

efidBuFVsallVTfa, Bnd^taithvBameftChojo- 
nwn y Sondwel Boroutfi; Hnddcy AfftietK v 


Halesowen Hamers anbury v Btowdi: ftedtafl 
r Boidmere St Mcnaetti SopmW « Rocesier. 
Strarkad » wiypendey W»raK West Mttaab ft>- 
ice y Pereture: VMenM v SMnol. 





SMIRNOFF IRISH LEAGUE Premier QMstoo: 
Colerara » GtatWron: Crosodare v Arts; Unftekl 
v Qanavan; Portadonn v CSRotMlie. First DM- 
sioe: Baneir v BaSydare; Canfch y lames D»* 
bfleryv Oma^c Nenty v Balymene- 
LEASUE OF WALES; Aberystwyth * Barry; 
Caemartbn » Wel sh pool 12.30): CaerWn v Car- 
manner; Oemaes Bay * Baton Ferry. Ctwnbran 
* Bangor City; Ebtwi Veto v Conwy « 2 J 0 j: RH 
Twn v Neiflmm; Ireer CdMeTel v Connah* Quay; 
Uansaitllrofl w Ton Perare. nmenadog v Rhyl. 
KARP LAGER NATIONAL. LEAGUE OF SSLANO 
Premier DMefcm neuy Cny v Oorh Cdy: Homo 
Fain Everton v UnmarWy CaltBge DubHh 17301.- 
PRESS & XHBWAL HIGHLAND LEMHE: Bra- 
ra Rangpre » rtteftwad; Ctachnocudtkn v Forres 
Mecftancs: Cate Hangers v Buck* Rvsoe; Kei- 
th v w«h Acanemy: Romes » Fnmtwgi; Fort 
wdbm « tiKswrioigh: Hundy v Nswn Couey. 
SCOTTISH qUMJTYMB CUP IMnUa ul r e p la ye 
(North): Elen v Deveronvale. (South): Vale of 
letmenv HarndiRA. 

AVON INSURANCE COMMAHON Ffrst DM. 
■hue Ronamoinh v Tottenham 12.0). 

Rugby Union 

3.0 unless sfsred 



COURAGE CLUBS* CHAMPIONSMP National 
League Tuns Begad a Bat H al ta re: Cmentry » 

London Scothsh; Maaalry v Nemcaote: Notang- 
rvare v BtacMnatft: rartantnd y fejgby. WakeneM 
wtvataruo. NaUooolLea 0 W Throe: Eieteivno- 
anJh: ttarofftev Lvdney; Leeds a London Wafch: 
Lm.ipod St hk*xr; v flitatt OOui v Ron 
mg y Fytoa; Rossiyn Pa* v Chiton: Whortodate v 
Uwtey. Nattotari League Four North: Kendal 
v Bert w gwm & SoHiuii; ManAester v Pieman 
Gia s e hewiere: Nuneom v Wnrswon Park: 


Sheffield v 
SKwortd^ 
ttarnri Leal 
tenhann Be 
WtdshentC 
aMMwp ul 
* Weston-super-Mare. 

WELSH NATIONAL LEAGIC Second DMelon 
(230): A bereuan w Abercjnon; Abenflery » 
UWKS MaestegyUandmerK Pomypod vCm® 
TWys South wales Poitce vEtohiraan; VVradg- 
yntaa v Btackwood. 




Hockey 

NASIRO AZZUNRO SOUTH Plnailtf: Anchortans 
v Ramgaitite: BaeMn h an v H a n u swed A West 
irenaer Foensm v Boumomih: Bare Csut r Ash- 
fbra Maidenhead v Wotans CMd Kktgstontono v 
TunbrrigB Write Old Wtugftans v W 0 i Wycombe. 
RKhmond v WhKhaster Spencer v LMnUedorc 
WOungtem y ChSheaw. 

NORTH Premier: Ben RhydringYlmoertey: Her- 
mgate u Shebald Banheo: Neocn v SpnngtHct’i; 
Raregarltia y Chester; SouOipQn v Norton; JhBU- 
wel» FormOy. 

ADKMKEASTWoreleRSGlKp'sStDitfbrevSud- 
hey: Cartntgs Ceye Comings |)k Cotcheew 

*Redbn>tg 0 & Uonl: tpswicn vOuknflan£ Parer- 
boreu 0 t Than » Dweham. 

SUNUFE WEST OF QtaLAND a SOUTH tnmuss 
PremM; Beth Bucca vTauvon Vale: Bristol llm 
» LMn»atre£Uarrt 8 ft®wwon»Sw*MarWim 
amvWhoctinh; WRtorysupir-Mcnivnifntoulli. 
LACE MAWER NORTH WEST Pirmier: Daestde 
Rairuen « aebrgBn Gun v Alderfey EOgs: tpmni 
St Ames v Wsmpon Parte Northern v Mocdes- 
M: Northop Hal » PresEn; oaon V Krutshni. 

Basketball 

BUDwaflEHi£Mtiea«7nn9s»na*js»0)fr 
tat Palace (7301 wt Aston W*a Leisure Centre); 
Kernel & WSdoid ftoyata y [Mpards (730). 

Ice Hockey 

SUPER LEAGUE: Bas*i£HDto v Manchester. 
Nomngiam y Ayr; Sheffield v BradmeL 

Speedway 

INDIVIDUAL: Dudop Premier imge Raters' 
Championship Bnd IB. 0 ) fat BatfmO. 
COOERSfCE LBLOIE: Semk* v EaSDoume 
(7 01. 


secures a 
new home 


SPORT IN AMERICA 2 


On the, eve of the inaugural MLS final, 
John Carlin reports how the nation's 
children finally have idols of their own 


■VKhe rest of the world has 

■ been wondering with a 

■ mixture of hope, scepti- 
cism and trepidation whether 
soccer is ever going to take hold 
in the United States. 

The answer is finally in. It has. 
Not necessarily because of the 
surprising success of the six- 
month-old professional soccer 
league, the climax of which will 
come tomorrow; when Wash- 
ington. DC United and Los An- 
' geles Galaxy play the final game 
of the season to decide the 
winner of the Major League 
Soccer championship. 

Not necesarify either be- 
cause, with less than three weeks 


was one of the coaches. She was 
preparing her team, the Grizzlies, 
for a match this weekend aga i ns t 
the Tigers. When the session was 
over and die kids had run off to 
meet their waiting moms, she 
described how soccer had taken 
over the life of the average 
American mother. 

“You spend your time trans- 
porting children back and forth. 
During the week, depending on 
how many kids you have, you're 
(airing them to practices. At the 
wee kends you only have time ftf 
two things: shopping and soccer.) 
You take them to the games, yxi 
stand on the sidelines - moms 
and dads - aixl you cheer. If your 


to go to the American election, kid is a good player, and plays in 
the question consuming much of a team that travels, your whole 
Washington is not whether Bill life is taken up with soccer. " 


Photograph: Hulton Getty 


lb win, the modem heirs of 
Ruth, Di Maggio and Mantle 
can afford no mistakes. Bat they 
have two points in their favour. 
One is that they have five days 
of rest for the tired pitchers to 
regain their strength (against 
just one for the Braves). The 
other is that four of the seven 
games will be played in front of 
the frenzied denizens of the 
Bronx Zoo. 


Oilier sports 

GOLF: Toyota Work) Maud Ptay Oiampt unNm 
tat WMOMriTV., 

SNOOKBfc Bournemouth Grand PraL 
TOaKSiTejajcoVftrwn'sChaton^ri'atCaKfm. 

TOMORROW 

Football 

HARP LAGBI NADONAL. LEAflUE OF IRELAND 
Premier Dtrtflon: Bray v Shetooume (3.1SL 

R^by League 

MTERAM7T0NU. MATCH: BARA Great BTtHn 
xn v Austrafen Abort 0 nsta 1230) tm SMlbnO. 

Rugby Union 

HEINEKEN CUP Pool A: Dm * EbMwitft 
(L30). Foot ft CatMonta v BtM (33) (H MEOIar- 
mUPorh. Ptatfil. 

Hockey 

NAITOML LEAGUE Premtm CamocK y HQmtar 
(230); East Grtnstaad v Hauart C-OC GuBdknl 
v T«t*ng»n riant: OU Louffwrems y Surbiton 
0301; (toting v Barton] HgNS CUD; Sauttigss 
v Canterbury (2.0L Bret Dl n tet u ii Bwwan»Cb:- 
tore Hawta C3.05; Bbeharts v GKbm Urw 1230); 
Bounryile v Sitfc W (2301: BoeManrts »StN- 
bons (23); Cny ol PQrtEmoutn vStoupon (130): 
Oustv'<tlrqamaJ&Danx^tWsnin0pnr2J»: 
Ed^iasmn V Hartnton Mflgp «3 (230); Fire- 
brands v Gloucester Qty ILOx Hiri v fee* UL01; 
Indian GjrrMvra v Umes 1230). 
RBWIHNEmVEIKTCft EngareWcrnar'sDe- 
«*pw sored va»ei 030 W arem ttb^t . 
WB3H WOHEHTS NATIONAL lEAOE: CtBtJiff* 
NcMKNYitOaMynBayYSwanaea: nvsyprMdYPa- 
na«d LHreresy of WalK v HnertonlmsR. 

Basketball 

BUtWBSER LEAGUE: SfteffMd Sharks » Darby 
storm 17.15): London Toms v Cheeur Jets (5.01. 

Ice Hockey 

SUPER LEAQUB: Ayr y Caotff «63W; ffiadnofl 
vNaHCStal63):MandB3tBrvM)l]n0taRl^JOL 

Speedway 

PRSiKR lEAfiue Couerttyv Ftoartnra^t (S30L 
COWERENCE LEAGUE: UrtWt 0 » v EMboutne 
i230i; UWtgn v Easstbuno (43). IndMd- 
ual: Borne Hint MemonN Trophy (330) (at 
KMetMO: Oand (UMnal 0 - 0 ) lot award. 

Other sports 

GOIF* Tbyota World Mmcfi Play Ctoornwonahio 
(ar Wvrrwortni. 

SNOOKER: Botmrnouih Grand Pm. 

IGWN&TcMoAWaowi'sCMIenariatcaiTlO. 


the question consuming much of 
^feshiqgzon is not whether BQi 
Qinton or Bob Dole will be pres- 
ident, but vdiether United will 
bring the MLS trophy home. 

Thef principal, overwhelming 
reason why soccer is categorically 
in the US m stay is that k has siqv 
planted American football base- 
ball and basketball as American 
schoolchildren’s favourite pas- 
time. Just about every child un- 
der the age of 12 is playing 
soccer. Go to any American 
town on a Saturday morning - 
from New York to California, 
from Idaho to South Carolina - 
and you will see parks full of lit- 
tle uds.-bqys and girts, chasing 
after balls like swarms of bees. 

The sport has even given rise 

to a new term in 

the American __ 
poUtkallerioon: 77)6 i?3 

“the Soccer 

Mom”. Camb- even g j 

dates of all par- 


The game has 
even given rise 


One of her duties as a coach, 
she believes, is to encourage the 
children to watch MLS. “1 tell 
them to watch the games and 
I’Ve told everybody to pick out 
a player and follow him through 
the season. On Sunday, we’ll all 
be watching. 

“It’s incredibly exciting that 
DC United’s done so well in this 
first season. When I watch them. 
I get really carried away.” 

MLS crowd averages of over 
18JKX) have exceeded ofifidal ex- 
pectations by 50 per cent More 
to the point, as ultimately success 
will depend on television income. 
ESPN and the Spanish -language 
channel, Univiaon, have declared 

themselves de- 

lighted with their 
ne has ratings. In a ma- 

jor vote of com- 

fen nse j. 

„ confidence 


ties talk to a new term in final will be car- 

earaestly these , . . ried five on 

days about the the AmeHCaP ABC one of the 
need to secure ... , . four major na- 

“tbe Soccer political leXICOP: tional networks. 
Mom vote", by . _ What the 

which they the SOCCSr Mom MLS also pro- 
mean their de- vides is the pos- 

sire to win the sibility of 

electoral affections of die aver- building a bridge for American 


age middk-dass nmther, a per-, 
son whose life is increasingly 
dominated by the imperative to 
transport tittle BSHy or little Sarah 
- or more likely both - to “soc- 
cer practice" duiing the week and 
soccer matches on weekends. 

TWo weeks ago the grey, 
august Wad Street Journal had a 
story on the front page headlined 
“Election game plans make 
^Soccer Moms' a political force". 

; The catchphrase has been 

I around tor six months at most, 
having originated - according to 
one version - in a television car 
commercial- The mere fact that 
the shrewd readers of American 
trends in Madison Avenue have 
identified soccer images as in- 
struments of commercial success 
offers the most compelling evi- 
dence to date that the sport has 
been absorbed into the Ameri- 
can culture. 

A stroll one afternoon last 
week in a park in the leafy sub- 
urbs Washington offered evi- 
dence of a more endearing kind. 
It was a small park, barely the 
size of a full-sized soccer pitch, 
but there were three separate lit- 
tle groups of children chasing 
footballs. Despite the best efforts 
of the coaches, thirtysomething 
ladies in shorts who kept up a 
continual palter of instructions 
from the sidelines, they could not 
be persuaded to fan out and cre- 
ate some space for themselves. 

“Go, go, go, Damian," one 
mom cried. “No, no. Rose, the 
OTHER way. You're shooting 
against your own team," wailed 
another. 

Cindy Jaffa, a mother of three. 


children that will enable them 
to carry their devotion for soc- 
cer into adulthood. Children 
have been playing soccer at 
school for 15 years, although 
never in as many numbers as 
now. But once they reached 
their teens, lacking role models 
in the grown-up game, they 
transferred their allegiances to 
the traditional American sports. 

Now, when children play in 
the park, they can do something 
they have never been able to do 
before but children in the rest 
of the world have been doing for 
100 years. Run down the wing 
with the ball shouting out the. 
name of their favourite playf .. . 
“Here conies John Harkes" or ^ 
“Here comes Gobi Jones." 

Harices and Jones, two mem- 
bers of the US team, are on op- 
posing sides tomorrow, playing 
for United and Galaxy respec- 
tively. The real stars on both 
teams are not Americans, how- 
ever. Bolivia's Marco Etch eve rry 
is the pedigree player for United, 
Galaxy’s Eduardo Hurtado - a 
6ft 3 in Ecuadorean striker 
known as “the Thnt" - is a pro- 
lific gpaboorer who combines the 
traditional Latin American touch 
with the intimidating presence of 
a Joe Jordan. 

Younger native-born players 
- white, black, Hispanic - are 
coming through and when the 
children in the suburban parks 
begin to reach maturity, the rest 
of the world had better brace 
itself. Come the 21st century, 
America could be dominating 
world soccer till kingdom 
come. { 

s 
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ANDY FARRELL 
reports from Wentworth 

In celebrating his 27th birthday “ 
on Thursday, it can only be as- ” 
sumed that Ernie Els decided 
on an early night. It is the only 
explanation for what happened 
yesterday morning when Els 
found hijnself six down against 
Steve Strieker after their first cir- 
cuit of the West Course. 

Els could not manage a birdie 
until the 18th and that was only 
pood enough for a half “Believe 
it or not, I did not have a beer 
all day” Els said of his birthday. 

“I played like I had a hangov er, 
though.” The South African, 
winner of the last two Hryota 
- World Match Play Champion- 
to ships, in fact paired with Sean 
m? Connery for a comeback against 
^ Jackie Stewart and Els Snr. It 
was a good omen. 

In 1965, his countryman Gary 
Player was six down at hmefa and 
lost the 19th against Tbuy Lema, 
but won at the 37th. In 1982, 
Sandy Lyle was sax down against 
Nick Faldo and went on to win 
2 and 1. Els likes a challenge. 

He chipped in at the third in the 
afternoon and was off and run- 
ning. He also chipped in at the 
eighth and holed what he de- 
scribed as a “hallelujah putt” 
from 40 feet for a half at the 
ninth. 

“I was beginning to wonder 
what was gong on then,” Striek- 
er, whose great run of success 
from St Andrews was due to 
come to an end, said. It took un- 
til the 15th for Els to get square, 
but at the last Strieker drove 
into a bunker. His 6-iron hit the 
top of the lip and with an awk- 
ward stance, he hit a 3-wood 
over on to the green. “One of 
the best shots I*ve ever seen," 

Els said. 

But Strieker could not hole 
iut for a birdie and Els two- 
tmed, despite the second 
tiling in the right edge, to ex- 
tend his run in the event to sev- 
en wins out of seven. “1 didn't 
thinklixadmuch chance of get- 
. ting back into it the way I 
picked this morning,” Els said. 

“I tell for Sieve. He played well 


putle 

fallin 


all day and was all over me. I 

just wanted to get it into the sec- 
ond nine in the afternoon.” 

“Nothing went right for me 
in the aftenioon,” Strieker said, 
“Everything went right for 
Ernie. He hit great shot after 
great shot.” 

Els faces Mark Brooks in to- 
day's semi-finals after the 
USPGA champion beat Colin 
Montgomerie by one bole to 
end the borne interest. The 
European No 1 was two up af- 
ter 24 holes, but the American 
binJied seven of the last 11 boles 
to clinch the match. Holing 
from eight feet at the 35th put 
him one up, and doing similar- 
ly at the 36th, prevented the 
match going into extra holes as 
the rain and the night closed in 
equally fast. 

Had it not been for the 90- 
minute rain delay in the morn- 
ing, Vrjay Singh's match with 
Steve Jones would have been 
over with indecent haste. Singh 
won 9 and 8, not quite a record 
margin^ but the US Open 
champion received £40,000 for 
his 28-holes work. At ti?e 17th 
in the morning, Jones hit his 
drive out of bounds. When 
Singh, who went out of bounds 
with bis second against Phil 
Mickelson on Thursday, found 
the fairway off the tee, Jones 
conceded the hole. “1 wanted to 
watch the match in front It was 
much more interesting,” Jones 
said, referring to the Brooks- 
Monty encounter. 

In the afternoon, Jones bo- 
geyed the third and then Singh, 
m sparkling form, holed from 40 
feet for an eagle at the next on 
his way to winning four boles in 
a row. Singh plays Tom Lehman 
today, the Open champion over- 
coming fellow American Mark 
O'Meara 6 and 5. Singh and 
Tehman have unfinishe d busi- 
ness. In the President's Cup in 
1992, which the Americans won 
comfortably, they were dead- 
locked at the thud extra hole 
when they called it a day. 

TDYU1A WORLD MATCH PLAYCHAM’KM- 

smp (Wratwmlh) QwiMf IfciHr E Bs ISA) 

W S Stricter (US) l Ms M Brook* (US) M 
C Montgomene flG8) 1 hole; T Lehman (US) 
br M O'Meara (US) 6 and 5c S Jones (US) lost 
to V Singh (FIR) 9 and & Sw nHl Mta rime 
0830 and 1300 *H 0s (SA)vM Brooks (US); 
0845 and 1316 V Singh IR/J v *T Lehman 
(US). -denotes seated p layer 



Cohn Montgomerie chips to the north green timing Ms match with Mark Brooks yesterday Photograph: David Ashdown 


Blewett joins Middlesex 




Middlesex have signed die Aus- 
tralian all-rounder Greg Blew- 
ett as their overseas player for 
the next two seasons. 

The tall South Australian 
has been recruited as a replace- 
ment for the New Zealander 
Dion Nash, whose disastrous 
spefl with the county last season 
was punctuated with injury 
problems which restricted him 
to just one Championship 
match. 

Blewett, regarded as one of 
the outstanding prospects of 
Australian cricket after a mem- 
orable start to his Tfest career 
against England two years ago, 
would be unable to fulfill his 
contract next summer if he is 
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Crowd show 
displeasure 
with stones 

Cricket 

Paul Strang followed his maiden 
Test century yesterday with four 
wickets to put Zimbabwe well 
on top on the second day of the 
First Test against Pakistan in 
Sheikhupura. 

When bad light slopped play, 
the home side were 189 for 6 in 
J reply to Zimbabwe's 375 after an 

eventful day during which spec- 
tators stoned their own side. 

The fans, angered by Paki- 
stan's failure to dismiss the 
tourists in the first session, pelted 
fielders with stones, and al- 
though no one was hurt lunch 
was taken five minutes early. 

Zimbabwe, 240 for 6, over- 
night, reached their impressive 
total through centuries from 
opener Grant Flower (110) and 
Strang (106 not out), who ex- 
tendi their partnership to 131. 

The tourists were bowled out 
in the third over after lunch 
when Shahid Nazir, making his 
debut, howled Henry Olonga to 
finish with 5 for53 off 22.4 overs. 

For Pakistan, Saeed Anwar 
and Salim Malik, coming to- 
gether at 91 for 3, added 51 for 
the fourth wickcl before Strang 
broke the stand, luring Saeed 
out of his crease to be stumped 
by Andy Flower. 

After removing Azam Khan, 
another Test newcomer, for 14, 

Strang claimed Salim as his 
fourth victim, bowfipg him round 
W the kgs as he tried to sweep. 

• The off-spinner Andrew 
Whlttal disposed of Shadab 
Kabir for two, while Henry 
Olonga trapped Ijaz Ahmad Ibw 
for nine. 

SeDMtf day: JSmoabu» won «*s 
ZMMBAawe -Ant famine* 
I0uwn(ni240inr6) . tin 

G w Flawy c £ut> 8. Sa^ain,. 

p A Strang not out — - 1 „ 

a wtmamwb Stated — -5“ 

BC Strang a SadMn. 

HROttwb Shahid...-. 

bl6 nta vti 

7 273 8-374 9-361. "~V 

Wamm Atom 28-9-58-1 fntfl); 
Waqsr Vourt* 25-3-900 W>4); Sacfai 
Mushtao 33-3-127-3, SuWW 
22.4-3-53-5 (rtj3,V(15AairtrSa«*&0-22H3. 
PAKISTAN - JFtrat hanhtfi . 

Sk«> Armar st A Flewr b P A S&ang —31 

AawSDftarfc A flower bPAStmW ** 

SftadaO Kobir c HdUgjiton b AVMW — — 
teu Ahmad Bw b s 

S3ttmMahkbPABl»WB. — 53 


Tobri 

Fad 


Azwn Khan Bw/bPAStrang 

(Main Kftffll notoert 


...3 


N* 


IWW nmol iww ...... — 

•Vtote Aknvn not out 5 

Edna Idl KM»3 *D sai 

nw««O0>CB fr(W4-i WUwH?6S88ne 
frZ-tSHOE A Wbmal P 8JW 

1 7-2-SS-4 |nbl);G WtfWl 8- 0-190 ("bi l- 
' D OroWUSA) ana Ha**. 


American Football 

Gay 34 Seattle 1& 


Athletics 

Delegates at the Wtorttf Conference on 
Women and Spot .in .Lausanne, or- 
ganised by the international Olympic 
Committee and attended bymorethan 
220 officials from 96 countries, yea- 
terfaycafed for an end to sex tests dur- 
ing the Olyr^ Games, containing that 
only female athletes were subjected to 
the era ml nations. Under IOC rules, an 
female athletes are required to under- 
go »nder screening tests before com- 
peting in the Olympics. 

Baseball 

NATIONAL LEAGUE CHAMPUNSHP: Attmffl 
15 St Louts 0 (ADants wtn bast-atseven se- 
rles4-aj. 

Commonwealth Games 

Melbourne, venue of the Olympic 
Games In 1956, was yesterday named 
as Austria's canad^BW host the Com- 
monwMtth Games In 2006. Australia's 

second largest city beat Brisbane, the 
0962 venue, and Darwin for the can- 
didacy. 

Cricket 

Australia have left the opening batsman 
Michael Slater and the leg-spinner Pe- 
ter McIntyre out of the team who tost 
test week's Test to India for their first, 
match in the Titan Cup than prior se- 
nes against South Africa in Indore to- 
day. The aft- rounder Stuart Law and the 
paceman Jason GWespie replace Dm 
m the 50-overs game. 

Equestrianism 

MONTERREY INTERNA TIONAL HORSE 

sisi 

IS SHHtSS&Sg 

B«t Britow B to Cup CB BWnracnnJC^S 
fault m 1st round: n Or annuBdi (J 
art 4 tails to 1st round. HrthMy tanPrfe*; 
1 Argtitti B4»nuti (0 Bsetei; G{g ctear. 

34.81; 2 Calando (C Kapp te. US) d eer, 
38/42: 3 VWng OU TBard (H Gtrtgjion, Fr) 
dear. 3951. 

FoothaH 

FA CMUMG PREMIERSHIP Ratal* 
ahanewRTM 3 Oms MWdtasbnwgiv 
Letqg ter CUy fm oyd from S at 14 0ed. 

« Dec: Araernl v SouBwwjwi at 14 

Deck Wfi» Hem v a*bw VBa ffiomSat M 

Dec). Mon W Itee v&Mon (fiomar 

24 DOC). 70*17 

est (Dwn Sat 14 Dec). Wod u«« 

shaWeto WBfcraaday V 

vtMucccRS: jon Tortolano ffonartfl rt- 

befrran to f altak firdedWBiIfertStoraftj 

ftarwanO PeteTOoroug to Nog jfogk- 


Golf 

; Joae-Maria Otazabal. 30, vrtio has not 
played in competition for more than a 
year because of arthritis in both feet, 
hopes to be ft to return tothe Euro- 
pean Tour early next yeac he fe follow- 

ing a dally propamrrw of eoorcfces and 
physJother&py. 

WALT nSNEY WORLD CLASSIC (Late Bu*- 
m VMb. FH Laadne IbsHwaal acoas (U* 

■ hi): ea S i 


chosen for the Ashes tour, but 
at present he is well down the 
rankings of Australian bats- 
men following the emergence of 
Ricky Printing, Stuart Law and 
Michael Bevan. 

Middlesex seem uncon- 
cerned about the possible con- 
flict of interests. “We are 
confident Blewett will provide 
a major boost to our early 
order batting and a useful 
addition to the bowling ranks as 
a seamer,” a spokesman said 
yesterday. 

Blewett scored an unbeaten 
102 on his Tfest debut against 
England at Adelaide on the 
1994/95 Ashes tour and fol- 
lowed that 14) with 115 at Perth. 

He has added a further three 
centuries to his tally since that 
remarkable start 


Snooker 

The much-delayed dtariplInBry hearing 
Into Ale* mggns‘ sfcgsJ behaviour dir- 
Irg the. international Open and Embessy 
World Championship quafflying com- 
petitions In Jararay has again been ad- 
journed by the World Professional 
Ba fads and Snooker Assoc ia tion at the 
player's request. 


Problems for Havant 


Hockey 


BILL COLWILL 

Havant and Hounslow, both for- 
mer National League champi- 
ons now nestling at the bottom 
of the Division, need to reverse 
the trend of recent games if they 
are to stand a chance of staying 
in the Premier Division. It will 
not be easy for either side. 

Havant, without a point, trav- 
el to East Grmstead, who will 
be riding high as a resuh of their 
victory over the champions, 
Cannock, last weekend, while 
Hounslow travel to Cannock. 

Hounslow wfll draw some 
comfort from the return of their 
five Welsh in terna tio nals from 
the Wbrid Ctm preliminary tour- 
nament in Sardinia, but will 


need to tighten their leaking de- 
fence if they are to stop the strong 
a ttacking flair of the Midland 
side, who will also welcome back 
their three Welsh players. 

Bob Crutchley, the former 
Hounslow striker who has al- 
ready scored II goals in four 
-outings, is likely to ensure that 
Cannock keep ig> their challenge 
for a second successive title. 

The current leaden. Old 
Loughtonians, at home to Sur- 
biton, have their Scottish trio 
back, but are expected to con- 
tinue with Howie Ford in goal 
at the expense of Alasdair 
Seaton. Bill Williams is missing 
with a broken thumb and ab- 
sent again wfll be Julian Halls, 
Surbiton’s Tom Sexton and Si- 
mon Tinkler are still on the in- 
jured list 


Henman holds 
off Ferreira 


Tennis 


Ton Henman, the British No I, 
wfll play Germany’s David Pri- 
nosfl in the semi-finals of the 
Czech Indoor tournament in 
Ostrava today. 

He gained another superb 
victory when he beat the world 
No 7. Wayne Ferreira of South 
Africa, 6-1, 6-3 in yesterday's 
quarter-finals while Prindsil 
beat the American Todd Mar- 
tin 7-6 7-6. 

It was the sixth lime this year 
that Oxford-bom Henman, now 
based in London, has reached 
the semi-final of an ATP Tour 
event and he is certain to im- 
prove his world ranking of 26 
when the next list is issued on 
Monday. 

Apart from reaching the 
quarter-finals at Wimbledon 
and the last 1 6 at the US Open, 
Henman reached the semi-finals 
of the Shanghai tournament in 
January, in Rotterdam and 
Copenhagen in March, at Seoul 
in April and at Lyon in Sep- 
tember. 

Ferreira, ranked seventh in 


the world, never looked com- 
fortable against Henman, the 

more aggressive 0 f the two for 
most oflhc match. He failed to 
gain a single break point while 
tiie 22-ycar-old Briton broke 
serve late in both sets. 

Henman's win avenged his 
loss to the South African in 
Toronto earlier this year, and he 
said he had taken notes from 
that match on to court. 

“In Toronto, Ferreira was 
dictating the points - serving 
very well and hitting forehands 
very well - so today 1 tried to 
be very aggressive and, when 1 
had an opportunity, move for- 
ward.” Henman said. 

For Martin, defeat was es- 
pecially painful as he could 
have gained valuable ground on 
Ferreira in the race for the fi- 
nal spot at the ATP Tour 
championship in Hanover at the 
end of the season. 

The American is 199 points 
behind the South African. A 
semi-final place would have 
eaten 37 points out of that 
lead, while a place in the final 
would hove halved Ferreira's ad- 
vantage. 


Woodhall given 
food for thought 


Boxing 


Richie Woodhall will have his- 
tory on his side when he final- 
ly makes his long awaited 
attempt to win the World Box- 
ing Council world middleweight 
title in Maryland tonight. 

Woodhall, who won a world 
title eliminator in February Iasi 
year, faces the American 
champion, Keith Holmes, in the 
knowledge that the previous two 
title holders have both been 
beaten in their first defences. 

Julian Jackson was de- 
throned by Quincy Taylor, who 
subsequently lost the title to 
Holmes - who will now be 
making his first defence against 
Woodhall. 

Woodhall, who has never 
fought abroad before as a pro- 
fessional, accepts that tackling 
Holmes, a 6ft 2in southpaw, in 
what is effectively the champ- 
ion’s own backyard will not be 
easy. Holmes has been beaten 
just once in 29 fights with 19 of 
his victories inside the distance. 


The unbeaten former Euro- 
pean and Commonwealth 
champion said: “Waiting for 
the fight has been very difficult, 
but now that the chance is here 
I know that 1 cannot afford to 
let it slip by. I have seen Holmes 
fight on television and 1 don't 
think there is anything there for 
me to worry about, as he is more 
awkward than devastating. The 
only real problem could be his 
height, as he is a bit taller than 
me and has a longer reach. 

“The main worry has been 
trying to keep my weight down 
as they keep giving you so 
much food. But I weighed in at 
list 61b in the gym, so every- 
thing is on target." 

Chris Eubank ends his year- 
long retirement in Cairo 
tonight The 30-year-okl former 
super-middleweight world 
champion fights Argentina's 
Luis Dionisio Barrera at 12$t 
61b. in between the super and 
fight-heavyweight limits. 

■ Ken Jones's feature on theAIi 
v Frazier maty will appear next 
week 
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; Uwwy. F LJctttnr. 84 


J Stem. J teuton. «8 B Tfaiynn. R Few. 

0 Snctaon Jnr. G Kraft, J MoQwem. j Hans. 

L Noteon. 88 J SkMUar, 8 Hoch, M ttebart, R 

Black. KGBsonNUnastar.M Red, R Gams, 

D wstoorf J Purtar, D Martin, B % J CMr, 

B Kamm. Sri a cari : 88 F Atem (SA). H gasa- 

ta (Japai . « Sfafayttesl. J Para* (Swe). 

Cflray (Aua). 710 WWaon (&itf.GWM»{NZ>. 

QUEENSLAND OPEN . (Brisbane) iMtonK 

lacond-nHauf scores (Am udIms atated): 

132 G CMrwh 85 87. 18* S Ater (NQ 87 

SB: D Armstrong 68 68. 137 M IcnECNZ) 67 

70: L waste 68 68. 138 B HuM» 68 70: D 
Ecob 68 70. 138 S Conran 70 09; P Lome 


09 70; D Smal CNZ) 70 SB. 140 S Rotsnson 

69 71; J J West (US) 68 72: P Hartraun 70 

70; S Leaney 71 09; T EBott 70 70: W Smrth 
69 71: 0 PtxNch 72 68. 

LPGA WORLD CHAMPtONSKP OF WXF 

t S Kos) Lasing second«Qiaid mohm 

Mod): Use A SorensanuStrol 


WOMEN'S WORLD TEAM CHAMMONSMP 

MaM Jqn, Malay) MM: Austral* 

H New island 3-0; Enriand 3 Smith Afaca 

0 (C Jackman tx C NtWi 9-2 9-6 9-5; L Chnr- 

man bt C Venter 9-0 9-3 9-5; F Genes btA 

CMtan-Part® 9-7 9-5). 5Wi plan pl w -o fla : 

Germaiw 2 Scotland 1 (S Sdiona'MS Mao- 

fle 9-2 9-1 9-3; S Bsum HCWUdsfl 7-9 9- 

1 98 9* S Bariflf twin W MoMand 20 108 

S-a, Nslhadanda 2 Finland 1.91b plan pby 

oSto Bara 2 USA 1, Cmda 2 1. 13tb 

ptera ptmf o ffc Ssam 2 Ireland! [N Meneu 
OtAMcAidl0O-B9-3 7-0 9-6 9-0; ESadobt 

L Ftanacsn 90 9-7 93; E Sanctez lost to 0 


J HnJBSft stated). : . 

86 6G; Paik Se-rt (S Kori 68 67. 138 J Ged- 

das 69 69; V Sterner 67 71. 139 H Affteda- 
m (tern) 71 ea 140 E Nein 66 74; M Mans 


74 66; K Tscheanr 71 69. 141 R Jonoa 73 

6ai44AHesfwroroUBpan) 71 73; BMucha 

73 71. 348 B. Bunco 73 73; M McGam 73 

73: P Braiw 74 72. 

HOVOIEL PER RI ER M» EVENT gtor- 


bd MdlbunHwt) (GBand kautleess 

125 J Umas AS Bctsmiey 63 62. 129 P VM- 

mn 4 R Bums 61 68. 131 J Span AM 

Motiand 64 67. 332 R Btsod AD Cooper 65 

67; R Dans APOttotey (Aus) 65 67: W We» 

w (SA) A M MKtensr 64 6& 133 P tawrle 

& S McAlBstar 66 68; P Brodua A J Mo 

Fartane 85 63; P.Ealu A R Clj^r Sl 72. 


aas’agwSagiTg 

Ssssi 

gssaiffig 

iStovenl 0 ^ 

»gaMB8gSSraa 

iieiKSbna 


1346nct«MaiAAOUcofn68 

(Sm) A F Tamaud (R) 86 68; C Potow A M 

p-mdanea (R) 65 69; W RUay (An) A iC Ma- 
son 65 09: C Owasr A A lebouc (Ft) 60 74. 
UAMRAND IWAL TOURNAMENT (Quinta do 

Pom, nr Usbo^ Pb* MB F ArriMsaen itenj 
67 68. 138 M HBZalden lEng) 68 87. 137 B 

Doris (End mint V 67 res 

Scam 00 70 87. 138 i Gamut! {&*) G7 71s 

RJacqueln (PO 70 88. 139 G Owen (EnR) 70 

BaRThv*# tDwO 67 72. 

Hockey 

WOMENS WORLD CUP PRSJMWARrTOUB- 

NAMENT (Port of Spain) Pool Jb Jamaica 0 

Inria 2; TCnldad A Tobago 0 Scotland 6. Pool 

te Cuts 1 Ban 3: Japan 1 New Zealand 4. 

Ice Hockey 

Wflj BuflMo 4 PltBburgfrl; KantordaNYIS' 
ti tro An0dw 4 Boston 2. 

a. — M— j 

MOtOrejIiBllg 

MISniAllAN ORAND PMC (Eastern tank, 

SMlDM tamomwr) Law** tfcnM (altar fln 

«0ftn«Maafaitri- BOOaK 1 A OMBe (Sp) 
Honda lmln . 30.478o«c (156370kph. 
97.1^inph): 2. M Dooh»Tj^a)H^9 
liHQJSBB! a L CSdtfoB TO Honda 

4 T Oteda (Japan} Honda 1^30^58: 5 L 

Catanfa TO Yamaha VSU9U f KHofata 
jnr (US) varoarai 1j31.302: 7 N A ba (J apan) 
yamsha 1314JS: B C-CMN (Stt 

V32.TT3; tO JOT* i £) Hog; 


ftandi 1-a 5-<ft; Hong ter« 2 Denma* l. lMi 

j teca gfay-fsCteo Mafaysla 2 My 1; BrazE 2 

Table fennls 

Maohew Syed. of Reacbig, and Lisa Lo- 
mas, a Luton, teve retabed tfieirtop 
i in the Englartd rankings. Saycd 
i a lead of 79 points over Chen 
Xinhua, who has reamed to China. Eng- 
land’s most promising teenager, Nico- 
la Deaton, of Chesterfield, has moved 
up a place to No 4, her htetest posi- 
tion. Linda RadfonJ. from Essax. con- 
stetentJy owrtooked by the Entfand 
selectors, retains sixfli place. 

Tunis 

CZECH MEN'S OPEN (Ostrava) Qaartaf-#- 
nab T Henman (08) M W Ferrate (SA) 8-4 

6- 3; D Prtnosa IGat) » T htedn (US) 7-6 

7- 6; M Danttn (CS Rep) W M SriBh (Gw) 5-7 
6-4 6-4’ 

TOULOUSE NEWS SRAM) PRDC Socond 

round: M Rtos (Cnde) bt L Roux (R) 6-2 6-2. 

faWtedii M larsaon (9wrt hi B Katecher 

tS) 6-1 7^8; M PWfopouBBts (Aus) bt H Aiszi 

(Moro) 6-4 3-6 7-6- . 

MARLBORO MBPS CHAMPIONSHIPS (Honf 


QaarianBaateS 

2-€M7-€;AJ 


Btack. ^ortonan. R Rsneberg (US) 
(BJuo 0OUPJ. P Rater (Aus) (Red group). 

EUROPEAN WOMEN'S INDOOR TOURNA- 

MBiTCZtaMOQssstapesslRJ Novotna (Cz 

Rflt»DtjCapnau(US)&4&-7; iMajoifcroa) 
In B Schidtz-McCantiy (Nath) 6-3 r-6. 

NOKIA WOMENS OPEN (PMdte) QoartM^fr 

iteK T tanasMBRi (ThaS bt LlWd (USt 6-4 B- 

-4: Chen U tnoMY BasuM (Indor) 6-2 B-2: S 

iftstod (FH bcM Endo (Japan) 6-2 4-6 7-5: fans 

:*• MJg fw t* N KpnUB iJSfW# B-3 6-4. 

TEXACO WOMEN'S CHUl^WER (OnUffl 

; S Smith (G8) HE Warner (Go) 

t Sslot (Fr) fat D CHadkois (Cz 

M 5-7 B-4 S-4; 0 BarabasriAtM (Bstt tt 

CTbncns (te) 92 5-2 rac W Piotat. (Gad be 

PtenetNapRspjuA. 

MIN CHAMPIONS TOUMAUENT (Mhk 
nestaato Rest maid: YNotfifR) KRTanrar 
US) 94 92 P RstnlnB (US) tt. G Wra (Alg 

9492 QnartaPflBBlt: B Sots (SwejbiHefn- 

tngU-4 6-4: J Krtt*(US)bt M PuRd (US) 3- 
6 7-6 7-5. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


mi fftri Hmda l^M.048. ■»•*««*■ 1 H AoU 

SSmsssksk 

^SSSS^SfS^ 

ate (Japan) Honda 1^17.874. 

Rugby League 

Attest 

-s^sse»n» 

BMK Wte= D Bate. Hurt* Soalt: Stted. 
raw^tJ^Nw'»* anil3SaB “ aftB,n 

Undar-19 14. 


Dumber ,of ,PBter 
Shtfton' . remains short of 
11,000 Rxrtball tea^je; aj>-' 
•fjeawBiees.. Thei47 : yMMiftJ 
(ookedset to ptey at least two 
jfamesibr Canibrkige United, 
but West Ham. summoned him 
bsidc'fo Upton Parkyesterday. 
dueYo'an injury crisis. ,, 



We’ll go 
on listening 
even when 
you can’t go 
on talking. 


The Samaritans. 


A Reg^tnad Ottriqr teided wotunaiy donations. 


Every year ax The Samaritans we 
receive over a million totally silent phone 
ralfc. For whatever reason, the carters can't 
begin to tell us whatk troubling them. 

Equally, callers who do start may be 
unable to go on - many hang up halfway 
through a conversation, or simply go quiet. 

Whh all of these callers, though, we 
have one golden rule: we never stop 
listening. We won’t be die ones to 
hang up or say goodbye. 

Our number's in die phone book, or 
you ran rail our new national number on 
0345 90 90 90. Eve 17 call is confidential 
Even if you can’t talk well listen. 


ImpJAMM* compuSnfc. cojM-aiwmrertMMftoisf 
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sport 


Kiwis revel 
in Morley’s 
misfortune 


Rugby league 

DAVE HADFIELD 

reports from Ericsson Stadium, 

Auckland 

New Zealand 17 

Great Britain 12 


If (here ever were any doubts 
that sport can be a cruel way to 
earn a living, they would have 
been dispelled by the look on 
the face of Adrian Morley 

The 19-year-old Leeds for- 
ward know; better than anyone 
that it was his absence in the sin- 
bin in the last 10 minutes of a 
thrilling first Test here yesterday 
that lost the match. 

Morley had only been on the 
field for five minutes as a sub- 
stitute brought on to supply a 
fresh pair of legs when the 
Australian referee. Bill Harri- 
gan. spotted him holding down 
Sean Hoppe in a tackle. 

Ha nig an had shown consid- 
erable patience towards similar 
transgressions from both sides, 
but this time he told Morley 
to spend the last 10 minutes 
elsewhere. 

At that stage Great Britain 
were deservedly leading 12-4, 
having taken their chances and 
defended heroically. 

“But you can't win Test 
matches a man short, especially 
in those final minutes." said a 
bitterly disappointed British 
coach, Phil Larder. 

“If we'd had 13 men out 
there, we would have stopped 
them scoring one try, let 
alone two. It made all the 
difference.” 

Morley himself was a dis- 
consolate figure. Tm devas- 
tated,” be said. “This was the 
worst moment of my life. I 
couldn't believe he was sin- 
binning me, because 1 thought 
it was no worse than any other 
offeoce all game. 

“I came straight off the pitch 
because 1 was so upset and I 
only knew what had happened 
from the roars." 

Those roars, from the New 
Zealanders in a disappointing 
9,000 crowd, were ones of relief 
and they started to gather 
volume almost as soon as Mor- 
ley had disappeared down the 
tunnel. 

The British defence, already 
forced into a reshuffle by the de- 
parture of the concussed Stuart 
Spruce, survived only a minute 
before it was breached for the 


first time in the match, John 
Timu taking Gene Ngamu’s 
pass, cutting back inside 
Bobbie Goul ding's tackle and 
dissecting Kleron Cunningham 
and Chns Joynt on his way to 
the line. Kris Radiinski, moved 
back to cover for Spruce’s ab- 
sence and already responsible 
for one magnificent try-saving 
tackle, could do nothing this 
time, and Matthew Ridge’s 
conversion put New Zealand 
just two points in arrears. 

Britain had little . time to re- 
group before Ruben Wiki's run 
forced them back once more. 
Ridge was stopped on die line, 
but Tony Iro and Grant Young 
kept the ball alive and Ngamu’s 
pass again found Timu. . 

The former All Black once 
more had work to do to get to 
the line, but he found a route 
between Cunningham and Alan 
Hunte and the game was 
snatched away. Ridge’s con- 
version and last minute drop 
goal to equal New Zealand’s 
points-scoring record merely 
rubbing in the harsh reality. 

It was a bitter ending that 
Great Britain did not deserve. 
Unrated in New Zealand as 
they went into this game, they 
did everything right for 70 min- 
utes and showed that there is 
the ability in the squad to win 
this Test series. 

They had to soak up a fierce 
Kiwi opening assault and they 
did so superbly, limiting them 
to just a Ridge penalty. Al- 
though Larder was reluctant to 
single out individuals, the efforts 
of Paul Broadbent and, playing 
on his home ground, Denis 
Betts always stood out as some- 
thing exceptional 

It was a while before the 
tourists could find their at- 
tacking thrust, but when they 
did so the reward was virtually 
immediate. 

Daryi Powell was stopped on 
the line by a crunching tackle 
from Steve Kearney and might 
have conceded a penalty for Ms 
reaction, instead. Hamgan 
allowed play to gp on and 
Goul ding's cross kick, produc- 
tive abroad as well as at home, 
flew perfectly for Hunte to rise 
above Richard Barnett's and 
score. 

An encouraging position be- 
came even better when Joynt 
managed to get a pass away as 
he fell, and Goul ding and 
Radiinski moved the ball to 
Betts. 



Great Britain's Kris Radfinski is outjumped by Richard Barnett 


Photograph: Allsport 


The former Wigan second- 
row has had his critics in Auck- 
land, so there was perhaps an 
extra determination in the way 
he spun through two tackles to 
touch down and give Great 
Britain an eight-point lead at 
half-time. 

When Young was penalised 
for a tackle on Broadbent 
seven minutes after the break 
that eight became 10 - a lead 
that was protected by admirable 
defensive work from Hunte 
and Powell after Barnett had 
broken away. 

Radiinski held down Timu to 


concede two points but more 
than made up for that with his 
. tackle on Ridge. 

Great Britain deserved to 
hang on and it is bard to argue- 
against their contention that 
they would have done if not for 
Morley’s misfortune. 

It says much for the spirit in 
this squad, however, that to a 
man his team-mates had words 
of support and consolation for 
the distraught young player. 

It is jost a fact of sporting life 
that for the next few days those 
words wffl not seem to be worth 
very much. 


Nor Zontao* Wh Tam 2: Goal* Ridge 
4; Drop 03*ts RtigB- Qrmt Brftakr Ths* 
Bens, Hunts; Goal* Gouttng 2. 

NEW ZEALAND: Rfcfee (Marty; capo; 
Hoppe (Auckland), W acta n ore (Auddarefl, 
.Ttan (Canterbury), Barnett (CrcnuDa); 
Ngamo (Auckland), Jones (Auckland); 
{ (South Queensland), Bii (Auckland), 
i (Canberra), ko (Sydney Qty). Kanr- 
puiddand), Smith (South Sydney). 
EEs (Auckland), Vagans 
(AucMand). Wld (Cwtrena). Swann lAuck- 
tand). 

CHEAT BRnAlbSpiace (Bradford); tkatte 
(St Helens). Hnd Bn a M (Wigan), Powal 
(Kefertey). SufSvan (St Helens); Karri* 
(WMnprt. Gookfa* (St Helena); Broad- 
bent (Sheffield), Ctmrtnghara (St 
Melons). O'Connor (Wigan). Betts (Audi' 
land), Scuithorpe (Warrington). Fhrrefl 
(Wigan, capo. Substitutes: Joynt (St 
Helena). Senior (Shaffiefd), Moriey (Leeds). 
Referee: B Harrtgan (Ausoafca). ■ 


Neath have to 
negotiate gulf 



The trip from 
Neath to The 
Stoop Memorial 
Ground takes less 
than four hours, 
assuming the M4 behaves itself 
and the team coach steers clear 
of punctures. The problem for 
the Welsh champ ions is that in 
financial terms, they would 
need to hire a space shuttle to 
reach die planet inhabited by 
Harlequins. 

When the two sides meet m 
Pool Cof the Hexneken Euro- 
jp today, the playing 
Id will be about as level as the 


it is no reflection on the 
grodndstaff at Hie Stoop, but 
a comment on the harsh eco- 
nomic realities of a sport in its 
professional infancy. While the 
bond traders, stockbrokers and 
foil-time rugby’ players of Quins 
will be fed, watered and 
properly rested when they re- 
new their challenge for Conti- 
nental glazy, spare a thought for 
PC Chris Higgs, the Neath 
w mg^ whn finished hk night shift 
at six this morning and is due 
back on duty at six tonight. 

Never was the gulf between 
well-heeled clubs like . Harle- 
quins, sitting pretty astride a 
multi-million pound sponsor- 
ship package, and those like 
Neath more graphically -xUias- 
trated than during the summer, 
when the Londoners went re- 
cruiting with their cheque book 
at the ready. 

Gareth Llewellyn and his 
brother Gtyn, both Weltii in- 
ternational locks and the back- 
bone of Neath’s title-winning 
side last season, were high on 
the shopping lisL 


Chris Hewett on 

today's latest 
round of Heineken 
Cup encounters 

As Daiyll Jones, now in his 
second year as coach at The 
GnoD, put it “\*fe weren’t in the 
race. W5 would have loved to 
have kept both of them, but there 
was no point even trying to pre- 
tend that they would benefit 
from staying. 

“As an exercise in pure eco- 
nomics, it was completely 
■a roightfo rwartL They were leav- 
ing to better themselves finan- 
cially, and, in all probability, as 
rugby players' toobecause when 
you look at the Quins side, it is 
very impressive indeed. There's 
no animosity at all; the 
Llewellyns departed with our 
best whiles and it's our job now 
to move things along without 
them.” . - ■ 

Easier said than done. The 
Welshmen have been so badly hit 
by injuries this season that they 
conceded 59 points to Bridgend 
and almost as many to Dunvant 
during a calami tous build-up to 
the . European tournament. 

When they towelled to Brive, the 
o utstanding French side, last 
weekend they fielded a 19-year- 
old at stand-off and an 18-year- 
old in the centre- ‘T'hey grew up 
pretty quickly, but not quite 
quickly enough,” said Jones, re- 
flecting on a 34-19 defeat. 

But Neath dosed ranks to 
struggle through against Cale- 
donia in midweek and with 
Steve Williams, their interna- 
tional flanker, mairing his first 
Euro appearance this afternoon 


alongside fclkm- Tcsl fb™.^^ 
JohnDavics oral Bony W iltauns. 
die Ucwellvn brothers may not 
have it all their own way- . 

Especially as Neath also in- 
tend to field the 6i't 8m Andrew 
Ketnbury in their second n»'. 
Kcrnbwy s injure problems haw 
been so frequent that he might 
have considered taking a 
mortgage on a treatment table, 
but he adds so much steel unu 
power to the puck that Jones bad 
no hesitation in naming him 
once his fitness was confirmed. 

Bridgend are poised to re- 
capture the Wales A standi*. 
Matthew Lewis from Wasps. 
Lewis, who left last season, couM 
sign a contract before todays 
European Conference match 
against Dinamo Bucharest, after 
the dubs agreed a transfer fee, 

Bath have been forced into a 
midfield reshuffle for their visit 
io Ftontvpridd because of injuries 
to Phil 'de Glanville. Hemy Paul 
and, most damaging!)', the in- 
form Jeremy Guseott. Adedavo < 
Adebayo moves inside from the ■ 
left wing to partner the inexpe- 
rienced Mall Perry. 

Cardiff also haw personnel 
problems for their rematch with 
the champions Toulouse in 
France. Jonathan Davies, who 
popped a rib cartilage during 
Wednesday night’s encounter 
with Munster, has not recovered 
so Lee Jarvis stops up. 

One player who is expected to 
play tomorrow is Martin Offiah, 
the’ Great Britain rugby league 
wing who signed for Second 
Division Bedford during the 
summer but has been sidelined 
by a toe injuiy. He has been 
named for a debut against 
Rotherham at GokHnglon Road. 


Becker restores German pride 


Equestrianism 


GENEVIEVE MURPHY 
reports from Monterrey, Mexico 

Otto Becker recorded the first 
German victory at this year’s 
Monterrey International Horse 
Show yesterday when he rode 
the 13-year-old mare Afgelith 
BeDenuit to win the Hobday Inn 
Prize at the Qub HippicolaSil- 
la. He defeated America's Chris 
Kappler on Coiandoby Lfilsec. 

There was no British rider in 
the contest and Hugo Simon, 
who had been in devastating 
form on the first two days of the 
meeting, also took the morning 
off. Having won with Apricot D 
on Wednesday, Simon had tak- 
en a daredevil gallop with ET to 


win Thursday’s big class for the 
Fond Intercontinental Cup. The 
54-year-old Austrian, who was 
first to go in the jump-off for the 
Ford prize, demolished his op- 
ponents before they had even 
entered the arena. Jos Lansink 
of the Netherlands made a spir- 
ited attempt to catch him on 
Visa Aldatus, finishing 1.44sec 
adrift fin* second place, with his 
compatriot Jan Tbps third on 
Operette la Sifla. 

The two most gifted German 
riders. Ludger Beerbaum and 
Franke Sloothaak, made mis- 
takes in responding to Simon's 
challenge, finishing fourth and 
fifth on Sprehe Rush On and 
San Patrignano Weihaiwej. 

. Sixth place went to Britain’s 
Gooff Billingtan, who missed the 


jump-off when exceeding the 
time by a split second in the open- 
ing round on It's Otto. “I lost time 
by going wide to the triple bur," 
BQlington said, referring to the 
12th of the 13 fences. “I w^jflf 
pleased with the way Olio 
jumped and it may not have been 
such a bad thing for him to miss 
doing another round.” 

Hugo Simon now has a seri- 
ous dilemma as to which of his 
two wonderful horses. Apricot 
D and ET he will ride in to- 
morrow’s Pulsar Grand Prix No 
other competitor, however, 
feels inclined to sympathise 
with the Austrian’s predica- 
ment after watching him lake 
two first prizes, plus one second 
and one third in his first four 
contests here. 


LONGCHAMP - tomorrow 

fo~ Ac| PMX DE LA FORET (Groiqi 1) colts & fDBes 7f Penalty 
value £65£76 

&O3I02 WMWG SMILE (Y AsafcwraJ T Clout 6 9-2t) SQuMotS 


313621 PfflSTlE CAT (ROWS Woods 1GB) fl 3-2. 


327114 GENERAL MONASH (M Fdey) C Lrfton-Part33 4 9-2 

26-6127 MESQUE’S SON (Nachas Fantfy) J Hammond 4 3-2 £ 

031288 SCAB (F Stfman) P Ccfe <G8) 49-2 


418832 A MAGICMAN (SHI Da0»efl) H Ste&jMtt (GBQ 4 9-2 
11387 BLACKWJOER (K AtaduBah) MZdber3 9-0 


.JR Woods 1 
J) Defame 7 
WhiwimU 
-TQidfln 6 


8 211-560 HAMWPOURV6a»wi)Adetto)«-Oujire334) — 
3 421115 RSMG COLOURS (N Pharaml p Demercastel 3 9-0- 
1013-3351 TAGULA (R & Seated! Hectare) I Baking 0GB) 3 9-0_ 

11 701382 SHAANXI [T YostOda) E LetoUCtw 4 8-13 

12 11261 ZARANNQA (A& Warn A da ftiyw-Oupre 3 8-11 


ASuborto 11 

LMMZ 

EABdtaS 

A Junk 10 

K Dertey 8 

□ Pe*Acr4 

fiUomS 


-UMatd- 

BETTOG FORECAST: 2-1 ffnwru d. 93 Tegda, 5-1 Z M i ito a Hwnbpoor (counted for 
betting pnpo« M ). 6-1 A Ongq p c ’a Son. 7-1 Matte Cat. 12-1 A Hagcrom, 14-1 Rising 
Catena. 16-1 Btadcwater. ha, 20-1 Wtoitag Smite. 3S4, General Mona* 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

HYPERION 

ZDO Napier Star 730 RobecGfcl 
aOOMta* The Beat 830 Hejghtti 
Of Fame 900 Qwefair Dancer 
930 People Direct 


100 HANDICAP (CLASS H £3^00 
added 3Y0 5f 

1 540 SONGSHET (37)099 7 DSteaeoqy(7)6 

2 030 9nmS|S)9t ISfadrtV 

3 100 UroBOSXPea94 JKboakn5B 

4 2W NVBtSBRMICqSlXWReanUV 

5 320 L«nrH3Ar(Z88J!apF)91 HD^lOH 

6 5D0RNMSBrH0PEG39O3.aMOdi8B 
r aoonAMNraczqnflujrartmiB 

6 03D A00IHpq812 BBrirtl 

9 SfflnHEEMCT)P)811IMiDeyer(5)2 

ID COO R6HMQ(227)811 AHMsi(3)12 

u 300 iraiaiBcoiamsu. 

12 CC5aiAMeH(20S)(CO)8ID fi Carter 4 

13 NKHnwnnMrcu)89— oiMai? 

-Udedand- 

BEime 3-1 N m I h —a r. 4-1 Itepter Star, W 

SboetteeLSlIWngiaiaUH^i, 

tM.NHdWeB^]MaH» 

130 CLABONG SOKES (PLASS R 
£3300 added 2Y0 6T 

1 233 BUMS UPH0R (I0)&5 _DHtow 4 

2 151 OONllWBU)NB(qa95JmW6 

3 00 WVERG(lFUNBt(U)90 jSWnerlO 

4 0C6 SOBS tUHl M) 9 0 NCtewta.8 

5 10&MPBWLGfflDSt(2I)nSUJFb«rel3 

6 63Qouucm{qonsi3J>Hfitea5v 

7 341 RCEKafitlW) R — PRdfcortS [5j 2 

s So jusriou (anas? r>w e r (7)7 
9 OSWOUIOON(UB)84AtaaeCoakSB 
K) 3J saECTworpaso ccaner(7)3 

11 034 HT OR KBS M711 R Mai (7)1 

12 330 arms RSK CM710 JHUteOv (7) 12 

13 344 H—BWatgg7mjiap^l|g 

EEnMS &2 W Or MBS, tUCaanader AMS 

Artloa.7.19iBEH$KS4.BMetlta«,IU K 
6ki 10-1 bapeUt GUe, 13-1 dBms 

SJOO HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4000 
added ST 

I 00 CWBTKCn£P)n5XKUUW())3V 
: (D2ftroEK:il«m«59QS5ntafi9 

3 410DCQAMl0(9q3912^— rarte4 

4 TO MUUGHMLUDttaQ3911-ECais6 

5 051 WMRKBB0mni691inasiBin9 

6 200SW0IHWSa{n)39iaftHainQ7 

? OOOLeSAUSGUE(7)496 SWUMortiS 

S 09) G0DSffi9’QS)(Q)697DWMtai2B 
9 045 NUMGHTOSI PQ 5 9 4 _J Rstwe 1 
ID 003 O DJ Cra i WV[HRP59J AQteawttB 

II 3T0 TO WM 173)^)59 4 BDcMiU 

12 4oo lasHogattanorwj MfcflS B 

13 042 BCU3*®aSAT(IflB593JTn*a2 

■ UdttM- 

BEnwe 3-i wtfeae Bos, 4-i Time, 
7-lCanw Ywgwr , M teff Then, 8-1 BctfArit- 
leenASBeeliAM, 10-lnaim 


GOING: SlandanL STALLS Inside. 
DBAWAWAiraua&HttiCriO InHt 

■ Fftresand, MMwti, net roosc. 

■ Ckuee Is nonh of die Imm cm dv A4tD. 
WnJwrtanpton Station Im. ADUISSON: 
CUiSlR;taiecsahS8(QAPinanbeesafI)|. 
mn»I(^S4);Vle<dngRcoute«£&S0h>- 
ifa jgjMKMJl rtLCttEMatte 
BUNKBCP FIRST TUB: 

rstaral TOO), Bed Easy (9J0). 

WWNERS IN LAST SEVEN DAXS: Nona. 

LONGIKSTANCB RUNNSBSc Fonafa- 

(8J0)nci81 niAesIvJJOTMIlhniSael- 

m Wood Bod ta Oumtirta. 


830 ZEUS HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
£4000 added lm 4f 

1 i20TreBnausaccKP4ixJ > itflbt98 

2 000 MSBJ5 14004)49 12 IMmaZ 

3 21SQUm0RNai2im5811IMA«aQX) 

4 SC0R]R2NR(14n499 DJMt(7)l 

5 201SHMKW169T LCbenoekT 

S 261 WWH0FBIHEWro597lt3W(335 

7 300 CWACASRE(LSm397 —S Carter 4 

8 120-KMWCH(373](Cq596NCBnntail2 

9 6QOCOOJEWHPA49S_AQ»«allB 

10 304 UMBflEIAfX4|393 I9sk9 

11 580IAFBIB BMIAg0) 390— RMM(3)8 

12 464 AUSPRS S TRESS fl3 )39(LS3*itas3 

BEmN0:72ShMLB2N|eftalJBLfriaawIt>- 
RU, 7-1 HngHkar RH, 84. CUM ML » 
lanEqnss, 10-1 la Pekftea, 12-1 aSwa 

900 S9JLMG STOKES (CLASS F) 
£3^00 added 2KJ fifes 3m 100yds 

1 120 SKM3NR DANCER {29(C) 6 12 

SWtath 9V 

2 aOOFOUT«ONM8I2 IfMnlO 

3 002 P»CBSOFieMS0812XDn4»llB 

4 AID M O H B TIB g (14)812— It C—w M7 

5 05 BOrttWlE 03)87 TSpo*ea 

6 000 HyOOHN10nOCtaS7JHIarinSB 

7 SO HBSSTHRSM87 BBartHlB 

8 330MJMtEWBSB87JP»aHfB4 

9 050ROnLnUEIIE(iq87 OEABP33 

10 SWHA6T MUM40IS 

11 63 wnMMUH(IBI)87J>MeaAi(7)2 

12 5DTYC00NTHAtM)S7 RM*n(7]l 

13 0Q2 VTOMreNE(iq87_^GPteM(9)12B 

-33dBdnd- 

BmiCi53Mnaflnta43ian«MrDBnBs; 
MVe«fa*5-lS»jwfya;lM «tm 

930 HANDICAP (CLASS F) £3^00 
added lm lOOyds 


1 /005-WmiBZan81DO_AQ*BH5 

2 6anWOCTSpt6Q5913-SSmtasll 

3 613 FE0nE«SX(42)pA3911JF^l8 

4 083 SWRW>BBM«BD|M9Cfc*«* 

5 040 00W«fUWM399_JftM»13 

6 550 u w rtn oHMwnssajcAeMMaTO 

7 500 AHSKC17) R898 SMTOnOlS 

s is/usiKiaaer<e)n396J»rtBT 

9 GEO REDR0Srr(32)ffJ)396 NDqrlB 

ID 233JW6USMCCOAIIFB396 J€»2 

U 144 M0HlUHMaaO696J»Ifc«biB3 

12 040lHNH0RMG(13)396 SIHfl 

13 000 a »BWai qS83S3A»Ueamtt 

-13dnM- 

BEmttSaitaftJWaLMMstasItodHtSl 

Feqpfei Chrt M Aoffia U&Mb+n-l 


Tagula leads British raid oh Prix de la Foret 


French 2,000 Guineas third 
Tagula heads Britain’s chal- 
lenge for the Group One Prix 
de la Foret at Longchamp to- 
morrow. Ian Balding has 
booked Kevin Dailey to nde the 
colt, who tries to give Britain 
their first victoty in this event 
since Wolfhound in 1992. 

He is joined by the Sean 
Woods-trained Mistie Cat 
(Wendy 11 Woods), a Group 
One winner in Milan last time 
out, and Paul Cole’s Inzar 


(Richard Quinn), who was third 
in this race last year. Shaanxi, 
Zarannda and Miesque’s Son 
look the pick of the home team. 

In the Group Two Grand Prix 
du Conseil de Paris, John Gos- 
den runs Annaba (Frankie Det- 
tori) after her Group Three 
success on Arc weekend. 

Clive Brittain runs Punish- 
ment (Brett Doyle) in the raile- 
and-a-half event, in which 
Percutant, PoHglote and Run- 
ning Flame look the dangers. 


Five British runners bid for 
the Group One Gran Critorium, 
Italy’s biggest two-year-old race, 
in Milan tomorrow. The quin- 
tet are the Michael Stoute’s Fur- 
ther Outlook (Keren Fallon), 
Kevin McAuliffe’s General 
Song (Richard Hughes), John 
Dunlop’s Hello (Fernando 
Jovine), Michael Bell’s Ivan 
Luis (Michael Roberts) and 
Peter Chapple-Hyam’s Panama 
City (John Reid). 

The Irish filly Family Tradi- 


tion, third in the Prix -Marcel 
Boussac on Arc day. looks the 
one to beat in the mfle contesL 
Lord Huntingdon sends 
Mongol Warrior (David Harri- 
son) for the Group Three Pceis 
der Spieibanken des Landes 
Nordrhein-Westfalen in Dus- 
seldorf tomorrow. 

■ The St Legpr winner Shan- 
tou will run in the Breeders' 
Cup Tlirf at Woodbine next 
Saturday in preference to the 
Prix Royai-Oak. 




CESAREVVITCH HANDICAP - 10-YEAR-TALE 


x"V. ' "-‘’ -.. ±98# 87 


l-n 


Wfc»W>i*» ptace >Ab«tOpg O 


& Dt 


90 

_2_ 

"2 


91 

18 


92 

1 


93 

4 


14. 


2co 


20-l fe03. 6-1 15-2 5-1 12-1 35-1 11-1 


|PR«rt(sWto£ietaJiK 


■fOSa Swoait PtevoarttM -Z0.1S '■ 


<rfrt nii a w |>tegwll«t2Morarfln>Mti 


: 60 % 


Vftwn VWaa&Croo s-1 (1S921 


|r=»)i-tav.tfo— co-lbv 


a AuAttpo 50-1 (U»n 


jefto taioacto wmrts'faee more than once r tea pea in yaws. 


119901 ‘ 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Royal CeSdb (Newmarket L45) 
NB: Bolshoi (Newmarket 335) 




HYPERION 

2J5 Zk^ar Z55 Pickens 3-25 Stately Home 
4 j 00 Make A Stand 435 GarrykMgh 5-05 Mr 
Strong 6ale 5-40 Blaze Of Oak 


GOING: Good (Good <o FTcra la places). 

■ Left-hand course wtlh 200yd nm-tn. 

■ Course is soutb-«nes of Suatford-on-Avoo oo A439. Stanfixd 
suum b mile vqr. ADMISSION: TanesalleSS; Course S4. GAS 
PARK: aside course 12, reminder free. 





HliNKSBED WaST TOCfc None. WINNSkS IN LAST SEVEN 
DAIS: Northern Opbmln (3-25) von at Worcester las Satur- 
day. LONG DISTANCE RCNNEKJk DsDy Boy (4A0) A Silly 
Moo «7 (0.40) hss been sera 1 89 ndles Ly T Easurty from Great 
Hsfaton bn North Yoricshkrc. 


2.25 


SHOTTERY LADY HDBtS HXAP HUVH£ 
(CLASS F) £8QOO added 2m llOyds 


RICHARDSONS SELLING HURDLE (CLASS 
GO £3£00 added 2m 110yds 

1 040WP SANDRO (33) Us L B dmv 7 12 E KCUa(7)B 

2 343S6R<- Cava0FBAnMSf9)(Dg60K7U12 MrPflaa 

3 S31P26 SHUKOBJJertniSUS KTE««(7) 

4 01 SHUTTLECOCK (IB MteNUacautey 5 11 5 

5 OOPO-P2 WKETHE CROON (87) (CffiR IM611S 

6 0PW6-5 AMESiauCX (9) 8 Msce 6 10 12 

7 0ASWK QUCB) A FQAteS 5 10 12 

8 0380 HAIIA RHBI (USA) PS) P Oattn 6 10 12 . 

9 U0FFP- HONKETS WDOHfi (179) H Kamft 5 10 12 Sta 

10 BUBALRHAUASWWS1012 TJMcnhy 

11 24055U- THEYDQ) PfBDE (146) K CUBtu* 7 10 12 __D Wd (8) 

12 S>8&0 TOBOT EXAMPLE (14 8 Cantxn> 5 10 12 — (teytivil 

13 045-253 PKXBK{USA)(Ul)NTIMr41011. 

14- OP- RAHBSTSUMMEQSO) ASBBBB4101 

15 43 SORSKV|9Q)BQjUy410U- 

16 429V-2 MBITVEW(«l)iVnB71Q7 — SRI 

17 3F PTOTET QOW O«007« 6 10 7 VSMtBy 

18 eRlFFNSSRLPMDOnqr4106 S^«(5) 

-Udedarad- 

BEIT1TO; 4-1 MMy Vta. ShsHMcock, S-lTUcs Ttas aoea, 6-1 Mans, 
8-1 Shaflk. 10J. ^fteMsy Owm, TI w i T Osmifa, 14-1 oOwk* 


ZTIOl VMUiAMWL HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
Z21Z1] C) £5^00 added 2m 3f 


01Ur MAKE A STM«) (145) M Pipe 5 11 10 

zusisif snMErvMiEri«i3)(qjJnvs6ii9- 

3P100 REAaaeSQUE (USA) (14) PTAipf^i 4 11 5 
215224- DAUYBOir(Ul) TEBRBtyAll 1 

311- BARP0n>SOWBSa4(2O7)IRBn8haM41O13 

ROa«2- RAFTERS (S7) J Seder 7 10 10 TJ 

0523440 SOMORE (7} (qWO«r 10 100 SWyi 



2QP053- JHALfflEagT^ABmaeBUn- 


6- uraajgiB)^»T faster 6 110 

Mamucrm Mines uo 

0- MR STROMS GALE (238) P Metals 5 11 Q_ 
2 ROSJEEN BRDfiE (83) C Weotn 5 11 0 
48080- DWtS BADGE (366) C Mam 5 110. 


Jk R nntaon (7) 
JARBnit 


PWde 


MntiunwegciBx. TnjehBricBfirHlft:Sainue9ai2£L 
BETmOc 7-4 IMe A Stead, 7-2 Stamjr Ve9ay,4-2 DoBjr Boy, S-1 B»- 
tort So^erMfe 7-1 IK edeii nn e , 8-1 Mg 83-1 Seymore - 


AQC| A. HP. WOMBOURNE HANDICAP CHASE 
'(CLASS O £2JOOC added 2m 5f Ufiyds 


UB50U- ■ASERBOS)OH(lS9nRHbOdaEe81110. 

1W-13 (M) P .Bo«wi 9 11 B Al 

131221- LAHSrrSUWD(lS3!fflPMCflC*s71011 Pffide 

4F1113- SA»OlOUmg999(P)DGndaBB7107 UFOHt&) 


0508 GAUC MTLLiQM (17) Uss H Hn£ir 5 10 9 IFTMev 

WM JAB4CSJOYU4)GraemeRoe6109.....5h*itohaai[7) 

„ uiyi,ERU ^t5S« , sBafl)aawata S 51D9 E^ne 

18 60U4Q6- MRIY LE MOSS (1) R EcMey 7 10 9 JBdad Benas (5) 

17 WmECRE»MteMftedand410 7 BoyLfaH 

- 17 decianxl - 

BETTKQ: 8-1 W Strong Saie. Con Mr, 7-1 (Mwd.lMnin*, S-1 
DIM DecMoo, Minor Kay. 10-lothen 

(BASl JONES LANQWOOTRMMADENHU^ 
(CLASS E) £3fl00 added 2m IKJyds 


003100- WEaEBrqBa)(D)MBs«kxai711U)- 
223-554 REHCEfB)OT(Bf)J Jsivs8113. 


3-25 


151222 F«flFJAaB(W(C0!mGLMDt»6111 

02-5815 PEGASUS BAT H(D) OCWdan 5 10 13 Ms FI 

580613- SW UB60 QKR83l(15Bn ABau51D 12S0plfB IBdll £B| 
2UBOT- SanCSf0MV73|(|C0|GBBMB81QB-lmdaherB 

000-232 ZBCBAR (2) {PI I Sadty 4105 Mb P GMky (7) 

S 3POOOP QURXDB3snN(UffiJO^E5»rt5100— MseEJJaDes{7) 
-4«cM- 

UUm m wejgftc lOst Twe haHtse netfc Qdt* Oacbfon 8« 10B. 
BEime W Sea ffiegB Ctaffr, 3-1 Mr Of Jacks. 5-1 Rene. Papas 
Bay. Ztadbar, 8-lBMetar, 12-lotkacs 


CORSTQRPtfNE &WRKHT HCAP CHASE 
(CLASS D) £5,250 added 2m If 110yds 

111AO STnarHOME(9{CnPBOMen5120 AHa04re 

232133- «HAM»«aeMLg83)(qPMlitM101112^Piada 

2U1P-3 NEWMIL FRMCE (Z^ (BT) A SMiter 8 11 9 1 Bey 

035113 RAMSnwnP)(B3PHcjtte8115 GfajoejrH 

684-6F4 SH0DJOMI(Za)(D)ftlMnlnali)lO6 LWjer 

P073-31 H0RIHa«0nBIBr(7)(CD)BlMrn81O0_BtaRl 

500012- EAStaniMBCgORSfaraliaiDO-- R tenant 

-7dKteed- 

MMiun eetflC 10a. T)ue ftandfcgp w^as: MrtteM QpMs9st 12b Ea&- 
eniKdcMab 

BETTBtfe S-g lleateade Qotmd, 7-2 StBriy Bane, S-1 NnM Prince. 


F21-13F OKTAIt AMBLE (145 AD) Pflotts 7 10 5 DBddMter 

6 3P-131F- COeOY ROWg^ (p) Rte£ 12 100 RJotasoa 

-CdedHed- 

iMnra 10 b. Rue ftantfeap Oomotf flosd Bst St 

BEnWG: SG Gnjload^ 3-1 lany* Usd, 44 Kteae, Masttr Borin, B-l 
CDne^r Road. 8-1 OsrtMi And* 


“^OFOWtVSAJWJBod^EUS RJetaon 

5044. nMKfDOI£R|2M)Mnab9t5 5U6 BPawl 

486630- NAGARASOUW(lBaBPlEeoe5U5 AM 

0- RACWG TELESRAPR (37^ C Men 5 U 5 I FTMay 

2 SAMIA 5MAmy (BO) W A Hde 5 11 5 PHHe 

0000- suyMOEygaqTEBratv5ii5 j.w»r 

50SW SMART LORD (42) J Bcgey 5 11 5 _M BoMey 


5J05 


BARNSLEY ASSOCIATES NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS D) £4j000 added 2m Gf 110yds 


0- B FVTTTWO (303) L W0fc5 110. 
B OTM X UP MtteBttSllO- 


-BPoi 


(7) 


HarttMQ OpBteiet, M i 


w, 1H SMd John, Eerten I 


1 

3 050P4P- CARETS COTTAGE CBD Pfaete^ 6110. 

4 0056- C0mFUAR(UqK9B4sr6110 si 

5 0f5 3 WBCWT KOBO* (21 ) Ub M enla Jones 5110-0 By™ 

6 5W- 0MERTa»tE(721)CM*Tfaster6110^,, m _SMe 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 
S 

9 

10 
11 

13 233084 SAIWWWHAp^'&^to -Jll TIL JOtftart CM 

14 0(X» ROSEHALH^MaTWmamSUO cnnp.pi 

« 0- SUTE BRAIOV (234) IteHKfen 0 11 0 iteJUMn 

SI’S ? "**“* '• 0*. HRN RMr. tm « 

BoM. »4 RecfeKteMph. 12-1 IMa Sound. Sma Stesec 14.1 o» 


S- SMMi5IIET(N2}(20aCMannS li"5i!ll 
054®- TOW. ASSET (214)Afatas6U5 


J Raton 
7 Bey 


BRATO0N FOREST C Owe 4 U 4 L...W Hntoi 

023- BON H GOLD (328) T Casey 4 u 4 BBrtdMta 

RBAMUSA)HB*Je»4U4 


KELSO. 

HYPERION 

2XW Sde Of M 230 TT^rter Bucket 3 j 05 Adamat- 

ic 3M Over The^ Deef 4 JjO Field Of Vision 440 
Jonaem 


ZOO 


GOING: FIrra (Good 10 Ann In ptecce}. 

■ UndnUttng course with run-in of two ftirtonjp. 

■Beoecoune Is nonh of tom off BM61 . ADMISSION: Oib £10; 
TaOasaDslT (OAte£4,amBaparded under- 16e free). CiULPARS: 
Ftee. 


as 


BJieURGH AMAIHJR NOVCE HURDLE 
(CLASS Q £3j000 added 2m 6f 130yds 

1 0004BO- 1BBAR (488) Ifa J QooOfcfcs 7 11 7 Mr R Hate (S) 

2 61503P CNSMA«J4(248)VTtanwcn8U7_J»rM-Bwwoe3)B 

3 P632412- SHE OF ML (371) BttKtagRD11117itaFRabEao(7) 

4 1EKIB RA6W8117 MrARobecn(7) 

5 WEnMLiue>7U7 M-MHHte#fnnB 

6 8 ERKEAM>FMOUt(28}NHops5112_JlrAteriter(7} 

7 008 WUXBrnEWLDtl^ Dtatan 4110 -MteeS Castor (71 

-7decSared- 

8EIT»te7-4SWertW,li4Teeete,M«Mr 1 «-10vBn*eta,M 
Crece tad tem. 10-1 Wee fas, 154 Wa» In The Bid - 


fncl WEAMERBVSNOViCE HURDLE (CLASS D 
£3^)00 added 2m 110yds 

<13231- ADAmne (UamRNWl5U5 SIMuee(7) 

OfiV- CROQWAWi (1139) VTtarnpar 8 ID 12 Jir H TtooBMa 

00- FORBES (194)jHo«dMrsan51012 NMtam 

60064 ni7HEMARCm*5ESla*51D12: X Johnson 

4P62-4 MARBLE MAN fRQ M KBnvrOAd 6 10 12 DBedh* 

00560- PBSUASKWST (327)0 fata 510 12___JBuS 

B SGALDOMAW Mb L MaaM 5 10 12 N Beetle* 

BACHMCDER MarqR Waned 10 U 6CM(9 

F5 TlT*a6WBUES(iemMHPWlByai011___ m p)fcS 
'0 SUPBGUr (23) JBsrtw 41011 Allnwm 


4JL0 


ob TMEmnBinjarteeAiou 
wnoRusaoRAtai4iou. 


-BSeaagr 


-Fter 


BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Orcrwhehn TJ-00) and Field Of W- 
efan (4.10). 

WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN DAYS None. 

LONG-DISTANCE EDNNEBS: BOFal arena (4 .40) haft tmn sas 
307 miles tv P Hiatt Tram Hook Norton, Oaftadddrc: Frontier 
FHgta (4.40; sea 153 mihs by Mta LSVWafl from Colton, North 
Tarfeddre; Vain Prince (4.10) sera 146 miles hy N Tinldcr Tram 
Lengtan. Nonh Yarkshlre; Noaloa (4.10) sent 1 12 raOes by G M 
Koore Bom MSddtebam, North Tortetere; MarMeMiB (3X6) ok) 
Baa Da* Laine (340) sent 1 12 miles tv M Hammond from Cov- 
ertEiin, North VorVsrtnr; Flyawro Bines (3J0S) and Men Dancer 
(4.10) sem 111 miles by Mrs M Rnriejp from Ungdale, devotapd. 


2-30 


RANK H0V1S MLLERS BAKERY NOVICE 
CHASE (CLASS E) £4^100 added 3m If 
6134-11 TlQim BUDGET Ms HSqer 911 13 JIMptanir 

0Qfm<12 CALDBTS GSCNE MBsLfarB&6 1013 8CMM(3) 

OW3 IHMDMEBRDIEp0»S8BdkBB7101iJ»MfadMlBtTO 


BEnMeSSndtarBadeet. fcZCddert&Bie, S-lWHfc DMnd. 10-1 
KMcatdtee 8rid|B, 2tVl BrtgC Desdoy, 2S-1 Weedfert Stee 


352-333 MWEOlAMOfOeO) UtoLVftiB£l81013_Jlftit»V 
QB300P W00OfCn)GAI£(19S)Ma9LVaHtelB1013ATIten(ea 
000PO4 8RIGHrDESW(igJSalde5iaiO. 

- 6 ( 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 
ID 
11 

12 

13 230WM AMBtmiUr«Jltai7107_ 

1< UJMBACR LAW B LtacHgPn 6 10 7- 

15 54 1MM>B}(3qpMorB9n4106_ 

-lBdedamd- 

BEITWS: 5-2 Adamallc,9J Martte M*. frl T>«p«l, S-loBm 

I GREBWMITIC ALE TROPHY HANDICAP 

CHASE (CLASS D) £5,000 added 3m If 

£ 530SS- OVBlWDe&mnJNJanonlOlllCUlUateHni 
H 5 0534 “ne««EMMtenimondlOU.2 PMnB 

3 211224 R0CJErP«ltl3qjCqp^HBLVftedB101?>ATtaMn 

4 5334=02 (mEBWtmmStabnalllOO-IfrMBaainen) 

-Adedsrad- 

MnAan I0M. Thm taodcap Off The Bu 9sr an. 

BETTIS 84 OrarlbeDeet&ERocletfta^ 3-1 ORBm Bra, 92 Bee DeUtew 


EXTRQRDINAIR handicap hurdle 
(CLASS E) £3j000 added 2m 110yds 

314441- TOM BROOK (164) (H J H Jtangy) 6 12 I 


P) 

ADdttl 


3.40 


3 W »S5SWlR^6ufcjflM 

5 raeS ^ 11 -- - — AiSCa 

5 P033-22 ROMOS B(QGMWaae5110 NBeaOtyV 

55S2T' a41ta ' l, * M “ WVbloe, 4-1 Eden Oaeeei 

A 3^1 JElMdW 

: JOWBI W Ihs E Sa> 8 u i 

5 QPP6-12 CAQFftnlUKE(7) iDeoiBlDO ASMm 

- s deckaed - 

^ Qoton une Am ae. 

STfiSiiffii! Wawlw ** ^ Cwte> ^ 7-1 **** 

tejMmcicdfriwm CHM3& Brian Grtew 
watted Into his Latfln ukes 4am in Birnihi|iham. unaw.uc 

hkllSSS? fao S I ? u . klUir hadskweded.^ -Brian Ibmujhi 
nlslwi had lost, which n whv he hadn't hctftl Iwt w ehun 
tus winnings. Ladhrohcs spcfaM».in Ian Wasscll said 





J cl* 


THE INDEPENDENT • SATTTHTMy 19 OfiTOBm? 10M 


Improving Tim 


Zmm 




is Champion value 


©ns seven months since the Flat 
fcason on turf crept slowly into 
Ufe. and almost 4.000 races have 

,« becn W( M and lost since, but for 

V JWO Of the sport’s most success- 
nn protagonists, two minutes at 
Newmarket this afternoon are 
suddenly all that matters. For 
some weeks it has seemed like- 
ly that the Champion Stakes will 
decade whether Hemy CtriJ or 
Saeed bin Suroor (for which, 
read Sheikh Mohammed) will be 
the champion trainer of 1996. 
Now the moment has arrived, 
and the sub-plot elevates an al- 
ready fascinating contest into 
perhaps the most compelling of 
the season. 

Bosra Sham or Hailing, Pat 
Eddery or Frankie Dettori, Ce- 
cil or Mohammed? For many 
punters, it win be a choice of the 
heart rather than the head. 


Greg Wood says today's big race at 
Newmarket is more than just a match 


ishing second to Mark Of Es- 
teem in the Queen Elizabeth II 
Stakes at Ascot, and she al- 
legedly finished one recent gal- 
lop on the heels of the group in 
front of her. The-first question 
for punters is whether this im- 
provement win be enough to 
take her past Hailing, unbeat- 
en in his last eight races on turf 
The second is whether either 
runner wflj represent value, 
given that the market may re- 
flect the attention focused on 
their trainers. Certainly, this is 


NEWMARKET 


with their betting slip the equiv- 
alent of a ballot paper. The 
choice of the people, no doubt, 
will be Cecil, th anks to ionc- 
Lvt j: ■ _ . -7° 


landing affection mixed with a 
lash of insul ari tv. 


Hi ash of insularity. 

The more thoughtful, how- 
ever, may prefer the Sheikh’s 
Godolphin team, outnumbered 
by 200 horses to 40 but repre- 
senting the most significant in- 
novation in tr aining for many 
years. It is also worth noting that 
Godqlphin’s level stakes prof- 
it on its 39 winners is nearly 40 
points. Cecil, for so long the 
punter's friend, is r unnin g a 20- 
point loss. 

Both Hailing and Bosra 
Sham go into today's race at the 
top of their form, though the tat- 
ter's delicate feet were a cause 
for concern yesterday morning. 
Cecil believes his filly has im- 
proved significantly since fin- 


penahy for that success and w3I be 
141b worse off fn future handicaps. 
Moreover, a light-raced tfaree-year- 
Old, be looks open to further im- 
provement, Jijnsh, wbo bad 
Paradise Navy 21 lengths bade in 
sevranh place wbcai beating the sub- 
sequent /uroi winner Flodieck by 
five lengths In a 2Y*-niiJe handicap 
at Yarmouth, will himself be 151b 
worse off in future handicaps de- 
spite the 41b penalty he carries here 
for that success. He rates the prin- 
cipal danger. 

oou 


335; BOLSHOI, who did not gel 
the best of runs when keeping on 
to finish 2'J: lengths fourth toladeo 
in a competitive five furlongs hand- 
icap at Ascot last Saturday, may 
turn the tables on third-placed Sir 
Joey on the same terms. He bolds 
Pbrtelet, LagoDi \farano and Swyn- 
ford Dream on that running. 


Hide 


1j 45 Hawksley HHJ 
220 Danetime 
3 00 CANON CAN (nap) 
335 Bolshoi 


HYPERION 

435 tariffing (nb) 
4*45 Easy Option 
520 Warming Trends 


GOING: Good. 

* STALLS: 1m Of - FWr ride: rcmalndri - . centre. 

UttAW ADVANTAGE: None. 

jRltlRhi-hand (Rowley MUc) course niUi I m 2f .Anight. 

Tiruur* Bi KHUh wesL of town on Al 304. Bus fink from Newmarket. eeihwy Motion (served 
by Umdni.KfcitfsCYuB). ADMlSSTOteCSab E2R (18 t02S*jearokh&I3k Grandstand & 
ftiddnric S12 ( J G to HTHmapol* 56]; Saver Hug £5. CAR FAKE: Members Uj rctraliritr 
free. 


■ l&UXNG TRAINEES WITH BtjJVNEHS: H Cecil — OH wumeza from 202 runners 
Rhrs a went* radn of 23.6W and a In* to aSl level atake of Sfl.02; R Han n o n — SI 
winners, GO 1 rwine»,83%,-S251.75; BHUk — 3Twinners,311 nuns, lL9fc,~&13130; 
L Cnnunl — .15 winners, 236 runners, 11.0%. -S 13a 13. 

■ LEADING JOGKEZS-.JPu Mdttr— 1*2 rinnWH. 052 rites, 22.1%, 417.08; L Det- 
U>ri — 70 winners, torrid**, 143%, -&J4&38; W Carson — SB wfanens, 4B6 ride*. 
U.llv, -S77.97: WfeSwtnburn — M wtanras. 388 rides. 14.1%, -43887. 
BUNKERED lHTQCB: Cool flic (lARKBIau Or Som(lA6);BurJec|vtoored, 1.45). 
WINNERS W IAST ffiVENlMlSe B0> Prarim C1.4fi)w*n A Ascot on Samntay, Bmeto* 
AMry (d.-IGl won tn Munich «i Sunday. 

LONG-DISTANCE HDNNBRSe Bartryunlc (34)0) has been sent SC mBee by EFWtw from 
Itenhen. i tunhria: Royal CeOtdh 1 1 .46) i* 22J mDea by Deny* Smith from Bbhop Auck- 
land. Co nuriam. - - • ■ 


Pf-Tcl ROTHMANS R0NALS NORTH SOOTH CHALLENGE SERIES 
I"**] FMAL HANDICAP (CLASS 5) £40000 added lm 

I 110110 CONCER DN (28) [D) (BF) 0*» L J Aril S ririmi 4 10 0 — — 1 1 Qrim 4 

7 425000 B»W(WIWRW{S5)fOm(DJAIWBMeMatB0995 - LtWJod# 

3 330151 inat»OinTtl»m(ShDmian»rtoi^ABol«394 DBtoS 

4 601206 5*WWta>|CCl WaLanx*IPMonB7Bl.. ... . .. JUkff 2 V 

5 202500 SAKDMO0* CHUMMY (20)6ardrtW*T«aesCoi«!T E«asto58J2 — M BfctelS 

6 122625 HAfeKSLEY WU. p4) (CD] (Karri! Nemrir) Ate J fliTOton 3 B 11 KMoatt 

7 U0040 oocH we uews ps) m it a mreari h hotoi 38 in— — «n— <hmi 12 

8 410066 MAPLE BAY (7) (D) Qtay IMheM) A Mey 7 8 9 DUM0lt(3J24 

9 106211 KJ6H PRQHUM(7) (D)UC PascraJR Fatty889 — AMtaooH 

10 130630 SU**PRJ«WHo»niRHBnDOn308 — 

II 362320 ROTALCaUDH(36)(D)(MtaN*onD^ JIMM17 

12 500530 DMBBOUl(I)IPIC0lBPimoiTBaiilMQwnnn485.. -- CWMr7V 

13 384002 FlYWSNOSlHpOl[DrGE»lU0rKWi)!AsMRmeiey3B3 

14 213400 SCARASa (29>fCD) y 1ermenrt5Kett»««*883— — 

15 022330 EASY JET (P0t) (2Q |0n*iRa(BWBrtpltDRlrtrtnatt483 DIMImUV 

16 100015 AR1HJL DANE (7) PE (5 P LHWWwi Rscn® M HorilFQIS 4 8 2 S Drew* 11 V 

JJL? 150320 BOtUHfTMHKpSJM&W WBttB»K)TEasHrty482 LOi«mdj27 

023100 PMDEWPeBUmTOIMnl4*taMW[>Nlcrefc782._- 

19 066000 BIAZE OF SOW (14) IP} ® BMWMBHwnon 481 — 15 S m it Ml » B 

20 016112 euaWSM3HOWE{aa3M(IS0?|JL^™3BO 

| 21 153200 WM5RJH (3Q m IW» GetanonO J Befld 3 7 12 MartloD *^J55 

22 IS 330 WS«jSaT41R(7)roCr4Sca^Cl^fTIK4riO 

23 200050 COOL fWE (2^ (W IP SAsefl S Woods 3 7 10- -Cfteg glAg 

24 604435 W0WM flifl (D) (VSMwty Ran 0UWU13J) D NfcU* < 7 B 

26 030000 twwWM {2U W Wa HactmanttwaBOOl EAMai 10 7 ip r-J 

27 102SU Uf£K LAKE C19I (P D Bxtofl E A*5ffln3 1 10 H Pftwic* [7)3 V 

-77 deeland- 

Mwnurn m&t <’sf 10fe True ftanofcap tod Fke 79t Tfa'tovijfln K 3®, Rantn Ws^ar 7st 

SrofcAl £S*!w 1 l frl£tfi(» 

ew Un. 16-1 ArtM 0*». CattbUM Utfrts, Em* M, Salton, PiMe 01 MnM. Mwto BNT. » ***• 
1995: Sone f»» 3 85 Ook 0Nh 8 25-1 IP Hanron) 23 ran 


| o' on l OWEN BROWN HOUGHTON STAKES (CLASS B) £10000 
if^TJ added 2YO 7T Penalty Value £6^64 

1 41 nMOMEtu)«toriNft*siwi9i — 

2 2 BWtANG TRIOR (USA) w (BF) (HtH SAan «wod SneW PC* 8 12 

3 2 atB*sowtnetlJ)Knriettii«a^ — 

4 soEROtisiaMwateSBdDwwBia--™;; =y™f 

b e cmractmwaMerf0«rtNBnTelerB12 SSmdwj 

O RUSSUN RU1£R H h£U A lane 8 12. — 

BETTM: M BRda«TNiar, 54 DanettBS, M Cto** LWw. UM.«hwCMA 

1A1 1 *‘— *■* Rater. 

JT95. 28 12 0 Do»te 2-1 tC W«rt 5 wi 


1 At asa si TOTE CESAREWHCH HANDICAP (CLASS B) 

1 3-00] 2m 2f Penalty Value £48/70 

1 0S3U BETTER WTER (201 ^ 

3 ‘ 3 S jmiat an n L— sai» W 
S 3 mill Mummremf w ~~Z _jom«» 2 * 

Wd 2ifi)W SA vcn» [ID mu ^ J I*nfc,as 

f u 022010 mwCMIMS (45) tsiMmtMgf ^ B Carter 10 


; NCariWoin 

_J! Wrench {71 16 
WHessMe23B 


rn asw sa VCTO mi m i u a* j ^ ^ -jr a-h. aa 

111 KM 

*12 432M6 0®m»«W rS^id 9 8 3- LCtamehll 

13 at»«» TRNHttPT Dee 15) 6 

14 30660 am : J8VMBy014. 

is 033050 IQuhnS 

In 5&3411 OlNOHCWiUSAJIWfClW ' '■ U Heeret313 

1 ? 2«ea fUIMWftlM C Eastm 7 7 P) » ® 

18 136034 P4R4DCSE WWT M H 7 lol _C Rader 9 B 

20 100411 BOOD W«0 (USA) (2«(t4 CarW*. « 

21 07UHI mflWWW fPE |US*) ^ _ J MWdimtf 

2? 040021 BOiaaia»tm[FJa^^' WMesake2SB 

21 003001 sat PUHE ^ m FajCMf * ^ < U L" , 7 in . _._m m»bb2D 

S 1321W PDn(7)t 

, K 005016 

i Ctf I2tth 60r* Bes 6356. 

rernwn 7-2 CanmfiiA ftah. Ofdba^m MehWBncM6-i««»tf 

umwik u-ivnk0M, lAiHirtow n**, 

1995 OB Rnl S 7 II lCW!WN 11-1 9M M Rat^l 21 ran 

PORHGUSE . . mim « wmi ihn wi I M -Otd. A 


P DM {7)1 


r.«» Cam patnt» *< fttlfte **■■!< *ggg 

iwlrina. Iiawv I» Tam anas. . 

ton ei Mari nKteCeatsce 7 ****** 

i»t timeand can MflV w® Mm 1* » »» 


imgfSOBdaKB-JV* 

^ of the 1990 cay at) 




the 1990 cay at) 

KuadnftMdl KUO 

nci^ jmdheWMJW 
v Mend tthri Wl 
SelerllnrJyUSti 


not a two-horse race, with three 
other Group One winners in a 
field which is completed by 
Even Tbp, beaten a short-head 
in the 2jOOO Guineas. 

First Island, it is true, should 
hot beat either of the market 
leadens,' according to the form 
book, while Even Top has had 
an interrupted season since 
Newmarket But Timarida, 

whose recent record shows 
three" Group One victories in 
three different countries in the 
space of a month, must be a for- 


3-Wh CANON CAN. who stepped 
up on his previous form to beat 
KristaTs Paradise by seven lengths 
in a 27*- mile stakes race at Ponte- 
fract just after the weights for this 
race were published, incurs no 
penally for that success and will be 


IHYPERION’SI 




mi 


4.15: HAULING, one of the best 
British racehorses of the Nineties 
after victories in the Group One 
' Eclipse met Tntwnnrinnai Stakes at 
Sandown and York both this year 
and last, can land a fifth Group One 
victory in races open to -three- 
year-olds and upwards. He holds 
First bland, who was three lengths 
behind him in the International at 
York, and may have more to ffear 
from Boas S ham, l’A lengths 
lengths second to Mark Of Esteem 
in the Group One Queen Elizabeth 
n Slakes over a mfie at Ascol last 
tune but unproven at^ this longer dis- 
tance. 

□CD 

445: EASY OPTION, three lengths 
fourth to Eustena in the Group One 
Prix de TAbbaye Over five furlongs 
at Longchamp, has less to do here. 


best 4.45), who has improved 
throughout the year nnrl should 


throughout the year nnrl should 
□ow be ready to step up from 
handicaps. Those she leaves 
behind ^ -23 of them, to be pre- 
cise -line up for a sprint hand- 
icap at 3.35 which all wise 
punters will avoid 


roe] OLIVER DOUIEB MEMORIAL RATED HANDICAP 
(CLASS B) £12£00 added 5f 

445014 BOLSHOI (71 (DMM® Davd &ow< J Bany 4 9 7 Bmefin 

221-200 !0BnORY|U7)([q{anScoil}MOwnn393 


3 3-11000 MDMGHT ESCAK (20| (D) |M0vynA)adC(Mi3812- 


4 214 &M^SLRBM] [M) (BF) (Godcfclir) Saeed bfei Sunar3812 

5 512000 B0IW«RDSEtZlsm(MsCJHMMBIinshad4812 

6 000546 KIMUCUa«(m(PDSw«TDBanan3Bll 

7 040600 TTWHUN AOAN (20] (Dj (JT O^ARE Di/yl 5VTtens4Sll 

8 005000 DOUBt£QUCK{20||Cq(IheH)nE6edaOMli)liSBn4 811 


UbwISB 
lNt0ml5 
I Cable 21 

I IWWnriB 
Qlieo 11 B 

jinu 

I Quin 9 

Roberts 20 


9 563300 HAD RXllHE HUS (15) (QfQiE Radio) D Infer 3810 DHuiln23 

10 300400 TEDBUn0W{7) (COQ IPMp Dawist UisAN*^«r 489 ADOm>4 

11 013310 PORIH£r[7)(D9 (MBBtenBtoednganJftcfe0R&iaa4BB DGriRi&s(S22 

12 521220 MRBERGSUCmtCHDMPRJchOBRBBreSB? TSpriMlO 

13 100050 TWKE*SSHARP{21J (DKftmUaTvefcaiP tar*487 SIU7 

14 335003 SRJOErftBA){l)(0l«bA6SkndPUipv‘787 SDnml 

15 444300 IACO M W2AH0 [7) (W [IfB P8T &txp) R VltfUater 487 ACtaricSV 

16 2D0052 AN5BUUNtl4(CO|(AniAafMMfeii01Beny6Sr fiCwterl7B 

17 331000 SEMSR (13) (CD) (®rfe1g MaOBS 1x0 C Dmer 787. RHfell 

18 000413 CflOHERS COJDH (34) OD) Ms Huy Muclilneg B McMsnon 4 g 7 — SSaHtaUB 

19 304204 2Mf8DMCBt|USA)(lSlinOclnFttBkB»i]i|EAMon587 KMnlfi 

20 010700 V«ID0l(ISItf(a6)(D)panMcMdTJTWd«»487^-^^ MHmy(3)6 

21 000060 lM(AD0U(l)(C0}||BDBdttelato».FhldBdq|)MBL5ttM587 I Raid 3 

22 000210 SYIYWWD DRQU4 (7) fCX^ (QuNWr ttakfciRi LMBd) i Bottooley 3 8 T___l Inn 14 

23 1KS30D MUWDME[119(D)M<naelACHii)nBlDaaioxicLri]Dbnrfli387.M:BMetY2 

-234edBMd- 

BETTMB: 1M Botaboi, M. Sriweri, 10-1 IV BeqRnc, 11-1 Sir Joey, 124. Svjuford Dream, Ttat 
Her Afdn, 14-1 IBM** Eee^t, Tedbumw, 2^1 Dner, 16-1 lWee Ae Share, »-l dm 
1095: Cmft Pool 4 B 7 S D Wans 9-1 U A G3owU2 ran 


romouiDE 

BOtSHM BDta dwdflng /un etwra mnetndtte feutli of 27 betad Tadeo at tea a neh D& and 
nay bare von vMb aanfete-tee nn then, hto CAouH tut) wound the tom WOi &b Joey, vtowas hair a 
tanijpi in tent n 0M. Bulb can B04n Uw am of Svjmtorf Draera, Is0i M Vmao end PorteM. «(u 
■nDhttaiuck Btibralhd, BaHnloMiad tvNilbirtiiinasgIdfeaewnrdKn detaergSUMir 
a lErtfi and a latt. rim «As«X, sbra THat Um Agefc. Doubta Qriok, eUitfit Escape, Tafcadon 
irt Bowden Rdm Bad tbdvd MM. Mr Bemenc. e(F«t( Of 24 to BoBn Joaraie at YM b week 4B\ 
^MDr tHdnd a wgdHW^whuiiiir up to Cobsbi bu m the A»r Bdd Of «ah BoMrt Mo need 
cntfawtamndfwddiuetiiiv H Ae e d oie BOI6H0I 


r A 1 cl DUBAI CHAMPION STAKES (CLASS A) (Group 
£200000 added lm 2f 

Banes 

1 511123 F«STISUNDPl]in(UcifesRare«GWaa492 H*»5126 

2 0-10U1' ^ HMlHGOSNiaom (Dimte] saeed Mi Surer 5 92 LDdWim 

3 - 202111 TfeAAHDA (35) p) Kw) J 0« 4 8 13 : — IHbM0i112S 

4 12-2051 BT* TOP (44) (Cj (B Sotirti-axha) M Tnrpora 3 8 11 TQ*n3115 

5 142443 CLORY OF DAHCBI |D) (feno BdzannO PNdeMy38U OFMerBUO 

6 11-112 BQSRA5HAM (USX) (21) (Q (YMicSM) HC0d389 _PM Bkhry 4 133 

-fldpdered- 

BEnnW 44i ndfa« <M Beene Steel, 6-1 Itaiirtta, 144 EWA TM. FM Wood. 384. Ooqr Of 


1995: Soectom 3 8 10 J nod 5-1 (P CreMe-Hyanu 8 on 
RMBISUDE 

HAUMG cams home imrinfifingBdm the Juttnonfe hBWionBl He tins wrinhglMewmfcr toe sec- 
aid y»r in succawon ana pnsftK&y eompletEd few EjSjjbb *»4Ae when a reck bo gmd for ^au OMe 
bstore ttwt ttaflni has nw won m tat 12 aem on tut. net hay Wbso me he grad Ik Srs buses 
m a Rgen henacap n 1904 wngti Bwwfenf Cm Ctak on «i m BetmM PerH 12 nnmt* ep> 
anl an sand In dw DUw Wort! Cty n Maitb. Itee s n» fMMM tfat Ben* Staw wi tad out tte 
trip, as snefeis never raMd beyond a mBg. Bosra Stan wnMh her sore HIM and. AapBi fax Bni- 
Us vtwtMiBsrtrcaaad her to mss the rare defended Bib L000 GaiHas- h»rit*nn fiielmJCtar- 
ftC on fter nun Boob Swm ran m oMUjib »«ter Nw unttg oafeat fcr d» ta une at me MW 
DlHB*«S»sSaUHHiBMaA0fEHMmln1l»0MnE6ntMhaatAiBa.B**inJeralenBhflHlB<jnr- 
tar cn her llrH rui tor almea Aw monos and SBfeiHwd tw l»i0Jw [to td ttjjrtjlaceil RartMond. 

Pa Wooflnwi tify has reewew! Iram s ream raeonenDe ul hu ton mUanL IMarida mb 
B lawrttwiianctefcoiinhtbOdHneitilnaDaneeDesipislenEBiandahdfinlfahdrChmplDnSciiM 
wth «Dfy 01 Dbbem thrt and utes far cJwca altar e bout rt coigpce met ttw wea. Am To* 
rrerwredof bi UsA Of Esaon a il» 2JXI0 Guneas. ws n« MneV Man down the teU n B» m (he 
Oatw and he nas arty »m W.9«) m 9« Gran Ho*wer, he srtxid jp vei »Ui a conSdeni*. 

Ooo^ngaoDrr ul YortcfeH ome imterhes Oet Setatkm: HA1LM6 


I w AK l BEDFORD LODGE HOTEL BENTTNCK STAKES /u'.j 
fCLASS AT rusted race) £37000 added 6f F^^-1 

1 211030 AII«F(32) (CZ8 [HamdSmAI U*SX»n) DMcri^39 1 RUM 14 

2 116160 PASSWHP0R 1^(105) (CD) (Perri Vtwd G lewb 3 9 1 WBMaiyl 

3 041060 warn cajmtDJ w wvmtu a--— - 

4 044306 C1RAH0TS LM) P} (0 09 (M M FUM) C DejW 78 12 CDwjwlfl 

5 202610 aaRUfiBtfltpa) WSiAretewUaiid *6111800 Liter 4 8 12 —Jtlktfall 

6 400066 IUCXYU0MB.[D5A)C23)mArBn>fiBisireRitorran3811 OfteterB 

7 400201 RUSSVW RBW/1 ^ (0) (Go±*hn) &s&} htn Su» 3 B 1L_W R SMtown 3 

8 100005 SB! BANE GflUp) (^rai Wd C ohmjIhbJ P Hans 3 8 11 GHW2 

I m-sS TUMBtlW^i BPHE (121) fT[ir t tB« Wl d PBtVlcantl BMeefB<l3 B 13 — MTM)tiatt13 

10 314001 SRAHS(OH(tflBY(mCI])UDMl4Mn UJotmaon7B7 MIUert.12 

II 341010 C4IWMtt(2n{CT)aartjlJfle4*Dcfe«E5)0P8Br*68 7 T9pn*eE 

12' 414324 EASYOFnmp3)(BDd0totita1S«dlaiSui)H4B7 — _U. Dettori 8 

13 100020 LAnMPK(R3){I4 WFJcf*^HM[g«xvfiJ[re^Hcu^K«4a 7 KFWkwS 

14 356100 ,BOYW£BGlBtC(7) (Clfl pa4jP8art»rj MFSte«OTV{MQ'587 IRaU7 

15 231515 WtUWUOOHjOaai 08) CT t B How»»S <SrtO R Hamon 386 ftnoOTte«4 

-BSTBIB 41 Eaqr Opden, 94 WBMaod Hauer, 113 BnMUa Abl«. H Reytle RBaMa, StraB- 

rier, l&a Cmatta, »l AM1U l**» U»"d, 13-1 Men For life, 20-1 aOan 

1906: RDYato fiAdna 4 8 B J Red 9-2 IM FedwstorvGwter) 12 w 


OnupOnemuf TMa/6 a UmBiwre 
in k, swtf SBi Snraorts runvis 20 1 
hrmoAhMUn0C»wp.B«^ 
23fl thw o pnn NMly 4 head « I 


hi AM, a oUe ®ow tta mm, AmW at ten to Ne&na a Uaare48#te las morti t« 

tM nri d 6M kreiM twcM re sMred re tre I«v B ft !Mt andvesreii OMIM 


rat wM teat erfrree tame a^Bst M 
Ufe res (nM titohced m >r fea m oj 
B adre retore dm tor felted vMiyW»» 


hestaA^usiuc 

Mere in the tatar 




tts wean and staukl not M tsr M 


1 014125 

2 602S05 

3. B01466 
4 110503 

S' 606160 
6 11-3022 

Z 003006 

8 043-5M 

9 001250 

10 520300 

11 10S605 

12 300005 

13 014)660 

14 021133 

15 331002 
“IB 500400 

17 06324 

18 067620 
10 441331 

20 200500 

21 0M2» 

22 451022 


NGK SPARK PLUGS HANDICAP (CLASS C) £8000 added 

Tf 1 - 

UWMNW^IO«PS)(nD)(Ra)mynTc<«?tlDEre^6lOO — TEbArelS 

MYBE5rVAU3nWE(21)(0){ireVSIBMredJlttdB.5913 SDRWM3 

warOM ARSStAl (Bin tRBneai Fbcns Eexass U Oumon 4 B 11 — R Muesli 


HB5913 SDneaeB 

_ 3 u crenran 4 B 11 — RM«feesll 

atmaWftBAUA'tCUGIfetMNOUMtniEBS 1 _ — EewaaO^om 21 

(^SS,KSSBf:!hissiE= EiiSiS 

™TSerel«12 

WHMMB2B 

MY6AUBlY{M)n(RW»t0reA8alv595 DUMB* (3) ID 

M e a 8 13 _k ««» v 

ru»viwaiFrrnaKDttiohnSMdBHBl4813-. outlets 


r» apig MLgrrHa>(MtklwSaflMBHfe4813-. cmoerB 

SS^caSss»feyMi^ciem»«Cwe»48ii R»i 

HRDUCWQtKTUfillOB- (14) (CD) (BF) IB AUQ W Mhdd 7 8 10 — JiOqtoB 

M^Tm crrFmiSRPA LscnanS LCueigi 387 — IPettoriM 

wwnMranniiunMBiHidMi wib«« 

— z P*E*tenra 

sffiS MYUWE (EG) (SN* ADmalfewdAI artod# J Bh4s 383_— ^_J tfeiai U 

JU*HtF0in , tl5){0l®deinsnlMSSO[l£^BDHw)iBi3a0 — UH«iy(3)22V 


BonwMIWidBMlM* 
1 CmAm, B*4 MsoaMnw W 
Iftliettii Trt[ireeld Tn tmtir~ 
j99SlMlta*r594 II Rebflits 2-1 W i 


, BM. SaeaadB, t«d Hea. M- 
[BwbH Cliii.lwiLla, >» Beet 


sport 


midable opponent As pointed 
. out earlier this week, Gloiy Of 
Dancer is by no means the 
hopeless case that 40-1 quotes 
mi ght imp ly, thrvu gh as an each- 
way proportion he is less in- 
teresting now the field has 
reduced to six runneis. The vat 
ue this morning' must be 
Timarida (4.15) at around 6-L 

The shape of tbe Cesarewildi 
Handicap, the day’s principal 
belting event, is surprisingly 
similar, with two horses domi- 
nating the market The differ- 
ence, of course, is thai there are 
24 alternatives, and neither 
Jiyosh nor Canon Can has the 
' form to justify early quotes of 
around 7-2. Boih may drift on- 
course, where the bookies have 
mi ante-post SabDkies, but it will 
be surprising if either reaches 
tbe 6-1 or so which would rep- 
resent - in the case of Jiyush - 
a fair bet. 

As always, there are several 
reamers which appear to have 
been laid out for today’s race, 
with Orchestra Stall and Can- 
dle Smile the most encouraging 
candidates. The former is also 
a little short in the betting, but 
candle smile (nap 3.ob) is 
an. excellent each-way option. 

The Bentinck Stakes gives 
Branstoo Abby the chance to in- 
crease her career record to 24 
wins, but while she wiD get tbe 
strong pace she needs, so too 
will Wildwood Flower (next 



In Command (right) holds Musical Pursuit In a driving finish to the Dewhurst Stakes yesterday Photograph: Peter Jay 


In Command, but not in Classic picture 


The distinguished history of 
the Dewhurst Stakes seems un- 
likely to be significantly em- 
bellished by the 1996 renewal, 
won yesterday by Barry Hills's 
In Command, writes Greg 
Wood. 

The son of Sadlers’ Wells only 
narrowly lived up to his name, 
and with less than half a length 


covering the first three, the 
form appears sub-standard for 
what is traditionally tbe British 
season’s premier juvenile event. 

In Command does not lack 
determination, however, and 
he did well to hold the chal- 
lenges of Musical Pursuit and 
Air Express after hitting the 
front a furlong from home. 


‘‘The extra furlong and the cut 
in tbe ground have made all the 
difference," Michael Hills, his 
jockey, said. "He was getting a 
little tired close homeland los- 
ing it a bit. but he will be much 
stronger next season. Very few 
of Sadler's Wells' offspring win 
Group One two-year-old races 
so he must be a bit special." 


CATTERICK 


HYPERION 

2J05 *fyde Park ZAO Satfty Girt 3AS Grate Times 
350 Bayin 42S SBvrstta 455 Marylebone S30 
Statistician 


GOING: Good. STALLS: bride. 

DBA.W ADVANTAGE: None 

■ Left-hand coun*, i mdnbrin p and sharp. Koi suitable for (he 
lonfrstndfrm bcfscL 

M Comae is north- vtm of lawn on AB J 30. Darilngusi slaiioo 14 
mfhs - bus service 10 course. ADMISSION: Club 511; Toiu-r- 
saUe 57; Cause £2.50 (under- His free Into all enckwures). CAR 
PARK: Mranbem£2, remainder Tree. 


BLXNKBHEDnRST TIME :Prnttmna(vfc»nal,‘J H5). WINNERS 
IN LAST SEVEN DATS: None. LONG DISTANCE KUNNERS: 
Mbs Prism (4J!6) has been sea 2H3 miles by J Dunlop bom 
Anmdd, WestSussex. 


nncl EBF PROSPECT HILL MATOEN STAKES 
(CLASS D) £4,750 added 2YD 5f 

1 EB2320 RUDIM (14JBoiy90 PMartsIBlllV 

2 5 manuac p4SrUBkPRsco(;90 BDoOddlS 

3 00 MUNQ0 PMBl (ie Ms J Ramsden 9 0 I* Doming 14 

4 4 HMUUOON(MnM1toi«*s90 K Drier 2 

5 56 AiyU3Cf25)JFaihne89_ 8 FMlDer ^ 1 

6 0B HMinilBrStUFCU)MCtaiwiS9 RPrirea? 

7 4 HAJflias) HTt»msreJon»8 9 IPrireelO 

8 40 KVERGOlf MOVBt(38)TjNH0inn&0 MFMm5 

9 DO U DOLCEVUA0O) TD Bancn89 IFamrigU 

10 CB UGMNNG BOO (20) M JohnHni 89 TWMbbis9 

U. 033 mWUi QUEBI (M) R HcAneheed 8 9 J= LjTKh P) 8 

12 00 00MIiaN0BUIE(M)T1MMn8B ICnflO 

13 230 SYUttN DANCER (42} CVIM 89 RMoGHo4 

14 56 MMUZIME0Q)MasLPnan89 AMcSweS 

-lAdadamd- 

BEmNG: 7-2 Ryda Parti, 1X2 Hafal, 6-1 Hdpai (feaaa, AaRana, 7-1 
qpna Dboobt, 8-1 AMkfs, »-l UMNNag BbR, 10-1 ottare 


focnl CROW HOLE BANK HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
£5400 added 5f 

1 250000 CROSS DC BORDER (13) (D)DNr3io!s 3 10 OK Darter « 

2 100500 PfifflE OF B8KTOW (24) (D)GIskk 39 IZSWWwvthlfi 

3 500000 BtsraNNtanBsannTjiricNre 39 u.o ikmu 

4 0X020 flOBBI TIMDBI (10) (CD) tin 3 Ramsaen 5 9 7 J Fbrtmo 1 

5 665014 TUSCAN DAWN P4|0))J Secy 69 6 P RDbam (5) 2 

6 006000 LADY SldfT (7) M ’I Hrflrchead 596_FLjt)di (3) 17 

7 646150 PflBa0U56W.(435P)DMcte:3S5JDflnBBlW6tM3)lDV 
B 301320 PAlACGUIEJMX(131|CQCDiMf59a — JCanriU 

9 452420 aWI ((ISA) 154) J Car 3 94 — .MMBmrtt 

10 PALMXSUE TOUCH (7] (CD) J 9esy693— PFcssay 19 B 

11 220306 STBBBt|32) (D)P (ferns 79 3 BDrileidU 

12 150000 B0UJNHAI«YC13)(l9)Tca5fertr/493 — R Hmdia (3J 4 

13 400030 BAVIN (USAHI] (D> M Usher 7 8 12 RS0MI7 

14 SWNArV8iALlEY(2]||D)MWree4Bll JJPertumll 

15 060063 OUDWaLHAU.C10)(qSBonng5B9£TcaeK(393B 

16 226000 60HEI5XI (17) (CO) N Trtto 38 6 JdalMderB 

17 342016 ABE HBSF (17) (D) M W Eaaabf 4 B 3_A McGkna 6 B 

18 006000 CtaSIUMC (ZQ R Bans 4 713 IF Egan 9 

19 200000 SM COTIME (20) (0) RMnriET4 7 12 F Norton 5 V 

20 005000 BMimWDAIM(12)|ni«JlfeiHfen3712JFMe20 

-20dactend- 

BEIlWtt frl AMa StadK 74 PrieBpriteh. Lab Shrill, 8-1 Spender, 
Tibcbd Dbm, ChadHeS Hal, DM. kaMarTMer, 12-1 nthsK 


\OJtr\\ PLOD Ml RE APPRENTICE CLAIMING 
STAKES (CLASS G) £3£00 added lm 4f 

1 214042 BHCDE FUB (tan iri UItari)r407_GINiaBr (fell 

2 lABT DREAM C D*BV 7 9 2 ta tamam (33 2 

3 000045 POOatMM JPeerc492 Uteri 7 

4 111305 RIAflUf DAMCS (Jl) (CD) W K80i 7 9 0 LNaMa>5 

5 B45000 CWWSTAIK pfiHQN Trtfer4 812 Fljachl 

6 50 SH0NQRK {IQCMaarABU R Kanin 4 

7 1-64046- DANA FQM7 (164) T D Banr 4 8 lOLVfctoria AppUqr (7) 3 

6 0 SKUA (22) Mn V Aeoriny 3 8 5 R Cod^Bonh**r (7) 10 

9 600000 KASHANA (68) W Storey 4 84 Ana Tfeads (3) 12 V 

10 426036 SAUYORL [I2D)(PF)BVas3 84 DamiMoM19 

11 004500 FMEBIDN PQUU (21J J faAa& 4 8 3 A My 13 

12 00 FBCSBatlUtt* (74) F Wtolsre 3 8 1 — Cl«tter(7)e 

13 60 KAYFS SECRET (39| J L Kara 3 8 1 P Fanny 8 

-lSdeetaRd- 

BEnWK 7-2 Break Ifea Mm «M Safey Qbl, Ptariy Daocac, 5-1 PetaM* 
11-2 teas Point, 6-1 Cmn Tate, 12-1 PMcertoo Pofca, 14-1 ottHns 


A~OCl THEVES GBJL LMTTED STAKES (CLASS 
F) £3,450 added lm 5f 175yds 

1 100066 EARUf PEACE (12) MW03684 96 M RtanerS 

2 00-3731 N0mMBEWrE9MsS5nih496 OPasn(3}6 

3 BQD-000 USPOL DANCBI (89) WsVAconfey594 MDBaringll 

4 0IBO4 EXPAN9VERUMC8(LQPHam5494 GDriMdU 

5 120435 CHUMBfS CHOKE (13) (B) C Men 5 9 3_D Deriy (7) 4 

8 106300 nm(U)(Q(D)JUtons793 TMtesS 

7 054530 PORBIBINOBtE (X7)MChnvri389 RPrinn2 

8 004006 MAY MHG IdAYlBi (12) Ms A Kn£ 3 8 g F lynrii (3) 10 

9 221264 UBALAMK(53)Cltre«n388^J>eriMcKaaH3 

10 302220 MSS PRBM (10) (BF) J Dufcp 3 B 6 KDrieyl 

33. 46-23 HBtllY (2SU) (BF) Llri hkraoelon 3 8 6 JUbm Conk ® 7 
12 4003 SUREHA C2fl)ASeaan3BE J Carol 5 

17 flirtenrt 

BE1TOJG: 4-lSlnBtla. 6-1 DsNoy. 6 -IIih Ahanos, 13-2 North Bear. 7-1 
CUttwYs Clriaa, 15-2 Rumor Mia, 6-1 Iota, 10-1 eUms 


14. eel SOUR BECK STAKES (CLASS D) £4,750 
added 2YO 5f 

1 2430 MAIRlS0IE(l)jBeny811 GDaflUIl 

2 0006 SWT [IB) W Po^as; 8 11 M QBvaer2 

3 331034 KEEN ID PLEASE d) (0) DEr^s Smh 8 10 I Carol 4 

4 215 TA2BAH (99) BN D Mofat 8 10 — Jtam Maflrit (3) 5 

5 42234 BKHAIOKA (98) J Bony 8 6 JtDrigyS 

6 00 ONEMORETUE (21) BMrnyS 6 .VHaBdayB 

-Sdadand- 

BETme: »4 Hm fe PlaaH. U4 EadMiHEa, 72 MsiMooa. Tazlbad, 
M SML 6B-1 Onmmtrii 


1 0*1 Cl MD FOOTS NURSERY HANDICAP (CLASS 
l°*Trl E) £4^00 added 2YD 7f 

1 100 1HE BHAWS (2D) (D) 52 AM nESOOO 9 7 QDaGkM7 

2 24351 HBUfiV [IT] (0) Dfcrti Dflri9 4 ePvrin(S}lfi 

3 330*20 GRffiimS(8)KO)Emynn91 MCtanarB 

4 14451 WnRRUtlRmffiMIanriSLIlriMCilM 

5 D030 aoeEIROnra {12)MJchn*m87 TWBmbI 

B 5600 DENTON LAD (48) JWWrisBB Mbmntmfi 

7 384206 RUM LAD (12) JQum 8 3 ICmollO 

B B2500 TORONTO PflJ Benya 3 — KDriayl5 

9 346312 GPSY PRBICESS (9) (CD) M W EBSSAy 6 3^ McflAm 3 B 

10 324651 TUBAL MSCH? f53) 0 MoltaU 8 2 Diana MoRatt CT 2 

11 003303 20RBA (□) C Thoovre 8 1 FNotaaB 

12 0060 KM6UND(12) MsJfenrienBO MDsedagU 

13 0006 SEAMBTU7)PCnswfe^em7 13-. 8 0*rierir (7) »2 

U 544430 ABSTOWQIirai(12) (CD) PQons 711 ___JF 4 V 

15 451521 COHlWVac (28) mi 8eny 7 ID P Fenny P) 13 

16 BOO J0WT (99) B ms 7 10 i? Street 8 

-ISdWferad- 

Mfcmwnnc^te 7a 10& 7nie nmdfcap v&gv: Jotf/ TSBb. 

BErma 4-1 Opxy PriooaM. 5-11MMAHsdM.ll-2tapvriLM.llr- 
rer Bw Ufe, 7 -1 CBDbuiaas, 8-1 Zriw. ID-1 Sm MM, 16-1 otban 


I c on I “CLOSE OF PLAY HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
S=2lj £4,200 added 7f 

1 220-630 0 DMI B BHIW P AIKtP)MHqB4100^PPiretAgQlTV 

2 025600 WBW6BFBCE(10)(D|JVreriI09I3-DBnUcnainll 

3 687051 IBBULE (USA) P2) J Gosden 3 9 13 1 Carol 10 

4 506002 CLASSY CUB (10) R Ben 3 9 12 & FnBmer (61 IB 

5 000000 CQMANTCC0hHMQN(7)fJ)TJttacplan6912-0Ulferil2 

6 500000 FAUEHBAM (7) (D) Un J birsdenB 9 U VH0<aai9 

7 401620 S0PGRPRRB (7) ID) Us M tariy 4 9 9 .7 Want 18 

& 001020 UTMOST ZEAL P2) m (BF) P tens 3 6 8 A McClone 6 

9 000040 DANC8M SIOUX (1$ (D) D UduOs 49 5 —Alex Graaim 3 

10 038050 SnCXAmCX (U) PWsttoa'3 94 RPerhmS 

11 156000 UNCOREMtABY (5)(D|FUe593 l HeMon (5) 7 

12 341300 AIY60l>S0N(31)fCD)JL^n692 S BucAtor (7) 18 B 

13 360446 MWCWIMEWRWmTOfeni892JreBtoreriy(7)4B 

14 JCU040 cnUGHARH (22) J L 6 «ie 3 9 1 RLrwJnl4B 

15 404002 SUSnsnOAH |4) B5 Jolri Beny 4 9 L M Ferine 20 B 

US 405010 NAUGHTY PSIQL (USA) m>PE<»4 9Q i FEtfnB V 

17 204652 DBER7 HVADSl (19) (D) D Drapnon 5 9 0—1 FmA( 19 
IS 00-0300 SHARP If SHACK (92) C\tri 3 S 13 BIMIril 

19 151204 CtfllBANG BANG (207) (D) J Ssiy 3 6 13™ — jCDtfgyZ 

20 003042 RBBAL FANFARE B8) L Sb£te 4 8 13 Jo Mmn (7) 13 B 

- 20 dedarri - 

BETTOU: 5-1 Ctany CMef, 6-1 Cmnefea Cwpsirioa, 13-2 Refni Fbd- 
IW. T-l UerriB. AltaSBa-B Mata, DBBBit tandsf. 8-1 Bthsn 


KEMPTON 


HYPERION 

2.15 Captain Khecfive 250 A CtiefTbo Far 3J20 
Home Counties 3^5 General Crack 430 Land 
Afar 500 CaB My Guest 


GOING: Chaw cwhw - Good (OouJ Tn Firm hr pfeu.-cs); Hrnv 
dies hnne - Good lo Finn (wau-nnfi boUi cnuiHkl. 

■ RriA-hand eourK. FYaelieally flaL Kmt-ln of^OOyd. 
pCoQE»toonA308ffiSunbay.llloxltdtD*)Pdn]r:KHltnkfroin 
Richmond Underground station.) Kcmpton Port raDwey ntubon 
■fttoine course. ADMISSION: OuliSJ 6. Jinuooi ( 10 lo iS-ycon- 
olds) S12; Gnndsund S10-, Silver Bbigir). Acrompanird chU- 
dren undtr-10 free. Rarkbvf Uembon car park 15 (Kmllcd and 
must be jm^iookcd). Cam ear parte free. GAB PARK: Ucm- 
ban £2: remainder, free. 


OOrtl CAPTAIN QU1ST HURDLE (CLASS B) 
£7000 added 2m 

1 110GB4- CHEFS SOHO CUD) TO) 5 Dm 6 11 8 ROmwoody 

2 11DB41 HOME COUNTES (315) (D)DMo&m 7 118 DJUoRri 

3 127105- WARM SPELL {Z24) (CD) G l Hot o 11 6 A P McCoy 

4 2341FP- QHBBIAH CHAUBKE (2IS] P) T taUrtR 7 U ? B GMtty 

5 43F2DP OIA KHS (14) (0) N Hcnderan 4 10 19 II A Rtagerid V 

-5dadairi- 

BETTma:94 HomnCpmUes,^ CMaft Soot. 9J Cmrtrian OmllfagB. 
H Warn SmA. 1M Ori Arts. 


BUNKERED FIRST TIME: None. WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN 
DATS: Now. LONG DISTANCE RUNNERS: Borne Counties 
(TL20J has been 9cm rnDes by D Motfett from Caitmei. Cum- 
bria; Royal Vacation (?-&) mm 245 mike by G M Moon? from 
MkkfirfaRm, N Yorts Clay Coraiy fi!5) & Sir Peter Leh tILool 
am 24ft mOu by M Hammond from Goverham, K Yorks. 


OCR CHARISMA GOLD CUP HANDICAP CHASE 
l (CLASS B) £15000 added 3m 

1 44U411- BAKMD DEU (162) NGstira 8 120. JtDwoody 

2 52PMO- 5RFBBtU52r(Ua6AUItmm)911J JArCBamrOlB 

3 23413-1 aERITRC fl«) K Baty 11 4 CODwyor 

4 1F1111 GENBMLCRK*MmPK>crefc71ir A P McCoy 

5 5-11231 B0YAL YACAH0N [13) |D) G MoCTC 7 J[) 0 ICKath* 

E 11134^1 AlhMfUDMUWMSIC Itim 7100 CUemByn 

7 4P4633- ICVAOA GOD (204) (D) F Yaaley 10 10 0_P McLoriMa 

-7dadarad- 

A*m*m«ep( 10a Vue imtafpegts Root (Boson 3s: 33t Atjaoi 3sn 
9st 12b. Noah btf 9a 2h. 

BETTMG: 2-1 Bauaf Crack. 4-1 Bawd Diaa, 9-2 Brim. SI Royal 
Vacated, 6-1 Sir Mat Lriy, 16-1 Akriwaao, 25-1 Nauida Gold 


I7 4e| FERRY BOOT HAfflXCAP CHASE (OJLSS 
l=±rJ B) £6£00 added 2m 

1 WFKW- HAY COUNTY (177) P) M htemmond 11 13 0 — RSmtty 
2- L6-2UF CAHUi WB*K (U» (CO) WPJfchcfe8»13JlPMe0»j 

3 13231-2 5UFSUAcncset3mnRARr8100 — F Healey P) 

4 QF436P5- UUMA (2X7) (D)ROnon 11100 DHooh 

-4dectBiri- 

Mnhian ncVG JUtot Tiw reririp ukmb 9sx 4Sl 
BE 7IH& M Captala Khecho, 7-4 tep« fectia, 24 Clay Coaly, 12-1 

Ifla 


1 9 en) RfVERDALE HURDLE (CLASS D) £3J50 
added 3YD 2m 

1 A CHEF TOO FAB R Rone HI 12 LAs pofltf) 

2 □ASSCOEFBKEJhri ID 12 I Oabcrne 

3 MCHB4 GENERATION D MUNtt 10 12 _i R DamOMto 

4 5 SOtDra BLUE (13) P KoObt- 10 12 DIRarinap^ 

; 5 SqW^OCCASKM(CM)RNriU91i012 — APBeCoy 

! S SUM£Y SECURE NttlTChantt 10 12 — JJJaftwre 

7 1 WS»(S3){D) ASKOEr 1012 — SBnaiey 

| 8 TYRiDCIH IAD S Du» ID 12 JtHcfan 

9 PaTARYM5*«ni»il07_ .1 Imcbm 

-Sdadmd- 

BETIBM 84 Sqnktfs Oecacka, 7-3 A Ctri Tri Far, M CMric Dafanca, 
Triy, 5-1 fypkMa tad, 7-1 Pnrier Gaaendan, 12-1 oiten 


|^j^Q| THAMES NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) 

1 '40454- RXMADBtltoFYre3ey9UD ^PMdmCHnV 

2 K23034- UINDAFARflBQ RVftCbprOU D JWOnyir 

3 31510b- N08IMieK(21E)MM3derikrU0» BFentsn 

4 (YIP- HUE MUSK (3*3) CBnota 6 110 UBaBey 

5 02102:- AMANCU0KA)(U8)GHswni51Ot3 RDrimedy. 

6 110017-2 G8CTCAC6 (BgL) P3) (BF) ?Hati85 IQ 13— C Uwri»i 

BETIBK; B4 AanriO, Ue4 lari ACk, 7>2 Bmanbat*. 7-1 NanWrit, 
8-1 MUi Mode, 2S4 Ire Ifaflc 


iconi MRK HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS B) 
1 ”tJ £7000 added 2m 5f 

1 6HXU0- HOPS AND POPS (185)63 IW 9 Alner 9 12 0. PHaBtaytS) 

2 2FW0U- BAMUBOYmnifenresreSnU M ARtgnaU 

3 TORW- HRHJEARIHBWJI®) JFresiiaeBlOll. — jOriMma 

4 54F05-2 CAliUY6UKT(M)RPaack510U A P McCoy 

5 06FBFP- QWJS A GAIL (232) J GS3d 6 10 0 LAaari(3) 

- 5 daebred - 

Atntnun ae^lic 10sr. True tantfop we^it Gwk A Cs« 9a 5®. 

BETTHG: 2-1 Hem And PDta, 54 Bum Boy, 11-4 Cal My Gaft 9-2 
Find Erih, 10-1 Gftus ABM 
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Bookmakers were less con- 
vinced. and In Command is 20- 

1 for the 1W7 2.00U Guineas. 
William Hill's 4-1 favourite for 
the first colts' Classic is Bnhhure, 
who beat In Command at Dtm- 
castcr. The firm then bets: 11- 

2 Revoque. 10-1 IndiscrceL 
16-1 Benny The Dip, Zamindar. 
Puira, 20-1 others. 


RESULTS 


NEWMARKET 


lift L SQUEAK IL Dettoni 2 b !w, 2. 
Ftaring Fortune 7-2; 3. Kristopher 7-1. 3 
ran. B, 9. U Gosden, NewimiKeU- Tola: 
£1.40. Diui Forecast. LI .60. Computer 
Straight Forecast £1.97. 

2D0e L BAKED ALASKA ID Ftmsnn) 33-1; 
2. Miss Sancsrre 20-L 3. Knmrit 7-L 22 
ran. 11-4 lav Poireti Romance i5lht. 1. 1’/-. 
(A Stewan. NewmjrVetl. Tots: £54.00: 
£10.20, £&30. UJO. DF: £257.00. CSF: 
£524.60. Tno: f617JiO ipan won. pool Of 
£791.13 to Newmariet 3.00 today). 

235c L TARAWA (R HuffBSI 9-2: 2. I^O 
20-1: 3. Forest Bock 2-1 fav. ID ran. 27, . 

1. IN Canadian. NowmarKet). Tori: £630: 
£180. £2.00. 13.70. DF: £46.90. CSF: 
£73.34. Tno: £46.40. 

3.05: L MOONLIGHT MRAINSE 0. Det- 
*m) 11-8 fav; 2. Dazzle 2-1: 3. Serenity 8-L 
6 ran. 2‘h, IV,. (Saeed Un Sumor. New- 
marttffli. Tote: £2.40; £1.20. £130. DF: 
£1.90. CSF: £4.20. 

340: 1_ IN COMBSAND (M His) 10-3; 2. 
Musical Pursuit 13-2: 3. Air Express 50- L 
8 ran. 7-2 jt toe Bahamian Bounty (4th) & 
Kahal (5thi. to), nk iB HBS, UmbowiD. Tntae 
£1030; £1.40, £230. £4.70. DF: £7130. 
CSF: £6333. 

435c L BOLD WORDS |M Hifc) 8-1: 2. 
JuHotta Mhi 14-1: Si. Tom Tutor 16-1: 4. 
Madame ChfemeiY 8-L 17 ran. 7-2 toy Love 
Has. No Pnde. ‘k, 2. il Dtnlap. Newmaitei). 
Tote: £9.40; £2.W. £5.10. £630. £230. 
DF: £132.10. CSF: £115.50. TncatC 
£0.70117. Tno: £130a60 (part wan, pool 
ei £164831 to Newmartiet 3.00 nx)^). Non 
Runner Tnharbet. 

430: L FIAMAMJS U. Detitiri) 11-4 far. 

2. Mount Pkwsait 7-3; 3 Etterly Prik 8-1 
B ran. nk. 5. IL Curran. NowmarleU- Ttrtas 
£3.60 £170, £2.00, £2.40. DF: £330. CSF: 
£20.52. Titcast: £124.18. 

Jacftpot: £7,100.00 (part non, pool of 
£738538 to Newmatril today). 

Ptacepot £1.214^0. Quadpoe £93^0. 
Place 6: £31121 Ptac* 5: £21633. 


CATTERICK 


230: 1 KADEENA (TWMams) 10-1; 2. 
Katonat 15-8 lair 3. Boanta Uarie 11-2. 
11 ran. l‘£. hd. iM Jonnsmn, Mlddlefvam). 
Tote: £1130; £2.80, £110, £2.60. DF: 
£17.60. CSF: £28.63. Tno: £34.00. 

Z45: 1 SARABI U Qumni 33-1 2. Don- 
na’s Dancer 9-1 3. Express Obt 10-1 4. 
Keen To Please 9-1 17 ran. 9-2 tov KB- 
cu»en Lad.hd.lU Pearce. NewnadeQ.TotK 
£3330; £9.20. £170, £4.90. £3.60. DF; 
£344.80. CSF: £285.66. Trtcasc £1007.77. 
Tno: not won [pool of £543.85 to Nerinar- 
wi 3.00 today). 

335: 1 BACKWOODS IA Garth! 12-1 2. 
Upper QaBery 7-2; 3. Ancady 8-1 B ran. 
9-4 tov SkW Penlous (4*1. 10. (W Bno- 
boiane, NesscWTe). Tote £7.80; £180, 
£130. £150. DF: £2750. CSF: £5131 Tn- 
casc £332.51 

350: 1. AL MUALL1M IA McCtoral6-4p 
taw: 2. EmskM 3-1; 3. Janie’s Boy 20-1 S 
ran. 6-4 jt tav Ptaeir cT Amour I4tm. y* 1‘A. 
U Payne. Nownarifflt). Tots: £2.40: £2.00. 
£100. £3.30. DF: £630. CSF: £7.13. Ittt 
£17.70. 

43Sc 1 LAAZ1M AFOUZ |R Fferturn) 11-4 
K tov: 2.7tatsBY VWm 2frl 3. Baaood 12-1. 
15 ran. 11-4 jt tov Soto*r Mali (4tM. IV*. 
2-/.. (H Prittps, SpariidO-Taie: £4.60: £130, 
£430. £3.10. DF: £80.10. CSF: £64.68. Tree 
£40640 ipan won. pool af £34351 to Haw- 
martoi 3.00 today). 

5.00: 1. TYPHOON EIGHT U CacroB) 
14-1 2. AtanuMaram 7-1 3. Rasayef 
20-1. 13 ran. 100-30 co- taus TeGsajoe 14th). 
Astern a AH On. nK, 17*. rBHMs, Lamboumi. 
Totes £16.20; £3.00. £3.10. £4.80. DF: 
£4130. CSF: £10633. Trtoase £1329.66 
Tno: £97.60. 

530: 1. LADY DESIS (J Canon 4-11 tav. 
2. FUlopep 12-1 3. Domtoant Air 25 1 8 
ran. 3. v*. IB Hifet. Tote: £1.30: £10a 
£4.50. £4.90 DF: £860. CSF: £6.17. 
Ptacepot: £1309.10. Quadpot: £89.60. 
Place & £756.23. Place 5: £407.61. . 


HEREFORD 


150: 1 SOUNDS LIKE FUN U F TIUeyl 
12 tov, z. Sewn were 8-1; 3. cw«f dele 
5-2. 4 ran. 2Vr. 2’e. rMlsr H hngtiU. Tote: 
£140. OF: £3.50. CSF: £435. 

230: 1 SOME DAY SOON IP Hotey) 113 
lair. 2. Paper Star 7-1: 3. Fo®we 11-1 
5 ran. 20, 11. (M EradsiocK). Tote: £2.30; 
£1.10, £3.10. DF: £4.50. CSF: £10.11. 

235: 1 SUBUME FELLOW (MAFib&r- 
akt) 2-5 tov; 2. Mead Court 9-4; 3. BSD Of 

tottaa 50-1 4 ran. da. dla, (N Hendason). 
Tote: £150. DF: £150. CSF: £169. 

3L2S: 1 HUNTBtS ROCK (C OTXvyen 7 -4 

tav 2. Copper con U-2; 3. Mater BUe 
5-1. 8 ran. 27-, 11 (K Briey). Tote: £2.50; 
£110, £110. £15a DF; £7.30. CSF: 
£1L13. 

430: 1 KARLQVAC lA Ma0j#e) 7-2:2. 
Nng'e StanK 4-1; 3. frytnn Run 6-1 . 5 ran. 
10-11 fat Martha’s Daujymr (4th). 7, 16. IR 
|#a). Tate: £4.80; £3 70, £2.90. DF; 
£114a CSF: £15.77. 

435: L. BORN TO PLEASE (A P McCoy) 
3 1: 2. Conta »B 3-1: 3. Chria^a den 4-1 
5 ran, 5-2 tov Ro Rol (pried upl. B. 29. IP 
HotttaL Tote: £3.80. £250. £110. DF; 
£5.30. CSF: £11.91 
Ptacepot: £58.10. Quadpot: £1630. 
Place 6: £28.55. Place Ei 08.65. 
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sport 


The Everton manager talks to Glenn Moore about the weight of expectation 


at Goodison ahead of tomorrow’s Merseyside derby 

Royle puts his shoulder to the wheel 


cr*r*> He is a big man, 
.. \ an inch over six 
{ fboL with shouJ- 

4 fiSyr** ders to match. At 
’•Sirevf * the moment, Joe 
Royle feels he needs those 
shoulders to protect his back. 

Strange, you might think, 
given Royle's achievements as 
Everton manager. In less than 
two years he has saved them 
from relegation, won the FA 
Cup, and, last season, taken 
them within a whisker of a 
Uefa Cup place. 

Yet he goes to Anfieid to- 
morrow in need of a perfor- 
mance and a point if he is to 
silence the men he calls “back- 
slabbers". 

As so often, it is a question 
of perspective. When Royle 
began hs second Everton career 
- the managerial one - the club 
was bottom with eight points 
from 14 matches. The spectre 

‘We are still not 
near the finished 
product, but I 
don’t think 
we’ll have any 
relegation fears’ 

of relegation, for the first time 
in more than 40 years, beck- 
oned. 

“I think it has gone very 
well,’* he said this week. “When 
I came here, the club were on 
schedule for 24 points over the 
season - we finished with 50. 
The season prior to that we only 
escaped relegation on the last 
day. So survival was the aim, 
winning the Cup a bonus. Fin- 
ishing sixth last year was 
progress, so there has been 
two years of progress. 

“The problem now is with ex- 
pectations. They have risen 
steeply - people no longer wor- 
ry about relegation. On Satur- 
day [against West Ham] we did 
not play well but we won, yet 
people were still not happy. 1 * 
Everton are one of those 
clubs blessed - or cursed - 
with a football heritage- They 
are the “school of science 11 and 
are expected to win stylishly. 
Supporters weaned cm Harry 
Catterick’s 1970 champions, 
and Howard Kendall’s 19S5 
and 1987 winners, are uncon- 
vinced about the Royle vintage. 

No one complained at first. 
Royle's opening game as Ever- 



Covering the ground: Joe Royle sits behind Harry Catterick's distinctive desk at Everton*® BeOefteid training ground 


ton manager, in November 1994, 
was another Merseyside derby. 
On a night of high excitement at 
Goodison Park, Everton de- 
feated Liverpool 2-0. 

That win was achieved by the 
men Royle christened his “dogs 
of war”, midfield scrappers like 
Barry. Horne, Joe Parkinson 
and John EbbrelL Royle came 
to regret the phrase. It is con- 
stantly used, only now it is of- 
fered as evidence of limitation, 
rather than spirit. The sup- 
porters want fluid passing 
movements. Who, they ask, is 
the Colin Harvey, the Paul 
Brace we 11, the Cliff Britton of 
the modem side? 

“People get carried away 
with ideals about total football,” 
Royle said. “We all want to play 
entertaining football, but we do 


have a duty to win games, that 
is where this club was going 
wrong. Successful teams are 
aggressive. Look at [Paul] Ince 
and [Roy] Keane, they were part 
of Manchester United's best 
team in recent years. You have 
to be strong. 

“It is a fine balance. You want 
to entertain, and you do that 
with entertaining players like 
Andrei Kanchelskts and Dun- 
can Ferguson. But sometimes 
you are only as entertaining as 
your best players. We are still 
not near the finished product, 
but I don't think we will have 
any relegation worries." 

The one potential heir to 
Everton’s passing tradition, the 
gifted but lightweight Tony 
Grant, has struggled to estab- 
lish himself. “He is a great tal- 


ent," Royle said, “an old- 
fashioned link player who can 
go past people and score goals. 
Bui he has taken time to get go- 
ing. He may need more time, he 
may need a run in the first team, 
but be has to justify his place.” 

Royle has tried to integrate 
Grant After a vibrant start - 
Newcastle beaten, Manchester 
United held at Old Trafford - 
he drafted Grant in. He played 
fairly well in a draw at Spurs, but 
then results went awiy. Royle 
soon reverted to the tried and 
trusted but, before results im- 
proved, Everton had lost in . 
the Coca-Cola Cup at York 
and the pressure was building. 

“York was a disaster, I would 
not argue with chat But then the 
whole media machine gets into 
action. There is no other busi- 


ness like this where perceptions 
Can change fwpr nigh t- had » 
great start. Six games later we 
bad not won and I had become 
an under-pressure manager. 

“I don’ t find r r Mrimi difficult 
to deal with, but I find jt bard 
to understand. There are very 
few joumalists now, just a lot of 
quote- collectors and back- 
stabbers; hitmen waiting for 
something to happen. I see the 
knives are out forGlenn Hod- 
dle already.* 1 . 

. Royle has fallen out with 
some ofthe local press. They ar- 
gue they are merely articulating 
supporters' views, he feels neg- 
ative coverage does not help a 
team when it is suffering from 
low confidence: • 

“When you get in a tafispin it 
is very hard to get oat of it- think 


ofNarwicftaccrapleafyeaisago. 
Every game becomes vital, it is 
built up to such extremes by lo- ; 
cal and national media. 

“The last thing you want is to 
be somebody pleading for pa- 
tience all die rime , but it is-not 
even two years yet Avoiding 
relegation that season was the 
best thmg Itrave done as a man- 
ager. We now find ourselves - 
after a “crisis" -Jbur points off 
a European place and I think 
we'll improve on that 

“It took Manchester United 
seven years to win the tide af- 
ter Alex Ferguson arrived and 
I inherited players who were 
used to a relegation fight rather 

than chasing things. We are 
gradually changing that round. 
There are 11 players gone since 
I came here and five or six com6 


Photograph: Simon Wilkinson 


in. We have young players com- 
ing through, but it does not 
change overnight - dubs do not 
want to sell their best players 
and you have to be very care- 
ful in the foreign market." 

Royle has two great assets in 
his quest. One is an apparent- 
ly supportive board, the other 
is his own history. We met at 
Everton’s BelleGeld training 
ground in an office which had 
barefy changed since Royle first 
entered, it more than 30 years 
ago. He now sits behind - 
rather than stands in front’ of - 
Catterick’s unusual desk, which 
has.a football pitch painted on 
it One new addition is pinned 
to the noticeboard, an old and 
unframed black-and-white pho- 
tograph of Royle heading an 
Everton goal. 


M lb. Roy Ik Kverton > 

vuungcst debutant, tavingpad* 
uated - like the current stung. 
Michael Branch- from the tei- 
nicus. He is described, m Iau 
Ross and Gordon Salaries 
Everton - Vte Complete RecmLm. 
as being widely acknowledged 
as Everton 4 .* finest post-war 
centre-forward. 

More of a Ferguson than a 
Brandi, he scored 1 19 goals u> 
275 games 23 of them in the 
1970 championship season. 
Now 47, he carries a grim lega- 
cy of his efforts with Everton. 
England Manchester City. Bris- 
tol Citv and Norwich. He hits 
arthritis in his hips and knees 
and Willie Donaehie does the 
physical work on the training 

remains a Goodison hero. 
On Satuniuv. after the laboured 
win over West Ham. uvidcmvus 
showing in the Winslow Arms 

‘I don’t find 
criticism difficult 
to deal with, *- 
but I do find it 
very hard to 
understand' 

opposite Goodison. As 1 en- 
tered, Royle was shown scoring • 
a goal. He describes his return 
to Everton. after a dozen years 
as manager of Oldham, as ”a 
calling". 

The season Royle begun 
playing. Everton won the FA 
Cup. It was four more years be- 
fore Catterick landed the title. 
Kendall, having taken over a 
struggling team, .needed four 
years to build his champions, 
during which crowds plummet- 
ed and supporters called for his 
dismissal. The board were re- 
warded for backing him just as 
Manchester United’s have been 
for standing by Alex Ferguson. 

It is thus premature to judge m 
R oyle, even iflife in the Pre ar? 
iership demands instant 
dicls. Liverpool’s current 
success, and their beautiful 
football, docs not make it any 
easier. “It does not make a dif- 
ference to me personally, but it 
does to supporters." he said. 
“The fans reel it" 

Victory tomorrow would light- 
en their mood. Everton have in- 
jury problems, but Royle is 
confident. “Since ray first game, 
we have no fear of the occasion.” 


Hibernian fail in attempt to lure McLeish 


Scottish football 


Hibernian yesterday dropped 
their interest in the Motherwell 
manager, Alex McLeish, just 24 
hours before the two clubs 
meet in the Bell's Scottish 
League, after repeated attempts 
to talk with him all failed. 

The Easter Road dub want- 
ed McLeish to succeed Alex 
Miller, who. resigned three 
weeks ago, but were denied 
permission to approach him. 

“It is no secret that we would 


have liked to have held discus- 
sions with the Motherwell man- 
ager, Alex McLeish," the 
Hibernian chairman, Douglas 
Cromb, said. 

“We asked the Motherwell 
board for permission to talk to 
him as he is still under contract, 
but this was refused. 

“We had hoped that, on re- 
flection, the situation might 
change and permission would 
have been granted, but this has 
not been the case. Nowit is time 
to move on.” 

In the meantime, Jocky Scott, 


who led the team to victory 
against Rangers last Saturday, 
will be in charge for today's game 
against Motherwell, a match 
which will surely test the emo- 
tions of 37-yeaoold McLeish. 

Dunfermline, who entertain 
Dundee United, are without the 
suspended Marc Millar in their 
final match before the Coca- 
Cola Cup semi-final against 
Rangers next Tuesday. 

Celtic will plunge Stewart 
Kerr into tomorrow's match 
against Hearts at 'fynecastle, but 
manager Tommy Burns insists 


he has no fears about blooding 
the 21-year-old goalkeeper in a 
match being screened live by 
Scottish Television. Kerr re- 
places the suspended Gordon 
Marshall. 

Andreas Thom is almost cer- 
tainly out for Celtic, who also 
have Tosh McKinlay banned 
and Jorge Cadete not yet ready 
to return. Hearts could play for- 
mer the French international 
Stephane Paille in the last 
match of his trial at Tynecaslle, 
although Darren Beckford is 
also available. 


MAJOR WEEKEND FIXTURES AND POOLS CHECK 


TODAT 

3.0 unless sated 

FA Carl tag Premiership 



1 Araenat v Coventry .. 

2 Asun Vina v Leeds .... 

3 Chelsea v Wimbledon 

4 Middlesbrough v Tottenham 


5 Nottingham Brest v Derby . — 

6 Sheffield Wed v Blackburn - 

7 Southampton v Sunderland 

8 West Ham v Leicester 

Nationwide FootbaB Lasagne 
First DMstan 

9 Bradford CJty v Barnsley l — -.. 

10 Charlton v Bolton 

11 Crystal Palace v Swindon 

12 Gnmdry v West Bromwich 

13 Huddersfield v Southend - 

34 Ipswich v Ftortsmouth 

15 Manchester Oty v Norwich 

15 Oldham v Reading 

U Stoke v Sheffield Utd 

18 WWvas v ftxt vae 

Second Division 

19 Brentford v VfelsaS 

20 Bristol Rovers v Blackpool 

21 Burnley v Notts County 

22 Bury v Watford 

23 Chesterfield v Crewe 

24 Grtflngham v MiUwaH 

25 Luton v P et e rboro u gh ........... 

26 Plymouth v Brrstol CHy. 

27 Preston v Shrewsbury 


28 Wtexham v Bournemouth 47 FbMrk v St Johnstone 

29 Wycombe v Stockport 48 St Moran * Eetf Rte 

30 fork v Rotherham Scottish Second EHvfston 

Third Dfvtsloa 49Bawwk.vOyda 

31 Barnet v Hartlepool...- — - awhousamutr 

32 Cambridge Utt v Rochdale — ■ “ 

SgST.aS:: : 6521®!!=== 

35 Darlington v Mansfield Scottish Third DMsfon 

36 Doncaster v Brighton - A9oa v Montrose 

37 Hereford v Leyton Orient - Cowdenbeath v Inverness Cal T L. 

38 Huff vRiham - East Snrtngv Queen's Perk 

39 Uncofn v Scarbomudi - Forfer v Albion — . — 

- Northampton v Colchester — - Ro» County v Arbroath 

- Swansea v Scunthorpe tnunnonui 

BolTs Scottish League FA Carting Premiership 

Premier Division u**T»c* v Brarton Oxn 

40 Ounfermane v Dundee IM - NaroasOe v Manchester Utd |4.0) 

Nationwide Football League 

43 Rangef? v Aberdeen ...... f 1 ™ _ _ _ _ 

Scottish First OMsloa 

44 Atroie v Stirling tieeiaconwn 

45 Clydebank v Greenock Morton Premier DhfWoa 

46 Dundee v Partjck Hearts v Celtic (3-0) — , 


TEAM SHEET 


Arsenal v 
Coventry 


Last season: l-i 
Last five League m a tc h es: Ar- 
senal DWWWW; Coventry UMJDD 
Frt-again Dutch strflrer Betgkamp 
starts on the bendv while French 
utility player Garde could also be 
among Ihe substitutes as The Gun- 
ners chase a fifth successive wfn. 
Coventry tookOre bang without Bur- . 
-rows (groin muscle) and he wttl be 
replaced by Shaw oc Williams. 
Striker Du Win is expected to Wap 
his place after coming ofT the 
bench to score his side’s fest-fiinute 
equaliser a&iost South amp ton. 

S N Forest v 
Derby 

Last season: No corresporvfingftx- 
ture 

Last fore League matches: Nottra 
Forest DLLDL; Dertay WWDU. 
Campbell needs to prove his Sharp- 
ness for Forest Giinan has been 
called up. but Lee is more fikey to 
partner Seundere upfront Blatnei'- 
wick is expected to play. Derby's 
DutehstAe’Wtanrsst^hforSajr- 
ridge (ante). Dench international de- 
fender Lauren is fit and certxeback 
Ybtes comes into tbe squad. 




Aston Villa 
v Leeds 


Last season: 3-0 
Last five League matches: Aston 
vma DDDLL; Leeds LLLLW 
Trifpslav striker kWosevic is to be rest- 
ed after scoring only three times in 
eight games this term, he will make 
way for Johnson. Defender Southgate 
is expected to return after injury while 
gMfeeeper Bosnich is ejected to play 
Leeds captain Rush has recovered 
from hamstring trouble, lining up 
alongside Hatetey. playing the last 
match of his loan speL Left-back Don- 
03 Is unGkely to start, but Palmer is 
back after a one-match ban. 


Staff Wed 
v Blackburn 


Lest season: 2-1 
Last five League matches: Staff 
Wed LLDLL; Blackburn LLDDL 
Wednesday’s Whrttingham looks 
nkefy to make way for Carbone. 
Briscoe and Collins are still unfit 
Dutch midfielder Ihstfuli returns -with 
detender Walker (one-matt* ban). 
Striker GaHacher makes a welcome 
return for Blackburn. "Pearce is fit 
again, but follow defender Le Saux 
Is not yet ready for inclusion. 


Chelsea v 
Wimbledon 


Last season: 1-2. 

Last ftaaiaaen matches: CtataM 
WDLDW; Wbnbtedon WWWWW 
Chelsea pfeyer-managsr Gulfft has re- 
sisted the temptation to recall him- 
self. Defenders Duberty (knee) and 
Phelan (ankle) are not yet ready for 
a return either. Defender Blackwell is 
set to start In place of injured Scot- 
tish international McAfflsttr (ankle) as 
Wlmbtedonaajampfttoatendaclub- 
reemd ron of sw successive vans. Man- 
agar Kmnear may bring in left-back 
Klmbfe and move England Under-21 
captain Thatcher to centre-back. 




Last season: No corresponding fix- 
ture. 

Last five League matches: 
Southampton ULLWD; Sundeftand 

DLWLD - 

Overseas signings, striker Ostenstad, 
midfielder Berkowitch arid foil-back 
Van Gobbei, could make foil debuts 
for Southampton. Moss stays in 
rod. Sunderland hare left-back Scott 
(after suspension) and striker Russeti 
back in their starting line-up. 


Middlesbro 
v Tottenham. 


Last season: 0-1 

Last five League matches: Md- 

dtesbraugh WWLLD; Tottenham 

IWLLW 

Home manager Robson has a fol- 
ly-fit squad - that means Scottish 
defender Whyte could return after 
missing Monday's 2-2 draw at Sun- 
derland. Armstrong feces a test on 
Ws ankle injury for Tottenham. If he 
foils, teenager Allen will return 
ter a vires. Sinton is out after dan" 
aging tewe ligaments a^inst Aston 
Villa, while Rosenthal (hamstrmg 
strain) is soil unavailable. 

West Ham v 
Leicester 

Last season: No corresponding 
fixture 

Lastffve League matches: West 
Ham DLWLL; Leicester DLWWL 
Futre (injijiy) and Rieper (suspension) 
return for west Ham. Lazaridis is also 
fit but could be kept out by Rowland. 
Radudoiu is set to start alongside 
Porfirio In attack. Leicester hare stiv- 
er Claridge back but midfielders 
Lennon, Parker and tzzet are doubt- 
ful. Captain WtSsh (knee) feces a test. 


tomorrow 


Uvaffpool 
v Everton 



Last season: 1-2. Last five League marches: Liverpool 
WWWWL; Everton LLDWW 

fe^foiW>fe^Stest r vi^Mn0aw8SroSn) < oaW , re 

.-turn to Barton's defence for the first time since August. Ebbrefl 
(ankJe) arid Parkinson (hamstring) look doubtful starters. 


Newcastle Utd v 
_ Manchester Utd 

Last League matches: Newcastle 
WWWWW; Manchester Utd WWDWW 
GiUespis ifflu and ricked neck) may yet be fit in time for Newcas- 
tle. Cruyff te the only fitness worry for Manchester United ercept 
for ages (hamstring), who may be recalled if fit Phil Neville, fol- 
ly recovered, may be on the bench after his knee operation. 


A CABLE & WIRELESS COMPANY 


VOUR PHONE + YOUR NUMBER + YOUR BT LINE + MERCURY 5MARTCALL 

= 20 % OFF YOUR INTERNATIONAL CALLS. 


(SIMPLE, ISN’T IT?) 




P55T...ANP 
STILL 20 % CHEAPER 
THAN BT 


Mercury SmartOiIL You don't have to be a genius to see how much you'll save. 



It’s true. Even after BT s pricey 
cuts Mercury SmartCall still adds 
up to a better deal. 

For a quarterly tee of £5.75 
(inc.VAT),vou still save between 
20% and 39% off BT’s basic rates 
for international calls of five 
minutes or longer made between 
6pm to 8am weekdays and any 
time at weekends. To get the 
figures for your home phone bill, 

FreeCall 0500 500 366 


’ > . / . . : .... 1 . " 


. : - •: -r:n :\;y; t-;,; 


neon 


^.MERCURY 
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sport 


Nothing but the Premiership for nine-year-olds 


Laa Saturday was a red-letter day 
sinoe i£ ^ 

SihTui f ?° -J®® 1 same in the life of 


That’s because I support Spurs, 
but my other half, who is a Rangers 

that, you baby Blair wfll 

-«*• - — i- - t ra sure be registered as a Junior Hammer 

before he has time to' breathe, let 
ak>ae utter the word White, Hart or 
Lane. The other problem is that 
baby. Blair will be the fifth genera- 

tvwi m a r J e jS_ _ 


' 'lOr. 

'-=v 

" 1 V 

*'t find" 

‘ ^fifflcul; 
’* Vvith. ■ 
0 find j 
<ara to 
stand 1 

'' > i . ; 

1 

" .""■a 

''I _ 


. . o — a iu aure 

most people can recall their first 
s|me. Mine was with ray dad in the 
Sffly 1970s: Portsmouthv Chariton 
at .Fratton Park. Pompey hadn’t 

won at home all season, but scraped 
1-0 victory, which I of coureeat- 

lA mv Kikitia 


1 

m 


- - nrnuj I UI tOl 

ibuted to my being there. 

& on Saturday Tin sure that Spurs 

beat VOla for the first time in six years 
because baby Blair was there, not be- 
cause Gareth Southgate wasn’t. It was 
a good omen for a first game (actu- 
ally Wimbledon v Manchester Unit- 
ed on the opening day of the season 
was the very first, but 1 didn’t know 
baby Blair was there). You see, baby 
Blair is not actually due to arrive in 
this world until March, but such is the 
footballing rivalry in our household, 
be (or she) already has - footbafl-wfae, 
at least - a split personality. 


— ■ — w«uvi w uwB>$DcgiYena Su- 
per AIfy teddy, bear as a reminder 
of his heritage. 

It would be a shame if he had to 
support Rangers from afar and sur- 
vive ou the meagre diet of Scottish 

T(V)thaH nf&wWI Tot rU«* 


i. 2 u. i^ast vjazza s given them a rea- 

scai for covering the Scottish g*™*. 
if not always for the right reasons). 
But in fact baby Blair would be no 

nmPrPnKntfin lhnniw.J. -ft *.1 J. _ 


grow up idolising a big club situat- 
ed hundreds of miles from their 
h ome town, and whose idea of sup- 
porting involves possessing the lat- 


est replica tc&siteaibiag to the dub 
m a gann e and having a bedroom fes- 
tooned with postere of the dub’s stare. 

It’s amazing how you can wander 
along any high street and see kids 
wearing Manchester United, Liv- 
erpool and Newcastle tops, along 
with the odd England number (al- 
though never the grey version), 
while tops representmg ine local side 
are as rare as a new agoing at Spurs. 

Ruth and Mark Aden are perfect 

esampto of this demographic vagwiy 
'School playground codes these days 
dtoate that ft’s just not hip to be seen 
wearing* Stockport or Hartlepool top 
when year can strut around in the lat- 
est offerings from the £at cais.So al- 
though Ruth and Mark, thanks to 
their dad, Richard, are lifelong Swin- 
don fans f nine-year-old Mark has 
even replaced toe Thnnderbirds’ 
stickers above his bed with a collec- 
tion featuring Sieve McMahan, Mark 
Walters et al - at school, both nail 
their colours to a very different may 


Olivia Blair 



ON SATURDAY 


Rufa doesn’t dare, mention the’ 
Robins: “It’s too embarrassing, so I 
talk about Man Utd,” she says. 
Made, meanwhile, has nhMTiH^iwt 
Swindon for QPR: “About a quar- 
ter of my friends support Man Utd, 
a fifth of them are QPR. They’re al- 
ways telling me Swindon are rub- 
bish.” In other words, if you’re a 
nine-year-old in a playground in 


south-west London and you support 
a Nationwide League team, you 
are bullied and forced to go in goal. 

As if that wasn’t enongh'of a prob- 
lem, toe cost of taking kids to foot- 
ball is prohibitive to those kids 
forming a life-long allegiance with 
their local side, hence the fan from 
afar phenomenon. If you can’t afford 
Deepdale or Old Halford, why not 
support toe Reds and be cool at 
school, seems to be toe creed. But 
that has led to a lack of atmosphere 
at many of the smaller grounds, a feet 
backed up by a survey in next 
mouth's FourFourJivo magazine, in 
which 91 per cent offans said the at- 
mosphere at grounds wasn’t as good 
as it used to be in the kwer divisions. 

There does seem to be a tendency 
to bemoan toe lack of a family at- 
mosphere, rather than to adopt a 
price structure to attract one. But 
at least some clubs are trying Ley- 
ton Orient, for example, are charg- 
ing underbids just £10 for a season 


ticket (that’s43p per match), while 
at Wrcombe under-lbs pay just 
£35. And bobble hats off to Bristol 
Gty, who have given evmy adult buv- 


ax Ashton Gale a free season tick- 
et for fans aged 12 and under. 

But none of these du bs can hope 
to comp ete on the marketing front 
with dubs such as United (who have 
enough junior members — 34,156 - 
to fill over half 1 of Old ThriFoixf) and 

Spurs. Their dub shops stock every- 
thing from beakers to bibs and 
jumpsuits in toe hope of catching 
them young (well, you wouldn’t ex- 
pect Alan Sugar to-pass up a mar- 
keting opportunity, would you?) 

The saving grace for the smaller 
dubs is a committed parent with 
: to l 


enough money ana sense to pass on 
good - and loyal -- habits. Of course, 
what 1 haven't considered is that 
baby Blair could grow up hating 
football - although it’s unf 
a family where even the cat is < 


Let Yashin - or he rebellious 
enough to support local team OPR 
(at least he’d be supporting Rangers 
in some shape and form). So it's like- 
ly that baby Blair will end up being 
taken regularly to Upton Park - at 
least West Ham is one of ihe few 
Premiership clubs with a family at- 
mosphere which reflects their sym- 
pathetic price structure - and so will 
be committed to a lifetime forever 
blowing bubbles. 

Sometimes, however, not even 
dad has toe pulling power to sway 
young loyalties. 1 recall one eight- 
y ear-old whose dad was a commit- 
ted Gooner, but whose best pal 
supported Spurs. Since best pul 
was, at that time, on a pedestal, the 
boy ended up wearing blue and 
white instead of red and white. 
Dad wasn’t best pleased, bemuse 
dad was Liam Bradv*. 

Olivia Blair is assistant editor of 
FburFourTwo magazine 


Toon Army finds 
* a new general 


. * 
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D avid Batty’s head has 
been seen of late buried 
in a weighty tome de- 
scribed on toe dust jacket as “a 
modern history of hideous 
crimes”. The Newcastle United 
midfielder has a fascination for 
real-life horror. Perhaps it is 
just as well. 

Each time he mined on his 
heels in Budapest cm Tuesday 
night, he could see football's 
equivalent of a horror show un- 
folding before his eyes. Had it not 
been for Batty’s calmmp influ- 
ence. Newcastle’s Uefa Cup 
challenge would probably have 
perished with their death-wish 
defending against Ferencvaros. 

It was not simply that he 
steadied a sinking ship with his 
combative play in Newcastle’s 
midfield anchor role. Batty’s 
typecast Yorkshire terrier image 
has never done his talent truejus- 
ticc.He showed his creative 
in Budapest by setting 
uj&ISh Shearer for his impres- 
sive equaliser. 

Batty’s form must surely be a 
source of some reassurance for 
Kevin Keegan, the Newcastle 
manager, as he ponders the case 
against a defence that was not so 
much at sixes and sevens as 
ones, threes, fives, 12s and 19sin 
that 3-2 defeat against the Hun- 
garian champions. Indeed, if 
Shearer's is the first name the 
Newcastle manager pearib on Ins 
team-sheet for tomorrow’s visit 
of Manchester United, toe de- 
fending champions, to St James’ 
Park, Batty’s will be a dose sec- 
ond. 

Batty, in Keegan's estima- 
tion, “has been nothing short of 
sensational” since his transfer 
from Bbdcburn in February. 
Yet if the Newcastle manager had 
been swayed by the Toon Army, 
he would not have allowed the 
Yoriotoireman dose enough to St 
James’ Park to put pen to paper. 

“I got shoals of mail saying 
tbavJ, shouldn't sign him be- 
;'4«jujihe wasn't good enough 
; Jid wq didn’t need him, 1 ’ Kee- 
gan recalled. 

Tomorrow afternoon, you 


Simon Turnbull 

on David Batty,-, 
whose defensive 
qualities will be 
much needed tty 
Newcastle tomorrow 

would not find one local hearting 
up the hifl to Newcastle’s ground 
who would confess to being any- 
thing other than batty about 
Batty - unless, of course, you 
came across the Geordie Judas- 
es, as they have come to be 
known, in toe Northumberland 
branch of the Manchester Unit- 
ed supporters’ dob. 

‘I got mail saying 
I shouldn’t sign 
him because he 
wasn't good 
enough, and. we 
didn't need him’ 


- Batty made his debut in the 
corresponding frrture last season 
and while it was Eric Cantona, 
a fellow graduate from Leeds* 
champion class of 1992, who 
strode the decisive blow that 
March night,- the Newcastle new 
boy, won over the doubters. 

Iq doing so, he won the man 
of the match award and has had 
countless more statuettes foe 
company on the after-match dri- 
ve back to the Weiheiby borne he 
shares with his wife, Mandy, and 
their toddler twins, George and 
Jack. “He is (he best , signing 
Kevin. Keegan’s made,” Barry 
\fenison, one of Batty’s prede- 
cessors in Newcastle’s defensive 
midfield sfot, said on a return vis- 
it to Tyneside this week. Cer- 
tainly, toe £3 .5m acquisition of 
Batty must undoubtedtyxaiik as 
one of the Newcastle manager’s 
smartest 


He cost £500,000 less than 
Warren Barton and less than 
half toe price of Faustino As- 
prilla. At 27, he is at the peak 
of his playing powers and, hav- 
ing been picked in Glenn Hod- 
cfle’s squad for toe Moldova 
game, is bade in toe England 
picture again. 

Yet in the 51 weeks he spent 
out of action from April 1994 
to April 1995, Bany feared his 
career would be ended by a split 
bone in the side of his right an- 
kle that screws failed to mend. 
It was only the last resort of re- 
moving the bone, after six 
months in plaster, that solved a 
seemingly incurable problem. 

“That was the worst period 
of my life,” Batty said, “l real- 
ly thought my playing days 
might be at an end.” 

Such a close shave perhaps 
explains why Batty has been 
playing with renewed relish 
since he left Blackburn, where 
his Moscow tiff with Graeme Le 
Saux and Ray Harford’s signing 
of Lars Bohmen threatened to 
stifle the promising comeback 
he made at toe end of Rovers' 
1994/95 cbampionsbdp-winamg. 
campaign. : 

It was Kenny Dalglish, Kee- 
gan’s successor in the Liverpool 
No 7 shirt, who took Batty to 
Ewopd Park in 1993. Dalglish 
never forgot toe 18-year-old 
who played alongside him in an 
Elland Road testimonial match 
for John Charles and Bobby 
CoflhK. 

. Bid the manager who mould- 
ed Batty, and who he dtes as the 
. greatest influence on his career, 
was toe man who caused Kee- 
gan to lose his shirt, as well as 
his rag in toe famously un- 
charitable 1974 Charity Shield 
match at Wembley. “I knew he 
was a diamond the first time I 
saw him play for Leeds Gty 
Boys,” Billy Bremner said. 

Come tomorrow, Keegan 
will doubtless be grateful far his 
polished gem as he plots how 
to get his hands on the crown- 
ing jewel in the Old Trafford 
trophy cabinet 



David Batty has proved the Newcastle doubters wrong 


! Maff i» 
enter 


Swiss praise for Liverpool tactics 


Roy Evans resumes his domes- 
tic duties tomorrow with a Mer- 
seyside derby, secure in the 
knowledge that Liverpool have 
regained their high standing in 
Europe. 

A place in toe quarter-finals 
or the Cup-Winners’ Cup in 
March now looks likely follow- 
ing their 2-1 victory against 
Sion. The result in this second- 
round first-leg game was just the 
boost Evans and his players 
needed before tomorrow's 
gome with Everton at Anfield. 

The way they went about se- 
curing that victory on .Thursday 
night was loudly applauded in 


Switzerland, while Evans him- 
self called bis team’s approach 
“professional?. 

Robbie Fowler and John 
.Baines got the goals after 
Christ ophe Bonvin had given 
Sion a surprise early lead. 

Alberto Bigon, the Sion 
coach, said Liverpool deserved 
their victoiy and that his club 
now seem resigned to going out 
Of the competition. 

Swiss journalists and broad- 
casters also praised Evans for 
his forwarf-tninlring tactics. Pa- 
trik Herr of Sport Zurich said: 
“When Liverpool equalised, 
many people thought they 


would settle for a draw. But it 
was (A»viouslyiK)t in their. think- 
ing and that startled a lot of peo- 
ple here. 

“They are not used to seeing 
a visiting side play such an of- 
fensive game and. it was very 
thrilling to watch. It made for 
a very special game and I - know 
the people of Sion were hon- 
oured to see such a perfor- 
mance. . 

“John Baines never gave toe 
ball away, but most of the pa- 
pers here say Steve McMana- 
man was the outstanding player. 

“He has marvellous skill and. 
X don’t thmk the Sion defend-. 


cis have faced a player like that 
before, one who tuds straight at 
them." 

Despite praising his team, 
Evans was unhappy at toe way 
his team defended for long 
spells and has the option of re- 
calling Ned Ruddock against 
Everton. 

John Scales, who was con- 
tinually pulled out of position 
in Switzerland, could find his 
place under threat Evans will 
also wait to assess the fitness of 
Fowler, who managed to play 
for 68 minutes after missing 
three marches because of an an- 
kle injury. 


Dave Watson could return to 
the Everton defence for the first 
time since the opening day of the 
season. He came through an A- 
team game this week behind 


lems after suffering a cot 
tion of knee and groin injuries. 

Everton have come in for 
much criticism since toeir open- 
ing-day victoiy over Newcastle 
and they aim to use that to their 
advantage. Joe Rpyle, the Ever- 
ton manager^ said: “Nothing 
unites a team more than criti- 
cism of this kind. We are not go- 
ing to Anfield just to make up 
the numbers.” 


* 




Take one phone 
number wherever 
you go. 

Imagine a Personal Nuntocr that's yoms for lift. Wherever 
you go, your customers, colleagues and friends get you the 
first time on one numbet Call inter.connect for details. 
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Turin test for Internazionale 


Internationale, the new Italian 
league leaders, face tbeir first se- 
rious test of the season when 
they travel to Hiiin to face the 
European djampioos, Juventus 
tomorrow night 
JFivc games into the new sea- 
son. Inter lead by just one point 

from a quartet of second placed 

sides -Parma. Roma, Bologna, 
and Juventus. 

filter might be top but they 
havohot impressed in picking up 
nine of then 10 points against 
Serie A also-rans, Udinese, Pe- 
rugia! Atalanta and Piacenza- 
In a ruidweek Uefa Cop home 
tie, Iota again struggled to beat 

the modest Austrian side Casi- 
no Graz 1-0, thanks to an 81st- 
nnmite goal from the French 
defender Jocelyn Angioma. 
Ihe Inter defender Salvatore 

Erea argues that, media criti- 
dsm notwithstanding being pa 


Uiuiugiwi J-,— r 

ference between this season 


Ivan Zamonmo. as a partner for 
Marco Branca. 

Juventus have also bad a 
week of mixed fortunes which 
saw them held to a 1-1 draw by 
toe Austrian side, RapkJVienna, 
on 


and last is tangible, opponents 
look on us with more respect 
Let’s hope it goes well in Turin. 

The longer we remain on top, 
toe more respect well earn, the 
more opponents will fear us," 
he said. in toe Champions^ League oi 

Recent tradition is against In- Wednesday, five days after j 
■ ter since toeir last league win 2-1 league defeat by Vicenza, 
against Juventus .came in the 
1992/93 season when they 
pulled off a 3-1 and 2-0 home 
and away double. 

Tomorrow Inter will also be 
without their influential English 
midfielder Paul Ince, who is sus- 
pended, following his sending 
of f against Piacenza last Satur- 
day. 


Inter’s English coach, 
Hodgson, will replace Ince 1 . ... 
the Swiss midfielder Griaco 
Sforza, alongside toe Argentine 
Javier Zanetti, the Frenchman 
YouriDjorkaeff and the Dutch- 
man, Aron Winter. 

In attack, Maurizio Ganz 
may be preferred to the Chilean, 


league defeat by ' 

The goalkeeper Angelo Pc- 
ruzzi and the Ftench midfield- 
er Zinedine Zidane, who both 
missed the Rapid encounter, are 
expected to return. . 

The Croat, Alen Boksic, and 
‘ Michele Padovano will form th e 
attack, while Zidane regains his 
place alongside his compatriot 
Didier Deschamps and Ange- 
lo Di Ljvio, probably at toe ex- 
pense of the Serb, Vladimir 

Jugovic. 

Juvencus’s stylish striker 
Alessandro Del Piero, who has 
been out of action since sus- 
taining an ankle injury last 
month, is expected to come on 
as a second-half substitute: 


Photograph: Empics 

McGoldrick 
moves to 
Maine Road 

Nationwide round-up 

Eddie McGoldrick takes his 
place in Manchester City's 
otherwise unchanged squad for 
their home game against Nor- 
wich after Steve Coppell paid 
Arsenal £300,000 yesterday to 
make his loan move permanent. 

In-form Norwich City, who, 
in second, are 17 places above 
their hosts, weloome back Andy 
Johnson, who missed Wednes- 
day’s 2-0 defeat of Oldham. 
That was the Canaries' third 
successive victory, but they have 
won only once m their last 20 
visits to Maine Road. 

For toeir visit to Chariton, the 
leaders Bolton retain the side 
that beat Ttanmere, bin the 
home side are hoping that An- 
thony Barn ess recovers from an 

ankle injury. Ricky Otto will be 
making his final appearance 
on loan from Birmingham.. 

There is no change either for 
Crystal Palace as they welcome 
Swindon to Selhursi Park. Their 
captain, Ray Houghton, is still 
out with a calf strain and 
George Ndah is absent with a 
thigh injury. 

Swindon’s midfielder Scott 
Lertch is expected to recover 
from his gram strain, which has 
restricted his training as toe 
Robins seek toeir first win at Sel- 
hurst Park since toe 1955/56 
season. 

Bradford Gty hope to receive 
clearance to play the Portuguese 
midfielder Humberto, who has 
joined his compatriot Sergio 
Pinto at Valley Parade, against 
Barnsley, who have dint Mar- 
celle back in contention after a 
month out with a calf injury. 



ByColm Campbell 




You can sec them every Sat- 
urday in the streets of Fhisley, 
especially around popular 
single-decker buses 
loaded with either blue, red 
and while dad Rangers die- 
hards or green and while be- 
decked Celtic fans. 

The buses trundle off, 
weighed down with those who 
have made toe easy decision to 
support one or other of the 
Glasgow giants, both of which 
are based within 10 miles of 
Paisley town centre. 

Consequently, St Mirren, 
the local senior team for 
around 200,000 people, find 
themselves bereft of the support 
that would relieve the dub's 
current financial difficulties. 

Despite its geographical 
proximity, it is not only toe 
Paisley Saints who are frus- 
trated by this weekly exodus of 
cash-paying supporters. Every 
town in Scotland contributes 
to the attendances at Ibrax and 
Parkhead, each of which now 
attract over 50,000. 

St Mirren, however, seem to 
be suffering more than most 
and the enormity of toe over- 
draft means that a swift return 
to toe richer pickings at the big 
boys' table is becoming in- 
creasingly less likely. 

The current cash crisis can 
be traced back to toeir Scot- 
tish Cup triumph in 1987. On 
the foundation of that success, 
the then board decided that 
the time was right to assem- 
ble a team capable of sus- 
taining a long-term challenge 
in the top half of toe Premier 
Division. The manager, Tony 
Fitzpatrick, was allocated a 
budget - frankly beyond their 
means - to recruit the re- 
quired players. Of course, 
they flopped, performances 
deteriorated and relegation 
followed. 

Ironically, Fitzpatrick’s pop- 
ularity with the fans remained 
intact throughout. Yes, the 
signings were hopeless but, as 
they were being made, with the 
possible exception of a mer- 
cenary Steve Archibald, toe 
fans were rubbing their bands 
and saying: ‘'Great, these are 
toe boys for us!" 

The Love Street manager's 
office has had various recent oc- 
cupants, but now Tony Fitz- 
patrick, with his enthusiasm still 
on the boil, has landed back in 
toe hot seat. The fans smiled 


and nodded when he publicly 
reminisced about a game in Ab- 
erdeen towards ihe end of his 
first spell in charge. The ram- 
pant Dons had just whipped us 
5-fl and, as he made the loncLsh 
walk from the Pittodrie dug-out 
along the track to the tunnel, 
he was not even all that sur- 
prised to find that a sizeable 
contingent of the Saints fans 
had stayed to cheer and chant 
his name. Like the playing kit. 
everything is black or white" with 
the Paisley support: you’re ei- 
ther a hero or a villain. 

Our expectations arc slight- 
ly different now in the austere 
90s. The hoped-for swift 
bounce back to the top flight 
never materialised ■ and the 
current shoe-string budget is 
restricting our short-term am- 
bitions. It would be nice to en- 
joy toe novelty of a season in 
which we do not have to wor- 
ry about further demotion. 

Long terra? It comes and 
goes in cydcs for teams like St 
Mirren. They had 13 consec- 
utive seasons in the Premier 
and qualified for Europe four 
times in the 80s. They are in 
the realms of under-achieve- 
ment at the moment, but toe 
cycle dictates an inevitable 
rise again at some point 

Of course, it would be bet- 
ter if the Old Firm supporting 
hordes backed the local team 
instead. But that is a fantasy 
we can forgeL Professional 
sport is. by definition, a busi- 
ness and, like any other busi- 
ness, a professional football 
club, ultimately, is selling a 
product to a customer. 

The product sold by 
Rangers and Celtic is. at a fun- 
damental level different from 
that sold by Scottish provincial 
dubs. Hie Glasgow giants are 
selling an association with suc- 
cess, their customers are not 
going to tolerate a side inca- 
pable of challenging for - and 
winning - domestic silverware 
on an ongoing season to sea- 
son basis. 

The otheis are selling the 
cosy glow of satisfaction that 
goes with supporting the lo- 
cal mob. And although things 
might be rotten just now, if we 
stick with it long enough, 
there is a glory day some- 
where in the future - and the 
longer we have to wait, the 
sweeter it is going to be when 
we see it. 
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Striker injured? Manager moved on? 
Now’s your chance to improve your 
team for a sporting chance to win 
: . tickets to World Cup *98 
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on Steve Strieker on Wentwortfils fourth hole during yesterday's afternoon round of his match against Ernie Els. At one stage the American was six up but he lost on the last 
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Players vote for strike over TV money 


Football 

ALAN NIXON AND PHIL SHAW 

England’s footballers have vot- 
ed overwhelmingly in favour of 
strike action and are likely to 
withdraw their labour for the 
first Lime in their history a 
fortnight today. 

The strike action will affect 
the three divisions below the 
Premiership, and is the result 
of a protracted battle between 
the Football League -which ad- 
ministers the three divisions of 
the Nationwide League - and 
the players’ union over the dis- 
tribution of televirion money. 

Gordon Taylor, the chief ex- 
ecutive of the Professional 
Footballers’ Association, had 
called on his members to en- 
dorse strike action in a ballot 
carried out in the last month. 
He will today announce 92 per 
cent backing for a strike. 

When Taylor announces his 


plans he will almost certainly in- 
struct his members in the First, 
Second and Third Divisions 
not to play in any game al which 
TV cameras are present, either 
for live coverage or recorded 
highlights, starting on Saturday 
2 November. With all Fust Di- 
vision games, and many in the 
Second and Third, now having 
cameras present to provide Sky 
Sports with its extensive cover- 
age, the instruction is likely to 
affect the majority of matches 
in the three divisions. 

Thylor is prepared to perse- 
vere with the strike despite 
threats from the Football 
League that it could have long- 
term consequences. The action 
will not affect Premiership 
matches. 

At issue is the portion of the 
television money which has 
traditionally been paid to the 
PEA and used to pay for pen- 
sions and other benefits. Last 
minute talks have been lined up 


between the two parties. Chris 
Hull, the Football League 
spokesman, said last night: 
“We hope for developments 
over the weekend. We have al- 
ways stressed that we want to 
continue our dialogue. Hope- 
fully the PFA will com£ round 

to that Way of thinking. " 

The only previous occasion 


on which England’s profes- 
sionals came close to with- 
drawing their labour in the 
1960/61 season when they 
sought the lifting of the Foot- 
ball League's maximum wage of 
£20 per week. 

Port Vale's First Division fix- 
ture at Wolverhampton today 
could be their last in the 


Football League, the chib's 
chairman. Bill Bell, warned 
yesterday. 

Ben, the car dealer who owns 
SO per cent of Vale’s shares, put 
the Potteries dub and all their 
players up for sale following 
protests against him after 
Wednesday’s home defeat by 
Crystal Palace. He said: "At the 


moment there is no one coming 
forward to buy the dub. If no. 
one comes in during the next 
seven days, 1 would think Port 
Vhle will not remain as a foot- 
balldnb.* 

During the night, a van 
owned by Bell was set. alight by 
intruders at Vale Park ana 
pushed on to the playing area. 


Rang0rs check Gascoigne’s mental state 


MARK BURTON 


Rangers' manager. Writer 
Smith, will check on Paul Gas- 
coigne’s mental condition alter 
his trying week before naming 
his team to &ce Aberdeen in the 
Scottish Premier Division today. 

Smith wants to be sure that the 
controversial Fjrgtand midfield- 
er, who was sent off in the 
Champions' League game 


.against Ajax and is also facing air 
legations that he hit his wife, is 
in the right state of mind to help 
Rangers’ pursuit of a morale- 
boosting League victory. Before 
heading off fix- the defeat in Am- 
sterdam, Rangers were beaten in 
the League at Hibernian. 

“I've had a word with him 
and he seems all right just 
now,” said Smith, after Gas- 
coigne had trained with the rest 
of the squad at Ibraxyesterday. 


“I will leave the decision until 
nearer the game. Your first 
priority is to field a team you 
think is going to win die game." 

Concern about Gascoigne 
goes beyond the club into the 
international arena. The Eng- 
land coach. Gleam Hoddle, will 
also warn to be sure that the 
Geonfie can keep himself in the 
right frame of mind for World 
Cup qualifying matches. 

Smith’s problems do not in- 


volve Gascoigne alone. FGs goal- 
keeper, Andy Goram, is ruled 
out of the Aberdeen match, as 
are McCall. Durie, Andersen 
’ and McCoist 

Smith wants to avoid a rep- 
etition of what happened in Au- 
gust 1994, the last time Rangers 

lost three times in succession. 
AEK Athens knocked them 
out of Europe, Celtic beat them 
at Ibrax, and Falkirk put them 
out of the Coca-Cola Cup. 


Keegan’s fate bound up with United 


You could forgive Kevin Kee- 
gan for feeling that the fete of 
his Newcastle managership is in- 
extricably linked with Man- 
chester United. 

Last season, his team were ■ 
denied the championship by a 
late charge by Alex Ferguson’s 
team and, now that they have 
regained the lead in the Pre- 
miership for Lhe first time since 
March, who do they meet? 

Like Holmes ana Moriarty, 
Keegan and Ferguson have 
been pitting their wits since 
Newcastle were promoted in 
1993 and it is the Manchester 
United manager who usually 
comes out cm top. 

Six league matches, no wins; 
if Newcastle’s players and sup- 
porters have a bike noire, it is un- 


doubtedly dothed in a red shirt. 
The teams meet tomorrow at St 
James' Park, the scene of the 
pivotal -and snapshot - moment 
of last season. The home team, 
their attack rampant, dominat- 
ed for the first half. When the 
goal did not come, they faded 
quietly away. The winner was 
snatched by Eric Cantona. 

The faces in the crowd that 
cold March night said every- 
thing as, for the first time, it 
dawned on Tyneside that Kee- 
gan’s team might not win the 
championship. Tears were shed 
and within three weeks the 
leadership of the Premiership 
was lost. A grudge has been nur- 
tured ever since. 

“The Manchester United 
game is one we want to win," 


Guy Hodgson previews the weekend’s 
Premiership action, which cuiminates 
tomorrow with more than pride at stake 


Peter Beardsley said this week, 
"but I wouldn’t say that it is 
more 1 important than beating 
Coventry or West Ham.” Oh 
yes? Try telling that to the 
Newcastle supporters, or Kee- 
gan, for that matter, who had 
his players training behind 
closed doors yesterday in 
preparation. 

Newcastle need to win, if only 
for the self-belief it would stoke 
on Tyneside, while the visitors 
are desperate not to lose and fall 
five points behind a team they 
regard as one of their most dan- 
gerous rivals. “We can't afford 


to let a gap develop,” Ferguson 
said yesterday, echoing the 
words of last week before his 
side paid Liverpool back with a 
1-0 win. 

Thea Ferguson had a 
Champions' League tie od the 
agenda immediately after- 
wards. It was with a sense of re- 
lief he could concentrate on 
Newcastle in isolation. “1 don’t 
have to worry about injuries,” 
he said. That news will go 
down like a punctured balloon 
in Swindon, who travel to Old 
Trafford on Wednesday for a 
Coca-Cola Cup-tie. 
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ACROSS 

I It’s a big let-down for an 2 
aviator (9, 4) 

10 Where one uvea shows a 
little in choice of headgear 3 

II £>fficer in flimsy refuge (7) 4 

12 Artist appointed to frame 

King and Queen (5) 5 

13 Cbeera up unexpectedly 

after student's interreef in 
tomb (9) 6 

14 Examine church for climb- 
ing plant (5) 7 

16 A gala mean served np for 
dance m Madrid (9) 8 

18 niumination in street re- 
veals mostly unconvincing 
situation (9\ 

19 The way animal recoils, at- 9 
tacked by wasp (5) 

20 Thar cover badly and go . 

g>are! (9) 15 

23 Wine? There’s zero in bar 

(5) 

24 Religious leader stands in 

middle of read, rationally 16 

predicting the cottse- 

25 One mother leaving noth- 17 


DOWN 

Steal back, hiding amid 
mature flourishing trees 
(?) 

Performer's agent blowing 


a hint of eccen- 


Friday’s solution 


.HU U 111 E E , 
HUEH QESHUHLJQEG] 
Q U 111 LJ U D 0 , 

EHuanoaia hiil*iejee 

El 01 H E U IQ 
□usaEfc] uqueiiiejee 

U El El U GJ 
IQHQQEQLlBmEIJHU] 

, H a EJ tQ H , 
IQEianauBui aaciuuul 
la in u ti in o 
hoqehe naami^iiEJu 
I Li a a h a m e 
aejBUfcmatiGfcj qbuq 
II B Cl U 13 Iri 


Last Saturday’s solution. • 26 jV 


uuuuiduuQFi Baaau 
HHBGinnnQ 
HOUGH OHHEEIIQnB 
HHHmnsiiJffl 
DQ0BGG0GBB 0EUDU 
0 □ □ Q ID □ 
rJEUdOQD UllifiQQQD 

□ BE E 0 E 

□□DHSHDE OQDQEEa 

q 0 h a G3 a 

HEBE EHBnilEQBElD 
nraoEiQEiaii 
HQ00D0E00 DEGEJE 

□ QQBDGQQ 

QErana 00HHIIHS0Q 


ingout. 
My dim 


hive plenty* 


The first to take a spin in 
cricket match - plan's to 
have one caught (4. 5) 
Tbmxny Atkins on Civvy 
Street? (3, 6) 

Score the same as a strifc- 
ert(5) 

Disastrous consequences 
somehow had yet to en- 
snare cruel leader 
OW) 

Farm produce for nothing 
- the number of products 
is encouraging (4,5.4) 
Shortened term at Oxford 
is restricting the Universi- 


ty there - that’s laughable 

Quantity of Rnsaan jets 
firing to another country? 

Due to be freed, prisoner 

ignores page of teaching 
material (9) 

Mistake cropping up in 
answer or reply (5) 

One’s caught by the - 
force? (5) 

Guru floated over one (5) 


Roy Keane is pencilled in for 
that one, although there was just 
a hint yesterday he might turn 
up at St James’ Park in playing 
gear. He is travelling to New- 
castle ostensibly because Fer- 
guson wants to gauge the 
Republic of Ireland midfield 
player's fitness, but if the im- 
pression is favourable it is go- 
ing to take steely resistance to ' 
temptation on the manager’s 
part not to include him, at least 
on the bench. 

Just as Newcastle have floun- - 
dered against Manchester Unit- 
ed, Liverpool have had a 
fruitless time against Everton 
since Joe Royle was appointed 
manager at Goodison Park. 
They meet at Anfield an hour 
before the kick-off at St James’ 
Park, with the bookmakers 
making the home team 
favourites, if only because of a 
law of averages. 

In Merseyside derbies of re- 
cent vintage, Everton have, 
shall we say, been more robust 
than their neighbours to an ex- 
tent that the Liverpool manag- 
er. Roy Evans, made some 
dispara ging ■ co mm ents about 
the Goodison dub being called 
the school of science after one 
defeat. Whether this will be the 
case tomorrow is debatable, 
however, as two of Royle 's 


snappers in midfield, John 
Ebbrcll and Joe Parkinson, are 
extremely doubtful 

This is unlikely to make 
Royle, wtio has been upset at re- 
cent reviews, any happier. To 
be honest, everyone feels a bit 
aggrieved at same of the ftok fly- 
ing around,” he said yesterday. 
“After all, we've taken seven 
points from our last nine and are 
lying only four points off a Eu- 
ropean place.” 

A win over the old enemy and 
all criticism will be forgotten. 
However, that is unlikely to be 
the case if Wimbledon lead the 
Premiership come tonight The 
end of the world was all but 
predicted when the Dons won 
■the FA Cup but, if results go 
in their favour today, the Crazy 
Gang will be perched on top 
of the league, albeit for 24 
hours. 

For that to happen will re- 
quire Arsenal loring at home to 
Coventry and Wimbledon win- 
ning away at Chelsea, but after 
a dub record, six successive 
victories, the feeling around Sel- 
hurst Park is that anything is 
possible. “All the lads are 
buzzing,” Brian McAllister, the 
Dons' defender, said, as indeed 
will be the headline writers. 
But, somehow, football will 
probably survive... 


RELATIVE STRENGTHS OF THE UNITEDS 
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Polite said they could not rule 
out a link between the fire and 
the chairman’s decision to sell 
the dub; 

■ Vale are understood to have 
debts of £800,000, but have 
risen from the former Fourth 
Division and more than dou- 
bled their gates during Bell's 
decade at the helm. 

Brighton's future is now 
looking even more uncertain af- 
ter Itortsmouth. announced yes- 
terday they will not allow the 
Seagulls to share their ground 
next season. Fratton Park has 
been the Third Division club's 
first choice for a temporary 
home ever since the Goidstone 
ground was sold last year. 

Terry Gibson has left Barnet, 
only five days after being made 
first-team coach by the Third 
Division dub, who this week ap- 
pointed Alan Mulleiy as di- 
rector of football 

Terry Bullivant, who became 
caretaker-manager after Ray 
dcmence’s pre-season depar- 
ture, resigned 24 hours before 
Last Saturday's visit to Cardiff. 
Gibson, like MuUery and 
Clemence a former Tbttenham 
player, took charge for that 
game, which Barnet won 2-1. He 
resigned after meeting the 


Barnet chairman, Tbriy Kkaih 
ihous, to discuss his role under 
MuUery. 

Tottenham could be signing 
the 31-year-old Austrian in- 
tcmationul defender Anton Pf- 
effer. Although they have him 
under contract until L99K, Aus- 
tria Vienna arc prepared to let 
him go. at an undisclosed fee. ff 
he can agree the move. 

All perimeter fences at 
World Cup venues are to be 
pulled down in rcspon*w to 
the stadium tragjp£-fa 
Guatemala. ■’ 

. “Fences are for animals and 
prisoners - not football fens,” 
Sepp Blotter, the general sec- 
retary of Fifa. football’s world 
governing body, said yesterday. 
“I believe that all the fences for 
the World Cup in France 
should be taken down.” - 

Fifa have asked that a 
minute’s silence be observed al 
all football matches this week- 
end in memory of the more than 
SO people who died in the dis- 
aster. At least 147 were also in- 
jured when fans tumbled down 
seats and stairs and were trapped 
try fencing at a World Cup qual- 
ifying match between Gua- 
temala and Costa Rica on 
Wednesday. 
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On eecfc Ina place a letter whfch, 
when substituted for flie fast fete 
of the md to the left and the first 
tetter of the word to the right wffl : 
gwe two other watte. The $tx * 
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